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J ORDINANCE NO. 130984 
2 
3 An ordinance of the City of Gainesville, Florida, amending the Code of 
4 Ordinances relating to floodplain management; by repealing the existing 
5 Subdivision II. - Flood Control District, Sections 30-280 through 30-290 
6 within Article VIII, Division 3 of Chapter 30; adopting a new Subdivision II. 
7 - Floodplain Management District, Sections 30-280 through 30-295 within 
8 Article VIII, Division 3 of Chapter 30; adopting a new Section 6-16 -Local 
9 Administrative Amendments to the Florida Building Code and a new Section 6-

10 17 - Local Technical Amendments to the Florida Building Code within 
11 Chapter 6 to coordinate with the Florida Building Code and implement the 
12 National Flood Insurance Program; providing a fiscal impact statement; 
13 providing directions to the codifier; providing a severability clause; 
14 providing a repealing clause; and providing an immediate effective date. 
15 
16 WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Florida has, in Chapter 166 - Municipalities, 

17 Florida Statutes, conferred upon local governments the authority to adopt regulations designed to 

18 promote the public health, safety, and general welfare of its citizenry; and 

19 WHEREAS, the Federal Emergency Management Agency has identified special flood 

20 hazard areas within the boundaries of the City of Gainesville that may be subject to periodic 

21 inundation, which may result in loss of life and property, health and safety hazards, disruption of 

22 commerce and governmental services, extraordinary public expenditures for flood protection and 

23 relief, and impairment of the tax base, all of which adversely affect the public health, safety and 

24 general welfare, and 

25 WHEREAS, the City of Gainesville was accepted for participation in the National Flood 

26 Insurance Program on October 1, 1971, and the City Commission desires to continue to meet the 

27 requirements of Title 44 Code of Federal Regulations, Sections 59 and 60, necessary for such 

28 participation; and 

29 WHEREAS, Chapter 553, Florida Statutes, was adopted by the Florida Legislature to 

30 provide a mechanism for the uniform adoption, updating, amendment, interpretation and 
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1 enforcement of a state building code, called the Florida Building Code; and 

2 WHEREAS, Section 553.73(5), Florida Statutes, allows adoption oflocal administrative 

3 amendments to the Florida Building Code to implement the National Flood Insurance Program; 

4 and 

5 WHEREAS, the City Commission has detennined that it is in the public interest to adopt 

6 the proposed floodplain management regulations that are coordinated with the Florida Building 

7 Code; and 

8 WHEREAS, the City Commission previously adopted a requirement to increase the 

9 minimum elevation requirement for buildings and structures in flood hazard areas and, pursuant 

10 to Section 553.73(5), Florida Statutes, is adopting that requirement as a technical amendment to 

11 the Florida Building Code; and 

12 WHEREAS, the City Commission, based upon review of local conditions and as 

13 demonstrated by evidence, has determined that there is a local need to limit new installations of 

14 manufactured homes in certain high risk flood hazard areas; and 

15 WHEREAS, the City Plan Board, which acts as the local planning agency pursuant to 

16 Section 163.317 4, Florida Statutes, held a public hearing on April 24, 2014, and voted to 

I 7 recommend that the City Commission approve this ordinance; and 

18 WHEREAS, at least ten (10) days' notice has been given once by publication in a 

19 newspaper of general circulation notifying the public of this proposed ordinance and of public 

20 hearings in the City Hall Auditorium located on the first floor of City Hall, in the City of 

21 Gainesville; and 

22 WHEREAS, public hearings were held pursuant to the notice described above at which 

23 hearings the parties in interest and all others had an opportunity to be and were, in fact, heard. 
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1 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE 

2 CITY OF GAINESVILLE, FLORIDA: 

3 Section 1. Subdivision II. -Flood Control District within Article VIII. -Environmental 

4 Management, Division 3. - Environmental Overlays ofthe Land Development Code is deleted in 

5 its entirety and replaced with a new Subdivision II. - Floodplain Management District as 

6 follows. 

7 Suhdi"'ision II, Fleod ContFol DistFiet 

8 See. ag 189. Definitions. 

9 In aaaitiea to the geaeral aefmitioas in seetioB 30 23 of this Coae, the rellowin:g 
10 aefiaitioas relate SflecificaUy to the floed eeBtrol sections of article VIII: 

11 Best availahk tiata means a fleoaplain: stHQ.y proYiaea l:.ly the Feaeral emergency 
12 MaB:agemeat Agen:ey (FEMA) er l:.ly a publie/pri7rate entity iR aeeoraaaee with FBMA appre¥ea 
13 aetailea hydrolegie and hyaraelie analyses and that is reY-iewea aad aeeepted l:.ly the City of 
14 Gainesville ~ll't:.llie wmks ~artmen:t. 

15 D'l'flinage basin tiis#'iet means tBat geogra~hie area that Elrams only to a aesigaated ereek, 
16 lake, paRa, siflk or s>wramp or ether designated draiaage sink, e~relllffing floe~lai11 distriet areas. 
1 7 All of the territery v1ithi11 the eity limits is within a draiRage l:.lasm, eKclllaing floeElplaiH district 
18 areas. (BxB:Hlple: the Hogtevm araiftage l:.lasia eomprises all the geographic area that ultimately 
19 araias ime HegtewR Creek.) 

20 EJEi&ting manufoctuFe<i heme park er man~foetured hente subelivisien meaRs a pareel (er 
21 eeRtiguous pareels) efland diviaed iB:te tv;o or more mB:m:Ifaetured home lots fur reat or sale for 
22 whieh the ceas'kl::letioa of facilities rer servicing the lot on ·;.rbich the maBU:faetured homes are to 
23 be affixed (iaeludin:g the iastallation oflltilities, either fiRal site gradiRg er pew'ing ofceRerete or 
24 the eonstructien ef streets) is eompletea l:.lefore Oetoeer 3, 1971. 

25 Expansien te an &isting man~foetuFCJ heme park er mamifaelureti heme suhdi·,.isien 
26 meaas the preparatioR of adEiitional sites l:.ly the eeRSkt:ietion of faeilities rer serviemg the lots oB 
27 whiea the mamlfaetm:"ed aomes are to be affixed (iaeludiBg the in:stallatiea of utilities, either 
28 fiBal site gradiB:g er pollriag ef eenerete pads, er the eeBstruetioa of streets). 

29 Fleed eha:nnel tiistriet meaRS the geegraphie area that has a tea pereeRt ehaace of beiag 
30 eEJ:llalea or ex,eeedea ia any single year wi:tli floedmg (i.e., the tea year flooa), as aetermiaed l:.ly 
31 l:.lest IP!ailable data. The flooa eha:rmel district falls ·nithi11 a Sfleeial fleoa hazara area. 
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1 Floed insumnce rate ntsp (FIRM) means aR official map of a coinim:m:ity oft whick the 
2 Fedeml .emergeacy Managemeflt Agefl:ey (FEMA) has deliBeatea both the special flooa ka2iara 
3 areas aBEl the risk premifiiB ~oBes applicable to the eomnumity. 

4 .._lZf.eed inswranee stfid)' (FIS) meaRs the official report proviaea by the Feaeral Emergeacy 
5 MaB:agemeflt Ageacy (FEM:l' .. ). The report cofltaias f.looa profiles 8:fld water serfaee elevatioB of 
6 the ease tlood. lt may iaell:lde the tlood ammdary floodv.ray map. 

7 Pleedplain dismet meeHS the geogFapkic area Sl:lbjeet to the ease tlooa, as aetermiaea by 
8 best a-v-ailaele data. The floodplain district falls withift a special tlood h~ard area. 

9 F'leedpFeejing meSfl:s strnetl:lral elumges or adjestmeats iaeorporatea ia the desigB or 
10 COfl:stniCtiOB of a al:lilding, SO as to make tfte bei}Qiag watertight Witft walls SHSstamia.J.ly 
11 impermeaele to the passage of water and with. stmeteral compoaems haviag the eapaeity of 
12 resistiag hytlrostatic ami &yeroGyfl:amie loads and effects of beoyaaey :fur the reaeetioa or 
13 elifftiaatioa of tlood aamages. 

14 Floedweter tletentien end retentien erelii8 meaRs areas fotmd ia any tlood cofltrol 
15 pl8t1fl:mg district that, eeeB:Hse of their nateral foABatioa, are or can readily be maae to be areas 
16 of sigaifieant potential for 1:1:se as places of aeteatiofl: or reteatioa of tloo<iwaters as part of a 
17 comprehensive tlooa control plan. Floes detention ana reteatioH areas are HOt limited to sites 
18 ael:lttiBg or Bear flood OftaBnelS. 

19 Fleedu·sy means the ehaneel of a river or oilier watercol:lfse aaa the adjacent lana areas 
20 that mest be reserved in oraer to Gisckarge the ease tlooa vrithol:lt emn~:~latively iBereasiag the 
21 water serfaee elevatioB more than the aesigsated height. CoBSl:llt "The City of Gaifles:rfille, 
22 Departmeat of Pea lie Works EagineeriHg Design and Coastmetioa Maooal" for the aesigeated 
23 height. The tlooaway falls within a special flood ha2iard area. 

24 Fleer meaB:s the top stnface of Bf1 enclosed area iH a bl:lildiHg, iBclediBg basemefl:ts (i.e., 
25 tap of slae ia eoBcrete slab eoastrnctioB or top of 'Hood tlooriBg iB wood frame eoHstruetioB). 
26 The term does HOt iaclede the tloor of a garage 1:1:sed solely for parkiag "rehieles. 

27 Lewestfleer meaHS tee lowest floor of the lowest eHclosed area, iecleGiHg basemeets. A:B 
28 l:lBfiBished or flooa resistant eeclosere 1:1:sed solely :fur parkiBg of vehicles, auilGiBg aeeess, or 
29 storage in aR area other tkaa a l:lasemeat is Bot eoasiaered the lowest floor, providea that saeh 
30 eHClOSl:lFe is Hot bl:lilt so as to reeder the stmemre iR violatioB of the HOB elevatioB desiga 
31 standards as further described in seetioHs 30 287, 30 288 and 30 289 of this Coae. 

32 A-lanr,faetfe:ed heme meaB:s a struetere that is traBsportaele iB ose or more seetioHs, beilt 
3 3 oa a pennaneHt e&assis, and designee to be 1:1:sed with. or withol:lt a permaneflt fooodatioa vffiea 
34 coooeeted te the reql:lired l:ltilities. The tellB: also iHeledes park trailers, tra·1el trailers Bfl:d similar 
35 transportable strl:leteres placed OB a site for 180 ceaseooti·;e days or Iaeger 8:fld iBtee6ed to be 
36 improved property. 

3 7 Meen see k·,.el (AISL) means the average height of the sea :fur all stages of the tide. It is 
38 1:1:sed as a reference for establishing varyiHg elevations withie the flooaplaiB. 
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1 Nei~' manttfoeturoti heme park er mflnujaen.reti heme suhtil·,.;isien meaBB a pareel (or 
2 coatigaoHB parcels) of lafltl divided i:ete t\vo or more home lots fer rem or sale, fer whieh the 
3 eenstmetion of faeilities fer servicing the lot (ineludiag, at a minimtHR, the installation of 
4 1:1tilities, either final site grading or the ~ol:lriag of eoaerete ~ads, aad the eonstnletien of streets) 
5 is eempletea en or after Octoeer 3, 1971. 

6 8peeiel fleeti he:¥.trti aree (SFH:A) means the land ia the floeEif!laiR Gistrict ·fl'ithifl a 
7 eeiiHBl:l:Bity, as determiaed ey best 8.-'railable data. Sl:leh areas are designated as zoHes A, AE, or 
8 AH oa the eoHl:ffil:lility's flood iBSl:lfafiee rate map (FIRM). 

9 8iroeturo means a walled and roofed baildmg, iaell:lding a gas or liEtHid storage taak, that 
10 is priacipally aeo·re gro1:1ad, as \Yell as a mam:tfaetured home. 

11 8ubstan#al intpfflWJment means aay repair, recoastmetioa or improvement of a skucture, 
12 the cost ofwfiich equals or eX:eeeds 50 ~ereent of the taX: assessed or certified a~~raised vall:le of 
13 the stmeRife either: 

14 ( 1) Before the impro•remeHt or n~J>air is started; or 

15 (2) If the stnletl:lre has bee& damaged and is being restored, before the damage oceWTed. 

16 For the ~'lll"jlOSe of this definition, Sl:ll:lstantial imJ>rovement is considered to ocel:lf whea 
17 the first alteratioa of any ·.vall, ceiling, floor or other stfl:lctl:lral ~art of the bHildffig commeaees, 
18 ·.vhether or Hot that alteration affects the eX:temal dimeasioas of the structl:lre. The term does aot, 
19 howe·,•er, incl1:1de: A::ny ~reject fer im~fO'remeet of a stnlctl:lre to comply with eX:isting state or 
20 local health saHitary or safety code specifications which are solely necessary to ens\:lfe safe 
21 li¥iag. 

22 Wafel' surface ekvatien means the ~raj ected heights, in relation to mean sea le¥el, 
23 reaehed by floods of varioHs magaimdes B:B:d freEfl:lencies in the floodplam of coastal or riverine 
24 are8!r. 

25 See. 30 181. ~'aFBiBg aBd diselaimeF of liability. 

26 The degree of flood ~rotection FeEf\:lired by this article is considered reasonable fer 
27 regalatory pHrposes and is eased on seieatific and eHgineering considerations. Larger floods eaa 
28 8ftd will oeel:lF oa rare occasions. Flood heigHts may ee increased ey mB:fimade or aatl:lral cal:lses. 
29 This article does not imply that land ol:ltside s~ecial flood ha-zard areas or l:lses ~ermitted witftin 
30 s1:1eh areas will ee free from floodffig or flood damages. These flood eoHtrol seetions shall Hot 
31 create liability oa the ~art of the city or ey any officer or ~loyee thereof fer any flood 
32 damages that reSi:llt from reliaaee on this artiele or tmy admiBistrative decision lt¥.vfully made 
3 3 therel:lllder. 

