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MUNICIPAL ELECTION CYCLES - ALACHUA COUNTY

Municipality Date of Election Conducted by Self-
Supervisor of | Conducted’
Elections
Alachua 2™ Tues. in April; 4" M|
Tues. in April (Run-off)
Archer 1% Tues. in Nov. v
Gainesville March or April each [}
year (Set each year by
City Commission)
Hawthorne 2" Tues. in June; 4" v
Tues. in June (Run-
off)
High Springs 2™ Tues. in Nov M
LaCrosse March of each year. v
Micanopy March 2005 ]
Newberry 2™ Tues. in Oct. |

Waldo 1% Tues. in Dec.; 3" |
Tues. in Dec. (Run-off) »

Source: Alachua County Supervisor of Elections.

" According to the Alachua County Supervisor of Elections (SOP) on July 14, 2005, all municipalities other
than the City of Gainesville conduct their own elections. However, the SOP prints their ballots, trains their
poll workers, and provides the election and related equipment. The Archer election is on the November
County ballot. Archer does qualifying, but the race is printed on the County ballot and absentees are issued
by the SOE. Archer only has elections every other year. However, Archer does have a run-off, if
necessary, which is conducted by Archer, two weeks after the General Election. High Springs is the same
as Archer in the even years. In the off years, when there is no County election, High Springs does its own
election except for printing the ballot and training poll workers. High Springs does not have a run-off.
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2.01 . GAINESVILLE CODE

(2) Population of 110,000 and over. At any time
the population within the City reaches or exceeds
110,000 persons, as ascertained as of the effective
date of any annexation under either: 1) the most
recent decennial census of the population pro-
duced by the U.S. Bureau of the Census, or 2) the
most recent estimates of populations of munici-
palities produced by the State of Florida, Office of
the Governor, or the designated agency thereof,
whichever number is greater, then the commis-
sion shall adopt a resolution which ratifies the
number of persons in the City and authorizing the
increase in the number of commissioners as pro-
vided in subsection (3). Until such time as the
additional commissioners are elected and placed
in office, however, the legislative power of the city
shall remain vested in a commission of five mem-
bers.

(3) The legislative power of the city shall be
vested in a city commission of seven members
including the mayor (when the population within
the City reaches or exceeds 110,000 persons as
provided in Subsection (2) above) elected in accor-
dance with Sec. 2.04 of this Charter. Four mem-
bers shall be elected by the qualified voters of
each of four districts and two members and the
mayor shall be elected by the qualified voters of
the city at large as provided in Sec. 2.04.

(Ord. No. 3752, § 1, 12-16-91, referendum of
3-10-92; Ord. No. 4053, § 1, 1-23-95)

2.02. Districts.

(1) “For the purpose of electing three members
of the commission (as long as the population
within the City remains under 110,000 as pro-
vided in Sec. 2.01(1)), the commission shall, by
ordinance, apportion the city into three consecu-
tively numbered districts and shall adjust the

boundary lines of the districts by subsequently:

enacted ordinances whenever, in its judgment,
the districts are not ratably or equally propor-
tioned in accordance with the State Constitution
and the Constitution of the United States, but not
less frequently than within the second year fol-
lowing each decennial census.

(2) For the purpose of electing four members of
the commission (when the population within the
City reaches or exceeds 110,000 as provided in

Supp. No. 18, 7-03

Sec. 2.01(2)), the commission shall, by ordinance,

apportion the city into four consecutively num-

bered districts and shall adjust the boundary
lines of the districts by subsequently enacted
ordinances whenever, in its judgment, the dis-
tricts are not ratably or equally proportioned in
accordance with the State Constitution and the
Constitution of the United States, but not less
frequently than within the second year following
each decennial census.

(Ord. No. 3752, § 1, 12-16-91; referendum of
3-10-92; Ord. No. 4053, § 1, 1-23-95)

2.03. Eligibility.

Each candidate for a district seat must be a
qualified voter who is a resident of the district
from which the person seeks to be elected for a
period of not less than 6 months prior to the date
the person qualifies to run for office. Each com-
missioner elected from a district shall continu-
ously reside in the district during the
commissioner's term of office, except that any
commissioner who is removed from a district by
redistricting may continue to serve during the
remainder of the commissioner's term of office.
Each candidate for an at-large seat, including the
mayor's seat, must be a qualified voter of the city
for at least six (6) months prior to the date the
person qualifies to run for office. Each at-large
commissioner and the mayor shall continuously
reside within the city during their terms of office.
Candidates for the commission shall, at the time
of qualifying, designate the district seats, the
mayor's seat, or at-large seats for which they
intend to run. A commissioner may not serve on
the commission for more than two (2) consecutive
three-year terms. The mayor may not serve as
mayor for more than two (2) consecutive three-
year terms. For purposes of this section, service
as the elected mayor shall not be considered to be
service as a commissioner.

