City of Gainesville, Florida

Office of Mayor Craig Lowe
PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, tourism is Flovida's number 1 industuy with §7.3 millien visitens in 2011, a necord
number! Florida is the top travel destination in the wordd; the towdism industuy has an ecenomic
impact of $67 Gillion on Florida’s econemy, generating 23 pencent of the state’s sales tax revenue
and employing mone than 1 millien Floridians; and

WHEREAS, funding for tep national destinations should include Florida and Gainesuille, and
Flonida Fournism Day will vemind state and local officials of the importance of towrism both
acnass the state and in the City of Gainesville; and

WHEREAS, for eveny $1 spent an towiism marfeting, VISIT FLORIDA, the state’s official
tourism marketing conpornation, genenates mare than $258 in tourism spending and $15 in new sales
tax collections, paid by visitens, not esidents; and

WHEREAS, in 2011 alone, towrism retuwwmed $4 Gillion to Flonida in tax revenue and $67.2 billion
in direct economic impact; and

WHEREAS, VisitQainesville is the official touriom sales and manketing crganization for
Gainesvitle and Mlachua County. In partnership with the City of Gainesville Farks, Recreation
and Cultunal Affairs Department, the City and VisitGainesville work togethier to strengthen cur
lacal ecanomy, to assure continued investment in tourism manketing to bring visitens to (lachua

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Cuaig Lowe, by the authority vested in me as Mayor of the City of
Gainesuitle, da henely proctaim Maxch 13, 2013 as
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in the City of Gainesville and invite all cux citizens to join me in supperting toudism marfieting, by
celebrnating Flovida Teuniom Day and jeining with the representatives from (lachua County and

the City at the Capitel cn Maxch 13, 2013 to further the development and awaneness of towrism in

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have heveunte set my hand and caused to be affixed the official
seal of the City of Gainesvitle, Horida, this 27% day of Febuary, C.£., 2013.

Craig Lowe
Mayer