34 See. ~~ l8l. Fleod i&sHFaBee Fate maps. 

35 (a) Atiaptien. The most recently J>l:lBlished versioa, mel1:1ding ~l:lBlished re•1isioHs, of the Federal 
36 Em:ergeney Management Agency (PEMA) Alaelma Gol:lllty Flood Jns\:lfaBee Smdy aaa the 
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1 Fleed lBs'UfaBee Ra4:e Map (FIR!o.4) are herel:ly adepEed by referenee aHd declared te l:le a part 
2 efthis ehapter. 

3 (l:l) Amentl11tent. PFOpesed ameedmems tea eol11mH:IHty's fleed iesQI"anee rate map (FIRM) shall 
4 ae re¥i8'.ved aed appre¥ed l:ly t:fte eity maeager or designee l:lased ea best a'lailal:lle data. 

5 See. 39 183. Duties &REI nspeasihilities ef eity maaager. 

6 Daties ofEhe eity manager or desigeee iR fleed eomrol shall iaelade, bat aet be limited to: 

7 (1) R~viewieg aU develef)meRt permits to eeSl:H'e t-Hat Ehe permit reqti:iremeets of these seetieas 
8 ha¥e l:leee satisfied. 

9 (2) Aavisieg permiEtee that additieBal federal er state permits may be reqaifed, aed if speeifie 
10 federal er state pellBlt reqairemeets are lffie•llfl, reqaifieg ~ e913ies of saeh permits he 
11 provided and maintaiaed ee file wiEh Ehe de'lelef)meat permit. 

12 (3) Notifying adjaeeet eeaummities, the rele'lae.t state ageeeies, t:fte U.S. Army Corps ef 
13 Eegiaeers, aHd the St. Johfis River Water Managemeet Distriet aed the Sawaenee RiYer 
14 Water ManagemeRt DistrieE prier te any alteratiea er releeatiee of a watereelH'Se, a:Bd 
15 suhmittiag evideaee of sueh eetifieatiee to the Federal Emergeeey Ma:eagemeet Ageeey. 

16 (4) EHswieg that maiRteeaaee is pro'lided ·.v4Ehie the alteres er releeated pertiee ef the 
1 7 watereotlfse se that the fleed earrying eapaeity is eet diminishes. 

18 (5) Verify.Jlg aad reeordieg the aetllal ele¥atioe (ie relatiea te meae sea level) ef the lowest 
19 fleer (iacludffig basemeRt) ef all aew er suhstafttially impro•1ed stAieRifes, ia aeeerd8:ft6e 
20 wiEh seetiee 3Q 284(h)(2). 

21 ({;) Verifying anti reeordieg the aetual ele•1atioa (ia relatiea to mean sea le¥el) te vlhieh eeY: er 
22 suhstaetially improved stmetares hw:e beee floodproefed, ie aeeerdaeee •.vith seetiea 3Q 
23 284(h)(2). 

24 (7) '\llhee fleedpreefieg is atilizes fer a IJartiealar stmetare, the eity manager er desigeee shall 
25 ehtaia eertifieatiee frem a registered eegiaeer or arehlteet, ia aeeereee with seetiees 3Q 
26 284(h)(l)e. and (h)(2). 

27 (8) Vlhere iRterpretatioa is aeeded as te the exaet leeatiea of the ao:andaries ef speeial fleed 
28 hEtZMd Meas (fer example, ·.vhere there appears Ee be a een:fliet hetweee a mapped hoHndacy 
29 and aetlial field eoRditioas), the elty manager er desigeee sha:ll ma1Ee tJ:ie aeoessary 
30 imerpretatioa. 

31 (9) Wftea hase flood elevatiea data er floodway Elata is aot alfflilaale oe the FIRM, a base fleed 
32 elevatiee shall be detenB:iaes hy ae eagieeer registered in the state hased ea professieeal 
33 e¥alll8tiea of the site aeti rele•:aet tlata sabjeet te re'liew l:ly the elty manager er desigeee. 
34 The eity manager or desigeee may reaseeahly -atilii!!e any ease floes elevatioe aas fleedway 
35 aata a¥ailahle from a federal, state, er ether SOtl£6e ia order te aE:lmieister the IJFO'IiSiOBS of 
36 seetieH 3Q 288(1) aHd (2). 

37 See. 39 184. :! .. dmiB:ist:Fatiaa. 
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The city maaager or designee is hereby appeiHtes to administer aed implemeet the 
pro·visioBB of the flood eoetrol seetieas of this a:Ftiele. 

Applieatioa fer a permit to baild shall be maEle to the city manager or designee iH daplieate 
oa forms specified by the eity manager prior te any de¥elopmeBt activities. Speeifieally, the 
following iafermatioa iH daplicate is rel}l:lired: 

(l) Applicatien skige. 

a. The applicant's aame B:B:d aElQress and tile m•JBer or evffters of the property invol¥es. 

b. A map showiag the property ooataiHmg the area for which the permit is heing sesglit, 
inel1:18iBg aa aeeH£ate designation of fleoaplaiH and fleos ehanBel districts affeetes by 
this applieatiOB aad the exaet hosndaries ofthe proposed se•relopi'BeBt. 

e. The elevatioa ia relation to mean sea level of tile proposed lo•Nest floor (iaelsaing 
hasemeB:t) of all stfllea:t:res. 

d. The elevation iB relation to meBft sea level to wffieh any struetl:lre will be ftoodproofes. 

e. The eertifieation by a registeFed engineer or Bifehiteet that the fleodproofing methoss 
for any aonresideatial stmetsre meet the floosproefiBg criteria in seetioa 30 288(2). 

f. The seseriptiea of the extent to whish any watereemse will be altered or relocated is a 
resHJ.t ofprepesed SeYelopmeftt. 

g. A aeseriptioa of the proposes aeti•lity ia saffieieB:t detail to determiae tile propriety of 
the activity rmder seetions 30 285 and 3Q 286. This deseriptiea may iael1:1de, bat not 
be l:imites to, the abo•;e pla:Bs dravfft to seale shewing the aature, location, dimensions 
and eleYatioas of the area ia EJ:Hestien; existing B::Bd proposed strl:lea:t:res, fill, storage of 
materials, drainage facilities, BftS the loeatioa of tile feregoiag. 

(2) Cens#uetien stage. A floor eleYatien or floodpreofiag oertifiea-te after the lowest floor is 
completed. Withia 21 ealeaaar days of establishmeet of the lev;est floor ele>;ation, or 
floodproofiag by whate¥er con:stmetiea means, it shall be the daty of the permit holder to 
sabmit to the city manager or designee a certificate of the eleJT•ation of the lowest f.loer or 
floodpreofes ele¥ation as bailt, in relation to mean sea le¥el. Sseh. oertifieatien sh.all ee 
prepared by or ooeeF the aireet supervision of a registered land sl:lPieyer or en:giaeeF and 
certifies hy same. Vlhea floosproofutg is stili:t3ee fer a partieH!ar hailemg, s1:1ch 
eertifieatioa shall be prepared by or ooder the eireet Sl:l:flervision: of a registeree engiaeer 
or arehiteet and eertified hy same. 1\fty work eoae wi#tia the 21 ealeaaar day periee and 
prior to slihmissiea of the eertifieatioa shall he at fue permit holder's risk. 

(3) City manage,. Bf' designee actien. 

a. AfJfJiieatien stage. The city manager or eesignee shall eKamine all eagiaeeriBg and 
plan:ring informatiea Sl:lp:flHed ey th.e applicant and ey city staff te aetermine 
eoaformity with. the above rel}l:lifements. Permits shall be isSl:led for conforming 
applieatioB:S. Wh.ere in: the opinion of fue city ftlB::flager or sesignee asaitieaal 
eagiaeering or other staaies or iafermatioa are. aeeded to determine tile effects of a 
proposed lise ea flooding or any criteriea eontaiaee m these sections, the city manager 
shaJl reEJ:Hire tile applicant to ha•/e the asaitieaal stuaies and information prepares hy 
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1 qualified eagiBeers or efher 8Pf!repriate qaalified professionals aad submitted fJflOr te 
2 makiag a final deeisiea ea the ef!fllicatiea. 

3 b. Genstroe#en sttlge. Tee eity mBB:ager er desigaee sliall t=-eview the flooEl ele•1atiea 
4 SH:Prey data StibmitteEl. Defieieooies EleteeteEI by sueR re•riew shall ee eorreeteEI by the 
5 permit liolEier imrneEiiately aaEI fJrior to fHrtller progressiye work beiag permirteEI to 
6 preeeeEl. Failure to submit the swvey, or failure te make the eorreetieas FeEJ.HireEl 
7 l=tereby, sliall be cause to issue a stOfl work erEier for tfte fJrej eet. 

8 See. 39 l8S, Prohibited uses. 

9 (a) Fleeti channel tJis~iets. liereafter it shall be l:l:lllawR:H fer aBY person, natural, corporate, 
10 ge¥el'fl:tftemal er efherv1ise, te erect, remodel or alter any fleFmaBeat sweture er ether 
11 Ele:r;elepmeat er te Elredge er fill in any fleea eliannel withoet a permit isseea by the city 
12 manager. Pilling with jl!Bk, trasli, garbage or offal sliall aet ee peffftitteft. No permaaeat 
13 stmetures er fills slia:ll ee allov;ed exeeflt stmetures and fills desigaea fer fleea flre\'ention 
14 and control, streets, eridges ana sBBitary se•Ner lift stations B:Bd etility lines. Ne ftl'eaging 
15 shall ee a:llewed except te maintain or eehaaee tlie flood eoatFOl eafJaeity of the eatire 
16 ellatmel. Storage ef materials teat are eueyant, flammaele, explosi¥e, texie er othervrise 
17 poteatially harmful te lit:tman, animal, or fll81'lt life ana liealtk, suck as elieft'Heals and 
18 peiseas, is flFORibiteel. Wllere a flooa ellatmel is stagnaat water (i.e., an area of the flood 
19 cl=tannel where water lea-ves only threegh percelatiea B:Belfer e•;apetraaspiratieft), tee 
20 fleoaf:1laia district reglilatiOBs sliall apply. lB these flood chanB.el district areas ial:lftdated ey 
21 backwater created ey re•1erse flews of waters (flowiag HfJgraae), floeEiplam Qistriet 
22 regalatioas shall awly, provided tee de>;eleper pro•rides artifieial or alternate meB:Bs to 
23 eoH¥ey dariag tl=te 1 QQ year storm, the same peak aiseliaTges ef water as tee natural 
24 arainage·.vay aad at the same eaergy graaieat. 

25 (b) Fleet/plain tiislricts. Hereafter, it sliaJJ be unlawR:H for any person, aat'ural, corporate, 
26 gov-eFlHBeatal or otherwise, te erect, remodel or alter aay permaneBt stmett::lfe, lftan\:lfaGtureEI 
27 l=tome, manHfaetured ftome flal'k, Of other aevelOfltHent, Or to areage or fill ifl an-y fleoEJp}aifl 
28 aistriet, witftout a flermit issueEI ey flie eity manager. No seek flerH'Ht sliall be isseea if tee 
29 preposed activity shall redeee the eapaeity of tee floodplain distriet to vlllieli the aflfllication 
30 applies as it exists at tee date of tee Bflplieatien for tee permit. Fer tee pl:l:l'fleses of this 
31 subseetioa, an-y ae¥elepmest vffiieli effeeti¥ely raises th:e average ground er imflroYemeat 
32 surface sliall ee takea te redlice the floedplaia Elistrict portion of th:e flreperty. 1ft ae eYeHt 
33 shall any iBstitt-Hiea or place ef assembly for tee mentally or flhysioally ill, the yoliftg or 
34 agee, suck as a sch.ool, or an-y fllaee ef iaeareeratioa ee permitted. 

3 5 (e) DMinage basin tJisH<iet. 

36 (1) This Slibseetiea aflplies to all develepmeat of property. Tee awlieant: seeking plaa 
3 7 apfJreval sliall provide a Rydrologieal stHQy performed b~· an eagiaeer registered ia tfte 
38 State of florida, demoflStifa:ti:Hg teat aey work en tee site will aot inerease the rate of 
39 Eliseliarge of steffftVrater flilloff to de•;JBStream property beyoaa >tv.flat welila occur 
40 before th:e alteratiefl easea Oft the 25 year critical duration storm. If SHCR a stHEiy sl=tews 
41 fhat tfte rate would increase, the applicaat's fllans mHst shew wliat proYisieas are to he 
42 Hl8de to eoataia this increase ea tee de¥elofled land or teat the awlicant will fl8rticipate 
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1 iB the }3Foportiona:te eosts of aeeessita:tea means of controlliag the rate of Gisoharge of 
2 the stormwater l1fROff ana tha:t such facilities will be in plaee at the time the inereasea 
3 nmoff oeew:s. 

4 (2) Suhseotioe (o)(l) of this section saaU aot apply to the eKeeptionaJ eases vffiere 
5 hyarologioal eale'l:llations sfl:o\v th:e flood hyarograpaie 13eak wmlla be Faised at any 
6 downs&:eam }30int hy adhering to these provisioes. 

7 (3) In those watershed basins ie vffiieh the volame as well as the Fate of Gischarge eould 
8 result iH doVIilstream flooding of existieg develo13ed areas, the T;olwne of aisellarge from 
9 new aevelopmeat shall be limited to the pre developmeBt voltune. 

10 (Q) FleeJwaleY eeleniien tmJ relentien areas. Hereafter, it saall he unlawftti for any person, 
11 eaRiml, om-porate, govemmeBtal or otherwise, to erect, remoael or alter any per:maneBt 
12 structure or other ae¥elopment or dreage or fill ie any flooev;ater eetention or reteBtioe area 
13 withol:tt a peH.B:it issued by the city manager. No such 13erm.it shall be issues if the proposes 
14 activity would create a flooffieg hazard to the struetl'li'6 or other aevelopmeBt so ereated or if 
15 th:e retentioe or aeteBtioa eapacity of the affeetea area were reduced to less than its original 
16 oapaeity wfiee first officially desigaated as a aetentioa or rete$ioa area, or unless eEIUivaleBt 
17 deteetion or reteBtioa capacity to tae total offuat heing eliminate& is otherwise 13rovided. 

