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HiPPODROME IMPROVISATIONAL TEEN THEATRE: PROGRAM SUMMARY
“Art enlarges experience by admitting us into the life of others” — Walter Lippman

The HITT model was
created in 1984 in an effort
to provide young adults
throughout the  Central
Florida region with a venue
in which  they could
creatively  explore  their

attitudes about such
serious life issues as
alcohol and substance

abuse, teen pregnancy, and
HIV/AIDS. Since that time,
HITT has provided over
40,000 teens with a
vehicle to discover the
positive choices necessary
to protect them from
addiction, violence and
mental health problems.

HITT is an alcohol and

substance abuse prevention
and intervention model targeting 100% at-risk youth. The HITT project team includes theatre

specialists, a prevention specialist and an independent evaluator who work in conjunction with both
mainstream and alternative schools, providing intensive theatre education workshops to at-risk youth.
Workshops challenge students by promoting self-expression, communication skills, conflict-mediation
skills, and team cooperation. The HITT program process combines a unique theatrical format with
peer education and communication exercises, allowing students to explore such issues as:

e Self-esteem

e Alcohol and substance us:z

e Teen pregnancy and STD craventicr
¢ Violence and delinquenc, craventon

The HITT program’s unique pesr parformance format combines the most successful prevention
strategies:

e Education and skill-building

e Assertiveness in practicing negative peer pressure
e Role-playing and problem-solving

e Feed-back with positive pesr reinforcement

Upon completion of 7-week sessions, students present peer education workshops for students
throughout the region, a leadership role in which they encourage their peers to “say no” to high-risk
ybehaviors. The response they receive from their peers and the encouragement of the HITT team
instill a strong sense of success and community, a unique feeling for many of the youth who have

experienced failure for most of their livas
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HiPPODROME IMPROVISATIONAL TEEN THEATRE: THE VISION OF GENERATION-EXCEL

“You use a glass mirror to see your face: you use works of art to see your soul.” -- George Bernard
Shaw

During 1998, in addition to the continuation of HITT's celebrated theatrical workshop techniques, the
Hippodrome implemented an innovative initiative, Generation-eXcel, an outreach component which
will extend HITT services to every county in Florida. Using the theatrical process developed in HITT,
the Generation-eXcel model integrates direct prevention and intervention strategies and service
learning with video and computer technologies. The process includes the creation of Florida’s first
on-line curriculum-based interactive alcohol and substance abuse resource center for teens.

Drug abuse, teen pregnancy, violence, STD's and school failure are only a few of the problems today's
youths must face. Traditionally, when teenagers :

needed advice, they would first turn to their
families. However, studies show that the two
most important factors influencing youth behavior
today are the media and peers. Cultural images
and social behaviors permeate film, television, print
media and the computer internet technology.
However, information disseminated about such
issues as alcohol and substance use, teen
pregnancy, and STD’s is often incomplete or
incorrect. Additionally, much of the information
youths receive through the media contain powerful
pro-drug images. The result of this powerful
barrage of media influence is that youth are having
more difficulty making healthy lifestyle choices
about drugs and other high-risk behaviors.

Generation-eXcel combines each of the primary
peer influences (media, peers and adults) to create
a comprehensive arts-based alcohol and substance
abuse prevention and intervention program that
promotes active learning among the at-risk
participants. The program:

e Integrates the media of video and computer
technology educate youth

e Uses the power of peer relations to

challenge and examine teens’ concerns HITT student actor, Ariel Latham, 16, on

focation during filming of Generation-eXcel
“Drug and Alcohol Abuse” Public Service

e Establishes an adult role model/teen team
Announcement, 1998.

