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INTRODUCTION

In 2000, the City Commission directed staff to consider additional environmental
regulations to protect significant environmental features on remaining undeveloped
parcels within the city. Staff evaluated all vacant parcels over 2 acres and ranked them
ecologically from Low to Outstanding. The results of this study were presented in the
2001 Environmental Resources Report. In 2004, the Commission adopted code to
create a Significant Ecological Communities (SEC) Overlaydpistrict, which requires
additional environmental review and setbacks on High tstanding parcels that are
rezoned into the district.

foIIowmg reasons: v
1. The environmental evaluatlo 2801 Environmental Resource
Report are not competent a dence” as required to rezone

,, Vfeatures may occur on properties not ranked as high or
outstanding. § & features receive no additional protection under the

current ordinan®

Also, existing City land development code identifies environmental features that require
specific set-backs or buffers, but additional environmental features are not adequately
protected and should be added to City code (Table 1). Upon examination of current
City codes, County codes, and procedures, the SEC Protection Committee
recommends the following strategy.
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The SEC Protection Committee recommends a two-tiered strategy to protect significant
ecological communities and features.

Tier 1: Parcels in County designated strategic ecosystems and annexed into the City

These are parcels annexed into the City of Gainesville (COG) and located within
designated Alachua County strategic ecosystem boundaries (Figure 1). Given
that the County’s strategic ecosystem regulations are based on a published,
accepted, and defensible environmental report, the City should adopt generally
similar code requirements to maintain the integrity of the designated ecosystems.

Development within County strategic ecosystem boundaries would require an

environmental assessment report, a management
(Table 1), unless otherwise deemed unnecessa

ecosystems are already designated in Co
familiar with these methods and regulat

anticipated that adoption of requireme
most effective for resource protegtion as
annexation of these areas.

Tier 2: All other parcels in the Cj

and additional setbacks

ough City staff review.
gBrties. Since strategic

88, property owners are

County’s strategic

y similar to the County’s will be
public support for future

These are properties
COG limits but not wi
(Figure 1). Protec
basis as landowpers Ti p

| However, if during the application review process, City
environmental features, than an environmental

A brief description of how the process will work is as follows:

1. Parcels in County designated strategic ecosystems and annexed into the City:

a.

b.

The developer must submit a development permit application as per the
City's revised land development code (Table 1).

City staff will review the permit application with assistance from Nature
Operations Division (NOD) staff if requested.

c. City staff will screen the parcel for protected features using GIS.
d.

City staff will ground truth the parcel for significant environmental features.
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e. The developer will submit an environmental assessment report
accompanied by a management plan as prepared by an environmental
professional, unless otherwise deemed unnecessary by City staff review.

f. City staff will review the environmental assessment report and
management plan for accuracy and provide any development limitations in
written comments to the developer and discuss as necessary.

2. Ali other parcels in the City:
a. The developer will submit a site plan with their development permit
application as per the City’s revised land development code.
b. City staff will review the permit with assistance from NOD staff if
requested.

City staff will screen the parcel for protected features using GIS.

. City staff will ground truth the parcel for signiffgant environmental features
to verify the submitted site plan. [f significe nvironmental features are
found, a formal environmental assessmg Wbe required.

e. The developer will provide a revised 4 ion if necessary.

f. Any development limitations will hgfgfovided in wrt comments to the

developer and discussed as negggsary. &

oo

SCHEDULE

The following steps will be taken if the rgg ioRgls accepted to ensure that a

i Jif the recommendation is not
accepted, this schedule will ngpd™te {Sted to account for the additional steps as
previously outlined.

1. NOD staff will revieWg: S e sfgategy and the list of protected features as
well as the st essary (i.e. set-backs, buffer limits, etc.).
(December

2. The Co County’s strategic ecosystem approach and

completed
list of protected features will be discussed by the
draft will be agreed upon. (December 22, 2008 — January

3. The revised stig
Committee and a%{
5, 2009) — completed

4. The final draft of the strategy will be provided to the City Attorney for comment.
(January 5, 2009) — completed

5. The subcommittee will meet with the City Manager to discuss the strategy and
revise as necessary. (January 8-9, 2009) — completed

6. The strategy will be discussed with selected stakeholders. (January 12-March 20,
2009) - in-progress

7. Staff will present the final version of the strategy to the CDC. (February 23-26,
2009) — completed

8. The subcommittee will revise the final draft of the strategy as necessary based
on all comments/suggestions. (March, 2009) — in-progress
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9. Staff will present the final version of the strategy at the City Commission meeting
for approval. (April 16, 2009)

10. Staff will prepare the final approved version of the strategy based on CDC and
Commission comments/approval. NOD staff will coordinate with Planning
Department staff to finalize the revisions to the land development code (April/May
2009)

11.Planning Department staff will prepare a petition to the Plan Board to incorporate
the strategy and new list of protected features into the city’s land development
code. (May/June 2009)

12.The Plan Board petition that will revise City Code will be submitted to the
Commission for approval. (June/July 2009)
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