18 (e) GeneYal stanJaf'fia. Notwithstanding other pro~~isions of these sections, eo permit to 
19 exea·vate or fill, bllila iB, ehstruet or alter any flooa eliannel distriet or any flooaplaie Gismet 
20 or any drai:Bage hasia Gismct shall he issue a, if to de so wo-uld create: 

21 (1) HannfHl soil erosion from the lana and shoaling in a v;atereo"UFSe. Seffimeat migration 
22 from the developea area sho'l:lla at oo time prior, dur.ng or after construction exeeea the 
23 rate and eB.araoter vffiieh is eatufal to any area. SedimeBt migratioa shall be measured by 
24 terbiaity measurements ie Jaelffioa's units. 

25 (2) StagtlQ:Bt areas of water adjacent to or oa eearby property l:Hl:less they are speeifically 
26 aesigaea for flood or seaimentatioe con&:ol. 

27 (3) z'\ii irreversihle aQ.yerse im}3aCt On the existieg floFa ana fauna in a flooa chanfl:el. 

28 (4) Othenvise uncoetrollea sanger to life aBe property as a result of increased flooa heigh£6 
29 or T;eloeities caused by proposed uses. 

30 (5) Otherwise l:lnGontrollea da.Dger to life or property ca-used by lack of access to the 
31 property in times of flood hy orffiaary or emergency T;ehieles. 

32 (6) Any eoaffition ineompatihle with the flood control ana 13roteotioa purposes of these 
33 sections. 

34 See. ~~ l8(;, Permitted uses. 

35 (a) Fleed ehennel disiYlets. '}lithia the limitatioas of section 30 285(a) aE:G (e) and ether 
36 applieahle zonieg reg'l:llatioes, and the sHfiaee water aistrist provisions of artiele VIII, fhe 
37 followiag -uses are permittee: 

38 (1) Agrisult-uraluses sHeli as pastw:e, grazing and wile erop harvestieg. 
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I (2) Pri¥ate and pablie reereatieaal ases saeli as golf eemses, tellftis cel:lrts, driYffig fB:flges, 
2 areliery Fa:Rges, pieBie greaBas, laaBchmg areas fer "beats, swimming areas, parks, 
3 wildlife ana aatlH"e preserves, fishiag areas, liiking, l=>ie;·eliag ana liersehack riding 
4 tfaHs.:. 

5 (3) Uses saeli as lavlfls, garaens, parking areas and play areas. 

6 (4) Tem.f1erary stmeRH'es and fills fer die pt:HJ3ese of eenstmetiag legal developmeu~s iB a 
7 aen flood eliannel diskiGt. Ne temporary sk\:letare er fill may "be flermitted fer mere 
8 time than is reasenahly reqaired fer eempletien ef ilie legal de¥el0f1mea~ and neae may 
9 "be permitted if a serieas temporary flooding ~aro weald "be created. Tempet=ary 

1 0 straerures or ftY.s may aet he pefl'Bi.tted 1Hlless firmly aneliered agaiftSt fletatiea er 
11 erasion ia die event of une*Peeted fleoding. All e*Penses of reme71iag die temporary 
12 stmetl:l:'Fe and fills and resteriag die flood eliafmel to its erigiaal eoeditiea sliall be heme 
13 by the permittee. 

14 (5) Gevef!lffiental and pablie atility prejeets saeh as flood eoatrol filling and dredging, 
15 streets, bridges and atility traasm.issien liaes and pipes HBder the fallowing restrietiens: 

16 a. .Aay fill or dredge mast he sliewB to ft!Pie a beBefieial flood eeatrel p'H3:'pese or 
17 otherwise fiFeteet die pablie welfare aBd aa;y fill sliall be preteeted against eresiea 
18 by riprap, vegetatiea or balkfleadffig, or oilier ooeeptable means. 

19 b. Stmetl:l:'Fes shall be eenstmeted so as te minimi>!:e obstmetiea to tlie flew of die 
20 elianael, ooless flew control is inteaeed. Stmstares shall be firmly anchored te 
21 preYent fletatioa \Vhieli may resalt in damage to etlier p£0f1erty, or restrietiea of 
22 bridge epeni:Bgs aBd ether Ba:l'few sections eftlie ereek. 

23 (b) Pleedplai1t districts. \1/itliin tlie limitations of sections 30 285(1=>), (e) and (e), 30 287, 30 
24 288, 30 289, the smfaee 'w<ater diskiet pre•1ision of artiele VIII and other applieable 
25 regalatieas, die fallowing ases are permitted: 

26 (1) Uses permitted iB sal=>seetien (a) ef this seetiea aBd general farmiag, outdoor plant 
27 al:H'series, h:ertieultare, silviealtlire and vitiealtllre. 

28 (2) Lallfleliiag areas for power heats, m.ariaas, boat rentals, deeks, piers and wflarves. 

29 (3) 8traetl:H'8s fer ases pellB:itted by t:fte e:~dsting >!:Oaiag ordffiances and meetifig tlie 
30 staBdards set ferth ia sectieas 30 287, 30 288 tmd 30 289 may be eenstraeted ea stilts, 
31 piles er iatermpted masonry feaBdatieBS or eonventieB:ftl felilldatiens, if retentioa is 
32 }:'lreYided for t:fte vehuae displaced at the same eleYatiea of eentFeid of vell:liH:e, so tliat 
33 th:e flfst fleer or basemeat fleer is not less tHaB one feet abe¥e tlie base flood eleyatiea 
34 at eaeh: paint. Utility serviees saeh: as Se:'tYer, water aed eleetrieity mast be installeEI te 
35 faaetiea properly ia a base flood. 

36 (4) Storage ef materials shall be allowed ie stmetares satisfyh1g fue reqeiremeats ef 
3 7 Slil:Jseet:ioa (b)(3) of tftis section. Flammable, fiOiseftOl:IS, to:~de, e*Plosive ana ether 
38 materials f10teetially harn1fal to Rl:lffiae, aH:i:mal or plaBt li-te aBd liealtft must be 
39 adeetl:l&tely sealed and aaeliered te preTt•eat mptare, eellapse er flotation eallsea by th:e 
40 }:'lreseaee of floodwaters or floatiag debris. 

41 (5) Uses saeli as f1arkiag lots aBd leaEI:ing areas. 

10 
Petition No. PB-14-10 TCH 
CODE: Words underlined are additions; words strieken are deletions. 



DRAFT 10/21114 

1 (e) Dminflge basin districts tilndjff:Jedwaw delel'ltien fll'ld retentien arefils. P..ny Hse within die 
2 limitatiens of sectien 3Q 285(e), (d) 8Btl (e) aad ether af)Jllica~le zeeiag regulatieas is 
3 permitted. 

4 See. 3Q 187. Ce&eral staRdaFds fer speeial Aaad hazard areas. 

5 Ia aU special fleee ~ areas, the follewiag staBtlafds are reetliiree: 

6 ( 1) Anc-hering. 

7 
8 

a. All new ceastmetioa ana s~stantial improvements shall be aneaered te JlreT;ent 
fletatien, cellapse or lateral mo:vemeBt of the struemre. 

9 b. All maBHfaemree H:omes shall be aneaoree to resist flotation, collaJlse er lateral 
10 me¥ement. Metheds ef anehoring may ineffide, but are not limitee te, use ef o·;er 
11 the tOJ) or frame ties to greuad aneaors. This staBtlafd saall be in aeffition te ana 
12 eeasisteRt with applica~le state reetliirements for resisting wine forces. 

13 (2) Censlrwctien mflterials fll'lfi metheds. 

14 a. All new eenstn:letien ana SH~stantial iiBJlre¥ernents saall be eonstrueted with 
15 materials ana Htility eEj:HipmeBt resistant te fleod damage. 

16 b. All aew eenstruetioa aBe soostantial imJlFOTt'ements shall ~e eenstmetee Hsing 
17 methees ana Jlraetiees that minimize flooe eamage. 

18 e. Any alteratien, repair, reeenstruetion er iiBJlroyements te a strnemre wBieH: is iB 
19 eomplianee with the pro¥isions of these seetiens saall meet the reetuirements of 
20 new eons«"Hetion as eentainee in tfte tlood eeBtrol seetiens efthis article. 

21 (3) U#!itiCB. 

22 
23 

a. AlJ new and replacement water sHpflly systems saall be eesignee to mieimize or 
eliminate infiltration of flooawaters into tBe system; 

24 b. New ai'iG replaeement sanitary se--wage systems saall be eesigned to minimize or 
25 eliminate infiltratien of ftood>Naters into tlle systems aBe GiseBai-ge from tlle 
26 systems into ftoodwaters; 

27 e. On site waste Gisposal systems shall be loeatee to a¥oid impairment te fuem or 
28 contamination from tllem el!F..ng flooffiBg; B:Bd 

29 e. Electrical, seating, yeBtilatien, plumeing, air cenffitioBing e(fl-:lipment, dtictwork, 
30 aBe otaer serviee facilities shall be designed and/or loeatee so as te pre\'eat v;ater 
31 from entering or aeeHlftlilating with:ia tlle components daring conffitions ef 
32 ftooding. 

33 (4) Suhdi·.,.isien prepesals. 

34 a. All stibdivision proposals shall ~e eeasistent '+Vith tBe need to minimize ftood 
35 eamage; 
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1 a. All !n!l3division proposals shall have paalie \::ltilities and faeilities Slleh as sewer, 
2 gas, eleetrieal ana water systems loeated and eoastmeteel to miBimiz:e flooel 
3 damage; 

4 C. All saadivision proposals shall httYe adequate drainage proYielea to Feduee 
5 e*f>OSHi'e to flood damage; and 

6 d. Base ftooa elevatioR data shall ae provieled for Sl:JadivisioR proposals ana other 
7 proposed elevelopmeftt in speeial flooel hazard areas withol:R estaalisseel ease flood 
8 eltwatioRs. 

9 (5) Access. 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 

22 
23 
24 

a. Residentiel seeess. .'\11 resieleRtial clEwelopmeRt ia special flood hazard areas after 
Septemaer 17, 1990, shall provide •fehieHlar ascess (from the road to the hoHse) 
Faisea at least to the ease flooa elev-ation for aeeess ay emergeney vehicles dmiag 
the ease ftooel. Howe•fer, wheFe aeeess eonstrnetea to this elevation woula reql:lire 
the removal ofmarure trees as eleterminea by tfte eity areorist, or wolilel ealise otfter 
SeROl!S damage as eleterminea ay tfte ei:ty masager or aesigRee HpOn inspeetion ana 
eviaenee proviaea ay tfte pFOperty ovfBer, tfte aeeess shall ae Faiseel as high as 
reasonaely possiale witftolit GOing damage as aaove Geseribecl; iR addition, 
permaaeftt markers projeetiRg aeove the 'Base flooel elevation aBel marking aoth 
siaes of tBe aeeess shall ae iastalleel. Neither tBe el~1ated vehieHlar aceess ner the 
peffilaBeftt access markefS shall ae reqHiFed to ae more tftan 42 iBehes higher than 
tBe aEljaeeBt aeeess road. 

a . ~wbJivisien seeess. SaadiyisioRS aevelopea after Septemaer 17, 1990, shan iReluae 
at least oRe roHte of aeeess to eash resiaential lot ay means of a road Faisea to or 
aeove the ease flooel ele•lation. 

25 See. JO 288. Speeifie staadanls far speeial Aeed ha~ard areas. 

26 In all speeial flood hazaffi areas ·.vfl:ere ease flooa ele•latioB: data ha-ve aeen pro•liaed: as 
27 set fulih iR seetiOB 30 283 or suaseetien 30 287(4), t:fte following standaras are reqHired: 

28 (1) ResirJentisl rJeve~ment. ResieleRtial elevelepment shall have the lowest floor, iaelHe:liB.g 
29 easement, ele\'atea to one fuot abo''le the ease flood elevation. SsoHld solia ful:lftaation 
30 perimeter v;alls l:le usee to elevate a stmetm=e, openings suffieieftt to facilitate the 
31 ummpeaea movements of flooe:lwaters shall ae provieled m aeeordanee yfi.tft t:fte 
32 stanaaffi5 ofsaaseetion 30 288(4). 

33 (2) .Venf'esidentiel rJevelepment. Nom=esielential development shall eit:fter have the lowest 
34 floor, iRell!EHRg easement, ele>1ated to oae fuot aao•;e the base flood ele•fation or, 
35 together with atteadant \::ltility and sanitary facilities, shall ae: 

36 
37 
38 

a. Flooaproofeel to a llliflimmH of one fuot aeove t:fte ease flood ele•iation wi:t8 a 
watertight strnet\H'e aelow the flood elevation vlith walls substaRtially impermeaale 
to t:fte passage of water; 
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e. Devel9f1ea witft stmctw:al ee!BfJoaeats eapaele of resistiag h;rtifostatic and 
hyE:keaya.amie loaas B:BQ effects ofel:teya:eey; a:ea 

e. Geftified ey a t=egisterea eD:giaeer or arehitect that the stanaards of this sl:lesectioB 
are met. Stich ceftificatioa shall ee provided to the official, as set fort:B: ia sectieB 
30 283(7). 

6 (3) J.lanufaetN1'Cd hemes tmd 1'C01Williensl-vehieles 

7 a. All maD:l:lfactafed homes placed Oft saestantiaUy impF07fed or iD:dividl:t:fll lots or 
8 parcels, ia CXfJB:l'lSiOHS to e:KistiHg mtURifactarea home p&Fks or SaedivisiOHS, or iB a 
9 ae'>v mamtfaemred home fJaflE or sl:lediv-isioli must ee elevated oB a f!erma:eelit 

10 foUHdation s-Deh that the lowest fleer of the ma:Bllfaemred homes is elevated one 
11 foot OOO'fe the ease flood elevatioB and ee Secarely aachered to 8:fl adeE}l:lately 
12 anchored fuu.ndatiea system to resist flotatioa, collapse, aaa lateFal movemeftt. 

