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Save water by
irrigating wisely

atering tips
% lrrigating only when needed saves money

# Lawns need only 1/2 to 3/4 inch of water from
rain or irrigation twice per week to stay healthy.
To determine how long it takes your irrigation
system to put out half an inch of water, place
tuna cans around the yard and measure the
water collected in a half an hour

% Set your automatic sprinkler system to irrigate
between midnight and 4 AM. This reduces losses
from evaporation that can occur during the

- middle of the day. Watering early also reduces
the potential for plant disease

% Odd number houses should irrigate only on
Wednesdays and Saturdays. Even numbered
houses should irrigate on Thursdays and
Sundays

_
A

More t E

V% St. Johns River Water Management District's

permanent rule forbids watering between the
hours of 10 AM and 4 PM

@ |f you water your lawn between 10 AM and 4 PM,
the hottest time of day, the water is wasted - 65
percent of the water will evaporate

% The average GRU residential customer uses
97 gallons of drinking water per day

% Landscaping accounts for up to 50 percent of all
residential water use

ackflow prevention

@ All customers with automatic irrigation systems or
private wells must have a backflow prevention
device installed to protect the drinking water
supply

% It is the customers' responsibility to maintain the
backflow device on an annual basis

% Maintenance must be done by a certified
backflow device tester

% For specific information on backflow prevention
contact GRU Water/wastewater Engineering at
(352) 393-1698

Rain Sensors

% Florida law requires all owners of new automatic
sprinkler systems to install, operate and maintain
a rain sensor that will shut off the irrigation system
when rainfall has occured

This information is provided by a company that has ¢

| successfully attended a workshop on effective f
{ irrigation practices held by GRU and UFIFAS.




Written by Alys A. Brockway and Linda B. Landrum = Produced by IFAS and the St. JohnS River Water Management District

Home lawn irrigation is often necessary due to Floridas climate. An

“easy and efficient watering program can be established by deciding

when to water, how much water to apply and how the water will be
applied. : ‘

WHEN DO | IRRIGATE?

Two ways to determine when to water your lawn are 1) visual
inspection and 2) direct measurement of soil moisture. '

Visual inspection — The most efficient way to water your lawn is to
irrigate when it shows signs of stress from a lack of water. Visual signs
of water stress include the lawn turning a bluish-gray color; footprints
lingering after being made; leaf blades folding in half; and/or soil from
the rootzone feeling dry. , _

Direct measurement of soil moisture — One way to measure soil
moisture is with a soil moisture sensor. There are sophisticated sensors

hich will activate your irrigation system when water is needed. The

..1ore basic soil moisture sensors turn off your irrigation system when
water is adequate.

e ¢ 6666 606 0O
HOW MUCH WATER
SHOULD | APPLY?

A single standard measure-
ment to fit every situation is diffi-

| cult because of different soil

types. However, for most Florida
soils, an average of 2/3 to 3/4 of
an inch of water per application -

“is sufficient to replenish the grass’

water needs. Apply only enough
water to wet the grass’ root sys-

tem. Do not saturate the soil sO

fast that runoff occurs.
You have several options to
help determine how much water

{Please see other side...}



to apply to your lawn. Choose
the one best suited for your yard.
You may:

= Use a water meter which is
permanently installed in the irriga-
tion line. This will indicate the
number of gallons applied per
minute, allowing you to accurate-
ly determine the number of min-

utes necessary to- apply the cor-

rect volume.

= Use a rain shut off devnce on

your automatic timed sprinkler sys-
tem. This device overrides a sprin-
kler system in the event of a spe-

cific amount of rain. It- also resets |

the sprinkler system for normal
operation when the turf requires
more water. ‘

= Use a soil moisture sensor.
The sophisticated sensors will acti-
vate your irrigation system when
water is needed. The more basic
soil moisture sensors turn off your

irrigation system when water is
adequate

» Use the in-place measure-
ment of watering by the “can
method.” Place five to seven
wide-mouthed, flat-bottom cans
on diagonals throughout the irri-

gated area. Water for 15 minutes, |
then measure the depth of water -

in each can. Average the mea-
surements and use this to deter-
mine how long you need to irri-
gate to apply 2/3 to 3/4 of an
inch of water.

WHICH IRRIGATION
METHOD SHOULD |
CHOOSE?
= A hose-and-sprinkler system.
Place the sprinkler in the area
which is driest. [Avoid placing the

‘sprinkler in low or wet areas.)

Allow the calibrated sprinkler to

- run the proper length of time to

wet the root zone with 2/3 to 3/4
of an inch of water. When that
area is complete, move the sprin-
kler to another dry area. Place
your sprinkler to allow overlap
between areas: ideally, the spray
from one sprinkler should reach

~adjacent sprinklers to assure this

overlap.

" Underground irrigation sys-
tem. An irrigation system can be
automatic, manual or a combina-

tion of both. Manual systems rely
on you to turn them on when
your turf needs supplemental irri-
gation. The automatic system is
set for a pre-determined time of
day and day(s) of the week.

. Regardless of which system
you choose, uniformity of applica-
tion is essential. If in doubt about
this, seek the help of a competent

lawn professional.

Additional Watering Tips

= ‘Water early in the morning.
This reduces evaporation by the
hot sun and takes advantage of
less wind. Also, watering early
reduces the potential for d:sease
development.

= Do not mow the lawn too
short. This puts additional water
stress on the grass. Most St.

Augustine and Bahia grasses

should be mowed to a minimum
height of three inches. |
» Avoid over-fertilization. This
requires more watering and
mowmg
» |nspect your sprinkler system
frequently. Look for breaks, a uni-
form spray pattern and proper
timing.

ﬁﬁ&@&ﬁﬁ@%@@ﬁ&ﬁﬁ

For more technical information on this
subject, request extension bulletin, “Turf
Irigation- for the Home,” by F.S. Zazueta, A.
Brockway, L. Landrum and B. McCarty. This

" document is available at most county cooper-

ative extension service offices.
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