The primary goal of the program is to provide an
environment in which students turn experiences
into knowledge and promote learning. The program provides youths with an opportunity to
,collaboratively explore ways to help their peers to undarstand and appropriately apply the information
they receive regarding alcohol and substance abuse, viclence and other critical life issues. The
message is all the more powerful because the messengars arz at-risk ynouths
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HITT/GENERATION-EXCEL: PROJECT ACTIVITIES

“For us, adolescence is a time filled with promise and possibility—service learning is one of the best
ways available for young people to fulfill that promise.” -- Alice L. Halsted

HITT/Generation-eXcel is a prevention and intervention service learning model designed to:
e Educate at-risk youth through the creative venue of dramatic arts
e Inform students of the dangers of alcohol, drugs and other high-risk behaviors
e Target youths as the messengers of positive choices and drug-free lifestyles
e Provide a forum for at-risk youth to discover alternatives to high-risk behaviors

Theatre improvisation workshops offer youth an opportunity to explore their lives and relationships as
they learn the principles of group ensemble work and improvisation. Upon the completion of the
intensive education sessions, students apply these skills through in-service peer education workshops,
performances, and the creation of Public Service Announcements (PSA’s) and an interactive drug and
substance abuse resource center on the World Wide Web.

In-service workshops/performances are presented to schools throughout the region, fostering
collaboration between at-risk educators and their peers, promoting discussion and curbing high-risk
behavior. Peer educators share their hopes, dreams and fears as they discuss the benefits of
participating in the HITT/Generation-eXcel program and the process of creating improvisational
performances and PSA’s. Ultimately, the HITT/Generation-eXcel model offers at-risk youth an
opportunity to transform their lives and the lives of their peers and communities.

Under the supervision of the HITT project team, at-risk participants:

e Collaborate, compare opinions and exchange information with their peers

e Create games, stories and songs for inclusion in the Generation-eXcel site

e Create Public Service Announcements

e Develop service learning peer education workshops and performances
Through the technical support of specialists in juvenile justice, alcohol and substance abuse and mental
health, participants compile data for inclusion in the Generation-eXcel Wold Wide Web site.
Additionally, participants develop scenarios into scripts for PSA’s which are filmed, digitally attached to
the Generation-eXcel web site and distributed to television stations and schools throughout Florida.
The goal of the on-line resource center and PSA's is to dramatize alcohol and substance abuse as the
nation’s number one risk factor among adolescents. During 1998-1999, the resource center will be
incorporated in the curricula of schools throughout North Florida. The peer-developed Generation-eXcel

web site will offer up-to-date and accurate information on alcohol and substance abuse, high-risk
behaviors, improvisational exercises, curriculum materials and community resource directories.
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GOALS, OBJECTIVES AND BENEFITS

“Art teaches nothing, except the significance of life.” -- Henry Miller

Program Goals:

* Educate broad-based at-risk populations throughout North Florida through a unique blend
of theatrical exercises, peer performance strategies and creation of peer-developed PSA’s
and on-line resource center

¢ Increase appreciation of theatre through intensive arts-in-prevention workshop sessions
¢ Offer a long-term project that provides positive role models to at-risk youth
e Increase students’ skills in saying no to drugs

* Inspire students to become peer educators

Provide a nurturing environment in which youths may explore their own creative abilities

Objectives:

e Provide arts-based prevention services to 10,000 students annually

e Provide an on-site source of information and referral

Target at-risk youths as the message carriers of drug and alcohol-free lifestyles

Furnish students with the skills necessary to resist or desist from high-risk behavior

Inspire students through the collaborative process of creating service learning
workshop/performance tours, Public Service Announcements, and World Wide Web
materials

Student Benefits:

HITT and Generation-eXcel creates an environment which:
 Provides arts in education exercises designed to promote drug-free lifestyles

¢ Allows students to use the creative power of the arts to compare experiences, discuss
emotional reactions and overcome the obstacles of high-risk activities

e Promotes active and collaborative learning among students

¢ Increases students’ self-esteem and verbal and non-verbal communication skills

Hippodrome State Theatre



FunDING REQUEST

The Hippodrome Improvisational Teen Theatre Program is a miracle program that has changed the lives
of thousands of at-risk teens and has proven that the power of the arts is an innovative and effective
- educational tool in the promotion of healthy and positive lifestyles.

During 1998-1999, the Hippodrome anticipates outreach to over 10,000 teens in Alachua County.
Through the support of the program’s sponsors, HITT/Generation-eXcel services will be offered to
schools and students at no cost.

