City of Gainesville, Florida
Office of Mayor Craig Lowe
PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, 18.7 millien Americans axe dinectly harmed by ciime each year, and each ciime affects many moxe
family members, friends, neighbiors and co-werkers; and

WHEREAS, crime can leave a lasting physical, ematicnal o1 financial impact on people of all ages and abilities,
and of all ecanamic, wacial and social backgrounds; and

WHEREAS, in 1982, the President’s Task Fence an Victims of Crime envisioned a national commitment to a maore

equitable and suppentive nesponse ta victims and individuals and governments wesponded by pramating victims’ rights
initiatives , effective and compassicnate victim sewices and just compensation and financial suppert; and

WHEREAS, today theusands of victim assistance programs provide help and suppont to chibd victimo of violence
and sexual abuse; stalking victims; suwivons of homicide victims; victims of dwnk-diiving casfies and victims of
damestic, dating and sexual vielence and other crimes; and

WHEREAS, the victim assistance cammunity faces new challenges to neach and sewe all victims, including victims of
new cimes like cybiencrime and tevwrism and victims who have not always tuwsted the ciminal justice system,
including immigrant victims , wian youth and victims who ae lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender on questioning; and

WHEREAS, the Wlachua County Victim Sewice arganizations call for a nenewed commitment te sexwing all victims of
ctime in owr community and embrace new selutions that invelve new patnewhips with undewsenved communities and a
greaten emphasis en leaing what works in meeting victims’ needs; and

WHEREAS, Naticnal Crime Victims’ Rights Week, Apwl 21-27, 2013, provides an opportunity to celebrate the
enengy, creativity and commitment that launched the victims’ vights movement, inspired its proguess and cantinues to
advance the cawse of justice for crime victims; and

WHEREAS, victim sewice providens, criminal justice agencies and concerned citizens thuoughout Gainesvitle, Florida
naise awareness of victims’ nights and cbsewe National Crime Victims’ Rights Week.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Cuaig Lowe, by the authity vested in me as Mayaor of the City of Gainesuille, do herely
practaim Aprit 21-27, 2013 as

National Crime Victims’ Rights Woek,
in the City of Gainesville and invite all cur citizens to join me and weaffiun this City’s commitment to nespect and
enfonce victims’ nights and address their needs duxing Naticnal Crime Victims’ Rights Week and throughout the year;

and express ocur appueciation for theoe victims and ctime swwivens whe fiave tumned pewenal tragedy inte a
motivating force to improve our nesponse to victims of ciime and build a’maexe just community.

IN WITNESS WHEREOSF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed the official seal of the City of
Gainesuitle, Forida, thisg#? day of Aprit, C.£., 2013.




