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Defining a Predator and Offender:

A sexual offender is a person designated a sex offender by his or her conviction of certain sexual offenses or kidnapping.

The designation of sexual predator, under Florida law, requires the court to make a specific finding that an offender is a sexual predator.

Where are they?

Currently there a total of 330 known offenders/predators living in the county and city.

There are a total of 209 registered sexual offenders and 107 convicted child molesters living in the city.

Why this type of ordinance?

Sex offenders/predators have the highest rate of recidivism over all other criminals.

Offenders/predators are often very transient in where they live. Many move several times over a year.
By restricting where they live hopefully this will cut down the number of times they move enabling law enforcement a better opportunity to verify their addresses.
The draft ordinance follows the Iowa state model restricting where convicted molesters live.

Who does it affect?
It affects sex offenders/predators who have been convicted of molesting children under the age of 16. 
It affects these offenders who are supervised by the Department of Corrections/Probation and Parole and those who have been released from probation/prison.

It affects those who knowingly rent either permanently or temporarily to child molesters.
How does it affect sex offenders/predators?

It restricts where these individuals may live in the city.

It does not require an offender/predator to move if they were living in their current residences prior to the ordinance being enacted. However, if they move from their current residence it will affect them.
It requires offenders/predators to sign a state form advising them of their individual responsibilities as an offender/predator.
What is currently being done to monitor these offenders/predators?
Address verifications are being performed by officers and one detective, assuring compliance with state laws.

Curfew checks in conjunction with Probation and Parole Officers assuring compliance.

Arrests are made for offenders not in compliance.

The Gainesville Police Department’s Record Management System tracks the information. 

State and National sweeps are being done with FDLE , State Probation and the US Marshals locating offenders who have absconded from supervision or who have warrants.
Community awareness and education is being done through neighborhood watch meetings, Black on Black Task Force, city organized events and the University of Florida.
Why a misdemeanor level penalty ($500/60day) rather than a more serious felony level offense?

 Municipalities are restricted in the penalties which may be applied to ordinance violations.  § 162.22, F.S. provides as follows:

 

162.22  Designation of enforcement methods and penalties for violation of municipal ordinances.--The governing body of a municipality may designate the enforcement methods and penalties to be imposed for the violation of ordinances adopted by the municipality. These enforcement methods may include, but are not limited to, the issuance of a citation, a summons, or a notice to appear in county court or arrest for violation of municipal ordinances as provided for in chapter 901. Unless otherwise specifically authorized and provided for by law, a person convicted of violating a municipal ordinance may be sentenced to pay a fine, not to exceed $500, and may be sentenced to a definite term of imprisonment, not to exceed 60 days, in a municipal detention facility or other facility as authorized by law. 

Why "grandfather" in locations which may violate the ordinance once adopted?
The ex post facto prohibition forbids the Congress and the States to enact any law which imposes a punishment for an act which was not punishable at the time it was committed; or imposes additional punishment to that then prescribed.    
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