The Hippodrome has mounted an extensive development campaign to ensure the continued success of
the program. The total cost of the program is $100,000. We have submitted funding requests to state
juvenile justice agencies, community organizations, and other groups who have a vested interest in arts
education programming and prevention and intervention services.

We are requesting funding of $30,000 from the City of Gainesville Police Department which will help

us to realize our goal of establishing HITT and Generation-eXcel as Florida’s premier alcohol and
substance abuse prevention and intervention program.
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HIPPODROME IMPROVISATIONAL TEEN THEATRE: PROGRAM HISTORY

HITT was created in 1984 to help teens explore their attitudes about critical issues that face them
daily. Using improvisational techniques, the teens and Hippodrome staff create theatrical
presentations that explore the participants' hopes, dreams and fears -- examining their pasts and
futures.

Outreach

Regional:

HITT enjoys recognition as one of the best prevention and intervention programs in the nation.
During 1997-1998, the program worked with students at the following service sites:

Alachua Halfway House, a residential commitment facility for female juvenile
offenders

Lincoln Middle School, a mainstream middle school

Loften Educational Center, an alternative education facility for pregnant teens

Horizon Center, an alternative middle school for children with disciplinary problems

New Pathways, a mandatory admittance school for students with disciplinary
problems

Evelyn Hamblen Center, an alternative secondary school for students who have

become disenchanted and disengaged with learning in a traditional setting

HITT International:

In 1996, because of the reputation and success of HITT's service-learning component, the
Hippodrome was invited by Florida International Volunteer Corp and the Antigua Ministry of Education
to travel to Antigua to work with peer counselors and educators in developing a pilot HITT program in
the West Indies. The program was highly successful, providing training for 25 peer educators, school
counselors and representatives of the Ministry; receiving extensive television coverage; and
presenting a performance to over 200 dignitaries, students, teachers and family members. In 1997,
the Hippodrome was again invited by Florida International Volunteer Corp to lend the HITT program's
expertise in developing a second pilot program in Barbuda, West Indies.

Awards, Honors and Recognition

SERV

In 1993, HITT was recognized as one of the best educational programs in the Southeast by the
SouthEastern Regional Vision for Education (SERV). HITT is one of 30 exemplary programs honored
for providing integrated student services through curriculum-based programming and was featured in
SERV's annual publication "Sharing Success."

Hippodrome State Theatre 6



Service Learning

in 1995, HITT participated in the National Service Learning Conference in Philadelphia where it
garnered 1st Place as the best service learning project in the nation.

HITT was one of 100 groups in the nation selected to participate in this national conference
sponsored by Learn and Serve. The HITT program was honored at an award ceremony featuring
remarks and congratulations from Hillary Clinton, a "Liberty Bell" presentation by Philadelphia Mayor
Edward Randell and medals and awards presented by James Kielsmeier, CEO of the Nationa! Youth
Leadership Council.

HITT celebrated this honor in Gainesville as Mayor Paula DelLaney declared March 24th "Hippodrome
Improvisational Teen Theatre Day." Gainesville Chief of Police, Wayland Clifton, presented a Certificate
of Congratulations and First Lady Hillary Clinton's message was presented to the program attendees:
“Congratulations to the winners of the Philadelphia Service Learning Conference. . .It is encouraging to
learn of positive programs that benefit the lives of youth and our community” Representative Cynthia
Chestnut offered words of encouragement to the HITT program participants: "This award is proof that
the youth of our community can dream and achieve national recognition while learning to work with
others and grow within themselves." Secretary of State Sandra Mortham, congratulated HITT "on the
distinction of being selected to represent Florida in this national program.”

HITT: Performing the Art

Since HITT's creation in 1984, at-risk students have performed and conducted workshops at
numerous conferences and symposiums, including:

1988: Public Forum on AIDS sponsored by Florida Endowment for the
Humanities
1989: HITT and Southeast Network create, A/DS: It's Up to You, a peer

education video for high-risk teens, distributed to 300 runaway
shelters nationwide
1990: Florida Legislature invites HITT students to perform in Tallahassee
1991-1996: HITT hosts Florida Alcohol and Drug Abuse Association's annual
conference, Prevention through Arts.

