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- Ci(y o f Inter-Office Communication
Gainesville Planning Division
X5022, FAX x2282, Station 12
Item No. 6
TO: City Plan Board DATE: August 17,2000
FROM: Planning Division Staff
SUBJECT: Petition 111SVA-00 PB, Brown and Cullen, Inc., agent for University of

Florida Foundation Inc. and State of Florida IITF. Pursuant to Section 30-
192(b), City of Gainesville Land Development Code, to vacate, abandon and
close, that portion of the right-of-way of Northwest 20th Street lying between
West University Avenue and Northwest 1** Avenue.

Recommendation

Staff recommends approval of Petition 111SVA-00PB, with conditions.

Explanation

Brown & Cullen, Inc., on behalf of the University of Florida Foundation (UFF),
has submitted this request to vacate, abandon, and close the first block of NW 20™
Street, from West University Avenue north to NW 1* Avenue. The closed right-
of-way will be transformed into an outdoor, quasi-public plaza that will connect
the two UFF buildings on the east and west sides of NW 20" Street with a design
that provides an inviting open space that safely conveys the pedestrian and
bicyclists to the signalized intersection crossing at West University Avenue and
North-South Drive.

Existing Conditions

Northwest 20™ Street has a high number of bicycle and pedestrian trips between
the residential area to the north of the University of Florida, and a high number of
pedestrian trips between the two UFF buildings on either side of NW 20™ Street.
The street has a low volume of automobile traffic, however, specific counts are
not available from the Public Works Department.

The “Corridors To Campus” study (1997), prepared by Dr. Ruth Steiner for the
Florida Department of Transportation’s State Safety Office and the City of
Gainesville, recommends closing that segment of NW 20" Street (see attached
documentation). The study counted a total of 958 combined bicycle, pedestrian
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and jay-walker/cyclists per day crossing at the intersection of West University and
NW 20" Street (Corridors to Campus, pages 28 & 29).

The existing right-of-way for NW 20th Street is 42.5 feet wide. Currently, three
streets in the immediate vicinity have “T” intersections with West University
Avenue. Northwest 20" Street and NW 20" Terrace have unsi gnalized
intersections, while North-South Drive is a signalized intersection. Northwest 20
street and NW 20" Terrace are approximately 150 feet apart, located on the north
side of West University Avenue, and North-South Drive is located on the south of
West University Avenue, 90 feet west of NW 20" Street and 35 feet east of NW
20" Terrace.

Given the existing street locations and intersections, and particularly the offset
with North-South Drive, the NW 20" Street and NW 20" Terrace intersections
currently operate as right-in/right-out only, and have signage and some traffic
medians intended to prevent left turns. Only North-South Drive accommodates
left turns from West University Avenue. The NW 20™ Street intersection does not
contain any pedestrian facilities for crossing West University Avenue. A
sidewalk is present on the east side of NW 20™ Street, which must be crossed in
order to access the signalized pedestrian crossing at North-South Drive and West
University Avenue. Sidewalks are present on West University and North-South
Drive. Figure 1 is attached which depicts the relationships between NW20th
Street, NW 20™ Terrace, North-South Drive, and West University Avenue.

Proposed Conditions

This petition proposes to close the first (southernmost) block of NW 20™ Street.
Closing the first block of NW 20" Street constitutes a safety improvement that
will eliminate one offset intersection. The closed right-of-way will be converted
into an outdoor, quasi-public plaza that will be designed to allow the continued
flow of bicycle and pedestrian traffic while eliminating vehicular traffic. The new
plaza will reduce bicycle and pedestrian/vehicle conflicts by directing the existing
bicycle and pedestrian traffic on NW 20" Street to the signalized, striped cross-
walk at North-South Drive and West University Avenue. This allows the bicycle
and Pedestrian traffic to focus solely on crossing West University Avenue.

The petitioner has indicated that the vacated right-of-way will be transformed into
a large quasi-public open space, with aesthetically pleasing landscaping and street
furniture that matches the City’s Streetscaping projects on NW16th and NW 17
Streets. The plaza will also serve as an architectural element tying the two UFF
buildings together, and provide an outdoor gathering space for University-oriented
events. The anticipated renovation and reconstruction of the UFF buildings, on
either side of the right-of-way, should be timed to coincide with construction of
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the plaza to create a truly inviting presence along the West University Avenue
corridor. Figure 2 is attached which shows the existing right-of-way area
reconfigured as an outdoor plaza.