13 e. All manl:lfaetlirea homes places or saestantially impro'fed ia an e:Kisting 
14 rnam:Jfaetw:ea home park or sl:ledi7fision must ee elevated so that: 

15 1. The lowest floor of the mamtfacmrea heme is elevates ao lower than oD:e foot 
16 aeo:r;e the ease flOQQ ele7/ation. 

17 
18 
19 

20 
21 

2. The mamlfaemrea home chassis is B-Dpportea ey reinforced piers or other 
ful:lBaatioH elemeats of at least the eEJ:uivalent streHgth, of so less tha:e 3~ 
iaehes iB height aeo'fe the gt=aae a:ea is seel:lfely 8ftefiorea. 

3. The manl:lfaetared home ml:lst ee seel:lfely anehored to an adeE):l:lately anchored 
fol:laeation system to resist floatatiea, collapse ana lateral movemeot. 

22 e. Oft sites in an e:Kisting manufaetafed heme park or saedivisioa en vrhieh a 
23 mae:ufactlirea home has iaeti:ll'ea suestantial ai:HHage as the restilt of a flood, any 
24 rna.mifaetl:Hed home place or s-DBstaatially impre.,·ea must meet the aaehoring 
25 st8Hdards aBe the ehwation reEJ:tiiTemefl:ts for new eonstructioa (see saesectioli (3)a. 
26 aeeve). Fer Pl:lfPOSes of this par-agt=aph, saesta:Btial damage is defified to mean 
27 aam:age of aay origin Sl:lStainea ey a structl:lre 'lifteB: the COSt of Festering the 
28 structure to its pre damages eefl:ditioo wet:IIa eql:lal or exceed 50 pereeat of the tax 
29 assessed or certifies appraised vall:le of the strucRire eefore the damage occ1med. 

30 d. AU recreatioBalvehicles placed on sites IBl:lst either: 

31 1. 8e oa the site for fewer than 1 80 conseeetive days. 

32 2. 'Be fully liceosed ana ready for highway use (a reereatieaal vehicle is ready for 
33 highway use if it is oB its wheel or jaeking system, is attaches to the site eely 
34 ey Ej:l:lick diseolllleet type l:ltilities 8ftd Sectirity de7li6eS aad has ftO permaaefltly 
35 attaehea additioas), or 

36 3. Meet all the reE):l:liremeots for oew eenstmctioo, inell:lding aoehoriog ana 
37 elevatiea reqlliremeats of saeseetion 30 288(3)(a) ~m:d (9)(1), (2) aad (3), 
38 aeoYe. 

39 (4) Ekrslell hMihiings. New coastruetioa or saestantial impre•;emeats efelev-atea el:lildings 
40 that meleae fully eBClosed areas formes ey ful:lftaation ana other e:Kterior \Valls eelow 
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the ease flood elevatioH shall ae desigeed to pree}ade fH:Hsfied liviHg space in Sl:leH areas 
and sfiall ae desigeeel to allow for the eHtry and eKit of flooawaters to al:ltomatieally 
e~ize hyarestatie fleeel forees oa exterior v.ralls. 

a. Desiges for eemplyiag \vith this reqt:~irement mast ei#ier ae eertifieel ay a 
registered engiHeer or B:fehiteet or meet the fellewiag mifliHH:l:Hl eriteria: 

1. Proviele a miHiml:lfB of two opeaiags fta.ving a total aet area of aot less than ORe 

SqwH'e ineh for eYery SEJ:l:lare foot of enelesed area sl:lbjeet to floeeling; 

2. The aottom of all openings shall ae HO higher than Ol'le foot aao•;e gratie; anel 

3. Openings ma-y ae eEJ:aippeel with sereens, lol:l¥ers, ¥alves or other eo·;eriags or 
devises provided they permit the aatomatie flmy of fleeawaters ia aoth 
direetioas. 

a. Eleetrieal, pll:lfHl:JiHg and ether atility eoHBeetioas are pl'emaited aelow the ease 
flood elevation. 

e. Aeeess to the enelesea area sfiall ae the mimml:lfB aeeessaey to allow for }:larking of 
•;ehieles (garage door) or limited stomge of maiBteaanee eEJ:l:lipment ased in 
eonneetiea with the premises (standara ex.terior door) or ea.try to the liYiHg area 
(staiTwa-y or elevator). 

d. The iaterior portion of SliGh ene}osed area shall HOt ae }:lartitioned Of finished into 
separate rooms in S}:leeial flood hazard areas withoat estaelisfied ease flood 
elevations. 

21 See. 30 289. Speeifie staBdaFds feF Aeedways. 

22 Siaee the floodway is aa extremely hazardoas area ooe to the veleeity of floodwaters tBat 
23 may earry dearis, }:lotential projeetiles a:n<l erosioe }:loteatial, the following provisioB:s shall apply: 

24 (1) Prohiaition ofeaereaeftm.eats iaelading fill, B:eW eeastruetioB:, saastantial im}:lrovemeats 
25 aad ether developments, l:lllless eertifieatioa (with suppertiag teelmieal data) by a 
26 registered engiHeer or arehiteet is provieled demonstrating that eaeroaehmeats shall not 
27 resHlt in affj' iB:erease in flood levels dming 066l:lffenee of the ease flood diseftai'ge. 

28 (2) If Sl:ll:Jseetion (1) of this seetioB: is satisfied, all ne\v eoastruetioa and sl:lbstantial 
29 improvemeats sfiall eomply \vith all a}:lplieaale flood ha2iard reooetien pro~lisioes of 
30 seetioas 30 287 and 3Q 288 

31 (3) Prohibit the }:llaeemeat of any manHfaetareel homes except ia an existie:g manl:lfaetared 
32 home park or existing manafaetared home Sl:lbdiYisioa. l' .. FeJ3laeement manufaemred 
33 heme may ae plaeed oa a lot ie aB existiftg matmfactarea h.ome park or slibdivisioB: 
34 pro•1iding the anehering staBdards of seetiea 3Q 287(1) aftd el~;atiea st&Bda:rds of 
35 seetion 3Q 288(1) are met. 

36 See. ~9 299. StaadaFds foF eneks without estahlislled hase Aeod ehwatieas aad/eF 
37 Aoodways. 
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l Loeated within Sf)ecial flood fta:zaffi aTeas v.rhefe swams exist fer v.rhieh base flood 
2 eltwation data has been pt=evidee in accordance with seetion 30 283 but v;ithout the eelineation 
3 of the flooewa-y:, the fellov;i:eg pro•;isions shall atJflly: 

4 (1) Until a floodway is eesigaate8:, eevelopment sJ:ial:l not be flOmUttee within Sf!ecial floes 
5 hazaTG afeas UBless it is aomonstratee that the sumuJ.ative offeet of the flFeflOSee 
6 ee·,relopment, when eo1nbined -;lith aU etl:ier eKisting and antieipatee developmest, will 
7 not inefease the water smfaee ele71iltion of the base flooel mofe than one foot at a.B:y 
8 f!Oint ·.vithin the City of Gaiaes•lille. 

9 (2) When base floes ele-,'ation data is not available from any souree for single lot 
10 eonstrsetion iB Sf!eeial floes hazara afeas, the lowest floor of the strsetufe shall be 
11 elevated. to not lower tha.B: ti:H:=ee feet above the highest adjacent gr:a.Ge. 

12 Sees. JO 191 JO 199. Reserved. 

13 

14 Subdivision ll. Floodplain Management District 

15 Sec. 30-280. Administration. 
16 
17 (a) Title. These regulations shall be known as the Floodplain Management Ordinance of the City 
18 of Gainesville, hereinafter referred to as "this ordinance." 
19 
20 (b) Scop e. The provisions of this ordinance shall apply to all development that is wholly within or 
21 partially within any flood hazard area, including but not limited to the subdivision ofland; filling. 
22 grading. and other site improvements and utility installations; construction, alteration, 
23 remodeling, enlargement, improvement, replacement, repair, relocation or demolition of 
24 buildings, structures, and facilities that are exempt from the Florida Building Code; placement, 
25 installation, or replacement of manufactured homes and manufactured buildings; installation or 
26 replacement of tanks; placement of recreational vehicles; installation of swimming pools; and 
27 any other development. 
28 
29 (c) Intent. The purposes of this ordinance and the flood load and flood resistant construction 
30 requirements of the Florida Building Code are to establish minimum requirements to 
31 safeguard the public health, safety, and general welfare and to minimize public and private 
32 losses due to flooding through regulation of development in flood hazard areas to: 

33 (1) Minimize unnecessary disruption of commerce, access and public service during times of 
34 flooding; 

35 (2) Require the use of appropriate construction practices in order to prevent or minimize 
36 future flood damage; 

3 7 (3) Manage filling, grading, dredging, mining, paving, excavation, drilling operations, 
38 storage of equipment or materials, and other development which may increase flood 
39 damage or erosion potential; 
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1 (4) Manage the alteration of flood hazard areas. watercourses, and shorelines to minimize the 
2 impact of development on the natural and beneficial functions of the floodplain; 

3 (5) Minimize damage to public and private facilities and utilities; 

4 ( 6) Help maintain a stable tax base by providing for the sound use and development of flood 
5 hazard areas; 

6 (7) Minimize the need for future expenditure of public funds for flood control projects and 
7 response to and recovery from flood events; and 

8 (8) Meet the requirements of the National Flood Insurance Program for community 
9 participation as set forth in the Title 44 Code of Federal Regulations, Section 59.22. 

10 
11 (d) Coordination with the Florida Building Code. This ordinance is intended to be administered 
12 and enforced in conjunction with the Florida Building Code. Where cited. ASCE 24 refers to 
13 the edition of the standard that is referenced by the Florida Building Code. 
14 
15 (e) Warning. The degree of flood protection required by this ordinance and the Florida Building 
16 Code, as amended by the City of Gainesville. is considered the minimum reasonable for 
1 7 regulatory purposes and is based on scientific and engineering considerations. Larger floods can 
18 and will occur. Flood heights may be increased by man-made or natural causes. This ordinance 
19 does not express or imply that land outside of mapped special flood hazard areas. or that uses 
20 permitted within such flood hazard areas. will be free from flooding or flood damage. The flood 
21 hazard areas and base flood elevations contained in the Flood Insurance Study and shown on 
22 Flood Insurance Rate Maps and the requirements of Title 44 Code of Federal Regulations, 
23 Sections 59 and 60 may be revised by the Federal Emergency Management Agency, requiring 
24 the City to revise these regulations to remain eligible for participation in the National Flood 
25 Insurance Program. No guaranty of vested use. existing use, or future use is implied or 
26 expressed by compliance with this ordinance. 
27 
28 (f) Disclaimer of Liability. This ordinance shall not create liability on the part of the City of 
29 Gainesville or by any officer or employee thereof for any flood damage that occurs, 
30 notwithstanding compliance with this ordinance or any administrative decision lawfully 
31 made thereunder. 
32 
33 Sec. 30-281. Definitions. 
34 
35 Unless otherwise expressly stated, the following words and terms shall. for the purposes of this 
36 ordinance. have the meanings stated in this section. Where terms are not defmed in this 
3 7 ordinance and are defined in the Florida Building Code, such terms shall have the meanings 
3 8 ascribed to them in the Florida Building Code. Where terms are not defined in this ordinance or 
39 the Florida Building Code, such terms shall have ordinarily accepted meanings such as the 
40 context implies. 
41 
42 Alteration o(a watercourse means a dam, impoundment, channel relocation, change in 
43 channel alignment. channelization. or change in cross-sectional area of the channel or the 
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1 channel capacity, or any other form of modification which may alter. impede. retard or change 
2 the direction and/or velocity of the riverine flow of water during conditions of the base flood. 
3 
4 Appeal means a request for a review of the Floodplain Administrator's interpretation of 
5 any provision of this ordinance or a request for a variance. 
6 
7 ASCE 24 means a standard titled Flood Resistant Design and Construction that is 
8 referenced by the Florida Building Code. ASCE 24 is developed and published by the American 
9 Society of Civil Engineers, Reston, VA. 

10 
11 Base flood means a flood having a !-percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any 
12 given year. The base flood is commonly referred to as the "100-year flood" or the "1 -percent-
13 annual chance flood." 
14 
15 Base flood elevation means the elevation of the base flood. including wave height, 
16 relative to the National Geodetic Vertical Datum CNGVD), North American Vertical Datum 
17 (NA VD) or other datum specified on the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM). 
18 
19 Basement means the portion of a building having its floor subgrade (below ground level) 
20 on all sides. 
21 
22 Design flood means the flood associated with the greater of the following two areas: 

23 (1) Area with a floodplain subject to a !-percent or greater chance of flooding in any year; or 

24 (2) Area designated as a flood hazard area on the community's flood hazard map, or otherwise 
25 legally designated. 