1994.: HITT performance at Victims Advocates Conference: Sexual Battery
and Violence in the '90s

1995: HITT command performance for Florida Governor Lawton Chiles

1995: HITT performance for the Federal Juvenile Justice Program

1995-98: HITT performances at National Learn and Serve Conferences

Commitment to Education

Since 1995, the Hippodrome has provided community college scholarships to students who have
completed the HITT program and graduated from high school. The Hippodrome continues to develop
incentives for at-risk students to change their lives and those of their friends and families.

Hippodrome State Theatre
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STATE OF FLORIDA

®ffice of the Bovernor

THE CAPITOL
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399-0001

April 21, 1995

Greetings:

It is a great pleasure to extend congratulations to The Hippodrome Improvisational Teen
Theatre At-Risk Program for winning First Place and being selected as the best program
in the nation at the National Service Learning Conference in Philadelphia.

This honor was earned through the hard work and dedication of the program staff in help-
ing at-risk youth and I commend all of you for your extraordinary efforts. I join your
community, family and friends in being proud of you.

My best wishes are sent for continued success.

With kind regards, I am

erely 2

LAWTON CHILES
LC/hlm
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CITY OF GAINESVILLE FLORIDA
Office of Mayor-Commissioner Paula M. DeLaney

PROCLAMATION

'ﬂ 7 WHEREAS, the Hippodrome Improvisational Teen Theatre was founded in 1984 as a peer
—3 education project to address critical issues which affect teens and to provide high-risk Yyouth with the
e O skills and knowledge necessary to resist or desist from substance abuse and/or drug abuse; and
::Z WHEREAS, the Hippodrome Improvisational Teen Theatre was one of 100 groups in the

7 nation selected to participate in the National Service Learning Conference in Philadelphia on Mearch
' 9 through March 11, 1995: and

=0l - |

W b WHEREAS, the Hippodrome Improvisational Teen Theatre was chosen to participate in the
« P Service Learning Fair; and

3]

Had) WHEREAS, the Hippodrome Improvisational Teen Theatre received First Place among the
S ,% service learning presenters and was selected as the best Service Learning program in the nation; and
i« \ .

WHEREAS, the Hippodrome Improvisational Teen Theatre was honored at an award
7 ceremony featuring remarks and congratulations Jrom Hillary Clinton, a "Liberty Bell" presentation
by Mayor Edward Randell of Philadelphia and medals and awards presented by James Kielsmeier,
CEO of the National Youth Leadership Council,

“Z NOW, THEREFORE, I, Paula M. DeLaney, by the authority vested in me as Mayor-
Zie Commissioner of the City of Gainesville, do hereby proclaim the 24th of March, 1995 as

=54 C)

X HIPPODROME IMPROVISATIONAL TEEN THEATRE DAY

e

7.0

! ? in the City of Gainesville and encourage all our citizens to join me to help celebrate this day by
,-’(‘3 recognizing the Hippodrome Improvisational Teen Theatre's contributions to the community.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused 1o be affixed the official
seal of the City of Gainesville, Florida, this 22nd day of March, A.D., 1995,

-

~ D06~

D
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§ Ve o, Dfone. /
g Paula M. DeLaney )
) Mayor-Commissioner
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The Hinpodrome Improvisational Teen Iheater



THLAHIIIE UINIO DUt dUdIy §I JEL} D) nYyuwdIvjIyy
9YL "noqe [je st dnous sy 3eym Apoexa st yje)
pJem.o] Jysress ‘ng el piemaoj ysiens Aoy
. PIB3Y 9q 01 dueD B .:otm._o:wm J33unoA

93 S9AI3 3] "3u1[93) a1 43y Jeym Aes pue

no >eads 01 s[jeq ay) sey auoawos ey Addey si
9IUIIpne udsy ayL, I Ind Juapnis 4 pue JauLioj
-1od [ J[H JouLlo) e ‘0S[epLy {aeydIly SV ‘Ajinppng
1M 3jeop pue uado au ul Ino JySnoJq Ing

