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1930 NW 46" Street Q muAns
Gainesville, FL 32605-5701 : -

July 14, 2008
Letter regarding the City of Gainesville’s proposed special assessment for fire services
Dear Neighbor,

Although, for about the last decade, our property taxes have been increasing at a rate of approximately

2% a year (this is a rate higher than that of inflation); our community services have remained about
constant. Even with a small tax reduction last year, our property taxes are still somewhat proportionately
high--probably higher than justified. The proposed $30 per house fire assessment represents about a 1.25%
tax increase. In view of the rapid increases in electricity costs--now over 10 cents per KWH & going higher
(with a substantial portion of GRU profits resorting back to the City of Gainesville), the City of Gainesville
does not well justify any increase just for fire services. Past surpluses have not really been well spent
although each person probably has a different opinion about what these surpluses (expenditures) constitute
--they are nevertheless spent.

When we moved here from Tennessee about two decades ago, Florida real estates taxes were at least one
and a half times those we were used to in that state. Though Florida’s real estate taxes are much less than
those in New York City (about the highest in the nation), there is ample reason to believe they are sufficient
to; cover the justifiable costs of community government without picking out any one service as justification
for a special increase such as fire services. Just because a few other communities tax separately for fire
services--most do not, and their services have not all of a sudden become more important or more
sophisticated or effective; there is little justification for added taxes in this service category in Gainesville.
As fire prevention methods have improved, relative fire service costs should also decrease and offset the
need for increased costs.

Any possible future tax decreases, to be sure, will not be substantial enough to justify segment offsetting
increases which only nullify any possible reductions. Mandating tax efficiencies, of course, is not popular--
but added taxes on segmented services is even less popular. We need to think hard about advocating any
new taxes and refrain from approving them even in Gainesville.

Sincerely, a neighbor,

W. Reed Langford
Ph: 352-377-4706
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