26 
27 Design flood elevation means the elevation ofthe "design flood," including wave height. 
28 relative to the datum specified on the community's legally designated flood hazard map. In areas 
29 designated as Zone AO, the design flood elevation shall be the elevation of the highest existing 
30 grade of the building's perimeter plus the depth number (in feet) specified on the flood hazard 
31 map. In areas designated as Zone AO where the depth number is not specified on the map, the 
3 2 depth number shall be taken as being equal to 2 feet. 
33 
34 Development means any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate, 
35 including but not limited to, buildings or other structures, tanks, temporary structures, temporary 
36 or permanent storage of equipment or materials, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, 
3 7 excavations, drilling operations or any other land disturbing activities. 
38 
39 Encroachment means the placement of fill, excavation, buildings, permanent structures or 
40 other development into a flood hazard area which may impede or alter the flow capacity of 
41 riverine flood hazard areas. 
42 
43 Existing building and existing structure mean any buildings and structures for which the 
44 "start of construction" commenced before October 1, 1971. 
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1 
2 Existing manufactured home park or subdivision means a manufactured home park or 
3 subdivision for which the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the 
4 manufactured homes are to be affixed (including. at a minimum. the installation of utilities. the 
5 construction of streets, and either final site grading or the pouring of concrete pads) is completed 
6 before October 1 , 1971. 
7 
8 Expansion to an existing manufactured home park or subdivision means the preparation 
9 of additional sites by the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the 

10 manufactured homes are to be affixed (including the installation of utilities. the construction of 
11 streets, and either final site grading or the pouring of concrete pads). 
12 
13 Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) means the federal agency that. in 
14 addition to carrying out other functions, administers the National Flood Insurance Program. 
15 
16 Flood or flooding means a general and temporary condition of partial or complete 
17 inundation of normally dry land from: 

18 (1) The overflow of inland or tidal waters. 

19 (2) The unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters from any source. 
20 
21 Flood damage-resistant materials means any construction material capable of 
22 withstanding direct and prolonged contact with floodwaters without sustaining any damage that 
23 requires more than cosmetic repair. 
24 
25 Flood hazard area means the greater of the following two areas: 

26 (1) The area within a floodplain subject to a !-percent or greater chance of flooding in any year. 

27 (2) The area designated as a flood hazard area on the community's flood hazard map, or 
28 otherwise legally designated. 

29 
30 Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) means the official map of the community on which 
31 the Federal Emergency Management Agency has delineated both special flood hazard areas and 
32 the risk premium zones applicable to the community. 
33 
34 Flood Insurance Study (FJS) means the official report provided by the Federal 
35 Emergency Management Agency that contains the Flood Insurance Rate Map. the Flood 
36 Boundary and Floodway Map (if applicable), the water surface elevations of the base flood. and 
3 7 supporting technical data. 
38 
39 Floodplain Administrator means the office or position designated and charged with the 
40 administration and enforcement of this ordinance (may be referred to as the Floodplain 
41 Manager). 
42 
43 Floodplain development permit or approval means an official document or certificate 
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1 issued by the City, or other evidence of approval or concurrence, which authorizes performance 
2 of specific development activities that are located in flood hazard areas and that are determined 
3 to be compliant with this ordinance. 
4 
5 Floodway means the channel of a river or other riverine watercourse and the adjacent 
6 land areas that must be reserved in order to discharge the base flood without cumulatively 
7 increasing the water surface elevation more than one (1) foot. 
8 
9 Floodway encroachment analysis means an engineering analysis of the impact that a 

10 proposed encroachment into a floodway is expected to have on the floodway boundaries and 
11 base flood elevations; the evaluation shall be prepared by a qualified Florida licensed engineer 
12 using standard engineering methods and models. 
13 
14 Florida Building Code means the family of codes adopted by the Florida Building 
15 Commission, including: Florida Building Code, Building; Florida Building Code, Residential; 
16 Florida Building Code, Existing Building; Florida Building Code. Mechanical; Florida Building 
17 Code, Plumbing; Florida Building Code, Fuel Gas. 
18 
19 Functionally dependent use means a use which cannot perform its intended purpose 
20 unless it is located or carried out in close proximity to water, including only docking facilities, 
21 port facilities that are necessary for the loading and unloading of cargo or passengers. and ship 
22 building and ship repair facilities; the term does not include long-term storage or related 
23 manufacturing facilities. 
24 
25 Highest adjacent grade means the highest natural elevation of the ground surface prior to 
26 construction next to the proposed walls or foundation of a structure. 
27 
28 Historic structure means any structure that is determined eligible for the exception to the 
29 flood hazard area requirements of the Florida Building Code, Existing Building, Chapter 11 
30 Historic Buildings. 
31 
32 Letter o(Map Change (LOMCJ means an official determination issued by FEMA that 
33 amends or revises an effective Flood Insurance Rate Map or Flood Insurance Study. Letters of 
34 Map Change include: 

35 (1) Letter of Map Amendment (LOMA): An amendment based on technical data showing that a 
36 property was incorrectly included in a designated special flood hazard area. A LOMA 
3 7 amends the current effective Flood Insurance Rate Map and establishes that a specific 
3 8 property, portion of a property, or structure is not located in a special flood hazard area. 

39 (2) Letter of Map Revision (LOMR): A revision based on technical data that may show changes 
40 to flood zones. flood elevations, special flood hazard area boundaries and floodway 
41 delineations, and other planimetric features. 

42 (3) Letter of Map Revision Based on Fill (LOMR-F): A determination that a structure or parcel 
43 of land has been elevated by fill above the base flood elevation and is, therefore, no longer 
44 located within the special flood hazard area. In order to qualify for this determination. the fill 
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I must have been permitted and placed in accordance with the City's floodplain management 
2 regulations. 

3 (4) Conditional Letter of Map Revision (CLOMR): A formal review and comment as to whether 
4 a proposed flood protection project or other project complies with the minimum NFIP 
5 requirements for such projects with respect to delineation of special flood hazard areas. A 
6 CLOMR does not revise the effective Flood Insurance Rate Man or Flood Insurance Study; 
7 upon submission and approval of certified as-built documentation, a Letter of Map Revision 
8 may be issued by FEMA to revise the effective FIRM. 

9 
10 Light-duty truck means, as defined in 40 C.F.R. 86.082-2, any motor vehicle rated at 
11 8,500 pounds Gross Vehicular Weight Rating or less which has a vehicular curb weight of 6,000 
12 pounds or less and which has a basic vehicle frontal area of 45 square feet or less, which is: 

13 (1) Designed primarily for purposes of transportation of property or is a derivation of such a 
14 vehicle, or 

15 (2) Designed primarily for transportation of persons and has a capacity of more than 12 persons; 
16 or 

17 (3) Available with special features enabling off-street or off-highway operation and use. 

18 
19 Lowest floor means the lowest floor of the lowest enclosed area of a building or structure, 
20 including basement. but excluding any unfinished or flood-resistant enclosure, other than a 
21 basement, usable solely for vehicle parking, building access or limited storage provided that such 
22 enclosure is not built so as to render the structure in violation of the non-elevation requirements 
23 of the Florida Building Code or ASCE 24. 
24 
25 Manufi;zctured home means a structure, transportable in one or more sections, which is 
26 eight (8) feet or more in width and greater than four hundred ( 400) square feet. and which is built 
27 on a permanent, integral chassis and is designed for use with or without a permanent foundation 
28 when attached to the required utilities. The term "manufactured home" does not include a 
29 "recreational vehicle" or "park trailer." 
30 
31 Manufi:zctured home park or subdivision means a parcel (or contiguous parcels) of land 
32 divided into two or more manufactured home lots for rent or sale. 
33 
34 Market value means the price at which a property will change hands between a willing 
35 buyer and a willing seller, neither party being under compulsion to buy or sell and both having 
36 reasonable knowledge of relevant facts. As used in this ordinance, the term refers to the market 
3 7 value of buildings and structures, excluding the land and other improvements on the parcel. 
38 Market value may be established by a qualified independent appraiser, actual cash value 
39 (replacement cost depreciated for age and quality of construction). or tax assessment value 
40 adjusted to approximate market value by a factor provided by the Property Appraiser. 
41 
42 New construction means, for the purposes of administration of this ordinance and the 
43 flood resistant construction requirements of the Florida Building Code, structures for which the 
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1 "start of construction" commenced on or after October 1, 1971, and includes any subsequent 
2 improvements to such structures. 
3 
4 New manufactured home park or subdivision means a manufactured home park or 
5 subdivision for which the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the 
6 manufactured homes are to be affixed (including at a minimum, the installation of utilities, the 
7 construction of streets, and either final site grading or the pouring of concrete pads) is completed 
8 on or after October 3, 1971. 
9 

10 Park trailer means a transportable unit which has a body width not exceeding fourteen 
11 (14) feet and which is built on a single chassis and is designed to provide seasonal or temporary 
12 living quarters when connected to utilities necessary for operation of installed fixtures and 
13 appliances. 
14 
15 Recreational vehicle means a vehicle, including a park trailer, which is: 

16 (1) Built on a single chassis; 

17 (2) Four hundred ( 400) square feet or less when measured at the largest horizontal projection; 

18 (3) Designed to be self-propelled or permanently towable by a light-duty truck; and 

19 (4) Designed primarily not for use as a permanent dwelling but as temporary living quarters for 
20 recreational, camping, travel, or seasonal use. 
21 
22 Special flood hazard area means an area in the floodplain subject to a 1 percent or greater 
23 chance of flooding in any given year. Special flood hazard areas are shown on FIRMs as Zone 
24 A, AO, A1-A30, AE. A99, AH, Vl-V30, VE or V. 
25 
26 Start of construction means the date of development permit issuance for new construction 
27 and substantial improvements to existing structures, provided the actual start of construction, 
28 repair, reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, placement, or other improvement is within 180 
29 days of the date of the issuance. The actual start of construction means either the first placement 
30 of permanent construction of a building (including a manufactured home) on a site, such as the 
31 pouring of slab or footings, the installation of piles, or the construction of columns. Permanent 
32 construction does not include land preparation (such as clearing, grading, or filling), the 
33 installation of streets or walkways, excavation for a basement, footings, piers, or foundations. the 
34 erection of temporary forms or the installation of accessory buildings such as garages or sheds 
35 not occupied as dwelling units or not part of the main buildings. For a substantial improvement, 
36 the actual "start of construction" means the first alteration of any wall, ceiling. floor or other 
3 7 structural part of a building, whether or not that alteration affects the external dimensions of the 
3 8 building. 
39 
40 Substantial damage means damage of any origin sustained by a building or structure 
41 whereby the cost of restoring the building or structure to its before-damaged condition would 
42 equal or exceed 50 percent of the market value of the building or structure before the damage 
4 3 occurred. 
44 
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1 Substantial improvement means any repair, reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, or 
2 other improvement of a building or structure, the cost of which equals or exceeds 50 percent of 
3 the market value of the building or structure before the improvement or repair is started. If the 
4 structure has incurred "substantial damage," any repairs are considered substantial improvement 
5 regardless of the actual repair work performed. The term does not, however, include either: 

6 (1) Any project for improvement of a building required to correct existing health, sanitary, or 
7 safety code violations identified by the building official and that are the minimum necessary 
8 to assure safe living conditions. 

9 (2) Any alteration of a historic structure provided the alteration will not preclude the structure's 
1 0 continued designation as a historic structure. 
11 
12 Variance means a grant of relief from the requirements of this ordinance, or the flood 
13 resistant construction requirements of the Florida Building Code, which permits construction in a 
14 manner that would not otherwise be permitted by this ordinance or the Florida Building Code. 
15 
16 Watercourse means a river, creek, stream, channel or other topographic feature in, on, 
17 through, or over which water flows at least periodically. 
18 
19 
20 Sec. 30-282. Applicability. 
21 
22 (a) General. Where there is a conflict between a general requirement and a specific requirement, 
23 the specific requirement shall be applicable. 
24 
25 (b) Areas to which this ordinance applies. This ordinance shall apply to all flood hazard areas 
26 within the City of Gainesville, as established in Section 30-282(c) ofthis ordinance. 
27 
28 (c) Basis for establishing flood hazard areas. The Flood Insurance Study for Alachua County, 
29 Florida and Incorporated Areas dated June 16, 2006, and all subsequent amendments and 
30 revisions, and the accompanying Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM), and all subsequent 
31 amendments and revisions to such maps, are adopted by reference as a part of this ordinance 
32 and shall serve as the minimum basis for establishing flood hazard areas. Studies and maps 
33 that establish flood hazard areas are on file at the: 
34 
35 City of Gainesville Public Works 
36 405 NW 39th Avenue 
37 Gainesville, FL 32609 
38 
39 Alachua County Public Library 
40 Downtown Headquarters 
41 401 East University Avenue 
42 Gainesville, FL 32601 
43 
44 (d) Submission o(additional data to establish flood hazard areas. To establish flood hazard 
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I areas and base flood elevations, pursuant to Section 30-285 of this ordinance, the Floodplain 
2 Administrator may require submission of additional data. 
3 
4 (I) Where field surveyed topography prepared by a Florida licensed professional surveyor or 
5 digital topography accepted by the City indicates that ground elevations are below the 
6 closest applicable base flood elevation, even in areas not delineated as a special flood 
7 hazard area on a FIRM, the area shall be considered as flood hazard area and subject to 
8 the requirements of this ordinance and, as applicable, the requirements of the Florida 
9 Building Code. 

