City of Gainesville

City Hall
200 East University Avenue
Gainesuville, Florida 32601

Meeting Agenda - Final

February 12, 2019
5:00 PM

City Commission Workshop

Alachua County Library (Meeting Room A)

City Commission

Mayor Lauren Poe (At Large)

Commissioner Helen Warren (At Large)
Commissioner Gail Johnson (At Large)
Commissioner Gigi Simmons (District 1)
Commissioner Harvey Ward (District 2)
Commissioner David Arreola (District 3)
Mayor-Commissioner Pro Tem Adrian Hayes-Santos (District 4)

If you have a disability and need an accommodation in order to participate in this
meeting, please contact the Office of Equal Opportunity at (352)334-5051 at least two
business days in advance. TTY (Text Telephone Telecommunication Device) users
please call 711 (Florida Relay Service). For Speech to Speech (STS) relay, please call
1-877-955-5334. For STS Spanish relay, please call 1-877-955-8773. For STS French
Creole relay, please call 1-877-955-8707.
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CALL TO ORDER

AGENDA STATEMENT

"Citizens are encouraged to participate in City of Gainesville meetings. In
general, speakers will be limited to 3 (three) minutes per agenda item. Additional
time may be granted by the Mayor or by the City Commission as directed. The
City of Gainesville encourages civility in public discourse and requests that
speakers limit their comments to specific motions and direct their comments to
the Chair. Signs or Props are not permitted in the meeting room. Citizens are
encouraged to provide comments in writing to the Clerk of the Commission before
meetings and/or during meetings for inclusion into the public record. Citizens
may also provide input to individual commissioners via office visits, phone calls,
letters and e-Mail, that will become public record. In some instances, i.e.,
Quasi-Judicial Hearings, these particular contacts may be prohibited.

ROLL CALL
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

BUSINESS DISCUSSION ITEMS

180257. “Gainesville’s Food Systems: A Community Conversation” Workshop
(B)

This is a request for the City Commission to participate in a workshop
to engage with residents and local stakeholders in a discussion about
food accessibility issues in Gainesville.

Explanation: On August 2, 2018 a new referral was made at the City Commission
Meeting on the matter of the Food Policy, Food Economy & Urban
Agriculture Group. The motion to add limited staffing to help with the work
/ goals of the Food Policy, Food Economy, and Urban Agriculture group
passed unanimously among the six Commissioners present (Mayor Poe
was absent). In a second motion, it was agreed that this topic would be
addressed at the GPC meeting on April 20, 2019. The catalyst for these
motions was the increasing concerns that citizens and community
stakeholders were voicing to the City Commissioners regarding the
issues of food accessibility and food insecurity existing in Gainesville. In
the summer of 2018 Commissioners Johnson, Arreola, and Ward
responded by convening regular ‘Food Policy’ special topic meetings that
were open to the public. At these meetings residents, stakeholders, and
commissioners shared ideas and concerns regarding food policy issues
in Gainesville.

At the City Commission meeting on August 16, 2018, it was
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recommended that Food Policy be discussed at the next GPC meeting

in September. At the GPC meeting on September 27, 2019 this item was
discussed by the City Commission and a motion was passed that
directed staff to engage UF in jointly scheduled public community
meetings where UF, City, and community stakeholders would participate
in a discussion around issues of food accessibility and food security in
Gainesville. The Mayor agreed to send a letter / invitation out to
community residents and organizations to promote community
engagement in these meetings.

Since October 2018, staff in the Department of Strategic Initiatives have
engaged in a community-based participatory research process to bring a
more diverse population of residents and local stakeholders into the
discussion of food accessibility issues. Interviews and informal focus
groups have been held to gain insight about the specific challenges that
residents face in terms of food access and security, as well as learn
about the different community resources currently available that address
these issues. The information gathered through this research process
has been used to inform the framework of the community meeting the
Commission called for during the September 27 GPC meeting.

Staff requests the Commission participate in a workshop to review the
information learned through the community-based research process,
discuss additional issues not yet identified, and brainstorm solutions to
improve these issues.

Fiscal Note: Childcare services will be provided for up to 20 children whose parents /
guardians are attending the meeting. Providing childcare will enable
more residents to attend whom otherwise may not be able to participate
in the discussion and thus supports the mission to achieve true
community engagement. The estimated cost for childcare is $350.

Light refreshments will be provided for an audience estimated to be about
80 adults. In efforts to support our local food system, a local small
business will provide the catering service for this event. The estimated
cost for refreshments is $850.

RECOMMENDATION The City Commission 1) participate in a workshop
to discuss issues of food accessibility and
brainstorm ideas for possible next steps in
addressing these issues.

Legislative History

8/2/18 City Commission Referred to the General Policy Committee
9/27/18 General Policy Approved, as shown above
Committee

180257A Food Policy Workshop Agenda 20190212.pdf

ADJOURNMENT
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