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Hirneise, Debra

From: Rob Brinkman [RobBrinkman@cox.net]
Sent: Monday, October 22, 2007 8:39 AM
To: citycomm

Subject: Hatchett Creek Project

Attachments: Hatchett Crrek Sierra Club letter to Gainesville Commission.doc

Madame Mayor and Commissioners,
Please find attached a revised version of the letter that was submitted to the Plan Board on the Hatchett
Creek project. I will send in a separate e-mail, due to file size constraints, an ACF evaluation of the site

from six years ago that I reference in the beginning of the letter. I appreciate your attention to the
concerns of the Sierra Club in this matter.
Sincerely,

Rob Brinkman, Chair
Sierra Club SSJ group

10/22/2007
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Buck Bay Flatwoods
Linde Hatchet Creek/Henderson

THE ALACHUA COUNTY FOREVER
PROJECT RANKING REPORT

DRAFT 10/16/01, 10/25/01

SITE NAME: Buck Bay Flatwoods Project - Little Hatchet Creek (Henderson Tracts)

MATRIX SCORE: 6.24 of 10.00

SIZE: 417 acres

LOCATION / DES CRIPTION: The 16,046 acre Buck Bay Flatwoods Project lies north CR-232, east of CR-

241, west of CR-225 and south of the Santa Fe River in unincorporated Alachua County. The project isa
combination of both the Buck Bay Flatwoods and Monteocha Creek projects described in the Alachua County
Ecological Inventory Project (KBN), KBN 1996. The project area is connected to Hague Flatwoods, Northwest
Flatwoods, Hatchet Creek, and the Santa Fe River KBN projects. Murphree Well Field and its associated
conservation easement area ar€ located in the project area but are not inclu

ded in the acreage because they are
already designated for conservation (Map 1). The KBN Study ranked the Buck Bay Flatwoods Project
twentieth, and the Monteocha Creek Project thirty-ninth of forty-seven environmental properties ranked in the
Alachua County. The KBN write-ups are provided as Attachment 1. Three nominations were received for this
project; the Little Hatchet Creek Flatwoods, nominated by the City of Gainesville, the Ironwood-Dougan
Tracts, nominated by Linda Dougan, and the Thompson-Monteocha Tracts, nominated by The C. Fredrick
Thompson Foundation, Inc. Staff expanded the project boundary to the Buck Bay Flatwoods XBN Project, and
then added the Monteocha Creek project to make the connection to the Santa Fe River. ",

he' Henderson site is one of
and is owned by

Little Hatchet Creek is the southern most area in the Buck Bay Flatwoods Project. T
the keystone parcels in the Project. Itis composed of two parcels totaling 417 acres,
Henderson Trustee & McCoy and Steadham. The site is a mosaic of wet and mesic flatwoods and swamps with
2 forks of Little Hatchet Creek flowing through it. The site wraps around the Tronwood Golf Course, with a
23-acre parcel located within the second lobe of the course. Itis bounded by N.E. 53 Road to the north, N.E. 39
Avenue to the south, and N.E. 15 Street to the west. Ironwood village residential development is located
immediately south of the site on the west side. There are two forested tracts to the east which are prt of the
Ironwood-Dougan nomination. It should be noted that several of the Murphree wellfield wells aré directly
across N.E. 53 Road from the site and Gainesville Regional Airport is within a mile (Map 2). The most
outstanding feature on the site is a pond cypress dominated basin marsh on the northwest corner of the site.
Disturbances include, a powerline easement, and several dirt roads and ditches. Both forks of Little Hatchet
Creek have been dredged and a levee road was constructed next to them. -

The City of Gainesville has submitted an app! cation to Florida Community Trust to aid in the acquisition of
this site. They are requesting a 60% match from the Alachua County Forever Program (ACF). If the grant is
not funded the City would like 100% of the purchase price to be funded by ACF. They are willing to accept

responsibility for the management of the property.

