Public Schools Facilities Element
Evaluation and Appraisal

Major Issues Assessment

Issue 3: Encourage Livable Neighborhoods for People of All Ages.
Multi-generational neighborhoods. As a large percentage of the population ages and
moves toward retirement, Gainesville finds itself in the position of needing to provide
affordable housing that provides convenient access to the needs of everyday life.

Gainesville’s current comprehensive plan does not provide the tools to create
neighborhoods that allow a multi-generational spectrum of residents to ‘age in place’.
Access to everyday needs such as shopping, services, and medical facilities as well as
libraries, schools, community colleges, churches, museums, civic, social and cultural
associations, parks, and the arts attracts young families to needed resources, encourages
people to stay in their homes as they age, and helps develop intergenerational
neighborhoods.

Affordable Housing. The availability of affordable housing is an ongoing issue for this
community. This is not simply about housing for the poor but also about reasonable
housing for all income levels in all parts of the community. During the rise in housing
prices a few years ago, moderate income households had more difficulty finding the
housing that they wanted. The University of Florida has concerns about affordable
housing, especially near campus and in particular for UF employees. Higher density
areas near campus are attracting more students.

Housing the homeless is an ongoing issue related to atfordable housing. At this point in
time, a location with housing, camping, and/or a tent area with facilities such as showers

and lockers is needed for our homeless population.

Analvsis of Existing Objectives and Policies

The Public Schools Facilities Element (PSFE) policy that pertains to Major Issue 3 is
Policy 3.1.2, as shown in the Major Issues Evaluation Matrix for the PSFE.

Policy 3.1.2 requires the City, in conjunction with the School Board, to promote the
neighborhood concept in new developments or redevelopment by encouraging the use of
existing schools as neighborhood centers. Individual agreements regarding specific
school sites (see EAR/ Recreation Element Policy 1.3.3) have been made by the City’s
Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs Department. There also is an on-going
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recreational, tutorial after school program for elementary and middle school-aged city
youth {see EAR/Recreation Policy 1.7.1) that involves the School Board and UF.

Unforeseen or Unanticipated Changes

There have been no unforeseen or unanticipated changes with respect to this
comprehensive plan element since it was adopted in December of 2008,

Recommended Changes

The recommended change that is needed to address Issue 3, Encourage Livable
Neighborhoods for People of All Ages, is as follows:

e Policy 3.1.2 (re: promotion of the neighborhood concept by encouraging the use
of existing schools as neighborhood centers) needs to be revised so that it is not
limited to existing schools.

 Major Issues Evaluation Matrix ~Intergovernmental Coordination Element
Issue 3: Encourage Livable Neighborhoods for People of All Ages.

Objective or Policy Measurable Objective or Pelicy Achieved? Recommended
Target Changes
3.1.2 Partially, Individual agreements re: | Delete the term
The City, in conjunction with speci.ﬁc.school sites {se(? EAR/ “CX'iStiE’lg” so that
the S{:hoél Board, shall promote Recreation Element Pohc.y 1.3.3) policy is not
. ’ . have been made by the City’s limited to the use
the neighborhood concept in Parks, Recreation and Cultural of existing

new developments or
redevelopment by encouraging
the use of existing schools as
neighborhood centers,

Affairs Department. There also is schools.
an on-going recreational, tutorial
after school program for elementary
‘and middle school-aged city youth
(see EAR/Recreation Policy 1.7.1)
that involves the School Board and
UF.
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Public Schools Facilities Element
Evaluation and Appraisal

Element Assessment

Key Findings for the Public Schools Facilities Element
The City of Gainesville has substantially met the objectives, and policies of the Public
Schools Facilities Element,

Successes

The School Board of Alachua County is maintaining a financially feasible plan, school

capacity is now incorporated into all residential development reviews, and the school

siting process has progressed smoothly. (Source: April 26, 2010 e-mail from Gene Boles,

FAICP, Director, Center for Building Better Communities, Department of Urban &
‘Regional Planning, University of Florida, and consultant to the SBAC.)

The City has continued to reduce hazardous walking conditions consistent with Florida’s
Safe Paths to School program.

Per Policy 4.3.3 and as provided in the Interlocal Agreement, the City [Planning
Department] continues to annually provide the School Board a report on residential
growth and development trends within its municipal boundaries for the preceding
calendar year. The report s for the School Board’s consideration in allocating projected
student enrollment into school attendance zones.

Shortcomings

The land development regulations have not yet been amended (per Policy 2.1.2) to
include school concurrency provisions. However, school concurrency determinations are
made for all applicable (residential) land use, zoning and land development applications,
and annual residential building permit data is provided in the annual report (described in
Successes) to the School Board.

Impact of Rule Changes on the Public Schools Facilities Element

There have been no changes to Rule 9J-5, Chapter 163, the State Comprehensive Plan, or
the Strategic Regional Policy Plan that impact the PSFE Element that was adopted in
December 2008.

Recommended Changes

The recommended changes that are needed to update the PSFE (see Table 2, Evaluation
Matrix — Public Schools Facilities Element) and that are not unrelated to Major Issues
are:

e Objective 2.6 and Policy 2.6.1 — (re: annual adoption in the City’s Capital
Improvements Element of the School Board’s annually updated 5-Year District
Facilities Work Program) should be revised to incorporate the annually updated
work program by reference.
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