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ORDINANCE NO. 100912

An ordinance of the City of Gainesville, Florida, amending Chapter
I8 of the City of Gainesville Code of Ordinances, relating to Parks

amending certain park rules and regulations as set forth in this S
Ordinance; providing directions to the codifier; providing a
severability clause; providing a repealing clause; and providing an
immediate effective date.

WHEREAS, at least 10 days notice has been given once by publication in a newspaper
of general circulation notifying the public of this proposed ordinance and of a public hearing to
be held in the City Commission Auditorium, City Hall, City of Gainesville; and

WHEREAS, the Public Hearings were held pursuant to the published notice described at
which hearings the parties in interest and all others had an opportunity to be and were, in fact,
heard.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE

CITY OF GAINESVILLE, FLORIDA:

Section 1. Section 18-18 through Section 18-22 of the Gainesville Code of Ordinances is

amended to read as follows:
Sec. 18-18. - Listing of city parks.

The following are city parks to which closing hours set forth in section 18-19 apply:
(a) Active/recreational etc.:

(1) AnnePardeAlbert “Ray” Massey Westside Park

(2)
(3) Fred-ConePark/Eastside-Center Reereation-Complex-Cedar Grove Park

(4) Green-AeresParkeCE Franklin Memorial Park
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GreentreePark-Citizen’s Park/Martin Luther King. Jr. Recreation Complex

KiwanisParleClarence R, Kelly Community Center and Park

NE-3lst-Avenue-Park-Dolliree Bowens Tot Lot

NE-Community-Center-Reereation-Complex-Fred Cone Park/Eastside Center

Northeast Park-Green Acres Park

Northside-PardeUreentree Park

Ouale-Hill-Park-Tidden Gem Park

Pheenix-Neighbeorhood Playeround-Kiwanis Challenge Park
Porter's-Cemmunity-Center:Kiwanis/Girl Scout Park

Possum-Creek-RageLincoln Park

Reper-Park-Mother Lucilie Perkins Tot Lot

Rosa-B—Withams/Union-AcademyReereation-Complex-N.Il. 3 I** Avenue Park
SmokeyBearPark-Northeast Park

Springtree-RarkeNorthside Park
T-B-—NePhersonReereation-Complex-Qak Hill Park

Fomblin-CreelcPark:Phoenix Neighborhood Plaveround

Feot-Lot-Ne—+Pleasant Park

FJeotbetNo—2-Porter’s Community Center

FotLotMNe-3-Possum Creek Park

FotLotNo-4.Roper Park
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(25)  FetbetNo—S5-{BarbaraHiggins-Rark):Rosa B. Williams/Union Academy

Recreation Complex

26y FotkotNo-6:SE 8" and 9" Tot Lot

(27)  FetbetNe~7-Seminary Tot Lot

(28)  FetLetNe—9-Smokev Bear Park

(29)  Waeshoota-Archery-Range-and ParkT.B. McPherson Recreation Complex

(30)  WestsideReereation-ComplexsTumblin Creek Park

“{(31) TotLotNo. 4

(32) Tot Lot No. 5 (Barbara Higgins Park)

(33} Wacahoota Archerv Range and Park

(b} Nature parks, centers and conservation areas:

(1)  Alfred-A-RingPark:29" Road Nature Park

(2)  BivensArm-Nature-ParlcAlfred A. Ring Park

(3) Boulware-springs-Nature-Park-Bivens Arm Nature Park

(4)  Breken-Arrow-Bluff Nature Park-Boulware Springs Nature Park

(5) ClearTalce Nature-Parke-Broken Arrow Bluff Nature Park

(6) Cotrin-Natare-ParleClear Lake Nature Park

{7} GCeoleloughPond-Natare-Parl:Cofrin Nature Park

(8) Hatweeds-Nature-Rark-Colclough Pond Nature Park

) Ferest Nature ParkDuval Park
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Gum-Reet-Parl]latwoods Nature Park

Creelk-Greemwayy:Forest Nature Park

Mernngside Nature-Center-Gum Root Park

Balm-Point-Natare-Park-Iootown Creek Headwaters Nature Park

NW20th Read Nature-Park-John Mzahon Nature Park

SplitRoeck-Conservation-Area. Loblolly Woods Nature Park (Hogtown Creek
Greenway)

