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kather way, one thing is indis-
yutable. The cost of implementing
he amendment, should it pass, ?‘9 fé ﬁ%
vill certainly be significant. It .
nay run into billions of dollars. It [t 't {
nay ultimately require a tax ;
ncrease, or perhaps a slashing of
ither education and social-service
udget items, in order to finance

VOTERS 7] WHAT
BUSINESS IS 1T
OF THEIRS?

The voters are entitled to knos
that. There should be no repeti-
tion of the last election, iq whick
voters approved constitutional
mandate for a shiny new bullet
train that appeared on the ballof
without a hint as to its costs. Th
bullet train was the proverbial p
in a poke; arguably, voters wen
into the booth with no idea of it

_multi-billion-dollar fiscal implic
i tions. And the Legislature still
4388 hasn’t figured out how to pay fi

[.

iov. Bush obviously

supports home rule

On Monday, Gov. Jeb Bush signed
ocal bill HB 1073, giving Alachua
“ounty home-rule authority to regu-
ate campaign ‘finance in our local
:ounty elections for charter offices.
Alachua County voters will now
lecide whether to accept this
smpowerment in a binding referen-
ium on our November ballot.

The governor did not have to sign
‘his bill. It would have moved forward
without his’ signature. That he did
sign it is significant, and shows his
support for this home rule.

This bill is the result of the effort
and vision of many dedicated people
over the past 17 months. The, 68 per-
cent of voters who said they desired
this authority in the 2001 straw ballot
were instrumental in realizing this
vision. Sen. Rod Smith, Rep. Perry
McGriff and County Commission
Ch-*-man Robert Hutchinson are due
s irecognition for their efforts in
gé¢ 2 this bill through this Legisla-
ture.

Susan Wright,
chairperson,

Alachua County Citizens
for Campaign Reform,
Gainesville

Pig in a poke

he Democrats are accusing

Gov. Jeb Bush of trying to

torpedo a proposed state con-

stitutional amendment that
would limit class sizes in public
schools,

And they may be right.

Gov. Bush says the voters are
entitled to know just how much:
it’s going to cost to have smaller
classes before they decide
whether or not to mandate it.

And he is certainly right.

Let’s face it — the coming fight
over class sizes has as much to do
with election-year politics as it
does education reform. The Dem-

.ocrats see the initiative as a silver

bullet with which to perforate
Bush’s boast to be Florida’s “edu-
cation governor.” The Republi-
cans see it as an effort to
undermine Bush’s own blueprint
for better schools.

. it.

So, yes, Gov. Bush is correct
wanting the Legislature to requ

{that a price tag be attached to

| constitutional mandates (assun
ling that a fiscal disclosure
requirement for constitutional
amendments can be legally
imposed without first taking it
the voters for approval).

The Democrats accuse Bush

. wanting to change “the rules in

the middle of the game,” and
that’s true. But in a very real
sense, this is a Government-in-
the-Sunshine issue. Politicians
who argue that voters are bette
off with less information than
more are being disingenuous.

“l agree with the governor 1C
percent that fiscal impact ough
be published,” says Sen. Rod
Smith, D-Alachua, who has hin
self been trying to get just such
eform. “But I'm not sure it’s fa
‘or the people who have gone
‘hrough the process to change
rules in midstream.”

In other words, for the sake ¢
process, it’s better to keep the
ers fat, dumb and happy at leas
one more time as they prepare
make a decision that could hav
dramatic ramifications on the
state’s future, their children’s e
cation and their own pocket-
books.

The Democrats may be right
to Bush’s motives. But Bush is
certainly right-thatthe people
ought to know exactly what
hey’re voting for.
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The right thing

a “renaissance,”'County Com-:

missioner Rodney Long said -
on Saturday. And, he added,
“It all started when the city of
'Gainesville went to single-
member districts.”

To be sure, the adoption of a
single-member district system —
in which the majority of commis-
sioners run for election in seg-
ments of the city, as opposed to
citywide —has given residents of
east Gainesville the opportunity
to have-on the commission a rep-
resentative who is more closely
attuned to the problems and
opportunities of their section of
town. As a matter of fact, Long
himself served as east Gaines-
ville’s commissioner before even-
tually moving on to the County
Commission.

But we wonder if Long appreci-
ates the history of just how - -
Gainesville'came to have single-
member districts. It happened
nearly two decades ago, when the
local National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People
went to the City Commission and
demanded that the city joinitina
legal suit that would result in a
court-ordered change from at-
large to single-member district
elections. -

The commission declined, opt-
ing instead to make the change
via a charter amendment referen-
dum. Commissioners, in other
words, trusted the people of

. Gainesville to do the right thing.