‘3nJ1 9y Jopun 1doms aq jou Isnw Jey3 Sanssiy jo
sadA) a3 aue asayl Inq ‘ysnweanbs ay J0J jjns
JON ‘sanssi Ajnwey pue ades azep ‘apins uaay ‘Ad
-ueusaud u9e) pue xas uaal ‘2duI|oIA .wmq._nm oy

AIM padej aJe Suadl Auew Jeyl sadioyd Iyl Yam
[e3ap 1eyy sad91d JdueuLIojIad paseq anssi ‘[eu
-13110 918310 [ 1IH Y} IIM HIOM OUyM SUI) YL

‘siseq Ajiep
U UO U1IM 23D ISNW SUI3I) S,ALPO) 1B SINSSI
g SNOLIdS Ao 9yl Aeayuod pue sunuexs ‘d3ud[[eyd

J9JB9l ] UII] [EUONESIAOIAW] JWOIPOddIY AU

JJe1s 191ua) udjoT 9y, 1ed 133unod s )

pue ‘jjeis J9jeay] Jeuonesiaoadiu] swolpoddiy
uE YIIM SUDIOM Je SUIIY ASOY] JI ‘9SIN0D JO ‘S|
1eY] jS9A AJ9NIUIJIp 1SOW ‘S3} ‘S Stomsue YL

¢330 U33ILIM U33q 'SIA[as

-WI3Y} JO BUIYIBWOS SUDNBI JO SULId) Ul pue "ySLi
-1e se A39100s Aq papueiq uaaq aaey oym 9|doad
3unoA jo m.o>: 33 daueyd siie dueunioyiad Iy
ued ‘Ajjeury puy (S31Y)a pue s[eiow umo J1ayl ur
YI3Ud.1S JuIes Y1 SS31IDE IO JOIIR By} Ul [[1ISul
SanJeA [e1Y13 pUE [EJOW SUOLIS YIIM JIldeIeyDd b
surdesytod $30(Q ¢95L3SJJO SUOISIDAP dwes asoyl

90ej A3y uaym way djay ‘suoisidap jueitodurs
ISOW pue 1S3Y3N0} $,3J1] JO IWOS YIIm pade)

2B SU993] 3.ls suonenys
mo SUITY
L ]

S U0
ue’




'9659-1092¢

T4 ‘d[1AsauIED 33B[d PU0IAS IS SZ I JAY 0) LM
10 ‘g965-£LE (V06) e uaneay] ole)g qu%oaaE”
3y 1e uosiuIel 3[uuog 3deju0d.aseajd .BEouw.
ua1jo7 3y Jo ajedpinred oym ajdoad m::o>..

3yl ‘'dnous 1alesy | awoupoddiy 3y ‘weuSoid
ASIY-1e-LLIH 9y} noqe aloul uIea| 0} Juem noA J

. 9J1] Inoysnoay

pue a3e1s}jo wayl yim Aured ued Aayy Anjenb e
S1 uolssedwod uewny, ‘Jamsue 3y 01 JUNY poos
€ S9AI3 ‘103Dl 33els [ I[H e ‘[[emple) udane]
Aq passaldxa somsue Y], (95e1S UO S[BIPI

1133 aAe9] Aay) op Jo ‘yoeald Aayy 1eym aom
-dead sassasde/sioide 3y oq :uonsanb Jeurj auQ

“JedA s1y1 Ajuno) enydejy ur apeJs

Jlulu pue Ylysia 3y Ul Sjuapnis pajasiel 000'z
ue aJow Inoy [ weSosd 1 1Y ayl ‘UonIppe
u[ "sadueurioftad s )1 [[e je S3VUIIPNE Y} pue
's3.1ed191unod Jnpe JIBY) ‘Sudal UIaIMIaq :o_:mu
-lunwiwod Jo saul] uado apiroud 03 saALIS wels
-01d a3y} ‘uonedNpa J3ad pue ‘UOHEDIUNWIWIOD
J9ad ‘sire ddueur10J1ad ay3 SuIs() 'SUII) 01 SIJIA
-13S UONUIAIIIUI pue uonuaasd apiaold 03 san
-unuod weasoud [ 114 a3yl ‘9j1f Jo ek &E S u|

