
August 12, 2020

4:00 PM

City of Gainesville

City Hall 

200 East University Avenue

Gainesville, Florida  32601

Virtual Teleconference Meeting

Tree Advisory Board

Erick Smith (Chair)

Jason Smith (Member)

Marc Frank (Member)

C. Elisabeth Manley (Member)

Ryan Klein (Student Seat)

If you have a disability and need an accommodation in order to participate in this 

meeting, please contact the Office of Equal Opportunity at (352) 334-5051 at least two 

business days in advance.  TTY (Text Telephone Telecommunication Device) users 

please call 711 (Florida Relay Service).  For Speech to Speech (STS) relay, please call 

1-877-955-5334.  For STS Spanish relay, please call 1-877-955-8773.  For STS French 

Creole relay, please call 1-877-955-8707.

Meeting Agenda - Final
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1 Call to Order - 4:00 PM

2 Roll Call

200194. Approve Agenda

200195. Approve Minutes of July 8th, 2020 Meeting

7-8-20 TAB Meeting Minutes - Draft

3 New Business

200196. Request for Tree Mitigation Funds to Acquire Conservation Land 

Adjacent to NW 29th Road Nature Park

Explanation: The subject parcel was added to the land acquisition list in 2012 as a 

potential addition to 29th Road Nature Park. The subject parcel consists 

of approximately over one acre, more or less. The subject parcel 

contains threatened slope forest habitat and is along Hogtown Creek. 

Acquisition would conserve the last remaining undeveloped slope forest 

around the park. A recent inspection revealed that the parcel is still 

worthy of acquisition and has not been cleared or otherwise impacted 

since its listing in 2012. The parcel has moderate impacts from invasive 

plants. The parcel’s fern-covered slope forest is intact and in restorable 

condition.  Two other parcels have been acquired to expand the park by 

approximately 4.5 acres since 2012.

An immediately adjacent and comparable 0.86-acre parcel was 

purchased by the City in 2012 utilizing Wild Spaces Public Places funds. 

The property appraised at $38,000 and was acquired by the City for 

$35,000 in 2012. Another 3.6 acre adjacent parcel was acquired by the 

City in 2017 for a purchase price of $68,000 utilizing Tree Mitigation 

Funds.  The Tree Advisory Board approved the use of Tree Mitigation 

Funds for this acquisition on February 13, 2017.

The subject property value estimate in 2013 was $58,000 according to 

our records. Negotiations with the owner at the time resulted in an 

impasse on price. Additional communications with the owner over 

subsequent years also resulted in an impasse on price. It is our 

understanding that the current owner is asking $195,000 for the subject 

parcel. The City will have an appraisal conducted and will only be able to 

offer appraised value.

RECOMMENDATION Approve the use of tree mitigation funds to acquire 

the subject parcel adjacent to NW 29th Road 
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4 Old Business

200197. Continue Discussions Regarding Tree Ordinance Revisions

Explanation: Staff initiated a discussion with the Tree Advisory Board in March 2020 

with suggested revisions to parts of the Land Development Code which 

pertain to tree regulations. City Arborist Dave Conser would like to 

continue this discussion with the board to reach consensus on 

necessary ordinance improvements.

DIVISION_2.___TREES_AND_LANDSCAPE (1)

Minutes05-Aug-2020-02-44-43

5 Public Works Update

6 GRU Update

7 Dept. of Sustainable Development Update

8 Adjourn - 6:00 PM
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