Sugarfoot-Prairie-Conservation-Area:Morningside Nature Center

Ferwithiger Pond-Conservation-Area-Palm Point Nature Park

JohnMahon-Nature Pasle.San Felasco Park

Split Conservation Area

(20)

Springtree Park

(Z1)

Sugarfoot Prairie Conservation Area

(22)

Terwilliver Pond Conservation Area

(c) Other:

(1)

@

3)

Beulware-Springs-Historie-Water-Wetks:Boulware Springs Historic Water Works

PepotParicCity Hall Plaza

bewntown-Community-Plaza-City of Gainesville/Alachua Senior Recreation

Center
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38 4y  EynehParkDepot Park

89 (5} Gity Hall Plaza-Dovwntown Community Plaza

90  (6)  Speinghill Pardelronwood Golf Course

91 (7Y  SVW-Sth-Avenue-BasinsLoblolly Environmental Facility

92 (8)  SweetwaterPark:Lynch Park

93 (9} Thelna-A-Beltin-Sentor-Activity-Center-Springhill Park

94 (10)  Fhemas-Center-and Grounds-and-Gardens:S.W. 5 Avenue Basin
95 (11)  Wilhelmina-Johnson-Center-and-Sharmie Ffar Complex-Sweetwater Park
96 (12) Woeedlawn-Park-Thelma A. Boltin Senior Activity Center

97 (13) Irenwood-Gel-Course:Thomas Center and Grounds and Gardens
98 (14)  Wilhelmina Johnson Center and Sharmie Ffar Complex

99 (15) Woodlawn Park

100 Sec. 18-19, - Park hours.

101 (a) Except as specifically provided or posted at the park facility, and except for tot lots, the

102 parks listed in subsections 18-18(a) and 18-18(c) shall be open for public use between the
103 hours of 6:00 a.m. until 11:30 p.m. (this includes the buildings, pools, and ball fields
104 located within the park boundaries), the same day and shall be closed to public use from
105 11:30 p.m. until 6:00 a.m. of the following day. The city manager or designee reserves
106 the right to program facilities located in any of the above listed parks, including but not
107 limited to park grounds, centers, picnic pavilions and ball fields, during the open hours of
108 operation notwithstanding the fact that public access to these facilities may be limited
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during programmed events. Tot lots shall be open during daylight hours only and shall be

closed to public use from dusk until dawn. The parks listed in subsection 18¢b) 18-18(b)

- shall be open-during daylight hours only and shall be closed to.public use from dusk until

dawn unless otherwise posted. Daylight hours are defined as those hours between dawn

and dusk.

Such closing hours shall not apply to activities being held pursuant to an approved
contract for use, signed by the city manager or appropriate designee responsible for the
park property. In these cases the fully executed contract for use shall state the waiver of

operating hours and shall be signed by the city manager or appropriate designee.

It shall be unlawful for any person to remain in any of the parks and/or facilities listed
herein during the hours the park and/or facility is closed to public use, except with prior
written approval from the city manager or designee. Such unauthorized presence shall be

grounds for immediate arrest.

If a park is designated as such by the city commission but is not listed in section 18-18,

the park hours of operation shall be posted on the grounds of the park area be-posted-en

,} o el s : -

Sec, 18-20. - Prohibited activities.

It shall be unlawful for any person to do any of the following in any park listed in section

i8-18 of this article or any other areas officially designated by the city commission as a park and

posted as such unless specifically permitted by the appropriate authorization received from the

city manager or designee and issued pursuant to this article, except for activities of the City of

Gainesville which are undertaken within the scope of its governmental authority:
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Construct; or erect any hut, shanty or other shelter. Park users may temporarily set

up a sun/shade apparatus up to ten feet by ten feet in size (larger sizes may be

--approved by request for special events conducted in the park areasuponthe

issuance of a facility use agreement by the city manager or designee in charge of
that park area). Such apparatus must be made of flexible material, and any support
lines which extend beyond the length and width of the covering, must be flagged
for visibility and cannot be within 15 feet of any game court, sport’s field, or
children's play equipment. No sun/shade apparatus shall remain in place overnight
in any park without a special use permit or facility use agreement being issued by

the city manager or designee. All nature-parks—centers-and-conservationareas

parks listed under subsection 18-18(b) are exempt from this the temporary

sur/shade apparatus provision as stated in 18-20(1):-

Cook foodstuff on personal grills brought into the park area unless permitted by

the appropriate authorization received from the city manager or designee. Persons

may utilize only grills provided or permitted by the city enby for cooking in the
park area. No fires or food preparation shall be allowed that pose a hazard to

public property or the general public;