The-€ity PlanrBoard-and-€ity-Commission-shatt-consider-the-following-criteria-in
determining whether the public welfare would be best served by the proposed
action:

1. Whether the public benefits from the use of the subject right-of-way as
part of the city street system.

Analysis of this issue is provided in the “Corridors to Campus” study. The public,
presently, gains minimal benefit from the right-of-way in question due to the
restrictions placed on the turning movements allowed of motor vehicles (right-
in/right-out only). This block and intersection has proven, over the years, to be
relatively dangerous due the number of pedestrian and bicycle conflicts with
motor vehicles. The adjacent property owners will continue to retain access to
their property from adjacent streets. The public will continue to have safe or safer
pedestrian, bicycle, and emergency vehicle access across, over or through this
abandoned right-of-way.

2. Whether the proposed action is consistent with the City’s comprehensive
plan.

Staff finds that the proposed action would be consistent with the City’s
comprehensive plan objective of continued revitalization of the Traditional City
Area/College Park Neighborhood by; improving the sense of place and
community; providing a vibrant mix of civic, commercial, office, retail, and
residential uses in close proximity; reducing crime by encouraging a 24-hour mix
of uses and pedestrians; striking a balance between the needs of the car and
pedestrian by creating a pleasant ambiance and interesting people-scaled features;
and substantially improving the safety and convenience of non-moterized multi-
modal transportation methods.

3. Whether the proposed action would violate individual property rights.

Staff finds that the proposed action should not violate any individual property
rights. No properties shall be made landlocked or inaccessible.

4. The availability of alternative action to alleviate the identified problems.

If the city decides not to close this block, the possibility of left-turning
movements could be reduced with islands that direct traffic in only the right-in
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and right-out direction. Signage at NW 1* Avenue and University Avenue
indicates that no left turns are allowed could reinforce this message. However,
the viability of the project and safety could be jeopardized because of the lack of
gathering space for overflow crowds and guests.

5. The effect of the proposed action on traffic circulation.

This issue is covered in the “Corridors to Campus” plan. Although there are
numerous north/south streets in this area of the College Park Neighborhood, the
vacation of the street in-question could necessitate the re-evaluation of one or
more of the existing streets in the area into one-way pairs. Access to the
signalized crossing at West University will be improved, and the existing bicycle
and pedestrian safety and traffic conditions will be substantially enhanced by
vacating the existing right-of-way. Due to the right in/right out intersection
design of NW 20" Street, the street currently carries a low volume of automobile
traffic. Vehicular access in this location will be closed and dispersed to the
surrounding roadway network. The existing street grid will not be substantially
altered, and the outdoor public plaza can be designed and constructed to provide
better pedestrian and bicycle access, yet also continue to provide access for fire,
police and other emergency vehicles.

6. The effect of the proposed action on crime.
There should be no negative impact associated with this request.

7. The effect of the proposed action upon the safety of pedestrians and
vehicular traffic.

Continued existence of this right-of-way configuration maintains the unsafe
intersection design, which includes 3 “T” intersections and encourages
unsignalized crossings at West University Avenue, and perpetuates the City’s
maintenance obligations and existing safety liabilities. Vacating the right-of-way
will allow the area to be reconstructed as an outdoor public plaza designed to
direct pedestrians and bicyclist to the signalized crossing at West University and
North-South Drive, and will eliminate the City’s maintenance cost and bicycle
and pedestrian liabilities.

8. The effect of the proposed action on the provision of municipal services
including, but not limited to emergency services and waste removal services.

The effect of the proposed action should not adversely impact municipal services.
Vehicular access in this location will be closed and dispersed to the surrounding
roadway network. The existing street grid will not be substantially altered, and
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the outdoor public plaza can be designed and constructed to provide better
pedestrian and bicycle access, yet also continue to provide access for fire, police,
and other emergency vehicles.

9.~ Themecessity torelocate-utilities; both-publicand-private:

The petitioner will be granting to the City or the City will be retaining a utilities
easement over, under, and across the right-of-way in question, so there should be
no problem relocating any utilities if required or desired. All utility changes, if
any, will be at petitioner’s expense.

10. The effect the proposed action will have on property values in the
immediate and surrounding areas.

The action of the street vacation along with the proposed site improvements
proposed should increase the property values in the surrounding neighborhood.

11. The effect of the proposed action on geographic areas which may be
impacted.

The proposed action should have little effect on the geographic area in which it is
located. The existing vista along Northwest 20" Street should remain much as it
is today with no buildings to interrupt the view.