10 
11 (2) Where field surveyed topography prepared by a Florida licensed professional surveyor or 
12 digital topography accepted by the City indicates that ground elevations are above the 
13 closest applicable base flood elevation, the area shall be regulated as special flood hazard 
14 area unless the applicant obtains a Letter of Map Change that removes the area from the 
15 special flood hazard area. 
16 
17 (e) Other laws. The provisions of this ordinance shall not be deemed to nullify any provisions of 
18 local, state or federal law. 
19 
20 (f) Abrogation and greater restrictions. This ordinance supersedes any ordinance in effect for 
21 management of development in flood hazard areas. However, it is not intended to repeal or 
22 abrogate any existing ordinances including but not limited to land development regulations, 
23 zoning ordinances, stormwater management regulations. or the Florida Building Code. In the 
24 event of a conflict between this ordinance and any other ordinance, the more restrictive shall 
25 govern. 
26 
27 (g) Interpretation. In the interpretation and application of this ordinance, all provisions shall be: 

28 (1) Considered as minimum requirements; 

29 (2) Liberally construed in favor of the governing body; and 

30 (3) Deemed neither to limit nor repeal any other powers granted under state statutes. 
31 
32 Sec. 30-283. Duties and Powers ofthe Floodplain Administrator. 
33 
34 (a) Designation. The City Manager or designee is designated as the Floodplain Administrator. 
35 The Floodplain Administrator may delegate performance of certain duties to other 
36 employees. 
37 
38 (b) General. The Floodplain Administrator is authorized and directed to administer and enforce 
39 the provisions of this ordinance. The Floodplain Administrator shall have the authority to 
40 render interpretations of this ordinance consistent with the intent and purpose of this 
41 ordinance and may establish policies and procedures in order to clarify the application of its 
42 provisions. Such interpretations, policies. and procedures shall not have the effect of waiving 
43 requirements specifically provided in this ordinance without the granting of a variance 
44 pursuant to Section 30-287 of this ordinance. 
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J 
2 (c) Applications and permits. The Floodplain Administrator, in coordination with other pertinent 
3 offices of the City, shall: 

4 (1) Review applications and plans to determine whether proposed new development will be 
5 located in flood hazard areas; 

6 (2) Review applications for modification of any existing development in flood hazard areas 
7 for compliance with the requirements of this ordinance; 

8 (3) Interpret flood hazard area boundaries where such interpretation is necessary to 
9 determine the exact location of boundaries; a person contesting the determination shall 

10 have the opportunity to appeal the interpretation; 

11 ( 4) Provide available flood elevation and flood hazard information: 

12 (5) Determine whether additional flood hazard data shall be obtained from other sources or 
13 shall be developed by an applicant; 

14 (6) Review applications to determine whether proposed development will be reasonably safe 
15 from flooding; 

16 (7) Issue floodplain development permits or approvals for development other than buildings 
17 and structures that are subject to the Florida Building Code, including buildings, 
18 structures and facilities exempt from the Florida Building Code, when compliance with 
19 this ordinance is demonstrated, or disapprove the same in the event of noncompliance; 
20 and 

21 (8) Coordinate with and provide comments to the Building Official to assure that 
22 applications, plan reviews, and inspections for buildings and structures in flood hazard 
23 areas comply with the applicable provisions of this ordinance. 
24 
25 (d) Substantial improvement and substantial damage determinations. For aonlications for 
26 building permits to improve buildings and structures, including alterations, movement. 
27 enlargement, replacement. repair, change of occupancy, additions, rehabilitations, 
28 renovations, substantial improvements, renairs of substantial damage, and any other 
29 improvement of or work on such buildings and structures, the Floodplain Administrator, in 
30 coordination with the Building Official, shall: 

31 (1) Estimate the market value, or require the applicant to obtain an appraisal of the market 
32 value prepared by a qualified independent appraiser, of the building or structure before 
33 the start of construction of the proposed work; in the case of repair, the market value of 
34 the building or structure shall be the market value before the damage occurred and before 
35 any repairs are made; 

36 (2) Compare the cost to perform the improvement, the cost to repair a damaged building to 
37 its pre-damaged condition, or the combined costs of improvements and repairs, if 
38 applicable, to the market value of the building or structure; 

39 (3) Determine and document whether the proposed work constitutes substantial improvement 
40 or repair of substantial damage; and 
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1 ( 4) Notify the applicant if it is determined that the work constitutes substantial improvement 
2 or repair of substantial damage and that compliance with the flood resistant construction 
3 requirements of the Florida Building Code and this ordinance is required. 
4 
5 (e) Modifications o[the strict application o(the requirements of the Florida Building Code. The 
6 Floodplain Administrator shall review requests submitted to the Building Official that seek 
7 approval to modify the strict appiication of the flood ioad and flood resistant construction 
8 requirements of the Florida Building Code to determine whether such requests require the 
9 granting of a variance pursuant to Section 30-287 ofthis ordinance. 

10 
11 (f) Notices and orders. The Floodplain Administrator shall coordinate with appropriate local 
12 agencies for the issuance of all necessary notices or orders to promote compliance with this 
13 ordinance. 
14 
15 (g) Inspections. The Floodplain Administrator shall make the required inspections as specified in 
16 Section 30-286 of this ordinance for development that is not subject to the Florida Building 
17 Code, including buildings, structures and facilities exempt from the Florida Building Code. 
18 The Floodplain Administrator shall inspect flood hazard areas to determine if development is 
19 undertaken without issuance of a permit. 
20 
21 (h) Other duties o(the Floodplain Administrator. The Floodplain Administrator shall have other 
22 duties, including but not limited to: 

23 (1) Establish, in coordination with the Building Official, procedures for administering and 
24 documenting determinations of substantial improvement and substantial damage made 
25 pursuant to Section 30-283(d) of this ordinance; 

26 (2) Require that applicants proposing alteration of a watercourse notify adjacent communities 
27 and the Florida Division of Emergency Management. State Floodplain Management 
28 Office, and submit copies of such notifications to the Federal Emergency Management 
29 Agency (FEMA); 

30 (3) Reguire applicants who submit hydrologic and hydraulic engineering analyses to support 
31 permit applications to submit to FEMA the data and information necessary to maintain 
32 the Flood Insurance Rate Maps if the analyses propose to change base flood elevations, 
33 flood hazard area boundaries, or floodway designations; such submissions shall be made 
34 within 6 months of such data becoming available; 

35 ( 4) Review reguired design certifications and documentation of elevations specified by this 
36 ordinance and the Florida Building Code and this ordinance to determine that such 
3 7 certifications and documentations are complete; and 

38 (5) Notify the Federal Emergency Management Agency when the corporate boundaries of 
39 the City of Gainesville are modified. 
40 
41 (i) Floodplain management records. Regardless of any limitation on the period required for 
42 retention of public records, the Floodplain Administrator shall maintain and permanently 
43 keep and make available for public inspection records that are necessary for the 
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1 administration of this ordinance and the flood resistant construction requirements of the 
2 Florida Building Code, which shall include: Flood Insurance Rate Maps; Letters of Map 
3 Change; records of issuance of permits and denial of permits; determinations of whether 
4 proposed work constitutes substantial improvement or repair of substantial damage; required 
5 design certifications and documentation of elevations specified by the Florida Building Code 
6 and this ordinance; notifications to adjacent communities, FEMA, and the state related to 
7 alterations of watercourses; assurances that the flood carrying capacity of altered 
8 watercourses will be maintained; documentation related to appeals and variances, including 
9 justification for issuance or denial; and records of enforcement actions taken pursuant to this 

10 ordinance and the flood resistant construction requirements of the Florida Building Code. 
11 These records shall be available for public inspection at: 
12 
13 City of Gainesville Public Works 
14 405 NW 39th Avenue 
15 Gainesville, FL 32609 
16 
17 Sec. 30-284. Permits. 
18 
19 (a) Permits required. Any owner or authorized agent who intends to undertake any development 
20 within the scope of this ordinance, including buildings, structures and facilities exempt from 
21 the Florida Building Code, which is wholly or partially within any flood hazard area shall frrst 
22 apply to the Floodplain Administrator, and the Building Official if applicable, and shall 
23 obtain the required permit(s) and approval(s). No such permit or approval shall be issued until 
24 compliance with the requirements of this ordinance and all other applicable codes and regulations 
25 of the City of Gainesville has been satisfied. 
26 
2 7 (b) Floodplain development permits or approvals. Floodplain development permits or approvals 
28 shall be issued pursuant to this ordinance for any development not subject to the requirements of 
29 the Florida Building Code, including buildings, structures and facilities exempt from the 
30 Florida Building Code. Depending on the nature and extent of proposed development that 
31 includes a building or structure, the Floodplain Administrator may determine that a floodplain 
32 development permit or approval is required in addition to a building permit. 
33 
34 (c) Buildings, structures and {Q.cilities exempt from the Florida Building Code. Pursuant to the 
35 requirements of federal regulation for participation in the National Flood Insurance Program 
36 ( 44 C.F .R. Sections 59 and 60), floodplain development permits or approvals shall be 
3 7 required for the following buildings, structures and facilities that are exempt from the Florida 
3 8 Building Code: 

39 (1) Railroads and ancillary facilities associated with the railroad. 

40 (2) Nonresidential farm buildings on farms, as provided in Section 604.50, F.S. 

41 (3) Temporary buildings or sheds used exclusively for construction purposes. 

42 (4) Mobile or modular structures used as temporary offices. 

43 (5) Those structures or facilities of electric utilities, as defined in Section 366.02, F.S., which 

26 
Petition No. PB-14-10 TCH 
CODE: Words underlined are additions; words stricktm are deletions. 



DRAFT 10/21114 

1 are directly involved in the generation. transmission, or distribution of electricity. 

2 (6) Chickees constructed by the Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida or the Seminole 
3 Tribe of Florida. As used in this paragraph. the term "chickee" means an open-sided 
4 wooden hut that has a thatched roof of palm or palmetto or other traditional materials, 
5 and that does not incorporate any electrical, plumbing, or other non-wood features. 

6 (7) Family mausoleums not exceeding 250 square feet in area which are prefabricated and 
7 assembled on site or preassembled and delivered on site and have walls, roofs, and a floor 
8 constructed of granite. marble, or reinforced concrete. 

9 (8) Temporary housing provided by the Department of Corrections to any prisoner in the 
1 0 state correctional system. 

11 (9) Structures identified in Section 553.73(10)(k), F.S., are not exempt from the Florida 
12 Building Code if such structures are located in flood hazard areas established on Flood 
13 Insurance Rate Maps. 
14 
15 (d) Application (or a permit or approval. To obtain a floodplain development permit or approval 
16 the applicant shall first file an application in writing on a form furnished by the City. The 
17 information provided shall: 

18 (I) Identify and describe the development to be covered by the permit or approval. 

19 (2) Describe the land on which the proposed development is to be conducted by legal 
20 description, street address or similar description that will readily identify and definitively 
21 locate the site. 

22 (3) Indicate the use and occupancy for which the proposed development is intended. 

23 (4) Be accompanied by a site plan or construction documents as specified in Section 30-285 
24 of this ordinance. 

25 ( 5) State the valuation of the proposed work. 

26 (6) Be signed by the applicant or the applicant's authorized agent. 

27 (7) Give such other data and information as required by the Floodplain Administrator. 
28 
29 (e) Validity o(permit or approval. The issuance of a floodplain development permit or approval 
30 pursuant to this ordinance shall not be construed to be a pennit for, or approval of, any 
31 violation of this ordinance, the Florida Building Code, or any other ordinance of the City. 
32 The issuance . of permits based on submitted applications, construction documents, and 
33 infonnation shall not prevent the Floodplain Administrator from requiring the correction of 
34 errors and omissions. 
35 
36 (f) Expiration. A floodplain development pennit or approval shall become invalid unless the 
37 work authorized by such permit is commenced within 180 days after its issuance, or if the 
38 work authorized is suspended or abandoned for a period of 180 days after the work 
39 commences. Extensions for periods of not more than 180 days each shall be requested in 
40 writing and justifiable cause shall be demonstrated. 
41 
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1 (g) Suspension or revocation. The Floodplain Administrator is authorized to suspend or revoke a 
2 floodplain development permit or approval if the permit was issued in error. on the basis of 
3 incorrect, inaccurate or incomplete information, or in violation of this ordinance or any other 
4 ordinance, regulation or requirement of the City. 
5 

6 (h) Other permits required. Floodplain development permits and building permits shall include 
7 a condition that all other applicable state or federal permits be obtained before 
8 commencement of the permitted development, including but not limited to the following: 

9 (1 ) The St. Johns River Water Management District (SJRWMD), or Suwannee River Water 
10 Management District (SRWMD), whichever is applicable; Section 373.036. F.S. 

11 (2) Florida Department of Health for onsite sewage treatment and disposal systems; Section 
12 381.0065, F.S. and Chapter 64E-6, F.A.C. 

13 (3) Florida Department of Environmental Protection for activities subject to the Joint Coastal 
14 Permit; Section 161.055, F.S. 

15 (4) Florida Department of Environmental Protection for activities that affect wetlands and 
16 alter surface water flows, in conjunction with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; Section 
17 404 of the Clean Water Act. 

18 (5) Federal permits and approvals. 
19 
20 Sec. 30-285. Site Plans and Construction Documents. 
21 
22 (a) Information for development in flood hazard areas. The site plan or construction documents 
23 for any development subject to the requirements of this ordinance shall be drawn to scale and 
24 shall include, as applicable to the proposed development: 

25 (1) Delineation of flood hazard areas, floodway boundaries and flood zone(s), base flood 
26 elevation(s). and ground elevations if necessary for review of the proposed development. 

27 (2) Where base flood elevations, or floodway data are not included on the FIRM or in the 
28 Flood Insurance Study, they shall be established in accordance with Section 30-285(b)(2) 
29 or (3) of this ordinance. 

30 (3) Where the parcel on which the proposed development will take place will have more than 
31 50 lots or is larger than 5 acres and the base flood elevations are not included on the 
32 FIRM or in the Flood Insurance Study, such elevations shall be established in accordance 
33 with Section 30-285(b)(l) of this ordinance. 

34 (4) Location of the proposed activity and proposed structures, and locations of existing 
35 buildings and structures. 

36 (5) Location, extent, amount. and proposed final grades of any filling, grading, or excavation. 

37 (6) Where the placement of fill is proposed, the amount, type. and source of fill material; 
38 compaction specifications; a description of the intended purpose of the fill areas; and 
39 evidence that the proposed fill areas are the minimum necessary to achieve the intended 
40 purpose. 
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I (7) Existing and proposed alignment of any proposed alteration of a watercourse. 
2 
3 The Floodplain Administrator is authorized to waive the submission of site plans, construction 
4 documents. and other data that are required by this ordinance but that are not required to be 
5 prepared by a registered design professional if it is found that the nature of the proposed 
6 development is such that the review of such submissions is not necessary to ascertain compliance 
7 with this ordinance. 
8 
9 (b) In{ormation in flood hazard areas without base flood elevations (avvroximate Zone A). 

