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Options Discussed by Community Development Committee
Regarding Board of Adjustment

At this time Neighborhood Planning staff has posted information on the neighborhood
list-serve about current vacancies, in addition to the usual advertising to the Clerk’s
office. The City Commission should have three new appointments to make in October
assuming there are enough applicants.

Staff plans to hold an orientation session for new BOA members and would hold annual
training.

The City Commission could initiate a petition to amend the Land Development Code to
establish term limits for BOA members.

The City Commission could initiate a petition to amend the Land Development Code to
establish preferred backgrounds (not required) such as urban planning, architecture,
landscape architecture, engineering, law, development or construction.

The City Attorney’s office recommends a preferred background be required for at least
three of the five Board members due to the nature of matters considered by the BOA.

The City Commission could initiate a petition so that administrative decisions are
appealed through various administrative levels and then to the courts, and discussions of
the BOA are appealed to the City Commission.

BOA rules will be updated for consistency with the Land Development Code.

A petition should also be initiated to eliminate some of the rafely used appeals to the
BOA, such as any code enforcement related appeals under Chapter 13 or 16 of the City
Code.

The City Commission may wish to initiate a petition to amend the Land Development
Code to eliminate the opportunity for reestablishment of nonconforming uses. If this is
done, then once a nonconforming use had lapsed for nine months, the only uses allowed
under current zoning will henceforth be allowed, with no right to request reestablishment
of the previous nonconforming use.
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