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CS/CSHB 1326

A bill to be entitled
An act relating tc the City of Gainesville, Alachua
County; amending chapter 12760, Laws of Florida

(1927), as amended by chapter 9%0-394 Laws of Florida;

repealing secticn 3.06, relating tg 'general

Utilities; creating the Gail
Ruthority and prescribing &

Gainesville Regional Utilit

ordinances; providis

referendum; providin

Be It Enacted b.f

ARTICLE VI ATNESVILLE REGIONAL UTILITIES AUTHORITY

7.01 Establishment.—There is hereby created a regional

utilities authority to be known and designated as the
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CS/CSHB 1325 2015

26| "Gainesville Regional Utilities Authority"

27 {"Authority").Gainesville Regicnal Utilities (“GRU”) shall be

28| remain a legal entity but after the effective date of this act

29| shall be governad by the dependent Authority. The Authority

“the City of

30| shall operate &s a political subdivision

31 Gainesville (“the city”) with no ad

32| The Authority is created for the e

33 constructing, operating, provid
34
35

36 and adopt rules, policied consistent ;ith and
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45

46

~law, for the

shall mean the Gainesville

e
rity of the City ¢f Gainesville.

shall mean Gainesville Regicnal

47 Utilities, a
48 {4) The

én of the Authority.

iember” shall mean a member of the Authority.

49 {(5) The term "utilities" shall mean, unless otherwise

590 specified, the electric utility system, water utility system,
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51| wastewater utility system, reuse water utility system, natural

52| gas utility system, communications utility system, and such

53 other utility systems as may be acguired by GRU in the future.

54 {(6) The term “user” shall mean a GRU

dlectric utility

55 system customer.

56 7.03 Commission voting members.

57 {1} There shall be 5 voting me

58 appointed by:a simple majority

59| Each member shall be a person ofip

60| business judgment who ca

61 to the best interest of

62 as follows:
63
64
65
66
67
68
6%
70
71
72

a Bachelor of Sci egree, or higher, in Engineering or

73| Bachelor of Science"Degree in Finance or Business

741 Administration, or'higher, or a Juris Doctorate, or eguivalent,

75 from an accredited law school.
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FLORIDA H C U S§ E o F R EPREZSENTATIVES

CS/ICSHB 1325 2018
76 {2) Members of the Authority shall:
77 (a) Reslide yeaf—round within the electric service

78| territory of Gainesville Regional Utilities’ electric utility

79 system.

80 {(b) Receive service ag a GRU elect

utility system

the initial members,

81| customer at the time ¢f the appcintmed

82 and, thereafter, be a customer of

83 Utilities.

84 (c) Eave not been convicte

85 applicable law.

86 {(3) In addition to Eﬂééeﬂqualific

87, must be, at the time of aﬁ'.'“

88! person serves as a.voting mem

89 city,

90 L times, “a minimumof one voting member must bes a-

91} resident of the ﬁﬁé@cox@o ated aréa
92 g

93
94
95
96
97

the City of Gaineswville.

i-of the'ﬁﬁthority shall be adjusted

98| customers based on the most recent annual information provided

99| by the Authority tc the city commission. For example, at such

100 <time as the ratic of total electric meters serving customers in
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101 the unincorporated area of Alachua County to total electric

102} meters serving all electric customers reaches 40 percent, upon

103| the explration of any utility commissioner’s term, or upon an
% Y p ¥

104 wutility commission vacancy, the city commi

ion must appoint a

105 second wvoting member from a municipalit Fihe county other
10%

than the City of Gainesville, or from incorporated area of

107 the county tce serve the next term
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120

121| considered forssubseguent reappointment provided that such

122| individual remain erwise qualified and chooses to be

123 considered for reapgfointment. (5} No voting member whe has been

124} appointed for three full, consecutive 4~year terms shall succesd

125| herself or himself.
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126 7.04 Voting member terms.—

127 (1) The city commissicn shall make initial Authcrity

128| member appointments within 120 calendar days after the approwval

129| of the referendum required by this act. The initial terms of

130| office for the five appointed members shé commence at 12:01

131} a.m. on October 1, 2016. The initial:appeintments called for in
132 this act and shall be as follows: )

133 to serve until 12:01 a.m. Octobsg
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141

cgmméhding at 12:01 a.m.

appointeéd, or until their

142
143
144
145
146

147| that such remainiﬁ

‘term exceeds 3 months.

148 7.05 Member compensation.—Beginning October 1, 2016 each

149! member shall ke paid an annual galary of $18,000, adjusted

150 annually to the All Urban CPI as defined by the Bureau of Labor

Page 6 of 12

CODING: Words stricker are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb1325-02-¢c2




FLORIDA H O USE O F REPREGSENTATIVES

CS/ICS/HB 1325 2015

151f and Statistics. Necessary individual expenses of members

152 incurred solely in carryving on and conducting the business of

153 the Autherity shall be paid in accordance with Authority policy

154 and procedures and subject to the approval :of a majority of the

155| Authority. No supplemental benefits ar ‘ovided for a member

156! position.