12. The effect of the proposed action on the design and character of the area.

The effect of the proposed action (street vacation) in conjunction with the
proposed development of the “Alumni Hall” and “Plaza” (see attached drawing)
should do much to further enhance the importance and tie between the UF campus
and the College Park Neighborhood area to the south. The new multi-story brick
UF style building should provide a “Sense of Place” for returning alumni to the
University at one of its more important entrances (Florida Field and O’Connell
Center) on North-South Drive.
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The recommendation to approve Petition 111SVA-00 PB, with conditions, is
based, in part, on the comments from the following Departments:

City Departments and Utilities

1. Bell South: Bell South cables feed UF Foundation buildings. Please locate
cables and retain easement for buried cables (feed is from the north-east).

2. GRU: Gas, electric, and sewer facilities are only services and could be
abandoned. Water facilities need to remain or be relocated, as this line is
important to the distribution system in the area. f this portion of NW 20" Street is
vacated, a public utilities easement will be needed.

3. Real Estate Division: There are existing utilities within the right-of-way of
NW 20" Street. A (PUE) public utilities easement must be retained of the area of
vacation.

4. City Arborist: Approved with conditions (See attached memo). Comments
are more pertinent to site plan review by DRB.

5. Public Works Department: We support closing this block. This is a
difficult intersection because it is so close to North-South Drive. It basically
functions as a right-in/right-out. Corridor to Campus pretty much supports
closing the block, see page 76. Ingress/egress to the neighborhood can be via
18/19/22 streets. This project would really transform this block into a nice
pedestrian area at a main entrance to UF.

6. Fire: The right-of-way vacation is approved as submitted. Access onto the
proposed plaza by emergency vehicles would be desired to facilitate high rise
apparatus use during an emergency incident. Please consider mountable curbs on
each end. Through access would not be required.

7. Building: The Building Department has no problem with the proposed street
vacation.

8. Planning Division: The “Alumni Hall” project will not require Development
Plan Review by the City of Gainesville Development Review Board because the
project is located within the boundaries of the adopted University of Florida
“Comprehensive Master Plan 1994-2004”,

It is staff's understanding that the Master Plan will be amended to include the
proposed plaza area. However, the petitioner has agreed to coordinate the design
of the project with the appropriate city departments as the design is developed.
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The petitioner intends to include improved bike/ pedestrian access to the
University Avenue crosswalks into the design. In addition to the requirements of
the other departments, city staff shall review and coordinate with the petitioner
regarding provisions of a pedestrian cross-access easement, bus stop/shelter

refocation, and any approvals needed for drop-off/toading areasand parking
lot/garage access affecting adjacent streets. The street will be officially vacated at
the appropriate time to accommodate the plaza development.

Respectfully submitted,

Paspt b

Ralph Hilliard
Planning Manager

RH: GGF
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September 4, 2000
Petition 111SVA-00PB
Legal Description

Al of that nght-of-way known as N W. 20™ Street lying between Block 1of College Court as per Plat
Book “A”, pag C

Plat Book “A” page 9 of the Pubhc Records of AlachuaCounty, Florlda and lymg south of a westerly |
extension of the north line of said Block 4 of College Park. Lying and being in the City of Gainesville,
Florida.
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Pedestrian and bicycle counts conducted at the intersection of Archer Road and SW

34™Street yielded the following:

Pedestrians Bicyclists Jay-walkers/cyclists
7:15 AM-9:45 AM 54 24 7
11:30 AM-1:30 PM 14 36 30
4.00 PM-6:00 PM 24 77 27
Total 92 137 64

The peak 15 minute interval yielded a total of 15 pedestrians, bicyclists, and jay-
walkers/cyclists from 11:15 AM to 11:30 AM and from 4:30 PM to 4:45 PM. See Appendix
E for more detailed count information.

Vehicular ADTs for the SW 34"Street area are as follows:

Year Corridor Count

1995 SW 34"Street (1600 block) 48,000
1995 SW 34"Street (2000 block) 41,500
1995 SW 34"Street (N of Radio Road) 41,000
1995 SW 34"Street (2800 block) 30,000
1995 SW 34"Street (100 block) 25,000
1995 SW 34"Street (4300 block) 14,600
1993 SW 34™Street (900 block) 38,026

NW 20"*Street (City of Gainesville)

The NW 20"Street corridor is a local street extending from West University Avenue
north to NW 5%Avenue. NW 20"Street is 30 feet wide, with a right-of-way of approximately
43 feet. It connects with NW 19™Street via NW 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4*Avenues.

