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iation agency’s secrecy
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debate several years ago about splitting

the authority overseeing the city’s mari-

time and airport operations into two
separate boards.

Out of that was born the Jacksonville Port Au-
thority and the Jacksonville
Airport Authority, which sub-
sequently became the Jack-
sonville Aviation Authority —
maotto: “We're spreading our
wings for the future.”

One of the main arguments
for dismantling an authority
that was working perfectly
well was that the split would
create two lean, mean ma-
chines that could concen-
trate on specific areas.

~Ha. Some of us had doubts
about the lean, mean part.
Instead we saw growing bu-
_.Jreaucracies gobbling up more money.
To assuage that fear, the City Council ordered a
study of the split after four years to see if it really
~had been efficient and the right thi
“MThat study should have been done last year.
According to a Times-Union news story Tuesday,
City Council members questioning a proposed
aviation authority business deal said that study
hasn't been done and that it needs to be.
Letmehelp. & L
Since the split, the Aviation Authority has spent
millions of dollars on a fancy new administra-
tion building, on public art, on foreign travel for
its executives to exotic locales, on staff getaways,
to posh resorts and on a growing payroll.
in the meantime, the Aviation Authority has

—

Ronald L.
ittlepage

Times-Union columnist

 Jacksonville International Airport.

, from all developers who might be interested in

forgotten one important fact:

The authority works for the citizens of Jack-
sonville, and all of the airports and other author-
ity property belong to those same citizens.

The authority keeps acting like it’s a private
entity. It’s not.

The business deal questioned by City Council
members this week is illustrative of that forget-

fulness. :
The Times-Union story reported M~

thority had beenrnegotiating in secret with a de-
velep€r who wants to build an'industrial com-
plex on 328 acres of authority land near

First of all, public agencies shouldn’t negotiate
deals like this for publicly owned property in se-
cret. Instead the authority should seek proposals

doing such a deal.
But alarger question is this: If the authority
doesn't need-the 328 acres, what's it doing o™
the tax rolls to begitrwith? : e

The same question sho € asked about the
entire 18,000 acres of property the authority
owns that the news story said is not needed for
the future expansion of the authority’s four air-
ports.

And private developers of industrial parks
might be more than a little miffed if the author-
ity gets into the development business to com-
pete with them, as developers who lease from
the authority don't have to pay property taxes
while they do,
he AvTation Authority has run amok. The City
Council needs to clip its wings, and not too far
into the future either.

ron.ﬂitt!epage@jacksonirille.com, (904) 359-4284
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ring stories about the rapes and
"ars of children, and about judges
-easy on sex offenders who prey
ave prompted some state legisla-
~ tb- "qws and restrict the sen-

ugh on sexual predators

o

and murder cannot be made whole. The debt
can never be repaid.

Sexual predators know exactly what they are
doing, know that it is wrong, and either don’t
care or enjoy it all the more for that reason.

The illusion of being able to control sexual

prec.lqtors who are set loose in secrecy among
families with children has taken many forms
and has been couched in much soothing rheto-
ric.

The latest pretense of control is the globa!
sitioning satellite that can be attached tc

predators
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