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In 2000, the Gainesville Council for Economic Outreach continued its mission to

promote Gainesville and Alachua County as an exceptional place for companies

considering a new location. However, CEO focused much of its work on providing

expansion and retention assistance to several local companies:

With CEQ’s assistance, Tower Hill Insurance received a $240,000 Qualified
Target Industry Tax Refund and an $85,785 Quick Response Training Grant
from the state; Exactech, Inc. was awarded an $88,000 Incumbent Worker
Training grant to update the skills of its existing employees; and,
Regeneration Technologies was awarded a $300,000 Qualified Target
Industry Tax Refund and an $81,165 Quick Response Training grant.

CEO worked closely with staff of Gainesville Regional Utility and the
Gainesville City Commission to craft a discounted utility rate for North
American Archery Group, formerly Bear Archery. As a result, the company
not only decided to stay in the area and retain its 150 existing jobs, but also
consolidated another of its manufacturing facilities into the Gainesville plant,
creating an additional 50 jobs. In return, North American Archery Group
signed a 10-year contract for services with GRU and formally agreed to be
annexed into the City of Gainesville as soon as possible.

In 2000, existing companies CEO assisted such as Exactech, North American
Archery Group, Nordstrom, Atkins Temptec and MDTech created or retained
more than 735 jobs.

During 2000, more than $794,950 in state incentive funds and training dollars

was captured for companies in Gainesville and Alachua County.
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