The NW 20"Street corridor is well-maintained except for changes in sidewalk
elevation. Facilities include stop signs for east/west traffic at all intersections and on-street
decal parking facilities on the west side for approximately 29 cars. The sidewalk network is
continuous on the east side with a lack of buffer strips from the 100 through the 400 blocks.

The west side does not have a sidewalk network. Light fixtures are located on the west side.

28
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a Crosswalks and curb cuts are lacking at intersections through the entire corridor. RTS does

3 " not serve this corridor.

Counts conducted at the intersection of NW 20"Street and West University Avenue

‘i: & during three peak time intervals yielded the following:

Pedestrians Bicyclists Jay-walkers/cyclists
7.00 AM-9:30 AM 87 139 35
11:00 AM-1:15 PM 138 131 93
4:00 PM-6:00 PM 210 96 29
Total 435 366 157

According to the count data, the peak 15 minute interval yielded a total of 59 pedestrians,
bicyclists, and jay-walkers/cyclists from 11:30 AM to 11:45 AM. See Appendix E for more

detailed count information.

NW 19"Street (City of Gainesville)

NW 19"Street is a two-lane, two-way local street extending from West University

G g o s

Avenue north to NW 7"Place. The corridor runs from West University Avenue north to NW
5"Avenue. NW 19"Street is 30 feet wide with a right-of-way of approximately 50 feet.

NW 19®Street corridor is a well-maintained corridor. Facilities include stop signs for
east/west traffic at all intersections except a two-way stop at the intersection with NW
5"Avenue. It contains on-street decal parking facilities for approximately 28 vehicles on the
west side. Sidewalks exist on both sides of the street and contain protective buffer strips in
some areas. Lighting also exists on both sides of the street. Crosswalks are located at the NW
5"Avenue and the West University Avenue intersections. The corridor contains no bicycle
lanes and curb cuts are generally lacking. RTS does not serve this corridor.

Counts conducted at the intersection of NW 19"Street and West University Avenue

during three peak time intervals yielded the following:

Pedestrians Bicyclists Jay-walkers/cyclists
7.00 AM-9:30 AM 145 156 65
11:00 AM-1:15 PM 176 152 111
29



34™ Street

This study incorporates all of the recommendations of the Multimodal corridor study.
The level of pedestrian and bicycle activity in this area is low enough to suggest the large
number of students in this area may be better served by the transit system. However, the
University currently has plans to build a parking lot on the west side of 34" Street. If, and

when, this parking lot is built, there may be a need for a pedestrian and bicycle overpass to

provide a safe means to cross 34" Street.

NW 20" Street

Like many other corridors in the College Park/University Heights Redevelopment
Area, it is recommended that the sidewalk be completed. Along NW 20" Avenue, this
recommendation includes only the sidewalk on the east side of the street. The sidewalks are

not recommended on the west side of the street because there is insufficient space to locate

the sidewalk without removing trees or other shrubbery.

Ree, ,;mméwtzﬁm & & The recommendation to close the first block is made based upon discussions with the

Redevelopment Agency, the City of Gainesville Traffic Engineering and the University of
Florida Foundation. While the project team does not generally support the closure of streets,
this location has special characteristics that may justify the closure. Currently, this street
carries a low volume of traffic, has high volumes of pedestrian traffic between the two Alumni
Association buildings and, because of the offset with North-South Drive, has a dangerous
intersection in which it is difficult to maintain safe movements. To implement this

recommendation the University of Florida Foundation would need to negotiate with the city

for the closure of the street; the city would expend no money to close this block of the street.-% A

If the city decides not to close this block the possibility of left-turning movements could be
reduced with islands that direct traffic in only the right-in and right-out direction. Signage at
NW 1* Avenue and University Avenue that indicates that no left turns are allowed could

reinforce this message.

76
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NW 1st Avenue Corrldor

g ‘Included inq Included in Included in § Included in
year work | Cost-Feasiblef Included in| Multimodal | Bic/Ped
g Improvement Responsibility § program Plan 1Needs Plan]  Study board recs Cost
Lay sidewalk on NW 1st Avenue
between NW 18th and NW 17th
Streets and reconstruct broken City $22,700 *
sidewalk and install handicap ramps
between NW 17th And NW t6th Sts.
NW 20th Street Corridor
Ilncluded ing Included in Included in || Included in
year work §Cost-Feasiblef included in}j Multimodal | Bic/Ped
Improvement Responsibility | program Plan Needs Plan]  Study board recs Cost
% 3| Close off first block City / UF $0
Completion of sidewalk networks,
reconstruction of broken sidewalks, City $17900 *

and installation of handicap ramps.

