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WOMEN FOR WISE GROWTH
1903 NW 36th Drive s /s
Gainesville, FL 32605 %)’ e
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February 11. 2005

To: Barbara Lipscomb, Interim City Manager, Pegeen Hanrahan, Mayor,
and Commissioners Lowe, Chestnut, Nielsen, Domenech, Braddy, Bryant

As part of the continuing environmental education program of Women For
Wise Growth, in cooperation with the Alachua County Environmental
Protection Department, we are again offering a field trip to study the
Hogtown Creek to the point where it enters Haile Sink. This trip is
scheduled for March 12, 2005.

On May 1, 2004, we toured and studied the Hogtown Creek from its origin on
53rd Avenue to the 34th St/University Avenue Bridge. The City of
Gainesville cooperated with the May 1, 2004 project by providing us with a
city bus.

The enclosed materials describe the May 1, 2004 field trip, the plans for the
March 12, 2005 trip, and some general information about Women for Wise
Growth .

For the forthcoming field trip, we are requesting that the Gainesville City
Commission authorize the provision of a bus for this project.

Thank you.

Doris Bardon

Women For Wise Growth Officers

Gail Sasnett/ Staulfer, President
Gladys Lane, Vice President

Kendra Siler Marsiglio, Vice President
Billie Staff, Treasurer

Adrienne Burges, Secretary

Doris Bardon, Founding President



The Hogtewn Creek watershed encompasses nearly
14 square mies of urban and suburban Gainesvile.
Hogrown Creek begns north of NW 53 rd Avenue
and west of NW 13 th Sireet. Ir then flows through
residerial nelghborhoods and commercial districts,
and then through forested wetlonds where it
uitimately recharges +the Floridan aquifer at

Hale Sink.

Land surface elevations In the watershed range from
175 feet NGVD in the upper part of the watershed
to 55 feet NGVD near Halle Sink. Rellef is high In
the watershed. In many aregs the cregk and
trbutaries are desply inclsed, exposing Hawthorn
Group solls comprised of sands, sits, days,
carbonates, and phosphates. Fosslls are frequently
cbserved In the streambed and along cut banks.

Approximately G5% of the land use In the Hogrown
Creek watershed is characterized as low density
residential, 15% Is commerclal, with the remaining
20% is divided between mixed hardwood forest,
forested wetlands, sivicutturol, agricultural, and
instirutional uses.

Watershed Description
Hogtown Creek consists of dredged channels,

natural and recovering sinuous streams, wetiands
and uplard forest, seeps, and sinks. Hogrown
Creek hos numerous tributaries, with four of the
largest being Possum Creek, Springsteod Creek,
Rattesnake Branch, ond Eizabeth Creek. These
four frbutaries dll join Hogtown Creek in the area
between NV 32th and NW 8th avenues.

Most of the creek's baseflow is contributed

by springs and seeps discharging groundwater
from the surficial and Infermediate aquifers.
Hogtown Creek flows through wetiand forests,
residential nelghborhoods, parks, and hardwood and
pine forests before terminating at Hale Sink,
located west of Interstate 75 (1-75) ond south of
CR 20/24 ( SW 24th Avenue).
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Working in the Hogfown Creek
The avercge flow In the upper portion of the
watershed varies from a gushing 282 cubk feet
per second (cfs) to a frickle of just 0.8 cfs.
Though what s more than lkely seen inthe creek 5
a mean flow of 4.6 cuble feet per second.

The CHty of Gainesville Public Works Department
and Alachua County Environmental Pratection Depr
performed over 180 surveys on the creek ways.
These surveys are part of an effort to assess
exlsting conditions of sedimentation and eroslon of
the watershed. Data collection focused on
sediment accurmulation, erosion, riparian vegetation
quafity, and stormwater Infrastructure. This
information is critical to understanding the relative
health of the Hogtown Creek Watershed.
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Sponsored by: Women for Wise Growth - May 1. 2004