" And the people did not let them

+ down. ] f
' Long was among those who

expressed anger and disappoint-
ment on Tuesday at Gov. Jeb
Bush’s veto of a local bill that
would have created a charter-
level equal opportunity officer.
“I've been working on this for
years, and I can tell you we’re not
going to let this die,” Long told
The Sun. " '

Nor should he. But in vetoing
the equal opportunity bill, Gov.

E ast Gainesville is undergoing

MAY2 Lovy
Bush sent the same message that
he sent when he signed another
local bill to allow Alachua County
voters to determine whether or |
not they want to adopt local :
campaign-finance reform rules.
‘That message: Trust in the vot-|
ers to do the right thing.
Wrote Bush in his veto mes-

sage, “This bill sets out to revise

the municipal charter, that could
be accomplished at the local level..
The municipality is circumventing
the local process of amending the
charter, and therefore has failed ||
to seek the consent of itscitizens
by referendum.” j
In truth, Gainesville might
already have a charter-level equal |
opportunity officer if commission-
ers had sent this measure to the

" ballot this year, last year or the

year before. But although this
change has been in the talking
stages for years, Long and other |
proponents have simply refused " |
to trust the people of Gainesville |

- to do the right thing.

|
If commissioners of an earlier |
age had shared that distrust, |
Gainesville’s single-member dis- |
trict system would have been
delivered at the rap of a judge’s
gavel. Instead, it came gift-
wrapped as an expression of the ‘

“will of the people of Gainesville.

The fact that Bush has refused |
to follow the example of previous |
governors who have been willing |
to sign off on charter changes as |
an expedient means of circum-
venting the voters does not auto- '
matically mean that the governor |
“really doesn’t care about the '|
diversity issue,” to quote Commis-
sioner Pegeen Hanrahan. But it’s |
worth asking why city commis-
sioners don’t seem to believe that
the people who elected them
“care about diversity issues.”

Put it on the ballot, commis-
sioners. Explain to the voters of
Gainesville why it's needed. And
then trust the voters to do the
right thing. And if, by chance, the
voters decline to do so, perhaps
it's not the right thing after all.
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- | §15,000 SETTLENENT IS REAGHED

Judge dismisses

Elmore

® The former equal -
opportunity director had
alleged he was a victim of
racial discrimination.

By LISE FISHER

Sun staff writer

‘A federal judge has dis-
missed a lawsuit against the
city of Gainesville after attor-
neys for the city and its former
equal opportunity director
reached a settlement in the
case of alleged discrimination.,

Darrell E. Elmore had sued

the city and City Manager

Wayne. Bowers last year, alleg-
ing a violation of federal law
when he was fired in 2000.

. U.S. District Judge Stephan
Mickle dismissed Elmore’s law-
suit in mid-April after receiving
notice of a $15,000 settlement,
Janet Goldberg McEnery, a
Tampa lawyer retained by the
city, confirmed Wednesday.

Elmore claimed his firing by
Bowers for insubordination was
based on racial discrimination
and retaliation for Elmore's
efforts to investigate discrimi-
nation complaints and
strengthen the city’s equal
opportunity and affirmative
action operations.

A memo from City Attorney
Marion Radson to city officials
about the settlement states:
“During discovery, nothing
came to (McEnery’s) attention
that would lead to the conclu-
sion that the city or Mr. Bowers
discriminated or retaliated
against the plaintiff. ... The

lawsuit

witness statements support the |
city’s actions and Mr. Bower’s
position that the decision was
not race based or illegal!
retaliation,
“The settle- |
ment should |
not be con-|
strued as an |
admission by
the city of any
acts of dis-|
crimination. |
... The set-
tlement of the
- case will avoid
any additional expenditure of

Elmore

funds for attorney's fees and

costs and a possible jury trial,”
the memo also reported. Fi

Elmore had worked for the
city as equal opportunity direc-
tor from Feb. 5, 1998, until his |
firing Oct. 12, 2000.

‘Gary Lee Printy, Elmore's |
Tallahassee attorney, said, “Ba-
sically Mr, Elmore got accepted
into law school at UF. He was
moving on with his life.”

Each side also must pay its
own legal costs, court records
state.

The amount of the city's
costs was not available
Wednesday.

‘Funds for the settlement
were'paid under the city’s self-
insurance program.