* This estimate reflects half the ariginal mobilization cost assuming the entire street will be coected al one time.
** Mobillization costs are excluded but are Included in the completion of the sidewalk network.
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34. NW 16™Street:

Make this street right turn only

35. NW 17"Street:

36.

37}

¥ 3 38,

39

40.

It is 24 and 3/4 feet wide with in street bike lanes. When you have 15’ lanes in
street bike lanes are not recommended because the cars go too fast.

Designated as a collector street by the city

Need more pedestrian storage space at the intersection of 17*St. and University
Ave.

Good place for an exclusive pedestrian signal at the intersection of University
Ave.

Good place to try advanced storage lanes for cyclists

UF is spending money on Buchman for bike lanes

NW 1*Avenue:

Make this a heavy pedestrian area but there is a problem with the post office

One-way pairs:

NW 2™and 3" Avenues make one-way pairs to 16"St.
Not practical to do one-way pairs between 2"and 3 Ave because 3"has back out
parking. More practical one-way pairs between 1%and 2"Ave.

NW 20"Street:

Close NW 20"Street to automobiles because of accident data on North/South
Drive.

. NW 23"Street:

Can make a connection with the greenway
There is a curve, hill, and no signal at University Ave. This is why more people
use 22™St.

SW 2™Ave (26A)

The one way pairs in the 26/26A project will hurt the bicyclist. There needs to be
an off street facility or a counter flow. People will not think to look the other way
for bicyclists

The off-street facility needs to be replaced. It is heavily used.

There will be some striping maintenance but no resurfacing because they would
rather wait until the 26/26A project is complete.

123
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RECOMMENDATIONS
NW 20th Street Corridor
Included in § Included in Included in | Included in
year work {Cosl-Feasibled Included in | Multimodal | Bic/Ped
Improvement, Responsibility | program Plan Needs Plan“ Sludy board recs Cost
Close off first block City LUF s — 50
Completion of sidewali networks,
reconstruction of broken sidewalks, City $17.000 *
and installation of handicap ramps.
NW 19th Street Corridor
Ilnc[uded ing Included in Included in § Included in
year work [ Cost-Feasible] Included in] Multimodal Bic/Ped
Improvement Responsibility § program Plan 1Needs Plan Study board recs Cost
Change existing stop in first City $O
block or improve visibility of
existing stop sign
Completion of sidewatk networks,
reconstruction of broken sidewalks, City $23500 *
and installation of handicap ramps.
NW 18th Street Corridor
Included in § Included in Included in | Included in
year work J§Cost-Feasiblef Included in] Multimodal | Bic/Ped
Improvement Responsibility | program Plan Needs Plan|  Study board recs Cost
Change existing stop at first City $0
block (from north/south to
eastiwest)
Complete sidewalk network City $9.800 *
between NW 1st and NW 2nd
Avenues (westside of street) and
install handicap ramps.

A A e el ool e ge  smes ool seed Sled Ml Ned B e

* This estimate reflects half the original mobilization cost assuming the entire street will be corrected at one time.
** Mobllization costs are excluded but are Included in the completion of the sidewalk network.
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City Plan Board August 17,2000
Minutes Page 8

6. Petition 111SVA-00 PB  Brown & Cullen, Inc., agent for University of Florida Foundation, Inc. and
State of Florida IITF. Pursuant to Sec. 30-192(b), Land Development Code,
to vacate, abandon and close that portion of the right-of-way of Northwest
20th Street lying between West University Avenue and Northwest 1st
Avenue.

Mr. Gene Francis was recognized. Mr. Francis pointed out the location of the site on a map and described it
and the surrounding uses in detail.

Mr. Mike Castine, agent for the petitioner, was recognized. Mr. Castine noted that the petition came to the
board with a staff recommendation of approval. He explained that the goal of the project was to provide a
safety improvement. He presented drawings illustrating the function of the roads as they existed and how
they would be modified by the proposed vacation of right-of-way. He also presented a drawing of the
proposed streetscape and building and noted that the plan would channelize bicycle and pedestrian traffic to
signalized intersections. Mr. Castine pointed out the landscaping and noted that it would provide public open
space. He presented traffic accident data for 1997 and 1998. He cited the recommendation for closure of
the street by the "Corridors to Campus Study" prepared by Dr. Ruth Steiner. He indicated that the existing
streets in the area would be adequate to carry vehicular traffic. Mr. Castine indicated that the closure had
been included in the City's Five Year Workplan, the Cost Feasible Plan, the Needs Plan, and the Bicycle and
Pedestrians Board recommendations.