PROTECTING WATER RESOURCES: The Little Hatchet Creek Flatwoods are located in the confined

aquifer zone of Alachua County according to Florida Geologic Survey Open File Report 21 (Map 3). This isa

zone of relative aquifer confinement, characterized by higher elevations and no karst development. Itis under

{ain by clays of the Hawthomne Group. The northem half of the site falls within the Primary Wellfield Protection
Zone and the southem half of the property lies within the Secondary Wellfield Protection Zone for the '
Murphree Wellfield (Map 4). “Little Hatchet Creek drain(s) into Newnans Lake which in turn drains, in patt,”
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into Alachua sink on Paynes Prairie, where the water enters the Floridan aquifer, and in part into Orange Lake,
where some ‘watér éntérs the Floridan Aquifer and some goes into the St, J ohns River Basin.”, KBN 1996, The
St. John's River Water Management District’s Aquifer Recharge Map for Alachua County shows that the site
falls in an area of high aquifer recharge, 12 inches or more per year (Map 5). However, the Water Resource
Investigation Report 88-4057, USGS 1988 by Walter Aucott places the site on the border between the zone of 1

indicate that in a year with typical rainfall substantial areas of the property would be ¢
water (Map 6). The superintendent of the golf course told staff that there are issues w
side of the golf course. The swamps and wet flatwoods provide water storage areas a
conduit for the removal of water during and after storm events.

overed with standing
ith flooding on the west
nd the creek acts as

PROTECTING NATURAL COMMUNITIES AND LANDSCAPES;

Natural Community Types Condition
Wet Flatwoods fair-good
Mesic Flatwoods fair-good
Basin Swamp good
Dome Swamp good
Ditched Blackwater Stream poor

The natural communities on the site vary in quality. The maj ority of the flatwoods are fire excluded with low
herbaceous diversity. However, there is evidence of a recent wildfire in the southeast portion of thesite
probably within the last year or two. Additionally, there exists an area in the northeast coiner of the site with
higher herbaceous diversity and lower fuel levels that indicate a fairly recent bumn. There are several gopher
tortoise burrows and patches of wiregrass present in this area. Another area in the north part of the site has a
high density of slash and longleaf pine regeneration and little understory. The site has not been bedded or
recently logged. The basin and dome swamps are in good condition, however, the blackwater stream (Little
Hatchet Creek) was dredged and a levee road constructed next to it. The dredging and diking of the creek have
probably changed the natural hydrology of the swamps and flatwoods on the site. There were also small
scraped areas that appear to have been created to facilitate drainage for the golf course. Exotic plants appear to
be limited to the wetter disturbed areas. The Buck Bay Project area is connected to Hague Flatwoods,
Northwest Flatwoods, Hatchet Creek, and the Santa Fe River KBN projects. Little Hatchet Creek is the
southern most portion of the Buck Bay Flatwoods project and abuts the southeast corner of the Murphree Well
Field conservation easement area. These areas are separated by N.E. 53" Road. The Little Hatchet Creek site
has significant internal fragmentation including Ironwood golf course, a powerline easement and levees along
Little Hatchet Creek, as well as dredging of the creek proper. Approximately 23 acres of the proposed project is
inside of the second lobe of the golf course. There were no outstanding geological features on the site.

PROTECTING PLANT AND ANIMAL SPECIES:

Common Name Endemic Fed/State FCREPA/FNAI Observed
Status Designation

Birds

Woodstork E/E E/S2 F

Snowy Egret -/SSC SSC/s4 F

Little Blue Heron - -/SSC - ‘S SC/S4 F

Tri-Colored Heron - -/S8C .. . S8C/s4 )

SE American Kestrel ' <T ° S T1/83 Potential
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Hairy Woodpecker -/- SSC/S3 Potential
Reptiles

Canebrake Rattlesnake -/S3 Potential
Gopher Tortoise -/SSC T/S3 K. G, S
Eastern Indigo Snake T/T SSC/S3 K,G
Florida Water Snake X Potential
Florida Cricket Frog X Potential
Amphibians

Flatwoods Salamander -/G2G3-8283 Potential
Tiger Salamander -182-83 Potential

S=observed by Alachua Co, EPD staffand/or an LCB subcommittee member, K=documented through KBN Study, F=documented as potential

habitat by the Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission's 1994 Alachua County, Florida Habitat Distribution Maps, G=Suitable habitat
documented by City of Gainesville Staff.

Bobcat tracks were observed on the site during the site visit and the golf course staff reported that a female with
kittens was seen recently. The combination of upland, wetland and transition areas provide great habitat for
many amphibians. The site also provides valuable habitat for migrating birds.

Alachua County Forever staff compiled the attached plant list for Little Hatchet Creek (Attachment 2). Two
listed species, cinnamon fern, and royal fern, were observed by staff during the site inspection. City of
Gainesville staff recorded a small population of hooded pitcher plants, a state threatened plant.

Invasive exotic plants observed on the site include tallow and lantana.

