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Project Background 

 Appeal of Historic Preservation Board decision for after-the-

fact COA for installation of 60” aluminum fence. 

 

 The petition followed a code violation given on August 31, 

2016 for installation of a 60” aluminum fence in a historic 

district without a Certificate of Appropriateness.  

 

 The petition was heard by 6 members of the Historic 

Preservation Board present at the October 4, 2016 meeting.  

 

 The application was approved with the following conditions: 

 1) That the existing fence be cut down to meet the height 

  of adjacent picket fence, 40”. 

 2) That the applicant submits for staff review any new 

  gates to be installed at the fence. 
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Project Background (cont.) 

 The basis for the Historic Preservation Board's decision was 

meeting the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation and the City of Gainesville’s Historic 
Preservation Rehabilitation and Design Guidelines. 

  

 The owner has submitted a timely appeal of the Historic 

Preservation Board decision in accordance with the 

procedures outlined in Section 30-112(7)i of the Land 

Development Code.  

 

 The City Commission may affirm, amend or reverse the 

Historic Preservation Board's decision.  
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Property Description 

 Located at 301 NW 2nd Street, on the corner of NW 2nd Street and 

NW 3rd Avenue. 

 Contributing to the Pleasant Street Historic District. 

 Zoned CCD (Central City District/ Mixed-use) & is .07 acres.  

 The house faces west onto NW 2nd Street & has a small walkway 

to the front porch & a driveway to the north of the house. 
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Project Description 

60” Aluminum Fencing installed at perimeter of  front and side yard. 

160408C



Project Description 

Fencing adjacent to existing driveway, no gate. 
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Project Description 

Fencing at front walkway, no gate. 
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Project Description 

Fence wraps the corner of  the lot, and ends at the tree on the right. 
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Project Description 

Fencing ends at tree in side yard  and is directly adjacent to the 

existing sidewalk on both streets. 
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Project Description 

Details of  the installed fence. 
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Code Violation 
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Basis for Staff  Review 

City of  Gainesville Historic Preservation Rehabilitation 
and Design Guidelines: Fences and Garden Walls 
recommend: 

 

Utilize custom-design fences or walls over pre-fabricated 
constructions. 

Use design, scale and materials compatible with the 
context. 

Design features such as vertical accent elements or 
tapering picket heights to offset repetition of  fences. 
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Basis for Staff  Review 

Fences and walls extending in to the front yard beyond the 
front wall of  the house or with a highly-visible side or rear 
yard must meet the following conditions for staff  approval: 

 

Constructed of  wrought iron, masonry, wood or stucco; 

No greater than 48 inches tall if  mostly open (i.e., 50% or 
more transparent); 

No greater than 36 inches tall if  mostly closed (i.e., 50% or 
more opaque); 

Align with adjacent fences, if  appropriate, in terms of  
height (where permissible) and materials; 
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Basis for Staff  Review 

Vertical elements which break up the repetition of  the 
picket fence should be introduced for every ten feet of  
picket fence. This can be accomplished by tapering the 
height of  the pickets or interjecting decorative posts at 
rhythmic intervals. 

 

Picket designs should draw inspiration from architectural 
elements of  the historic structure. 
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Pleasant Street Historic District 

Top: Adjacent house to the north 

has a 40” wood picket fence. 

 

Bottom: House one block to the 

north has a low wood picket 

fence. 
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Pleasant Street Historic District 

Houses within a three-

block radius have low 

wood picket fences. 
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Pleasant Street Historic District 

Aluminum security fencing is only used by Santa Fe College in 

the Pleasant Street Historic District. 
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Staff  Recommendation 
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Staff  Recommendation 

As the fence is mostly open, the height could be 

allowed at 48”, per the guidelines.  

However, since aluminum fencing is not typical for 

residences in the historic district, staff  recommends 

that the height of  the existing fence be reduced to 

align with the neighbor, to a height of  40”. 
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