Mr. Bruce DeLaney, Director of Real Estate for the University of Florida, was recognized. Mr. DeLaney
discussed the new plaza to be constructed over the area of the street to be vacated. He also discussed the
proposed mixed-use parking facility to be constructed at the Catholic Church and other improvements in the
College Park Neighborhood. Mr. DeLaney explained that the project would create public open space and the
equivalent of a pocket park. He offered to answer any questions from the board.

Mr. Polshek noted that the staff report on the project called the area a "quasi-public plaza." He requested an
explanation of the term.

Mr. DeLaney stated that the area would be a University of Florida plaza and would be quasi-public in the
same manner as any of the UF campus.

Mr. Polshek asked if the land, once vacated, would fall under the ownership of the University or State of
Florida and no longer be under the purview of the City of Gainesville's planning procedure.

Mr. DeLaney indicated that it would.
Chair Guy asked how pedestrian and bicycle conflicts would be addressed.

Mr. DeLaney pointed out the proposed sidewalks and how they conveyed pedestrian and bicycle traffic to the
signalized crossing. He discussed the details of the proposed plaza. He agreed that conflicts were possible.
He noted that, through the use of pavers and other materials to delineate specific areas, conflicts could be
minimized.

These minutes are not a verbatim account of this meeting. Tape recordings from which the minutes were prepared are available
Jrom the Community Development Department of the City of Gainesville.
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Chair Guy asked why the city could not grant an easement and retain control of the street.

Mr. DeLaney explained that, under state rules, it was difficult to spend funds on land not owned by the
University. He pointed out that the city would retain easement rights through the property. He noted that
there were utilities under the street.

There was discussion of the loss of six on-street parking spaces on the section of the street to be vacated.

Chair Guy asked how pedestrian and bicycle traffic would be channelized to other crossings without a wall at
the terminus of the plaza to prevent crossing of University Avenue at that point.

Mr. DeLaney discussed the design of the sidewalks.

Mr. McGill noted that, while the intent of the project before the board was an open plaza, the University
could fence it off at a later date. He asked if any language could be added to the ordinance that would
prevent that closure.

Mr. DeLaney pointed out that rights would be retained by utility ingress and egress easements.

Mr. McGill cited a concern about future closings of the plaza. He agreed, however, as long as it was clear
that pedestrian and bicycle traffic was allowed, he could support the petition.

Dr. Fried noted that NW 20" Street was now a major bicycle path. He asked how the bicycle traffic would
be routed to compensate for the road closure.

Mr. DeLaney presented a map and discussed the proposed rerouting of bicycles and noted that the area
through the plaza would be fifty or sixty feet wide.

Mr. Polshek asked if staff could make it explicit that the property fall under the City of Gainesville land use
codes.

Mr. DeLaney indicated that he would object to such a provision. He pointed out that the plan would fall
under the University of Florida Master Plan.

Mr. Ralph Hilliard was recognized. Mr. Hilliard explained that there would be provisions for pedestrian,
bicycle and utility cross-access agreements. He pointed out that those recommended conditions were on
page six of the staff report.

Mr. Polshek cited concern with an increase in bicycle traffic and students' historic disregard for crossing
locations. He suggested that the use of the plaza might be so successful that rights of access might be
curtailed. He cited a concern that the plaza might be closed in the future. He indicated that the issue should
be addressed explicitly.

M. DeLaney agreed that it could be a concern. He suggested that staff's recommendations for pedestrian
cross-access agreements would be adequate to address those concerns.

These minutes are not a verbatim account of this meeting. Tape recordings from which the minutes were prepared are available
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Mr. Polshek discussed problems associated with universities and cities and suggested that the new building
not look so much like campus. He pointed out that it engendered the perception in the community that the
campus is spreading.

Mr. DeLaney indicated that he did not object to that perception and it was his desire to blur the edges of the
University and the city.

Mr. Polshek noted that the information presented spoke to a 24-hour mix of uses. He asked if the area would
be closed at some time.

Mr. DeLaney explained that, while the buildings would be closed during certain hours, the plaza would be
open 24-hours a day.

Chair Guy opened the floor to public comment.