Set or stoke a fire, except for city authorized prescribed burns or those fires set or
stoked in designated city or permitted grills, where they are provided, and said
fire shall not be allowed if it poses a hazard to public property or the general

public;

Gather firewood or other natural materials to set or stake a fire:

t3(5) Discharge or deposit human wastes, except in toilet facilities provided by the city;
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Dump or deposit vard waste:

Disturb the natural surface of the ground in any manner unless authorized in

“writing by the city manager-or designee and done in-accordance with a city- -

6x(8)

09)

initiated land management activity,

4o aAllow privately owned animals to discharge or deposit waste on park

property without moving said waste. All owners or others in charge of privately
owned animals shall remove their waste from the park grounds, and may deposit

animal waste in park trash receptacles;

Pick flowers, nuts, betries, or fruit; and or to damage or remove plants, trees, or
shrubs, from any part of the park grounds unless specifically authorized in writing
by the city manager or designee and or done in accordance with a city-initiated

land management activity;

8(10) Erect signs or affix signs to any tree, post, pole, fence or park facility or grounds

except as provided by city ordinance, or through an approved facility use contract

with the city manager or appropriate designee;

£1(11) Drive, putt or otherwise hit a golf ball or shoot an arrow, except in parks

specifically designated for those purposes;

tH)(12)Fe-iIn any way disturb, molest, or remove any wildlife, animal, bird, or egg

located above, upon or below the surface of the park grounds or to allow any
privately owned animal to do so unless specifically authorized in writing by fhe}

the city manager or designee;
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HH(13)Write on, draw on, paint on, or otherwise deface, damage, remove or destroy any

park facility or any part of the park grounds;

T2yl yFeeCarry any firearm, weapons, explosive, or destructive device, as defined in -

F.S. eCh. 790, either opened or concealed, onto any city park property, exeeptin
patks-speeitically-designated-forthese-uses; except as otherwise permitted by
State law or this article;

H133(15)Operate or park any motorized vehicle, as defined in F.S. Ch. 316, invielation-of
etty-ordinanee on park grounds except in areas designated by the city as public
parking areas, driveways, and or roadways. Motorists shall obey all posted speed
limit and other directional signs posted within the park. Authorized city personnel
or contract personnel shall be allowed to drive vehicles onto park areas during

facility maintenance or renovation projects;

tHh(16)Except as otherwise provided in this Code of Ordinances, purchase, sell, offer for
sale, possess, or consume any alcoholic beverages, illegal drugs or intoxicating

substances;

531 7)Use public restrooms to shave and/or shower, unless shower facilities are

specifically provided for public use at that park;

£+63(18)Bathe or otherwise be or remain in a water or drinking fountain and/or its

reservoir or fo allow any privately owned animal to do so;

HA(19)Use roller skates, roller blades or skateboards, except on park facilities

specifically designated for this purpose;
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183(20)Engage in the sale of any item on park property for any non-city sponsored
function(s), except as allowed by a facility use agreement issued by the city

-..manager Or appropriate designee or in these ordinances;

921 Use of any park property for non-city sponsored fundraising activities, except as

authorized by the city manager or appropriate designee or in these ordinances:

20)(22)Engage in the destruction, removal or alteration of any city owned facility or
equipment from any park property except as authorized by the city manager or

designee;

24(23)Engage in the removal, alteration or destruction of archaeological or cultural
resources from any park property and water body except as authorized by the city
manager or designee. For purposes of this article "az‘chaeoiogicai or cultural
resources” means any associated physical remnants artifacts and features

contatned-in-the-ground below the ground service indicating the past use of a

location by people which may vield information on the City’s history or

prehistory, including but not limited to artifacts, fossils, bones, shell mounds, or

primitive culture facilities or items;

(24) Install any gate providing access to any park. or build any trail except as

authorized by an approved management plan or the city manager or desionee:

(25)  Teed any animal except as authorized by the city manager or designee:

e22)(26)Engage in the removal, destruction or harassment of animals and plants from or
on parklands, except for authorized research efforts, as authorized by the city

manager or appropriate designee; and
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327 Engage in the introduction of plants or animals onto park lands unless authorized

by the city manager or appropriate designee.