"$ID10YD JWes IS0y} JO IWOS Ifew 03 uIn}

11943 SQWI0D 31 U3YM WYl 3DUIN[Jul pue waljl
U3m Aeis |[Im uOlEWIOJUI pUuR dBWI SIYI ‘WaYy)
JO 1U0.) Ul 93e1S UO Ipewl Su”  SUOISIAP IAN

-1sod IYl 9IS ued ‘Sanssi JUBAI[94 UO UOIRWIOJU}

031 ssad0ud syl jo Jamod ay3 sasn Yysiy-1e-1 [IH
"3J1] S,u99) B Ul sJamod [eruINpul IsowW Y} e

3 mao:c_wuﬁ, J33d eyl pajedipul aAey saIpnis Auep]

‘uone|ndod sLi-1e 31 JO SIIQWIAW 000§ PIAIIS
weaSoad ysry-1e-1 1 [H S661-¥661 ay] "sanijide]
JUUIIUWOD [BLIUIPISII Ul pue S[ooyds [e1dads
‘swesdoad [ooyds 191je ur uonejndod Yysii-1e ay1
yum Ajjeoyads syJom weasoad snyj wessoud
jsid-1e-L1IH 2yl pado[aAap LIIH Y3 ‘0661 uj

'SouewIo)iad 19yl aJeys o3 palayles aaey
OYM-SI9DUIIpNeE Y] pue SpUaLlj ‘saljnuej s ued
-1dnaed 3y uo 1dedwil SNOPUBUIA) B pRY OS[E
9AeY ASY) ‘S[qUIdSUD ] ]IH SYI Paidadjje uoneuds
-aJd jeorneay) syy pue ssadoud ayy sey Ajuo 10N
‘Teusawouayd uasq sey weadoad I jo 1oedu
dYy ], ‘saJnmnj pue sised J19Y) SUIUTWEXI-SILI)

pue swealp ‘sadoy s 9[quwasus ayy 310]dxa yomym
suoneuasad [edrnesy) 31ead Jjels awospoddiy
Em SU933 9Yy) ‘sanbiuydal jeuonesiaosdur suisn

'SI311IM pue $190d se [[am se ‘s

~$$3I108 PUE SJOIDE 3WO0I3(q U0OS [[IM _m:%m:mhoa,
3OS YIMm ‘oym 3doad 3unoA ysu-1e Jo weans
\:mmm,zm e apiaoad ASy] s3usapmis YSLI 1B SUIAIDS
snduted asodand-nnw e st ‘I [[H Y3Im S32.10J
paulof sey ydiym ‘Jajua) ualjo Ayl SWII

-qo.ad yijeay [eiusw pue uondippe wolj ajdoad
3unoA 133101d 01 A1LSSII9U SIOIARYDQ dANIRUIIIE
pulj 01 wnioj e popiaoad weasord oy Apep
0eJ ASL1 SINSSI [LDNLID TNOQE SIPr € JIdL)
2101dxd S11991 vt o1 Fobr 1 noapay epa 1o



THE FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTEER CORPS

Communique

Fall 1996

The Newsletter of Florida’s Unique Development Partnership with the Caribbean

'. onnie Harrison called her first
- mission as a FAVA/CA volunteer
; a “life changing experience.”
fHarrison, Director of Education, and her
g co-trainer Mary Hausch, Producing Di-
frector at the Hippodrome Improvisa-
gtional Teen Theatre in Gainesville, FL,
ook their show on the road in July.
" With training from Harrison and
# Hausch, more than twenty-five young
}\ntiguans, ages 12.18, created theatri-
ical presentations in which they explored
i their hopes, dreams and fears by exam-
ining their pasts and futures. These
" “resentations used “rehearsed improv”

and taught the teens alternative behay-
iors to help them avoid obstacles such
as teen pregnancy, HIV and AIDS and
drug abuse. Rehearsed improvisation
means that teens mapped out what
would happen but improvised dialogue,
said Harrison.

“These kids were more task oriented
than some we have found in Florida.
They all had goals of becoming doctors

Continued on page 2

b

Antigua Teen Improv Great Success

Members of the teen theatre improvisation
course pose for photos after a performance.