Ms. Helen Hill, President of the University Park Neighborhood Association, was recognized. Ms. Hill
indicated that she wished to challenge the idea that the street closure was a safety issue. She noted that the
traffic report presented was from three intersections and not just NW 20" Street and University Avenue. She
read the text of the Corridors to Campus Study regarding the closure of the street and noted that it used the
words "may" justify the closure. Ms. Hill pointed out that the Study offered other options in addition to the
possible closure of the street, therefore, closure was not the only solution. She requested that the board
consider those other options. She asked how the proposed Catholic garage and one-way modifications to
NW 1* and 2™ Avenues would fit into the proposed closure. She suggested that those modifications and the
street closing be considered at one time rather than closing the street first. Ms. Hill cited a concern about
the quasi-public nature of the proposed plaza and the fact that the city would not be overseeing the site plans.
She asked if it was possible that the petitioner could place a building on the vacated right-of-way in the
future.

Mr. Josh Smith, member of the University Park Neighborhood Association, was recognized. Mr. Smith cited
a concern about the effect of the street closing on other streets in the neighborhood.

Mr. McGill cited a concern about the quasi-public nature of the project and what could be built on the
vacated street. He asked exactly how much of an easement the city would retain over the site.

Mr. Francis stated that the city would retain utilities and a perpetual pedestrian access easement over
approximately forty feet of right-of-way and no building construction could take place in that area.

There was discussion of the easements on the right-of-way.

Mr. McGill requested information on the effect of the closure of the street on the grid pattern of surrounding
streets.

Mr. DeLaney presented a map and discussed the grid in detail. He also reviewed aspects of the
Comprehensive Plan he believed supported the proposed plaza. He stated that he believed the grid system

These minutes are not a verbatim account of this meeting. Tape recordings from which the minutes were prepared are available
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for bicycles and pedestrians did not have to be identical to the grid system for automobiles. He pointed out
that automobiles were a minority of the trips on the street at the present time.
Mr. McGill requested information on the one-way options for NW 1% and 2™ Avenues.

Mr. Brian Kanely, of the Public Works Department, was recognized. Mr. Kanely discussed the NW 17*
Streetscape project and changing NW 1* Avenue to one-way west bound and NW 2™ Avenue to one way
east bound. He indicated a detailed presentation would be made to the Community Redevelopment Agency
(CRA) in September. He offered to answer any questions from the board.

Mr. Polshek pointed out that, if NW 1% Avenue and NW 2™ Avenue were one-way, and NW 20" Street north
of the proposed vacation were one-way north, it would force bicyclists and pedestrians to move against the
traffic if they were going south towards campus unless they were on the sidewalk which would not sustain
the amount of bicycle traffic that is expected.

Mr. Kanely agreed, but noted that staff was working with the NW 17" Street project and had not moved to
the study of NW 1* and 2™ Avenues. He indicated that steps could be taken with signage and bicycle lanes.
He noted that the streets were relatively low volume streets.

Mr. DeLaney noted that closing of NW 20" Street had been included in the recommendationé of the Bicycle-
Pedestrian Advisory Board's recommendation.

Chair Guy asked about the ability of the city to review the site plan for the project.

Mr. Hilliard explained that, once the land became state-owned property, the City had no review authority
over the University Master Plan and the vacated street could be modified as the petitioner wished.

Mr. Carter made the motion to approve the petition with staff conditions.
Dr. Fried seconded the motion.

Mr. Polshek suggested that it was premature to allow a street vacation without having a more integrated
understanding of the flow of traffic. He noted that data had not been provided on automobile traffic counts
on NW 20th Street which was very much part of the petition. He urged the board to consider that the request
was not holistically reviewed given the proposed Catholic Church and NW 17" Street projects. Mr. Polshek
cited a concern that the City would lose total purview over the property.

Motion By: Mr. Carter Seconded By: Dr. Fried

Moved to: Approve Petition 111SVA-00 PB with | Upon Vote: Motion Carried 4-1
staff conditions. Yeas: Fried, McGill, Carter, Guy.
Nay: Polshek

These minutes are not a verbatim account of this meeting. Tape recordings from which the minutes were prepared are available
Jrom the Community Development Department of the City of Gainesville.



6210 Utah Ave. NW
Washington, Dc 20015
August 11, 2000

RECFIVFD
City Plan Board
P.O. Box 490 AUG 14 2000
Gainesville, F1..32602-0490 PLANNING
N
Re: Petition 111SVA-00PB DIVISIC
Dear Sirs:

The referenced petition, on behalf of the University of Florida, requests that
NW 20th Street be closed between West University Avenue and NW 1st Avenue.
We are affected property owners because we own a home at 118 NW 20th Tererace.