ACHIEVING SOCIAL/HUMAN VALUES: The City of Gainesville is proposing to manage the project site as

a passive recreation park with nature trails, in cooperation with the active golfing facility. “The site will
contribute to urban green space. Ry '

MANAGEMENT ISSUES: The City of Gainesville, Natural Areas Management will manage the site if
acquired. Good stewardship of the site will require exotic plant control, regular prescribed burmning and some
hydrological restoration, in addition to sife control and security. Access for management is good, with many
roads throughout the site that could be used for access and fire breaks. The proximity {0 Gainesville Regional
Airport and the power lines bisecting the property present management challenges that must be overcome to

implement a successful prescribed fire program, although with proper planning and coordination the site can be
burned. '

ECONOMIC/ ACQUISITION ISSUES: The Alachua County Property Appraisers 2000 Just Value for the
subject parcels is $1,490,306 or $3,576.79 per acre. [Parcel 08160-002-000 (46.22 acres) = $416,000; Parcel
08160-001-000 (370.44 acres) = $1,074,306} This figure is for comparative purposes between nominated
properties, and is not necessarily an accurate reflection of the true cost of the property if acquired by the
Alachua County Forever Program. The City of Gainesville has applied for a Florida Communities Trust Grant
on the Site. If funded the City is requesting 60% of the purchase price for a match, if the grant is not funded

they would like 100% of the cost of the property. At this time, the owners have not indicated whether or not
they would be interested in entering into a conservation easement.

Development Review

Location NE Gainesville/Ironiwood.

Market Conditions Little industrial or commercial development activity. Slow single-family
residential. Some apartment construction.
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Land Use
Zoning
Parcel Subdivision

Owner Intent

Development Review
Summaty

REFERENCES CITED:

KBN, A Golder Asssociates Company 1996. Alachua County Ecological Invento
Department of Growth Management, Gainesville, Florida.

Macesich, M. 1988. Geologic Interpretation of the Aquifer Pollution Potenti
Open File Report — 21. Florida Geologic Sp;-vey, Tallahassee, Florida.

Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission (Florida Fish and Wil

Site is flatwoods and Swampy ateas. FLU Map: Industria], Commercial,
Single-family Residential, =

R-laa (single-family detached); ML (light industrial); AP (office); PUD
(planned unit development).

The 403-acte project is in two parcels. No final site plans or subdivision
approvals are shown.

Willing to dispose. No development in process at this time.

This site is adjacent to Ironwood Golf Coutse, which was built in the early
1960s. Normally, such an amenity would result in single-family detached
or multi-family development along the coutse. There has been only limited
development, along the western side of the course, Apartments were

issues (including the city's wellfield protection area) greatly influence
feasibility of furure development. Also ite i

approach and departure paths
due to operations associated with Gainesville Regional Airport. This is a
very slow area in terms of dermand for residential development. While land
use and zoning has been in place for some time, little has developed.

Given the natural constraints and airport compatibility issues that would be
expected to continue for some time.

of Environmental Services, Habitat Distribution Maps for Alachua County, September 25, 1995,

1y Proj ect, Alachua County
al in Alachua County, Florida,

dlife Conscwatioﬁ:Commissio,}i) Office
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BUCK BAY FLATWOODS
PRIORITY: 20 (average) (from unweighted sub-parameter scorc)

KEY FEATURES: Tnis is a large site of commercial pine flatwoods forest and associatad wetlands directly norty
of Gainesville. It is a major headwaters area, rather like a miniature Green Swamp, supporting the following
crzek systems to varying degress: Rocky Creek, Monteocha Creek, Rhuda Branch, Hatchet Creek, Little Hatchet
Creek, and a bit of Hogtown Creek. The eatire Rhuda Branch system is on this site as well as Sunshine Lake

2! the north end of the sue Wetlands occupy large ateas and provide a lot of surfaze water storage and wildlife
habirat.

USGS QUAD: Gainesville East, Monteocha
SIZE: 18,018 acres

BIO-COMMUNITY TYPES ACRES CONDITION OF BIO-COMMUNITY
Saadhill 72 fair
Former Sandhill 19 poor -
Upland Mixed Forest 17 faic
Wer Flatwoods 538 fair
Mesic Flatwoods | 11770 faic
Hydric Hammaock 75 good
\Wet Prairie 24 fair
Bog 43 good
Bavgall 897 good
S*-‘oag Siape Farest * 194 good
Bostomiznd Forest 33 good
loadplain Swamp 119 goad
Basin Macsh - 168 good
Dezpression Marsh 160 good
Basin Swamp 1431 good
Dsms= Swamp 968 good
Prziriz Lake ~" 215 fair
Swamp Lake 1 good
Blazkwatzr Stream good Rl
O'd Fizsld Pinz Plantation * 12 .
Si:e Conversion Pine Plantation * 15
Rough Pasture * 597
Improved Pasture * §5
Fow Crogs ™ 107
Low Impact Developmani * 147
Hizh [mpact Developmant * 42