10 Where flood hazard areas are delineated on the FIRM and base flood elevation data have not 
11 been provided the Floodplain Administrator shall: 

12 (1) Require the applicant to include base flood elevation data prepared in accordance with 
13 currently accepted engineering practices; or 

14 (2) Obtain, review, and provide to applicants base flood elevation and floodway data 
15 available from a federal or state agency or other source or require the applicant to obtain 
16 and use base flood elevation and floodway data available from a federal or state agency 
17 or other source; or 

18 (3) Where base flood elevation and floodway data are not available from another source. 
19 where the available data are deemed by the Floodplain Administrator to not reasonably 
20 reflect flooding conditions. or where the available data are known to be scientifically or 
21 technically incorrect or otherwise inadequate: 

22 (a) Require the applicant to include base flood elevation data prepared in 
23 accordance with currently accepted engineering practices; or 

24 (b) Specify that the base flood elevation is two (2) feet above the highest adjacent 
25 grade at the location of the development, provided there is no evidence 
26 indicating flood depths have been or may be greater than two (2) feet. 
27 
28 (c) Additional analyses and certifications. As applicable to the location and nature of the 
29 proposed development activity, and in addition to the requirements of this section. the 
30 applicant shall have the following analyses signed and sealed by a Florida licensed engineer 
31 for submission with the site plan and construction documents: 

32 (1 ) For development activities proposed to be located in a regulatory floodway, a floodway 
33 encroachment analysis that demonstrates that the encroachment of the proposed 
34 development will not cause any increase in base flood elevations; where the applicant 
35 proposes to undertake development activities that do increase base flood elevations, the 
36 applicant shall submit such analysis to FEMA as specified in Section 30-285(d) of this 
37 ordinance and shall submit the Conditional Letter of Map Revision, if issued by FEMA. 
38 with the site plan and construction documents. 

39 (2) For development activities proposed to be located in a riverine flood hazard area for 
40 which base flood elevations are included in the Flood Insurance Study or on the FIRM 
41 and floodways have not been designated, hydrologic and hydraulic analyses that 
42 demonstrate that the cumulative effect of the proposed development, when combined 
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I with all other existing and anticipated flood hazard area encroachments, will not increase 
2 the base flood elevation more than one (1) foot at any point within the City. This 
3 requirement does not apply in isolated flood hazard areas not connected to a riverine 
4 flood hazard area or in flood hazard areas identified as Zone AO or Zone AH. 

5 (3) For alteration of a watercourse, an engineering analysis prepared in accordance with 
6 standard engineering practices which demonstrates that the flood-carrving caoacity of the 
7 altered or relocated portion of the watercourse will not be decreased, and certification that 
8 the altered watercourse shall be maintained in a manner which preserves the channel's 
9 flood-carrving capacity; the applicant shall submit the analysis to FEMA as specified in 

10 Section 30-285(d) ofthis ordinance. 
11 
12 (d) Submission of additional data. When additional hydrologic, hydraulic or other engineering 
13 data, studies, and additional analyses are submitted to support an application, the applicant 
14 has the right to seek a Letter of Map Change from FEMA to change the base flood 
15 elevations. change floodway boundaries, or change boundaries of flood hazard areas shown 
16 on FIRMs. and to submit such data to FEMA for such purposes. The analyses shall be 
1 7 prepared by a Florida licensed engineer in a format required by FEMA. Submittal 
18 requirements and processing fees shall be the responsibility of the applicant. 
19 
20 Sec. 30-286. Inspections. 
21 
22 (c) General. Development for which a floodplain development permit or approval is required 
23 shall be subject to inspection. 
24 
25 (d) Development other than buildings and structures. The Floodplain Administrator shall 
26 inspect all development to determine compliance with the requirements of this ordinance and 
27 the conditions of issued floodplain development permits or approvals. 
28 
29 (e) Buildings. structures and facilities exempt from the Florida Building Code. The Floodplain 
30 Administrator shall inspect buildings, structures and facilities exempt from the Florida 
31 Building Code to determine compliance with the requirements of this ordinance and the 
32 conditions of issued floodplain development permits or approvals. 
33 
34 (f) Buildings. structures and facilities exempt from the Florida Building Code. lowest floor 
35 inspection. Upon placement of the lowest floor, including basement, and prior to further 
36 vertical construction, the owner of a building, structure or facility exempt from the Florida 
37 Building Code, or the owner's authorized agent. shall submit to the Floodplain 
3 8 Administrator: 

39 (1) If a design flood elevation was used to determine the required elevation of the lowest 
40 floor. the certification of elevation of the lowest floor prepared and sealed by a Florida 
41 licensed professional surveyor; or 

42 (2) If the elevation used to determine the required elevation of the lowest floor was 
43 determined in accordance with Section 30-285(b)(3)(b) of this ordinance, the 
44 documentation of height of the lowest floor above highest adjacent grade, prepared by the 
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1 owner or the owner's authorized agent. 
2 
3 (g) Buildings. structures and facilities exempt from the Florida Building Code. final inspection. 
4 As part of the fmal inspection, the owner or owner's authorized agent shall submit to the 
5 Floodplain Administrator a fmal certification of elevation of the lowest floor or final 
6 documentation of the height of the lowest floor above the highest adjacent grade; such 
7 certifications and documentations shall be prepared as specified in Section 30-286(d) of this 
8 ordinance. 
9 

10 (h) Manufactured homes. The Building Official shall inspect manufactured homes that are 
11 installed or replaced in flood hazard areas to determine compliance with the requirements of 
12 this ordinance and the conditions of the issued permit. Upon placement of a manufactured 
13 home, certification of the elevation of the lowest floor shall be submitted to the Building 
14 Official. 
15 
16 Sec. 30-287. Variances and Appeals. 
17 
18 (a) General. The appropriate reviewing board shall hear and decide on requests for appeals and 
19 requests for variances from the strict application of this ordinance and, pursuant to Section 
20 553.73(5), F.S., the flood resistant construction requirements of the Florida Building Code. 
21 
22 (b) Appeals. The appropriate reviewing board shall hear and decide appeals when it is alleged 
23 there is an error in any requirement, decision, or determination made by the Floodplain 
24 Administrator in the administration and enforcement of this ordinance. Any person 
25 aggrieved by the decision of the reviewing board may appeal such decision to the Circuit 
26 Court, as provided by Florida Statutes. 
27 
28 (c) Limitations on authority to grant variances. The appropriate reviewing board shall base its 
29 decisions on variances on technical justifications submitted by applicants, the considerations 
30 for issuance in Section 30-287(g) of this ordinance, the conditions of issuance set forth in 
31 Section 30-287(h) of this ordinance, and the comments and recommendations of the 
32 Floodplain Administrator and the Building Official. The appropriate reviewing board has the 
33 right to attach such conditions as it deems necessary to further the purposes and objectives of 
34 this ordinance. 
35 
36 (d) Restrictions in tloodways. A variance shall not be issued for any proposed development in a 
37 floodway if any increase in base flood elevations would result, as evidenced by the 
38 applicable analyses and certifications required in Section 30-285(c) of this ordinance. 
39 
40 (e) Historic buildings. A variance is authorized to be issued for the repair, improvement, or 
41 rehabilitation of a historic building that is determined eligible for the exception to the flood 
42 resistant construction requirements of the Florida Building Code, Existing Building, Chapter 
43 11 Historic Buildings, upon a determination that the proposed repair, improvement, or 
44 rehabilitation will not preclude the building's continued designation as a historic building and 
45 the variance is the minimum necessary to preserve the historic character and design of the 
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1 building. If the proposed work precludes the building's continued designation as a historic 
2 building, a variance shall not be granted and the building and any repair, improvement, and 
3 rehabilitation shall be subject to the requirements of the Florida Building Code. 
4 
5 (f) Functionally dependent uses. A variance is authorized to be issued for the construction or 
6 substantial improvement necessary for the conduct of a functionally dependent use, provided 
7 the variance meets the requirements of Section 30-287(d), is the minimum necessary 
8 considering the flood hazard, and all due consideration has been given to use of methods and 
9 materials that minimize flood damage during occurrence of the base flood. 

10 
11 (g) Considerations {or issuance of variances. In reviewing requests for variances, the 
12 appropriate reviewing board shall consider all technical evaluations, all relevant factors, all 
13 other applicable provisions ofthe Florida Building Code, this ordinance, and the following: 

14 (1) The danger that materials and debris may be swept onto other lands resulting in further 
15 injury or damage; 

16 (2) The danger to life and property due to flooding or erosion damage; 

17 (3) The susceptibility of the proposed development, including contents, to flood damage and 
18 the effect of such damage on current and future owners; 

19 (4) The importance of the services provided by the proposed development to the community; 

20 (5) The availability of alternate locations for the proposed development that are subject to 
21 lower risk of flooding or erosion; 

22 (6) The compatibility of the proposed development with existing and anticipated 
23 development; 

24 (7) The relationship of the proposed development to the comprehensive plan and floodplain 
25 management program for the area; 

26 (8) The safety of access to the property in times of flooding for ordinary and emergency 
27 vehicles; 

28 (9) The expected heights, velocity, duration, rate of rise and debris and sediment transport of 
29 the floodwaters and the effects of wave action, if applicable, expected at the site; and 

30 (10) The costs of providing govenunental services during and after flood conditions 
31 including maintenance and repair of public utilities and facilities such as sewer, gas, 
32 electrical and water systems, streets and bridges. 
33 
34 (h) Conditions (or issuance of variances. Variances shall be issued only upon: 

35 (I) Submission by the applicant, of a showing of good and sufficient cause that the unique 
36 characteristics of the size, configuration, or topography of the site limit compliance with 
3 7 any provision of this ordinance or the required elevation standards; 

38 (2) Determination by the appropriate reviewing board that: 

39 a. Failure to grant the variance would result in exceptional hardship due to the 
40 physical characteristics of the land that render the lot undevelopable; increased 
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1 costs to satisfy the requirements or inconvenience do not constitute hardship; 

2 b. The granting of a variance will not result in increased flood heights, additional 
3 threats to public safety, extraordinary public expense, nor create nuisances, cause 
4 fraud on or victimization of the public or conflict with existing local laws and 
5 ordinances; and 

6 c. The variance is the minimum necessary, considering the flood hazard, to afford 
7 relief. 

8 (3) Receipt of a signed statement by the applicant that the variance, if granted, shall be 
9 recorded in the Office of the Clerk of the Court in such a manner that it appears in the 

10 chain of title of the affected parcel of land: and 

11 ( 4) If the request is for a variance to allow construction of the lowest floor of a new building, 
12 or substantial improvement of a building, below the required elevation, a copy in the 
13 record of a written notice from the Floodplain Administrator to the applicant specifying 
14 the difference between the base flood elevation and the proposed elevation of the lowest 
15 floor, stating that the cost of federal flood insurance will be commensurate with the 
16 increased risk resulting from the reduced floor elevation, and stating that construction 
17 below the base flood elevation increases risks to life and property. 
18 
19 Sec. 30-288. Violations. 
20 
21 (a) Violations. Any development that is not within the scope of the Florida Building Code but 
22 that is regulated by this ordinance that is performed without an issued permit. that is in 
23 conflict with an issued permit. or that does not fully comply with this ordinance, shall be 
24 deemed a violation of this ordinance. A building or structure without the documentation of 
25 elevation of the lowest floor, other required design certifications, or other evidence of 
26 compliance required by this ordinance or the Florida Building Code is presumed to be a 
27 violation until such time as that documentation is provided. 
28 
29 (b) Authority. For development that is not within the scope of the Florida Building Code but that 
30 is regulated by this ordinance and that is determined to be a violation, the Floodplain 
31 Administrator is authorized to serve notices of violation or stop work orders to owners of the 
32 property involved, to the owner's agent, or to the person or persons performing the work. 
33 
34 (c) Unlawful continuance. No person shall continue any work after having been served with a 
35 notice of violation or a stop work order, except such work as that person is directed to 
36 perform to remove or remedy a violation or unsafe condition. 
37 
38 Sec. 30-289. Buildings and Structures. 
39 
40 (a) Design and construction of buildings, structures and facilities exempt from the Florida 
41 Building Code. Pursuant to Section 30-284(c) of this ordinance, buildings, structures, and 
42 facilities that are exempt from the Florida Building Code, including substantial improvement or 
43 repair of substantial damage of such buildings, structures and facilities. shall be designed and 
44 constructed in accordance with the flood load and flood resistant construction requirements of 
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1 ASCE 24. Structures exempt from the Florida Building Code that are not walled and roofed 
2 buildings shall comply with the requirements of Section 30-295 of this ordinance. 
3 
4 Sec. 30-290. Subdivisions. 
5 
6 (a) Minimum requirements. Subdivision proposals, including proposals for manufactured home 
7 parks and subdivisions, shall be reviewed to determine that: 

8 (1) Such proposals are consistent with the need to minimize flood damage and will be 
9 reasonably safe from flooding; 

10 (2) All public utilities and facilities such as sewer, gas, electric, communications, and water 
11 systems are located and constructed to minimize or eliminate flood damage; and 

12 (3) Adequate drainage is provided to reduce exposure to flood hazards; in Zones AH and 
13 AO, adequate drainage paths shall be provided to guide floodwaters around and away 
14 from proposed structures. 
15 
16 (b) Subdivision plats. Where any portion of proposed subdivisions, including manufactured 
17 home parks and subdivisions, lies within a flood hazard area, the following shall be required: 

18 ( 1) Delineation of flood hazard areas, flood way boundaries and flood zones, and design flood 
19 elevations, as appropriate, shall be shown on preliminary plats and final plats; 

20 (2) Where the subdivision has more than 50 lots or is larger than 5 acres and base flood 
21 elevations are not included on the FIRM, the base flood elevations determined in 
22 accordance with Section 30-285(b)(1) of this ordinance; and 

23 (3) Compliance with the site improvement and utilities requirements of Section 30-291 of 
24 this ordinance. 
25 
26 Sec. 30-291. Site Improvements, Utilities, and Limitations. 
27 
28 (a) Minimum requirements. All proposed new development shall be reviewed to determine that: 

29 (1) Such proposals are consistent with the need to minimize flood damage and will be 
30 reasonably safe from flooding; 

