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Presentation Overview

• Program History



3

328 kW

8,318 kW

0

1,000

2,000

3,000

4,000

5,000

6,000

7,000

8,000

9,000

K
ilo

-w
at

ts
 In

st
al

le
d

GRU Installed Solar Growth

GRU Installed Solar Capacity After 
October 2008

GRU Installed Solar Capacity Before 
October 2008

Figures represent both GRU Net Metering & FIT Programs



Three classes of FIT projects

• Class 1: Small rooftop and ground mount 
10kW or less 

• Class 2: Large rooftop greater than 10 kW     
and less than 300kW; small 
ground mount 10 to 25 kW 

• Class 3: Large ground mount greater 
than 25 kW
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What are GRU’s FIT goals?

• Accelerate deployment of solar in Gainesville and allow 
opportunity for many participants in program

• Encourage early private investment/ innovation

• Promote job growth

• Achieve renewable energy and carbon reduction goals

• Balance solar PV as a good investment for both 
investors and our ratepayers
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Presentation Overview

• Solar Cost Trending
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Historical FIT Pricing

1Installed Cost/Watt Data include all materials, labor and direct costs 

associated with construction

Contract 
Entered into 
Under This 

Policy 
During 

Calendar 
Year

Fixed Rate per 
kWh Applied 

Uniformly 
From the Date 
of Installation 

Through 
December 31, 

Fixed Rate $/kWh Over Life of 
Contract

Reference Installed Solar 
Cost per Watt 1

Class 1 Class 2 Class 3 Class 1 Class 2 Class 3

2009 2029 N/A $0.32 $0.26 $7.50 $7.50 $6.10

2010 2030 N/A $0.32 $0.26 $7.50 $7.50 $6.10

2011 2031 $0.32 $0.29 $0.24 $7.50 $6.75 $5.50
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Look what peers are doing
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Presentation Overview

• Recommended 2012 Solar FIT 
Pricing
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Solar financial model still holds

• Federal tax incentives still eligible to those who 
qualify (in lieu of cash grant)

• After-tax cash flow yields reasonable long-term rate 
of return given verified lower reference solar cost 
data

• GRU to offer 2012 pricing incentive to more closely 
match supply with demand
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2012 Proposed FIT Pricing

1Installed Cost/Watt Data include all materials, labor and direct costs associated with construction

Contract 
Entered into 
Under This 

Policy 
During 

Calendar 
Year

Fixed Rate per 
kWh Applied 

Uniformly 
From the Date 
of Installation 

Through 
December 31, 

Fixed Rate $/kWh Over Life 
of Contract

Reference Installed 
Solar Cost per Watt 1

Class 1 Class 2 Class 3
Class 

1 
Class 

2
Class 

3

2009 2029 N/A $0.32 $0.26 $7.50 $7.50 $6.10

2010 2030 N/A $0.32 $0.26 $7.50 $7.50 $6.10

2011 2031 $0.32 $0.29 $0.24 $7.50 $6.75 $5.50

2012 2032 $0.24 $0.22 $0.19 $5.50 $5.00 $4.00
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Recommendation

• The City Commission direct the City 
Attorney to draft, and City Clerk to 
advertise ordinances to adopt the 
recommended 2012 Solar Feed-In-
Tariff rates for contracts entered into 
during Calendar Year 2012.


