City of Gainesville, Florida
Office of Mayor Lauren Poe
PROCLAMATION
WHEREAS, The City of Gainesville Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs Department and Gainesville Cultural Affairs Board annually recognize individuals that have contributed significantly to the arts in the city, and this year is additionally recognizing an individual or organization for exceptional and innovative arts programming in response to the unprecedented restrictions imposed by the Covid-19 pandemic; and

WHEREAS, 2021 Individual Arts Award recipient Jessica Foster is a Gainesville, Florida based mixed media artist specializing in fine art and fine handcrafts; and

WHEREAS, Jessica Foster’s distinct free-flowing style is inspired by a deep love of nature and background in geology and geography and reflects the diverse interactions of environments, places, and spaces. Her creative goal is to inspire the viewer to reconnect with the memories, emotions, and times that have had a profound impact on their life; and

WHEREAS, Jessica Foster regularly presents her work in shows and festivals, while also creating new approaches for involving local businesses to feature art in the workplace, supporting the sustainability of our cultural sector. In addition, she also generously contributes her work to support charity initiatives; and
WHEREAS, 2021 Covid-19 Essential Arts Award recipient MusicGNV responded to the impact of Covid-19 on Gainesville’s music community by partnering with the City of Gainesville to produce three innovative programs: a series of live-streamed concerts; the MusicGNV Recording Grant program; and the Live & Local concert series; and

WHEREAS, MusicGNV, addressing the lack of paid venues for musicians during the quarantine, presented over 30 live streamed concerts which received approximately 40,000 views; and

WHEREAS, MusicGNV, addressing the need for artist to better promote themselves during this trying period, created a program to provide a quarterly grant to a Gainesville artist or band which provides a weekend of studio time to record and professionally produce two tracks, as well as a short video and photographs, leaving the artists with an EP and promotional materials for release; and

WHEREAS, Once it was safe to gather outdoors, MusicGNV launched a monthly concert series, Live & Local, at Bo Diddley Plaza featuring exemplary regional, as well as emerging artists.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lauren Poe, by the authority vested in me as Mayor of the City of Gainesville, do hereby proclaim March 17, 2022 as
Jessica Foster and MusicGNV Day
in the City of Gainesville and invite all our neighbors to join me in recognizing Jessica Foster and MusicGNV as recipients of the 2021 Individual Arts Award and Covid-19 Essential Arts Award and expressing our appreciation for their overall dedication to the cultural life of our community.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed the official seal of the City of Gainesville, Florida, this 15th day of February, A.D., 2022.






_________________________








Lauren Poe







Mayor

