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WE THE HOMELESS

Mr. Mayor, Commissioners, Police Officers, and members of the community...

My name is Willie Lewis, and 1 have before me a signed petition of 90 signatures
from people who wish to deliver to you the following message:

WE ARE THE HOMELESS. Homeless is not a bad word. Homeless is certainly not
a good word. Homeless is a neutral term to describe a simple fact. The fact that we
are homeless does not mean that we do not share with you the same needs, the same
dreams, and the same hopes and fears. And like you, we make mistakes in our lives,
and try to learn from them.

IN the last few weeks, we have been interacting with other people in this community
who have come to Bo Diddley Plaza to gather and peacefully discuss various issues,
chief among them, the very freedoms we often take for granted: freedom of
assembly and freedom of speech, and in particular, the right to exercise these
freedoms in our community plaza, which, since 1976, America’s 200™ birthday, has
been understood to be our community’s free speech gathering place.

We understand that there is a concern, that we, the homeless, might take advantage
of the situation, if the plaza open through the late evening and early morning hours,
and turn it into a campground or overnight sleeping area.

We, the undersigned, have made a commitment to respect the concerns of all of the
people of Gainesville Florida, and abide by the consensus of our fellow citizens. And
so we the homeless would like to show our support, and work together with
everyone in this community. If we were dishonest people, we would be in gangs.

To that end, we have chosen amongst ourselves people whom we trust who have
volunteered to take turns each evening to stay awake and help keep this area a safe
and welcome place for everyone, and we welcome and appreciate the help of the
police officers when outsiders try to infiltrate OUR community and attempt to
smear our reputation.

Please help us help you to keep Bo Diddley Plaza the place it has been understood to
be through the years: a place of community, for the community, put here BY the
community. A place to celebrate the freedoms that many of us have fought for, and
some of us have watched their good friends give their lives for. Thank you.
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