zi2gorias not used by FNAL

CONNECTIONS:
Adiazant Arzas

Quazlity of Connectian
Hagus Flatwoods

good
Ha:zhat Cresk good
Rocky Creek’ fair
Monizocha Creek fair
Northeast Flatwoods

fair

$4651C01 CIMST (11/29/96) 4-17



SITE BOUNDARY CONDITIONS: Thz bourdaci
boundariss, roads, section lines, and other

23 ¢ genecally regular iq shape axd genzrally follow p
east side beside Hatchat Creek, where

. Open
surveyed lines except at the north end aloaz Rhuda Branch and on (hi
inholdings complicate tha boundarizs and ia:sc

TETUPL connsctiviyy,
GEOLOG[CIHYDROLOGIC FEATURES: This site is underlain by the relativaiy impermeabls Hawthorq
Formation which restricts percolation of water down into the Floridan Aquifer. Tra main body of this sis has
flat topography with abundant wetlands that store large supplies of Surface water, [: s mostly betwesn 155 and
175 feet in elavation above mean sza lavel. The drainage is (o many different cresl Systems. Rocky Creek and
Monteocha Creek drain to the nocth into the Santa Fe River, Hatchs; Creek and Li:is Haichai Creak drzin into
Newnans Lake which in turn draias, in part, into Alachua Sink oq Paynas Praiziz, whare (ha waisr entecs tha
Floridan Aquifer, and in part into Orange Laks, where SOme water enters the Flosidan Aquifer and some goes
inio tha St, Johns River Basin. Rhuda Branch, which is eatirely on ha site, draizs into Sunshine Lake, which
has to outlat and Presumably parcolatss down ineo tha

: : ly | . Flt?ridan Aquifer, A smi'iares drains into Hogiown
CrazX, which flows into Hail Sink, where it enters the Floridan Aquifer,

\WILDLIFE HABITAT: The pinz flaiwoods areas are 2lmost al| slash pins plan:z:

.

I wailands zze imzartan:

"33 01 sit2s that have baan
badded, resulting in Jess than idzal habitai. Soms of the wet flatwoods is: poo:ly Crained, Providing paor site
quaiity for pine growth but diverss ard dense herbaceous ground covas tha: provilas Rabitar for wildlits and
naive plavss, There is no evidence of prescribed burning. Some of the MOc2 noticeztis animals in the flazwoods
include whits-tailed dser (Odocoitzus virginianus), comonzail rabbi: (Sylvitagus Jioridzu;), wild turkay (Melzagris
§eliopavo), common crow (Convus brachyriynctos), yellowtheoas (Geotizylois t~ichas), rufous-sidad towhae
(Fizilo erytirophtt:almus), black razer (Coluber constriciory, dixmondbazk rasclesnaks (Crocatis eamgnteus), pins
woads tree frog (Hyla Jeroralis), 2nd o1k toad (B:tfo quercicus). The weilands 202 masiiy £00d quality basin
sz or baynh2ad with soma Cypress comas and some creeks, Soms notizeable wiliza spaciss inslude razcoon
(Frocyon lozor), barrad owl (Strix veria), red-ballisd woodpacker (Melzrerpes cz-gt itr), acadian fiyca:cher
(Evipidorax virescers), and cottonouth (Agkistrodon piscivorus), Overali, ths civas wyels fairly good, trare is
& 120 of wildlifs cover, browse is fair © good, mast produstion i [ow, the upland grrind cover is fair, thars ars
M2 tree cavitiss in the wetlands, 2ad there are a four burrows. Tha maay i3

eT.phibian breeding sites and previds f2eding habig foc wadiagz birds (Molsr 2

PARE, THREATENED, AND ENDANGERED SPECIES: The Fiozida Cizz a-d Frash Waie: Fish
Cemmission's haditat maps for Alachua County (Arcold, 1995) show 2 small ks%t: far Florida gophe: frog
(Fznz capico ez500u5) on the edz2s of the sitz i two places, indicating the presanzs of (hi