(Ord. No. 4053, § 1, 1-23-95)

2.04. Election and terms.

(1) (a) Candidates for election to the commis-
sion shall qualify in the manner pre-
scribed by ordinance.

(b) Except as provided in Subsection (1)(c)
herein, each commissioner shall be elected
for a term of 3 years.

CHT:6
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CHARTER LAWS 2.07

(¢) For the purpose of providing more evenly
staggered terms of office, in the regular
municipal election held in 2003, the dis-
trict seat added pursuant to Sec. 2.01(3) of
this Charter shall be elected for an initial
term of office of one year, and the at-large
seat added pursuant to Sec. 2.01(3) of this
Charter shall be elected for an initial
term of two years. Thereafter, the terms of
office for said seats shall be 3 years.

(d) The regular municipal election shall be
held on the date as prescribed by ordi-
nance.

(e) Upon the occurrence of a vacancy on the
commission, a special election may be
held to fill the vacancy for the remainder
of the unexpired term as may be pre-
scribed by ordinance.

(2) The district candidate receiving a majority
of the votes cast in a particular district shall be
elected. The at-large candidate and the candidate
for mayor receiving a majority of the votes cast
within the city at large for such seat shall be
elected. If a candidate does not receive a majority
of the votes cast for a particular seat, as applica-
ble, a runoff election shall be held between the
two (2) candidates for that seat receiving the
highest number of votes cast. In the case of a tie,
the candidates shall be selected for the runoff
election in the same manner as provided for other
offices by general law. The candidate receiving
more votes in the runoff election shall be elected.

(8) The terms of office of commissioners shall
be staggered so that the terms of office of all
commissioners do not expire the same year. Com-
missioners hold office from 12 o'clock noon of the
Thursday following the first Tuesday in May of
the year in which they are elected until their
successors in office are elected and qualified or
until recalled as provided by law. If a runoff
election is necessary, commissioners hold office
from 12 o'clock noon of the Thursday following the
third Tuesday in May of the year in which they
are elected.

(4) Vacancies in office shall be filled in one of
the following ways:

(a) Iflessthan 6 months remain in the unex-
pired term or until the next regular elec-

Supp. Ne. 18, 7-03

tion, the commission by a majority vote of
the remaining members shall choose and
appoint a successor, who is otherwise eli-
gible under section 2.03 of this act, to
serve until a newly elected commissioner
is qualified.

(b) If more than 6 months remain in the
unexpired term and a general election is
not scheduled within 6 months, the com-
mission shall fill the vacancy by a special
election to be held not more than 60 days
after the occurrence of the vacancy.

(Ord. No. 4053, § 1, 1-23-95; Ord. No. 020289, § 1,
8-27-02)

2.05. Recall of commissioners.

Commissioners including the mayor are sub-
ject to recall as provided by law.

2.06. Commission as judge of qualifications
of members; election of mayor-commis-’
sioner pro tempore; rules of proce-
dure; punishment of members for mis-
conduct; and quorum. :

The commission shall be the judge of the qual-
ifications of its own members, subject to review by
the courts, and shall elect one member as the
mayor-commissioner pro tempore. The commis-
sion may determine its own rules of procedure
and may punish its own members for misconduct.
A majority of all the members of the commission
constitutes a quorum to do business but a smaller
number may adjourn.

(Ord. No. 4058, § 1, 1-23-95)

2.07. Commission actions; majority vote nec-
essary for adoption of ordinances and
resolutions.

The commission shall act by motion, proclama-
tion, resolution, or ordinance. Unless otherwise
provided in this act or by law, a motion or a
proclamation is adopted when approved by the
votes of a majority of the members present, and
an ordinance or resolution is adopted when ap-
proved by the votes of four or more members of
the commission.