Vol. 13, No 3

The Flonda International Volunteer Corps is program of FAVA/CA the Florida Association of Voluntary Agencies tor Caribbean Action.

Antigua Teen Improv

Continued from page |

and teachers. Through improv, we dis-
cussed how things such as teen preg
nancy would affect them attaining their
goals,” said Harrison. They also had
great attitudes, she added.

“The Teen Theatre project was a great
success! Bonnie and Mary were great
trainers and the children enjoyed work-
ing with them,” said Maureen Lewis,
Director of the Youth Division in the
Ministry of Education, Youth, Sports
and Community Development. Lewis
requested the two-week course which
was an adaptation of a six-week course
at the Hippodrome Theatre.

In order to keep the momentum go-
ing with the students, there have been
recommendations to develop a six-week
course as part of the regular school cur-
riculum, said Harrison. Adult leaders
would continue to work with the teens

to start the peer education program in
schools. @

|

Bonnie Harrison, left, and Mary Hausch
outside the Hippodrome Theatre in
Gainesville, FL.
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HITT

(Student Perspectives)

We all would like to see our youth “The arts level. HITT/Generation-eXcel ad-
grow up in a positive environment  EICEUERIIEMIISEA 4 o cceos the problems one child at a
without drugs and violence. As RELUERER{N-I{ICEN

artists and educators, we realize WRUEGISISIGE IS pmtil,’lenntc;]hmg ety l'\-’es anq Clitzte
we can only tackle this problem one  Cbntikbaudcy M9 em EORRAILTIIO Scayer
y P means.” positive choices in life.

step at a time--on a very human — Richard Fallon

The following statements offer a
glimpse of how the program
has shaped
students’
lives:

"Thanks, HITT. No
one's ever believed

in me before.”

HITT also has numerous
success stories. We
would like to
share a
few:

A halfway house felan who sent a picture of her high school graduation to let us know that she'd reached her goal
A teen mother who, through our program, won a scholarship to Santa Fe Cammunity College
A teen who overcame tremendous peer pressure and turned his back on a gang

We would like to thank the HITT program'’s sponsors for their continued support.
Without their help, these success stories would not be possible,
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Me
for
program

Although cveryone by now knows about Melba
Moorc's fine performance in the Hippodrome's produc-
tion of “*From The Mississippi Delta,”” it may not be
such public knowledge that Ms. Moore appeared in
several other important settings during her visit to
Gainesville. As part of the Hippodrome s HITT-At-Risk
program. she travelled around the Gainesville area to
speak to at-risk vouth.

She addressed an auditorium filled with children at
Lincoln Middlc School on Jan 22 and spoke to a packed
housc at the Hippodrome on Feb. 2 on the Michael Doyle
Mainstage. A longtimc believer in mentoring and a
former educator herself. Ms. Moore spoke and sang to
the children, mixing her Broadway know-how with an
innatc concern for the well-being of these young adults
of tomorrow

Youtharcclassificd as At-Risk due to lower-income
backgrounds. family problems or other factorsand are a
topic of great concern in today s society. Programs such

ba speaks

T T-At-Risk

Actress/ singer Melba Moore spoke to more than 250 At-
Risk youth at the Hippodrome on the importance of
staying in school and following oae's dreams.

| Phatas by Michael McLane

as the Hippodrome's innovative HITT-At-Risk, with the
help of such concerned participants as Ms. Moore, are
helping to make sure these children and young adults
stay on the right course and have the bright future they
deserve.

“*Presentations like these are very important for
these kids, ” explained Hippodrome Director of Educa-
tion Lauren Caldwell. “*Thesc were once-in-a-life chances
for them to talk with someone who has been something
ofanidol to many ofthem. Getting to meet a celebrity like
Melba Moore helps them to understand that the seem-
inglv unattainable is  attainable and provides them
with a model! that thev can follow and from which they
can leam. ™

The Hippodrome presented a special matinee per-
formance of “"From the Mississippt Delta™ on Feb. 3 to
which many At-Rusk children and high-schoolers were
invited. The response from these voung people, many of
whom had never seen a playv before, was thrilling and
exciting. ;

Ovation