31 (2) All public utilities and facilities such as sewer, gas, electric, communications, and water 
32 systems are located and constructed to minimize or eliminate flood damage; and 

33 (3) Adequate drainage is provided to reduce exposure to flood hazards; in Zones AH and 
34 AO, adequate drainage paths shall be provided to guide floodwaters around and away 
3 5 from proposed structures. 
36 
3 7 (b) Sanitary sewage facilities. All new and replacement sanitary sewage facilities, private 
38 sewage treatment plants (including all pumping stations and collector systems), and on-site 
39 waste disposal systems shall be designed in accordance with the standards for onsite sewage 
40 treatment and disposal systems in Chapter 64E-6, F.A.C. and ASCE 24 Chapter 7 to 
41 minimize or eliminate infiltration of floodwaters into the facilities and discharge from the 

34 
Petition No. PB-14-1 0 TCH 
CODE: Words underlined are additions; words strie~ea are deletions. 



DRAFT 10/21/14 

facilities into flood waters, and impairment of the facilities and systems. 
2 
3 (c) Water supply facilities. All new and replacement water supply facilities shall be designed in 
4 accordance with the water well construction standards in Chapter 62-532.500, F.A.C. and 
5 ASCE 24 Chapter 7 to minimize or eliminate infiltration of floodwaters into the systems. 
6 
7 (d) Limitations on sites in regulatory floodways. No development, including but not limited to 
8 site improvements, and land disturbing activity involving fill or regrading, shall be 
9 authorized in the regulatory floodway unless the floodway encroachment analysis required in 

10 Section 30-285(c)(l) of this ordinance demonstrates that the proposed development or land 
11 disturbing activity will not result in any increase in the base flood elevation. 
12 
13 (e) Limitations on placement of fill. Subject to the limitations of this ordinance, fill shall be 
14 designed to be stable under conditions of flooding including rapid rise and rapid drawdown 
15 of floodwaters, prolonged inundation, and protection against flood-related erosion and scour. 
16 In addition to these requirements, if intended to support buildings and structures (Zone A 
17 only), fill shall comply with the requirements of the Florida Building Code. 
18 
19 Sec. 30-292. Manufactured Homes. 
20 
21 (a) General. All manufactured homes installed in flood hazard areas shall be installed by an 
22 installer that is licensed pursuant to Section 320.8249, F.S., and shall comply with the 
23 requirements of Chapter 15C-1, F.A.C. and the requirements ofthis ordinance. 
24 
25 (b) Foundations. All new manufactured homes and replacement manufactured homes installed in 
26 flood hazard areas shall be installed on permanent, reinforced foundations that are designed 
27 in accordance with the foundation requirements of the Florida Building Code. Residential 
28 Section R322.2 and this ordinance. 
29 
30 (c) Anchoring. All new manufactured homes and replacement manufactured homes shall be 
31 installed using methods and practices which minimize flood damage and shall be securely 
32 anchored to an adequately anchored foundation system to resist flotation, collapse or lateral 
33 movement. Methods of anchoring include, but are not limited to, use of over-the-top or frame 
34 ties to ground anchors. This anchoring requirement is in addition to applicable state and local 
35 anchoring requirements for wind resistance. 
36 
37 (d) Elevation. Manufactured homes that are placed, replaced, or substantially improved shall 
38 comply with Section 30-292(e) or 30-292(f) of this ordinance, as applicable. 
39 
40 (e) General elevation requirement. Unless subject to the requirements of Section 30-292(f) of 
41 this ordinance, all manufactured homes that are placed, replaced. or substantially improved 
42 on sites located: (a) outside of a manufactured home park or subdivision; (b) in a new 
43 manufactured home park or subdivision; (c) in an expansion to an existing manufactured 
44 home park or subdivision; or (d) in an existing manufactured home park or subdivision 
45 within which a manufactured home has incurred "substantial damage" as the result of a flood, 
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1 shall be elevated such that the bottom of the frame is at or above the elevation required, as 
2 applicable to the flood hazard area, in the Florida Building Code, Residential Section R322.2 
3 (Zone A). 
4 
5 (f) Elevation requirement for certain existing manufactured home parks and subdivisions. 
6 Manufactured homes that are not subject to Section 30-292(e) of this ordinance, including 
7 manufactured homes that are placed, replaced, or substantially improved on sites located in 
8 an existing manufactured home park or subdivision, unless on a site where substantial 
9 damage as result of flooding has occurred, shall be elevated such that either the: 

1 0 ( 1) Bottom of the frame of the manufactured home is at or above the elevation required in the 
11 Florida Building Code, Residential Section R322.2 (Zone A); or 

12 (2) Bottom of the frame is supported by reinforced piers or other foundation elements of at 
13 least equivalent strength that are not less than 36 inches in height above grade. 
14 
15 (g) Enclosures. Enclosed areas below elevated manufactured homes shall comply with the 
16 requirements ofthe Florida Building Code, Residential Section R322 for such enclosed areas. 
17 
18 (h) Utility equipment. Utility equipment that serves manufactured homes. including electric, 
19 heating, ventilation, plumbing, and air conditioning equipment and other service facilities, 
20 shall comply with the requirements of the Florida Building Code, Residential Section R322. 
21 
22 Sec. 30-293. Recreational Vehicles and Park Trailers. 
23 
24 (a) Temporary placement. Recreational vehicles and park trailers placed temporarily in flood 
25 hazard areas shall: 

26 (1) Be on the site for fewer than 180 consecutive days; or 

27 (2) Be fully licensed and ready for highway use, which means the recreational vehicle or 
28 park model is on wheels or jacking system, is attached to the site only by quick-
29 disconnect type utilities and security devices. and has no permanent attachments such as 
30 additions, rooms, stairs, decks and porches. 
31 
32 (b) Permanent placement. Recreational vehicles and park trailers that do not meet the limitations 
33 in Section 30-293(a) of this ordinance for temporarv placement shall meet the requirements 
34 of Section 30-292 of this ordinance for manufactured homes. 
35 
36 Sec. 30-294. Tanks. 
37 
38 (a) Underground tanks. Underground tanks in flood hazard areas shall be anchored to prevent 
39 flotation, collapse or lateral movement resulting from hydrodynamic and hydrostatic loads 
40 during conditions of the design flood, including the effects of buoyancy assuming the tank is 
41 empty. 
42 
43 (b) Above-ground tanks. not elevated. Above-ground tanks that do not meet the elevation 
44 requirements of Section 30-294(c) of this ordinance shall be permitted in flood hazard areas 
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1 provided the tanks are anchored or otherwise designed and constructed to prevent flotation, 
2 collapse or lateral movement resulting from hydrodynamic and hydrostatic loads during 
3 conditions of the design flood, including the effects of buoyancy assuming the tank is empty 
4 and the effects of flood-borne debris. 
5 
6 (c) Above-ground tanks. elevated. Above-ground tanks in flood hazard areas shall be attached to 
7 and elevated to or above the design flood elevation on a supporting structure that is designed 
8 to prevent flotation. collapse or lateral movement during conditions of the design flood. 
9 Tank-supporting structures shall meet the foundation requirements of the applicable flood 

10 hazard area. 
11 
12 (d) Tank inlets and vents. Tank inlets, fill openings. outlets and vents shall be: 

13 (1) At or above the design flood elevation or fitted with covers designed to prevent the 
14 inflow of floodwater or outflow of the contents of the tanks during conditions of the 
15 design flood; and 

16 (2) Anchored to prevent lateral movement resulting from hydrodvnarnic and hydrostatic 
17 loads, including the effects ofbuoyancy, during conditions ofthe design flood. 
18 
19 Sec. 30-295. Other Development. 
20 
21 (a) General requirements tor other development. All development. including man-made changes 
22 to improved or unimproved real estate for which specific provisions are not specified in this 
23 ordinance or the Florida Building Code, shall: 

24 (1) Be located and constructed to minimize flood damage; 

25 (2) Meet the limitations of Section 30-291(d) of this ordinance if located in a regulated 
26 floodway; 

27 (3) Be anchored to prevent flotation, collapse or lateral movement resulting from hydrostatic 
28 loads, including the effects of buoyancy, during conditions of the design flood; 

29 ( 4) Be constructed of flood damage-resistant materials; and 

30 (5) Have mechanical. plwnbing, and electrical systems above the design flood elevation, 
31 except that minimum electric service required to address life safety and electric code 
32 requirements is permitted below the design flood elevation provided it conforms to the 
33 provisions of the electrical part ofbuilding code for wet locations. 
34 
35 (b) Fences in regulated floodways. Fences in regulated floodways that have the potential to 
36 block the passage of floodwaters. such as stockade fences and wire mesh fences, shall meet 
3 7 the limitations of Section 30-291 (d) of this ordinance. 
38 
39 (c) Retaining walls. sidewalks and driveways in regulated tloodways. Retaining walls and 
40 sidewalks and driveways that involve the placement of fill in regulated floodways shall meet 
41 the limitations of Section 30-291(d) of this ordinance. 
42 
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I (d) Roads and watercourse crossings in regulated floodways. Roads and watercourse crossings, 
2 including roads, bridges, culverts, low-water crossings and similar means for vehicles or 
3 pedestrians to travel from one side of a watercourse to the other side. that encroach into 
4 regulated floodways shall meet the limitations of Section 30-291(d) of this ordinance. 
5 Alteration of a watercourse that is part of a road or watercourse crossing shall meet the 
6 requirements of Section 30-285(c)(3) of this ordinance. 
7 
8 Sec. 30-296-30.299. Reserved. 
9 

10 

11 Section 2. A new Section 6-16 of the City of Gainesville Code of Ordinances is created 
12 to add the following administrative amendments to the Florida Building Code, Building, to read 
13 as follows: 
14 
15 Sec. 6-16. Local Administrative Amendments to the Florida Building Code. 
16 
17 A new Section 107.6.1 is created and added to the Florida Building Code, Building, as follows: 
18 
19 107.6.1 Building permits issued on the basis of an affidavit. Pursuant to the requirements of 
20 federal regulation for participation in the National Flood Insurance Program (44 C.P.R. Sections 
21 59 and 60), the authority granted to the Building Official to issue permits. to rely on inspections. 
22 and to accept plans and construction documents on the basis of affidavits and plans submitted 
23 pursuant to Section 105.14 and Section 107.6. shall not extend to the flood load and flood 
24 resistance construction requirements of the Florida Building Code. . 
25 
26 A new Section 117 is created and added to the Florida Building Code. Building. as follows: 
27 
28 SECTION 117 VARIANCES IN FLOOD HAZARD AREAS 
29 
30 117.1 Flood hazard areas. Pursuant to Section 553.73(5). F.S., the variance procedures adopted 
31 in the local floodplain management ordinance shall apply to requests submitted to the Building 
32 Official for variances to the provisions of Section 1612.4 ofthe Florida Building Code, Building 
33 or, as applicable. the provisions of R322 of the Florida Building Code, Residential. This section 
34 shall not apply to Section 3109 of the Florida Building Code, Building. 
35 
36 
37 
3 8 Section 3. A new Section 6-17 of the City of Gainesville Code of Ordinances is created 
39 to add the following technical amendments to the Florida Building Code, Residential, to read as 
40 follows: 
41 
42 Sec. 6-17. Local Technical Amendments to the Florida Building Code. 
43 
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1 Section R322.2.1 ofthe Florida Building Code, Residential, is amended as follows: 
2 
3 R322.2.1 Elevation requirements. 
4 
5 1. Buildings and structures in flood hazard areas not designated as Coastal A Zones shall have 
6 the lowest floors elevated to or above the base flood elevation plus 1 foot or the design flood 
7 elevation, whichever is higher. 
8 
9 2. In areas of shallow flooding CAO Zones), buildings and structures shall have the lowest floor 

10 (including basement) elevated at least as high above the highest adjacent grade as the depth 
11 number specified in feet on the FIRM plus 1 foot, or at least 3 feet if a depth number is not 
12 specified. 
13 
14 3. Basement floors that are below grade on all sides shall be elevated to or above the base flood 
15 elevation plus 1 foot or the design flood elevation, whichever is higher. 
16 
17 Exception: Enclosed areas below the design flood elevation, including basements whose floors 
18 are not below grade on all sides, shall meet the requirements of Section R322.2.2. 
19 
20 
21 
22 Section 4. In terms of design, plan application review, construction and inspection of 

23 buildings and structures, the cost impact as an overall average is negligible in regard to the local 

24 technical amendments because all development has been subject to the requirements of the local 

25 floodplain management ordinance adopted for participation in the National Flood Insurance 

26 Program. In terms of lower potential for flood damage, there will be continued savings and 

27 benefits to consumers. 

28 Section 5. It is the intention of the City Commission that the provisions of Sections 1 

29 through 3 of this ordinance shall become and be made a part of the Code of Ordinances of the 

30 City of Gainesville, Florida, and that the sections and paragraphs of this ordinance may be 

31 renumbered or relettered in order to accomplish such intentions. 

32 Section 6. If any word, phrase, clause, paragraph, section or provision of this ordinance 

33 or the application hereof to any person or circumstance is held invalid or unconstitutional, such 
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finding shall not affect the other provisions or applications of this ordinance that can be given 

2 effect without the invalid or unconstitutional provision or application, and to this end the 

3 provisions ofthis ordinance are declared severable. 

4 Section 7. All ordi11ances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are to the extent of 

5 such conflict hereby repealed. 

6 Section 8. This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon adoption. 

7 

8 PASSED AND ADOPTED this _____ day of ______ _, 2014. 

9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 Attest: 
17 
18 
19 
20 KURT M. LANNON 
21 CLERK OF THE COMMISSION 

22 

EDWARD B. BR.ADDY 
MAYOR 

Approved as to fonn and legality: 

NICOLLE M. SHALLEY 
CITY ATTORNEY 

23 This ordinance passed on first reading this _ ___ day of _ _ ____ _ , 2014. 
24 
25 This ordinance passed on second reading this ____ day of ___ ___ , 2014. 
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