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CALL TO ORDER

AGENDA STATEMENT

"Citizens are encouraged to participate in City of Gainesville meetings.  In 

general, speakers will be limited to 3 (three) minutes per agenda item.  Additional 

time may be granted by the Mayor or by the City Commission as directed.  The 

City of Gainesville encourages civility in public discourse and requests that 

speakers limit their comments to specific motions and direct their comments to 

the Chair.  Signs or Props are not permitted in the meeting room.  Citizens are 

encouraged to provide comments in writing to the Clerk of the Commission before 

meetings and/or during meetings for inclusion into the public record.  Citizens 

may also provide input to individual commissioners via office visits, phone calls, 

letters and e-Mail, that will become public record.  In some instances, i.e., 

Quasi-Judicial Hearings, these particular contacts may be prohibited.

ROLL CALL

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

180438. General Policy Committee Minutes (B)

RECOMMENDATION The General Policy Committee approve the 

minutes of September 27, 2018.

180438_September 27 2018 Minutes_20181011.pdf

DISCUSSION OF PENDING REFERRALS

180389. CRA Discussion (NB)

 

RECOMMENDATION The General Policy Committee hear an update 

from staff.

180358. Chamber Tech Council Recruitment Strategy (NB)

RECOMMENDATION The General Policy Committee hear an update 

from staff.

Legislative History 

9/6/18 City Commission Referred to the General Policy Committee
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180410. Economic Development Model (B)

RECOMMENDATION The General Policy Committee hear an update 

from staff.

180410A_Economic Development Activities - Now and What's Next_101118.pdf

180410B_EDNowandWhat'sNext_GPC_101118.pdf

180068. ConnectFree Program Update (B)

 

This item requests the General Policy Committee to receive a status 

report about the ConnectFree Program, and consider minor revisions to 

simplify program administration and clarify which projects are eligible.

Explanation: In late 2016, the City Commission reinstated the ConnectFree Program 

(Program) and directed staff to provide a status update in approximately 

18 months. 

The Program subsidizes water and wastewater extensions and 

connections to eligible residential structures, and structures that serve 

persons with special needs.  The subsidies include line extension costs 

(which are capped at $25,000 for wastewater and $10,000 for water) and 

connection charges.  In addition, the Program pays onsite plumbing 

costs for income qualified applicants.  The Program may provide 

assistance to qualified applicants throughout the GRU service area.  The 

Program is funded by surcharges collected on water and wastewater 

connections in the unincorporated part of the GRU service area. 

The ConnectFree Program resolution allocates Program funds on an 

annual basis as follows: 

1.                     60% - Single Units/Neighborhood Extensions - 

Owner-occupied/rental and non-profit/government individual properties. 

2.                     15% - Affordable Housing (minimum $37,500) - Local 

government contribution to affordable housing development projects 

leveraged with federal/state low-income housing tax credits. 

3.                     10% - Public Health, Safety, Environmental (minimum 

$25,000) - Projects to address public health, safety or environmental 

welfare. 

4.                     15% - Program Delivery (minimum $37,500) - Costs for 

administering the Program. 

Based on the types of projects funded through the Program, the greatest 

need for assistance was requested from the “Public Health, Safety, 

Environmental” category.  As such, to provide flexibility to the Program 

funding criteria and better assist applicants, staff recommends 

combining the “Single Units/Neighborhood Extensions” and  the “Public 
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Health, Safety, Environmental” categories.  This combined category will 

allow the flexibility and funding needed to address various types of 

projects without the need to reallocate funding between categories. 

Additionally, staff requests that the General Policy Committee request 

that the City Commission clarify that the “Affordable Housing” funding 

category is intended only for affordable housing developers of residential 

structures that meet the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD) definition of affordable for low-income households.

Since the reinstatement of the Program in July 2016, the total revenue 

collected is $1,183,929.74 (FY16-FY18) to fund the Program.

Fiscal Note:

RECOMMENDATION The General Policy Committee: 1) hear a 

presentation from staff; 2) consider minor revisions 

to clarify project eligibility criteria for the 

ConnectFree Program; and 3) refer those 

revisions to the City Commission.

Legislative History 

6/21/18 City Commission Referred to the General Policy Committee

180175A_ ConnectFree Update Staff Analysis to GPC_101118.pdf

180175B_ ConnectFree Program Update_PPT_GPC_101118.pdf

180175C_ #150246Agenda Action 9-17-2015_GPC_101118.pdf

180175D_ #160146 Agenda Action 7-21-2016_GPC_101118.pdf

180175E_ #140680 Legislation Details (With Text)_GPC_101118.pdf

180359. Non-Traditional Entrepreneur Accelerator Program (NB)

 

RECOMMENDATION The General Policy Committee hear an update 

from staff.

Legislative History 

9/6/18 City Commission Referred to the General Policy Committee

180153. Community ID Card Program (B)

Explanation: On July19, 2018, Mayor Poe placed an item on the City Commission 

agenda to discuss community identification cards.  After discussion and 

presentation from a local group interested in issuing such cards, the 

Commission directed city staff to determine in what circumstances a 

locally-issued ID could be accepted in lieu of a state-issued ID, including, 

but not limited to, law enforcement, city services and medical care.  The 

Charter Officers gathered information from their respective staff on when 

the City requests identification from third parties in their 

transactions/interactions with the City and created the table attached as 

back-up to this item.  In addition, information provided by the entity that 
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plans to issue community identification cards is attached as back-up to 

this item.

No fiscal impact, the City will not be issuing the identification cards.Fiscal Note:

RECOMMENDATION Review information provided and discuss.

Legislative History 

7/19/18 City Commission Approved, as shown above

180153_FaithAction ID Program Resource_20180719.pdf

180153_8 Keys to a successful community ID program_20180719.pdf

180153_C-Arreola Submittal Community ID Program_20180719.pdf

180153_C Arreola Submittal_Community ID_20180719.pdf

180153A_HRC Information_20181011.pdf

180153B_Table - Charter Officers_20181011.pdf

180425. General Policy Committee Referral List (B)

RECOMMENDATION The General Policy Committee discuss.

180425_Referral List_20180911.pdf

ADJOURNMENT

Page 5 City of Gainesville Printed on 10/ 10/18 at  2:16 pm  

http://Gainesville.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=21865f04-bed0-4fb2-a1a4-438b1f76a67c.pdf
http://Gainesville.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=5c72b744-3be2-4111-aee6-c0c60cf8a70a.pdf
http://Gainesville.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=b16c54b2-0350-495f-9134-1d87a253dcf4.pdf
http://Gainesville.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=bb8186a8-f776-454f-b57f-7272edda86d4.pdf
http://Gainesville.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=7b453fac-f6ab-4c47-a813-7a2a46968ddc.pdf
http://Gainesville.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=95bb83c1-49a8-43d3-9394-71db207d1955.pdf
http://gainesville.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=28634
http://Gainesville.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=981254df-d472-47f2-bed0-a4cd6395fd12.pdf

