Potable Water & Wastewater Element
Evaluation and Appraisal

Major Issues Assessment
Issue 8: Strengthen Natural Resource Protection.

Analvsis of Existing Objectives and Policies

There are currently no policies in the Potable Water/Wastewater Element that address the
statutory water supply level of service (LLOS) requirements. Also, there are no existing
polictes that require the City to adopt into its comprehensive plan alternative water
supply projects within 18 months of adoption by either the Suwannee River Water
Management District or St. Johns Water Management District. Amendments are needed
for some existing water conservation policies.

Unforeseen or Unanticipated Changes in Circumstances

During the previous planning period it was not anticipated that the City of Gainesville
would be placed in a Priority Water Resource Caution Area. [t is now widely anticipated
that this will occur by summer 2011. Gainesville Regional Utilities (GRU) and the City
have been following the relevant water management district process meetings and are
prepared to respond within the 18 month period allowed by State law. In addition, the
State mandated new water supply LOS and concurrency requirements in 2005.

Recommended Changes

The recommended changes that are needed to address Issue 8, Strengthen Natural
Resource Protection: '

e Add anew policy to address water supply level of service. As a cross-
reference, this will also require a new policy in the Capital Improvements
Element concerning water supply concurrency.

¢ Add anew policy stating that within 18 months of adoption of water supply
plans by the relevant water management districts, the City will adopt the

alternative water supply project(s) into its comprehensive plan.

e Add additional water conservation policies.
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Potable Water & Wastewater Eie.ment
Evaluation and Appraisal

Element Assessment

Key findings for the Potable Water & Wastewater Element

1.

The City of Gainesville has substantially met the goals, objectives, and
policies of the Potable Water & Wastewater Element, and it continues to
do so on an ongoing basis.

The element must be updated to reflect Ch.163.3180 concurrency changes

related to water supply level of service and concurrency.

Establish revised LOS standards for potable water and wastewater
treatment plant capacity based on updated information.

Amend Policy 1.5.3 to reflect that the inverted block rate structure for
potable water charges has changed to a conservation rate structure that is
applicable year round.

Delete the term xeriscaping and change it to Florida Friendly landscape.
Add policies concerning required use of reclaimed water,

After the regulating water management districts approve a regional water
supply plan, the City must update the Potable Water & Wastewater
Element within 18 months to incorporate alternative water supply projects.
The element will have to identify alternative water supply projects and
traditional water supply projects and conservation and reuse necessary to
meet the water needs identified and include a work plan, covering at least
a 10-year planning period for building public, private, and regional water
supply facilities, including development of alternative water supplies to
serve existing and new development,

Additional water conservation policies are needed.

Successes

1.

The treatment plant capacity increase to 14.9 mgd at the Kanapaha Water
Reclamation Facility was completed during the planning period.

Gainesville Regional Utilities (GRU) has been able to provide potable

water and wastewater services in the urban service area at adopted LOS
standards during the planning period.
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Scheduled Potable Water and Wastewater capital improvements identified
over the years in the 5-Year Schedule of Capital Improvements have been
fully funded and completed such that no deficiencies in LOS have
occurred.

GRU has maintained its utility bond ratings successfully during the
planning period.

Shortcomings

1.

3.

The element does not reflect the required water supply level of service
standard.

The element does not reflect that within 18 months of adoption of regional
water supply plan(s) by the Suwanee River and St. Johns Water
Management Districts, the City must adopt the alternative water supply
project or projects from the regional water supply plan(s).

Additional water conservation policies are needed.

Recommended Changes

The recommended changes that are needed to update the Potable Water &
Wastewater Element and that are unrelated to Major Issues are:

1.

Amend Policy 1.1.1 concerning LOS for treatment plant capacity based on
updated data and analysis.

Delete Policy 1.2.1 because that capital improvement has been completed.

Add new policies, as needed, under Objective 1.2 to reflect
water/wastewater capital improvements.

Amend Policy 1.5.3 to change the reference from “inverted block rate” to
“conservation rate structure” and indicate that this now applies year round.

Delete Policy 1.5.4 because UF/IFAS is providing this information now.

Amend Policy 1.5.5 to change the term “xeriscaping” to “Florida Friendly
landscaping.”

Amend Policy 1.5.7 to require use of reclaimed water in reclaimed water
service areas.

Delete Policy 1.5.8 because the guide has been completed.
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