157 7.06 Authority; initial meeti _* tion, and oath.-—

128 {1) The first appcinted A tially meet at

158 the chambers of the city commis

160 October 5, 2016. The first officia

161| shall be election of a cl The Autﬁgrity
162
163
164
163
166
167
168
162
170

171

ffices of the

.section 7.03 shall include an

em during this organizaticnal meeting in

172 which the new uti 5 member shall be sworn by the Mayvor of

173} the City of Gainesville and the voting members shall elect a

174 chalrperson and a vice chairperson from among its voting

175 membership.
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176 {2) Before taking office for any term each member shall be

177| given an cath or affirmation similar to the ocath or affirmation

178| reguired ¢f a member cof the city commission.

179 7.07 Appointment and removal of chief ;executive

180| officer/general manager.—

shall appoint a

181 (1) The Authority, by a majority

182 chief executive officer/general m to direct and

eg the poliéles and authority

183] administer utilities function57:5
184| authorized by the Authority.
185 {2)
186
187
188
189
130
191
192
193]
194
185
196

157 under this secti

“not participate in the Authority's

198 deliberations, debate, or vote cn the matter.

199 7.09 General provisions.—
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200 (1) The city commission shall be regquired to create such

201! instruments as are necessary for the Authority to exercise its

202] authority in accordance with this act. The city commission shall

203] not encumber or allcow to be encumbered any

roperty, rights or

204 future interests of GRU by establishing ditions precedent or

205| administrative requirements before o the effective date

20¢ of this article.

207 (2) No member of the Authority shall be vidually -

208 respeonsible for Authority debts.

208 7.10 Powers and duti

210 (1) Consistent with

211! this act, such previcus ap

212 pclicies, rates, f and other

dgets,

213| provisions pre
214
215
216
217
218
219
220

, Treenacted, or

ticn purposes until such time

221| eminent domain, j 't utilities purposes only.

1222 (¢) The Autherfty has the obligation to transfer a

223 percentage of revenue fo the city for the city’s general fund

224 use. The total amount of such annual transfer shall be
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225| determined by the city commission. Such transfer shall not

226| exceed nine percent of the total operating revenue of GRU, set

227| annually. Said transfer shall be placed on each monthly bill on

228 a line item identified as “Transfer set by . Lity Commission”

229 GRU shall ceontinue to pass on the city ti sfer on a monthly

230 basis. No additicnal funds shall be

erred to the city’s

231| general fund from the utility.

232 {5) The Authority shall n

233

234 _

235 gffect on January 1, 2015

236 {6) No franchise, permit, tax, or

mnse,

237] usage fee shall be.levied up

238| the city or by‘f
239

law, rlght—of way, license,

and no unreasonabl,ﬁ

240

241

242 bty of Gatnesville authority, laws,
243 }-_”administrative regulations,

244 lnterpretatlons, “and controls directly and

245| indirectly affectlnq and controlling said utilities are hereby

246] conveyed to and axcl 1vely vested within said commission and

247 1its respective qov ance and authority as centained herein.

248| All rights, claims, actions, orders, and legal or administrative

249\ proceedings invelving the Authority immediately prior to the
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250 effective date of this act shall continue, except as modified by

251 the Authority pursuant to the provisions of and authority

252 granted by this act.

253 (8) The Authority shall ensure the deyvelopment of an

254| ethics policy and a code of business condict policy consistent

255| with best practices for municipal ut ., which shall be

256| reviewed at least biennially.

257 (9)_The rights or privilege
258
259
2601
261
262
263
264
265
266
267
268
269
270 (2)

circumstance is held invalid

‘hall not affect the other

t which can be given effect

onal provisicns or

the provisions of this act are

271 administrative d crderly compliance with the provisions

272 in this act, upon e effective date of this act, utility

273 commission functions as described in secticn 7.08(5) are

274, authorized and shall continue until amended or repealed by the
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275| Authority. The chairperson or designee is authcorized upon

276 appointment by the Authority, to execute documents required for

277] the transition as may be appropriate cr otherwise determined by

2781 the Authority and to provide required direction and

279 administration of utilities functions forix to 60 calendar days

280} during such time as the selection of Q/GM 1s 1n process as

281| provided in section 7.06 of the Chal

282 (3} CONFLICT WITH LAWS.—ak

283] conflict with this act are repe&

ea, resclutions,

284 Alachua County Charter provisions,

285| decrees, or parts thereof

286| extent of such conflict he eby also rep
on shall be fosed as

287 Saection 4. The referendum qu
288| follows: f' T "_ e |
. 28%| Shall the Charter of the Clty of Galnesv1lle be amended by

290 creatlng the Garnesv;ll
291 board,of, '
292 '
283 No :
294) Section 5. This"

:alnesv1lle Reglonal Utrlltres°

ct sﬁell take effect only upon its
295 approval by a*ﬁejorit‘ rote of those qualified slectors of the
296 City of Gainesriile5ypting in a referendum to ke held in

297 conjunction with tﬁeynext presidential preference primary

298] election to be held in Alachua County, except that this section

299| and section 4 shall take effect upon becoming a law.

Page 12 of 12

CODING: Words strisken are deletions; words underlined are additions. |
' | hb1325-02-¢2






