








Fire Assessment 
June 3, 2010

Legislative #091050



Revenue Generated

Rate @ Rate/FPU Revenue Generated
Less Govt 

Non-Assessable Net Revenue

100% $155 $10,696,530 $1,038,905 $9,657,625

67% $104 $7,166,675 $696,066 $6,470,609

33% $51 $3,529,855 $342,839 $3,187,016

50% $78 $5,406,953 $519,453 $4,887,500

37% $57 $3,975,497 $384,395 $3,591,102



100% Rate
Demand 
/Avail. 1 FPU 1.5 FPU 2 FPU 2.5 FPU

Factor Sq Ft
Assess
ment Sq Ft

Assess
ment Sq Ft

Assess
ment Sq Ft

Assess 
ment

Hazard 
Class 3 0.8792 100-399 $136 400-799 $204 800-1199 $273 1200-1599 $341

Hazard 
Class 4 0.8792 100-499 $136 500-899 $204 900-1399 $273 1400-1899 $341

Hazard 
Class 5 1.4375 100-699 $223 700-1199 $334 1200-1799 $446 1800-2499 $557

Hazard 
Class 6 1.6011 100-899 $248 900-1599 $372 1600-2499 $496 2500-3499 $620

Hazard 
Class 7 0.9901 100-1199 $153 1200-1999 $230 2000-3099 $307 3100-4499 $384

Rate Examples at 100%

•90% of Class 7 properties fall within 2.5 FPUs per structure



Demand/
Avail. 1 FPU 1.5 FPU 2 FPU 2.5 FPU

Factor Sq Ft
Assess
ment Sq Ft

Assess
ment Sq Ft

Assess
ment Sq Ft

Assess
ment

Hazard
Class 3 0.8792 100-399 $91 400-799 $137 800-1199 $183 1200-1599 $228

Hazard
Class 4 0.8792 100-499 $91 500-899 $137 900-1399 $183 1400-1899 $228

Hazard 
Class 5 1.4375 100-699 $149 700-1199 $224 1200-1799 $299 1800-2499 $373

Hazard 
Class 6 1.6011 100-899 $166 900-1599 $249 1600-2499 $333 2500-3499 $416

Hazard 
Class 7 0.9901 100-1199 $103 1200-1999 $154 2000-3099 $206 3100-4499 $257

Rate Examples at 67%



Demand
Avail. 1 FPU 1.5 FPU 2 FPU 2.5 FPU

Factor Sq Ft
Assess
ment Sq Ft

Assess
ment Sq Ft

Assess
ment Sq Ft

Assess
ment

Hazard 
Class 3 0.8792 100-399 $45 400-799 $67 800-1199 $90 1200-1599 $112

Hazard
Class 4 0.8792 100-499 $45 500-899 $67 900-1399 $90 1400-1899 $112

Hazard 
Class 5 1.4375 100-699 $74 700-1199 $110 1200-1799 $147 1800-2499 $184

Hazard 
Class 6 1.6011 100-899 $82 900-1599 $123 1600-2499 $164 2500-3499 $205

Hazard
Class 7 0.9901 100-1199 $51 1200-1999 $76 2000-3099 $101 3100-4499 $127

Rate Examples at 33%



90% of the buildings in each hazard class fall within the FPUs shown 
below

the table reflects the square footage range at that FPU and rate 
examples

Rate at Rate at Rate at 

FPU Sq Ft 100% 67% 33%

Hazard Class 3 10 17800-19599 $1,363 $913 $450 

Hazard Class 4 10 21100-23199 $1,363 $913 $450 

Hazard Class 5 7 13700-15699 $1,560 $1,045 $515 

Hazard Class 6 8.5 27800-31199 $2,109 $1,413 $696 

Hazard Class 7 2.5 3100-4499 $384 $257 $127 



Hardship Provisions
• Low Income Senior Exemption

– Age 65 and older
– Household Income $25,723 or less

Family Size Annual Income @ 150%

1 $16,245

2 $21,855

3 $27,465

4 $33,075

5 $38,685

6 $44,295

7 $49,905

8 $55,515

• Low Income 
Homeowner 
Exemption
– 150% of poverty used 

to determine eligibility
– Based on Family Size 



Presented by:

Government Services Group, Inc.
1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 250
Tallahassee, Florida  32308

Office: (850) 681-3717
Fax: (850) 224-7206

CITY OF GAINESVILLE  
FIRE RESCUE ASSESSMENT  

PROGRAM  

JUNE 3, 2010

Legislative #091050
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Assessment Methodology

•  Based on NFPA guidelines

•  Uses hazard classes

•  Charge based on fire protection units



33

Fire Protection Units

•  Uses NFPA standards for determining 
minimum water supplies for structural fire 
fighting purposes.

•  Assigns hazard class to each building use.

•  Uses actual square footage of buildings.

•  Uses formula to calculate fire flow 
requirements for each building based on 
Fire Department’s initial alarm standards, 
hazard class and building square footage.

•  Result is presented as fire protection units.



44

Hazard Class Examples

Class 7 -  Residential, hotel, nursing home, 
school, office

Class 6 -  Bakery, barber shop, churches and 
similar religious structures, gas station, 
government building 

Class 5 -  Restaurant, laundry, nursery

Class 4 -  Warehouse, department store, 
exhibition hall, paper mill

Class 3 -  Sawmill, flour mill, plastic processing
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Factored Fire Protection Units

•  Develops relationship between the hazard classes 
to account for the historical demand for fire 
services

–  Adds probability for fire protection units within 
hazard classes to require fire services

•  Two Factors:

–  Demand Component Factor

–  Availability Component Factor 

•  Determine proportion of person-hours attributable 
to the Demand and Availability Components
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Credits

•  Eligibility for properly designed and 
functioning sprinkler systems

•  Applied to fire protection units calculated for 
buildings

•  Application by property owner

•  Verified by Fire Department

•  Credit is 10% unit reduction



77

Fire Assessment Rate Scenarios

Funding Level
Factored Fire 

Protection Units
Fire Protection 

Unit Rate
Gross Revenue 

Generation

100% Funding Level (Maximum) 74,014.49 $155.00 $10,696,530.00 

67% Funding Level 74,014.49 $104.00 $7,166,675.00 

33% Funding Level 74,014.49 $51.00 $3,529,855.00 
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Sample Tier Matrix

Square Foot Tier
Min 

Sq Ft
Max

Sq Ft
Equivalent  Fire 

Protection Units
Factored Fire 

Protection Units

CLS 7 TIER 1 100 1,199 1.0 0.9901

CLS 7 TIER 2 1,200 1,999 1.5 1.4852

CLS 7 TIER 3 2,000 3,099 2.0 1.9802

CLS 7 TIER 4 3,100 4,499 2.5 2.4753

CLS 7 TIER 5 4,500 6,099 3.0 2.9703

CLS 7 TIER 6 6,100 7,999 3.5 3.4654

CLS 7 TIER 7 8,000 9,999 4.0 3.9604

CLS 7 TIER 8 10,000 12,399 4.5 4.4555
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What Happens Next?

•  Mail and Publish Notice –  By June 24

•  Hotline to assist property owners with questions 
and corrections

•  Opportunity for Public Education

•  Final Hearing to Implement Program –  July 15
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