We recommend and request that this petition not be approved. The existing
NW 20th Street provides a basic link between University Avenue and NW 5th
Avenue, itself a significant west-to-east street. To close it would bounce traffic onto
even more fully residential streets, like NW 20th Terrace and NW 19th Street.

The significance of NW 20th Street--and thus the need to keep it open--is shown
by the fact that there is a light at the intersection of NW 20th Street and University
Avenue. While the light also serves traffic entering the University Campus,
significant traffic goes north into 20th Street or south from it. Indeed, NW 20th
Street is particularly useful during football season.

Pedestrian benefit on the north side of University Avenue cannot be the reason
for the proposed street closing. Pedestrians can cross the street with the present
traffic light. But more fundamentally, if traffic is viewed as heavy, the street is
needed; if it is viewed as light, keeping the street open is not a major inconvenience to
pedestrians.

Incidentally, would the University pay the city for the use of the land (right of
way) if the street were closed?

The University has a great deal of land south of University Avenue and
extending far to the West which it can use as it wishes. It should not also need to
have a city street closed.

Sincerely yours,

Core RBoctlore kv € Buidlen

Pierce K and Helene C.Bullen
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HEARING BEFORE ¥
THE CITY COMMISSION °.

The City Commisalon of the'
City of Gainesville, FL will
conslder the following itams’

scheduled on Monday, Octo-.
bar 23, 2000, alter 6:00 P.M. In
{he City Hall, Firs! Floar Audi-
torium, 200 £, Universily Ava-
nue, Galnesville, Florida, - .. ..
Petition 111SVA-00 ;PB,"
rown ullen, Inc., agent
{or Universily of florida Foun-
dation, Inc. and State of Flor-,
ida IITF, Pursuant to Sec. 30-
192(b), Land Development
Code, lo vacate, abandon and

close that partion of the right-
of-way of Northwest 20th
Streel lylng betwean Wast
. University Avenue and North.
wast 1st Avenue, Legisiative
Matter No, 000231 e
Petition 125PDV-00 PB.
Ricardo Cavallina. Rerons
proporly from MU-1 (mixed-
use low Intensity dislrict) to
FD 1p¥annud evalopment
distrlel) with assoclated
development plan review for
a mixed-use developmont
with residential, office “and
restaurant use, Located at 528
Norhwest 39th Road. Legls-
lative Malter No. 000513 o7
n order to participate In the |
quasi-judicial portion of the
roceading bafore the .City.
mmission, all parties who
are entilled lo actual nolice
must lile the registration form
with the Board's sacrelary or
Rlerk nt;f ihha l.‘.illy C?m i Lssﬂogé
who Is not entilled fo
uc?:al written nolice, ho
bellaves that he or she has a
speclal Interast of would suf- |
for an Injury distinet In kind
and degree from thal shared
the public al large by the
patition, may request affected
parly status by flling an appli-
catlon with the Clerk of the’
City Commission In wriling
durlng regular business™
hours no less than seven (7)
days prior to the meellgr:r
.when tha pelition |s sched-
uled to ba heard. Tho applica-
tion must be filed “and

=

City Commission, First Floor, "] |

City Hall, 200 East University |
Avenue, during business
hours. If you do not choosa to
participale In the quasl-,
Judiclal’ portion of the "pro-;
ceeding, you will be allowed
o pravide lestimony and evl-

n%pomun of the meeling, up
o 5 minules par parson, - - ¥
f you have queslions about a
tition or the process, phone
he Depariment of mu-
nity Developmant at 334-5022
or come lo Room 188, Tho--
mas Center B, 306 NE 6th
Avenue, Gainesville, Florlda,
during business hours. ° ;&
If any person decides to
appeal a decislon of this body
with respect lo any malter
considered al the above-
relerenced meeling or hear-
Ing, he/fshe will need a record
of the proceedings, and for
such purposes It may ba nec-
essary lo ensure thal a verba-
tim récord of the proceedings
Is made, which record
Includes the testimony and
evidence upon which
appeal is to be based, -
. Persons with disabilitles who
mclulra assistance to parlicl-,
pate In the meeling -are
gquealed“to ns:llfyr%hs Egu:z
un epartment .
339&51 al least 48 helrs*
prior to the meeting date. == "

S
(#19154) 10: 7 S

vk N '
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dence during the public hear- |’