Freszace of gopher torioises. Thare i sofe suitable sandhill habita: wes: of Faiss TS briween (wo brzachas
of Haizhs: Creek. Gophee torioisss (Gepharus poliphiznus) wace obsapvad durizg o2 izventosy in the middle
ol thz sl in mesic fianvoads. Howsver, the v suitabls f27 thage speciss, The same

a3t majorizy of tiis sia is pa:

i
$2: ol maps (Amold, 1995) show a gr9d 2mount of habitat heea f3; wood siosh (L rreria emariccra), snowy
ezt (Egrena thulc), ligtle blus Lzron (Egretia cazrilea), and allizaror (Alligaror r: isizplersis), and 2 |s5ser
.

nouni far trizolorad heron (Egreia trizelor), This she is |
wandpackers (Picoides borealis), but is not closs to bzing
¢l the pins tress. I- s 210 poi2niial habin: fo- 2 Lumder of lisiad treesicial crahizs,

i w Ods2rvad listed plants insluds Catasby's Lly (Lifium cor
(Drrunia regalis)y, and cinnamon faen (Qsmtwede Cirnamon e

AgS enouzh ta b poresiii Fabisae for red-cozkeded
On Guz2 (3 (ke younzg 2g2

QUit2rwarns, and rars

22012 0 its presens e

259227) a5 w2l a5 e commen rova! fem

b

:
) (whizh are lisead 23 sammercially exainiiad).

EXOTICS: Two poisntially destruztive invasive exotics were found: raro (Colorcsic escutenss) 2nd Chinssa
Gllow (Sapiun: sebifiten). The taro 35 Ot on (7 sits but was obssryved abou: 23) vards souch of the sie on
th2 lronwood Golf Course propity. Chiness allow voas odsarved in a Spot or two ¢a (R sice boundary, The
vast middie of the site is frea of invasive exotic plants.

RESTORATION AND MANAGEMENT POTENTIAL: The wildlife habirag vajuss of (12 upiands would benefit
gra:ly by a2 program of frequent prescribed fire, which could bz ccomplished or. this large sit2, whare there is
plency of room to do smoke management. The wetlands ace ja reasonable shape bus z:e threatzned by a poential
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invasian-of taro and Chinese tallow. The Chiness taltow is-going to continually bz 2 nuisance due to the lacga
seed soucce from residential areas, and should be eliminated whenever possible. The taro is on the Ironwoog
Golf Course propetty. Taro is invasive and destructive of native wetland ground cover vegetation, and shoulg

therefore be aggressively targeted for eradication by the County or by the city of Gainasville before it gets to the
site, :

RECOMMENDED CONSERVATION STRATEGIES: Threats to the natural resources of this site include
insufficient prescribed burning to maintain the native ground cover, iniense sit2 preparation, including both

bedding and hecbicides, during regeneration effocts in the pina flatwoods, and incremental loss of habitat 10 real
estate developmznt.

This site is so large and so valuable for timber production, that ths most appropriatz sicategiss ace ones that allow
the private landowners to continue to profitably grow timber. 1In order for such strategies to wock, tha
a2griculwural exemption program must continue and unreasonable naw regulations tha: would have the effect of
banning elearcutting or prescribed buming must be avoidad. One possible strategy would be to sesk conservation
easemants to protect the resource values. Another would be o seek coopsrative agrezmants between tha
landowner and public agencies equipped to do prescribed buming such 2s the Flori: Division of Forestry to help
promote or conduct prescribed burning in the fire adapied ecosystems, The poinis of connaction to other sites
are pariicularly impoctant ta protsct, Enforcing dredge and fill regulations is imponant hare for the protection
of the resource values of the many isolatzd and poo:ly connected wetlands. Itis z!sa important that Forestry Bast
Management Practices be followed.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CONSIDERATIONS: This is 2 large headwaters 2122 with many wetlands (perhaps
20 to 30% of the sits). Most weatlands are coanscisd, but many smzller on2s 272 isolazad. Thace is 2 stas!l
emount of open water, and there are some small cresks with adjacent floodplzaiss.

SITE VISITS: David Clayton, 1996; Bob Simons, 8/23/95

SITE EVALUATION SCORING
Vegetation:

Soscizs Diversity
Exotics
Endangered Spzciss Habita:
Wildlifs Habita:
Hydrology:

[ 35 T L N AN
w

W)

Floridan Aquifer

(8]

Surfizizl Aquifer Resource Protzition
Yulnerability of Aquifzr
Landscape Ecology:

IR

Community Diversity
Ecological Quality
Comemunity Rarity
Functional Connzctednass
Management Potzatial
Note: S22 Table 2-1 for parameter descriptions.

N L2

now —
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