(Ord. No. 4053, § 1, 1-23-95; Ord. No. 020749 §1,
2-10-03)

CHT.7
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REPORT OF BOARD OF CANVABSERS
CITY OF GAINESVILLE, FLORIDA
ELECTION HELD MARCH 10, 1952

The city Commission
city of Gainesville
Galnesv::_lle, Florida

Gentlemen 1

pPursuant to the requirements of Chapter 9 of the Gainesville
code of Ordinances and Chapter 90-496 GSpecial Acts, laws of
Florida, as amended by Chapter 951-382 Special Acts, Laws of
Florida, the undersigned, constituting the Board of Canvassers for
the election of the City of Gainesville City Commission, At-large,
the referendum election concerning Annexation and the election
referendun concerning City of Gainesville Charter Amendments, did
neet on March 10, 1992, and continued thereafter in session and
completed the canvassing of the absentee voter ballots and the
pallots and returns of the Clerks and Inspectors for the elections
held on March 10, 1992

The results of the at-large election are as follows:

| At-Large ‘ citv commission
jack carter - F55
charles S. "Chuck" Chestnut, IV < TS
Bruce Delanev o =, red
paula M. Delaney ‘J 770
Llayton Proulx ‘ S 7+
"Rick Trachsel g{‘ 7o

As indicated by the foregoing, a run-off election will be
required as provided in Article II of the Gainesville Charter for
the two candidates At-large receiving the hlghest number of votes
which are as follows:

At-Large city Commission
| S ANA M Lo LANEY
RKIck TRAcAHSEL
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ANNEXRATION .
The results of the annexation referendum election is as
follows: '

For annexation of property described in

ocrdinance number 3745 of the City of :

Gainesville ‘ : o .5: 77F

Against annexation of property described

in ordinance number 3745 of the City of

Gainesville ’ é:, LP¢
potal vote of registered electors in property '
gescribed in ordinance number 3745 _ ' <2, JeE

ae indicated by the foregoing, annexation of property
described in ordinance number 3745 of the City of Gainesville
fziled/peemed DY referendum on March 10, 1982. :

CHARTER AMENDMENRT 1

The results of the referendum election concerning city Charter
Amendment Number 1 which relates to Article IT, Sections 2.01 and
».02, providing for an increase in number of commissioners under

certain circumstances, is -as follows:

‘For approval o ' '-/O,éff
For rejection T 97F

4

Total votes cast on :
Charter amendment No. 1 - )
Number of Commissioners _ LFSFO

_ :As indicated by the foregoing Charter Amendment Nu.mber 1 has
~égé?.-e-&/passed by referendum on March 10, '1982.

: 'CEARTER AMENDMERT 2 ,

The results of the referendun election concerning City Charter =

Amendment Number 2, which relates to Article II, Sections 2.03 .and

2.04 providing for an increase in length of terms and scheduling of
municipal elections is as follows:

For approval | | :5: LOF
For rejection . g 3L

&

Total votes cast on

Charter Amendment No. 2 - ' :
‘Length of Terms and < '76 <7¢
scheduling of Elections
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As indicated by the foregoing Charter Amendment Number 2 has
failed/pessed by referendun on March "10, 1982.

Respectively submitted
BOARD OF CANV. RS

f

1
3

(Rodney J. Lo
/ Elee.
(Tom McKnew)

Pact
(doséph R. Hurt)

Y e’
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Press Release:

The City of Gainesville Charter Review Committee will hold a public hearing regarding
the City Charter on Tuesday, June 7, 2005 at 7:00 p.m., at the Commission Chambers in
the auditorium of City Hall, located at 100 East University Avenue, Gainesville, Florida.
The City Commission has specifically charged the Charter Review Committee to
consider the following matters:

I. Length of terms of city commissioners;
Term limits (number of consecutive terms) of commissioners

3. Election dates and cycles of commissioners (i.e., elections every year; every other
year)

The Charter Review Committee invites the public to attend the scheduled hearing and
participate by providing their comments. For more information, please contact the
Recording Secretary to the Charter Review Committee in the Office of the City Attorney
by telephone at (352) 334-5011, or you may write to the Committee in care of the Office
of City Attorney at P.O. Box 1110, Gainesville, FL 32602. You may also submit '
comments directly to the Charter Review Committee by email at:
CharterReview(@citizencomment.org. Information about the Charter Review Committee
is also available at www.citvofgainesville.org/crc .
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