“Additional provisions.

Unless otherwise specified herein and in addition to the restrictions stated atin section 18-

20, the following land-management additional provisions shall be applicable to the parks listed
atin_ subsection 18-18(b);-nature-parks;-centers-and-conservation-areas:

(1) Nature parks, centers and conservation areas shall be open to the public; however,
the activities established by the city manager or designee for each park shall be
compatible with the protection of the natural resources for each individual park
and shall be posted at each park. Nature parks, centers and conservation areas
shall be closed to the public when, due to emergency conditions or activities
undertaken by the federal, state or local government for maintenance of such
areas, closure is necessary to protect such lands or to protect the health, safety and

welfare of the public.

(2) Hiking, defined as travel by foot, is permitted in nature parks, centers and

conservation areas only on designated trails, established roads and in firebreaks,
and shall not occur in other areas posted-as-resiricted-to-aecess,

(3) Bicycling is permitted at certain nature parks, centers and conservation areas and

these-parks-will-be-se-pestedthat are specifically posted for that activity. Within a

park permitting bicycling, bicycling shall be only be permitted on trails,

established roads and firebreaks. and shall not occur in other areas.
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Horseback riding is permitted only from the north parking area of Boulware
Springs Nature Park to the Gainesville-Hawthome State Trail unless otherwise

authorized in writing by the city manager or designee.

Hunting or trapping is prohibited in any nature park, center or conservation area,
except where specifically authorized in writing by the city manager or designee
for the purposes of scientific study or the removal of nuisance species and as

regulated by the sState.

Dogs are permitted in nature parks, centers and conservation areas, fexcept where
otherwise posted} provided that such animals shall be are Jeashed at all times.
When authorized in writing by the city manager or designee, other domestic
animals may be permitted at-Merningside-Nature-Center-and at nature parks,
centers and conservation areas. The owner or other person responsible for the
animal shall clean up and properly dispose of the animal's waste as stated in

section 18-20,

Swimming is prohibited at all nature parks, centers and conservation areas except

in areas posted for swimming.

Fishing s permitted at Palm Point Nature Park and Colclough Pond Nature Park

in compliance with the guidelines established in sState law.

The disposal of vil, gasoline or other hazardous substances is prohibited at all

nature parks, centers and conservation areas,

The use of metal detectors is prohibited in all nature parks, centers and

conservation areas.
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(11)  Concessions may be allowed in certain nature parks, centers and conservations
areas, if they are determined to be appropriate to that natural area and are
-approved in writing by the city manager or designee. Appropriate to the natural |

area is described as:

a. The concession is necessary to fulfill a need in the interest of the public
and will assist the city in providing public use of nature parks, centers and
conservation areas; and

b. The concession will be open to the public; and

c. The concession will be economically feasible for the city; and

d. The concession will be compatible with the protection of the natural
resources and the management goals for that land park as stated in the
management plan; and

e. The concession will not result in an unfair advantage over existing

businesses that provide similar services in the area.

(12)  Research may be permitted in nature parks, centers and conservation areas if said
research is compatible with the protection of the natural resources and the
management goals for that fandpark as stated in the land management plan for

that-property and when approved in writing by the city manager or designee.

Sec, 18-22. - Archaeological discovery.

Any person discovering archaeological or cultural resources on rature-parks;-centers-and
eonservation-areasany park shall immediately notify the city manager or designee of such

discovery.
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Secs. 18-23—18-35, - Reserved.

Section 2. It is the intention of the City Commission that the provisions of Section 1
shall become and be made a part of the Code-of Ordinances of the City of Gainesville, Florida,. ...
and that the Sections and Paragraphs of this Ordinance may be renumbered or relettered in order
to accomplish such intentions.

Section 3. If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is held to be
invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, then said holding shall in no
way affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance.

Section 4. All ordinances, or parts of ordinances, in conflict herewith are to the extent of
such conflict hereby repealed.

Section 5. This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon adoption.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this day of , 2011,
CRAIG LOWE
MAYOR
ATTEST: Approved as to form and legality
KURT M. LANNON MARION J. RADSON
CLERK OF THE COMMISSION CITY ATTORNEY
This Ordinance passed on first reading this day of ,2011.
This Ordinance passed on second reading this day of , 2011,
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