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T wenty-three states 
presently employ 
red light cameras, 
to the dismay of 

many motorists who have 
received traffic tickets in 
the mail. 

This program, according 
to the states who participate, 
is aimed at re- 
ducing safety 
problems at 
urban and ru- 
ral intersec- - - ~ -  - - -  --.-- 

tions. 
An added 

a d v a n t a g e ,  
they say, is 
that the cam- 
eras produce 

Attorneys tell the courts 
that their clients' 5th, 6th 
and 14th Amendment rights 
have been violated. 

The  opponents  claim 
the camera actually creates 
more hazardous co~lditions 
because drivers slam on 
their brakes trying to keep 
from getting a ticket and 
in some cases rear-end the 

F * o n e n t s  claim the camera a c t u c l  that i s  i s s u e d  a ticket 

creates more hazardous conditions because the 

because drivers slam on their driver did  
something 

brakes trying to keep from getting wrong. 

a ticket and in some cases rear-end Those in 

I favor also I the vehicle in front of them. claim that  
m o n e t a r y  I 
gain for the 
cities and towns. 

Of the states who have 
bought the cameras, 23 are 
facing class-action law suits 
filed that questions the ben- 
efits of the program. 

The suits allege the process 
is a violation of their rights 
and that the effort has not 
stopped traffic accidents. 

vehicle in front of them. 
In the city of Lafayette, 

Louisiana, a suit is demand- 
ing that the city dismantle 
the cameras and return mon- 
ey to those who have been 
cited and fined. , 

Red light cameras, they 
claim, violate constitutional 
rights by having only a 

I the camera 
frees up an 

officer to work in neigh- 
borhoods plagued by high 
crime and drugs. 

A U.S. Department of 
Transportation study of 132 
red light camera sites in 
seven differerl~ jurisdictions, 
before and after installing 
the red light cameras, shows 
a significant decrease in 

right-angle crashes (from 
40 to 14), but an increase in 
rear-end collisions (7 to 38.) 
The most dangerous type of 
accident, the TUone, also 
declined once the cameras 
were up. 

According to a report by 
the Insurance Institute for 
Highway Safety, 22 percent 
of all traffic accidents in the 
U.S. are caused by drivers 
running red lights. 

Every year these accidents 
kill 800 people and cause $7 
million in property damage, 
medical bills, lost productiv- 
ity and insurance hikes. The 
report states that red light 
violations have increased by 
10 percent since the 1980s. 
Because of this, more cities 

are installing the red light f: 
cameras. ! Are these cameras a vio- i q  

latlon of a driver's rights? '' 
Does a dr~ver have certain 

the const~tution? Js ~t an 
lL unalienable rights under 

2 invasion of privacy? Do + 

the benefits of the program I. P out-weigh any criticism or 
outcry against it? /i 

These are quest~ons that &. 
will have to be answered in [ 
a court of law. L 
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