The lawsuit had sought puni-
tive damages, as well as dam-
ages for lost potential wages,
back pay, front pay, employ-
ment benefits, pain and suffer-
ing, humiliation and loss of
enjoyment of life,
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Voters can

This fall, a charter
amendment for a city
director will be
decided at the polls.

or nearly 23 years, 1 have

maintained a self-imposed

policy of never responding

to editorials written .in The
Gainesville Sun either by the
editor or citizens.

I recently resisted the temp-

tation of responding to the

uninformed writer of the edito-
rials written on April 25 and
May 1 in regards to the East
Gainesville
moratorium.
However,
the editorial
written May 2
titled “The
right thing”
has caused me
to temporarily
: suspend this
x self-imposed
R"DNEY ban. The writer
has called into
J.l_ﬂHG question
. whether 1 and

others can trust the voters to
approve a charter amendment
for the Equal Opportunity
director for the city of
Gainesville.

The writer chose to use the
history of how the city of
Gainesville in 1986 voted to
amend its charter to implement
single-member districts as the

reason why we should trust ‘the -
voters. The writer also implies

that I have no appreciation or
have totally forgotten how tha
came about. R
If the writer would check The
Sun's archives, he would find
that while serving as executive

secretary of the Alachua County:

branch of the NAACP in 1984, I,
and others, including Joseph
Judge, past president, and Carl
Warren, brought this issue to
the attention of the City
Commission.

~ The national agenda for the
NAACP for all local branches
was to challenge all local gov-
ernments where African-
American voters historically
voted overwhelmingly for their
candidates of choice in citywide

elections, but were disenfran-
chised when their vctes were
counted as a whole.

‘+The City Commission
appointed a charter review

‘committee and hired UF Pro-

fessor Ken Wald as the consult-
ant to draw the districts, I par-
ticipated in the process and
trusted the voters to do'the right
thing, |

I trusted the voters in 1988
when I decided to run for the
District I single-member district
seat and trusted them again for
re-election in 1991.

I again trusted the voters

“when we placed before them an

amendment to the charter to
elect a mayor and expand the
City Commission from five
members to seven members
when the population reached
110, 000 people.

Once again, 1 trusted the vot-
ers on three occasions in the fall
of 2000 while running for the
County Commission,

Has the writer forgotten that I
trusted the voters in that same
election to adopt the Charter 1
Amendment and Alachua
County Forever?

Finally, I trusted the voters in

the spring of 2001 to approve the

one-cent sales tax for construc-

tion of the courthouse. It is
obvious from this chronology
that I have no problem trusting
the voters to do the right thing.

The issue of requesting a
charter change for a charter
officer for equal opportunity by
a-special act of the Legislature
had nothing to do with whether
the City Commission trusted the
voters, but everything to do with
the ‘historical process of how
charter officers who report
directly to the City Commission
have been approved.

The Sun did not advocate in
1979 that the city should trust
the voters when the charter was
amended by a special act of the
Legislature to include a city
auditor.

The Sun, in 1990, did not
advocate to trust the voters
when the legislative delegation
arm twisted the city into
aceepting a special act to amend
the charter to include the posi-
tion of general manger for

utilities, j
However, when it comes to
amending the charter to include
a charter officer for equal
opportunity — an individual
who, by the way, will investigate
complaints of discrimination
and ensure that equal opportu-
nity is provided in the procure-

.ment of a charter officer for
equal opportunity, city services, '

equal employment of women;
veterans and minorities, includ-
ing Latinos and African Ameri-
cans, and the fair treatment of
our disabled and handicapped
citizens — The Sun advocates
that we should trust the voters.

The governor, with his veto,
and The Sun writer would have
the voters to believe that the
Blue Ribbon Commission for
nearly three years, the City
Commission, our legislative
delegation, and the entire state
Legislature somehow tried to
sneak something past them.

With the exception of voting
on charter amendments for

employees of the City Commis- , |
sion, we have trusted the voters

time and time again to amend
the charter. '

In addition, the city commis-
sioners who voted for this
amendment were given the trust
of the voters when they were
elected.

Now that it appears that the
historical process of amending
the city’s charter of adding
employees who report directly
to the City Commission has
changed, I, and others, will once
again frust the voters this fall.

We are confident that the
voters will reaffirm the hard
work of the Blue Ribbon Com-
mission and the previous vote to
amend the charter by the City
Commission,

We look forward to working
this fall with the many organi-
zations, including The Sun, and
individuals who are committed
to equal opportunity for the

successful passage of this char-

ter amendment,

Rodney J. Long is an Alachua
County commissioner and chair
of Gainesville’s Blue Ribbon
Commission for Equal
Opportunity. .




