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. Title
Request from Sarasota County Regarding Red Light Camera Legislative Support (B)

..Explanation
The City Manager has received a request from Sarasota County for the City Commission to
support and endorse a Resolution concerning red light cameras.

..Recommendation
The City Commission support the Resolution and convey that support to the Alachua County
delegation.
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September 20, 2005

The Sarasota Board of County Commissioners unanimously passed the enclosed resolution (2005 ~ 197),
“Green Light for Red Light Cameras™ on Sept. 14, 2005.

On behalf of the Sarasota Board of County Commissioners, we are sharing our resolution with you and
encourage the elected leadership of your community to actively endorse and support this resolution or one
similar to it; joining with us in the creation of a “Green Light for Red Light Cameras” coalition.

Local governments cannot now use cameras to document and issue citations to drivers who run red lights
because of antiquated language in the Uniform Iraffic Code. Existing language states that citations can
be issued when an officer “observes the commission of a traffic infraction.”

Technological innovations have improved numerous aspects of public safety:

= Camera security for buildings
Traffic signal management for emergency vehicles
w Intersection cameras to optimize traffic flows

Cameras already are used to catch lawbreakers if a driver attempts to leave a Florida Toll Facility without
paying the toll. Cameras record the incident and a ttcket is issued to the vehicle’s owner. Local

governments simply seek the same authority.

While the cost of public safety is increasing, it’s wise and logical to allow local governments to use
cameras 1o issue citations for red light running. Traffic cameras have the potential to improve driver
safety and better utilize law enforcement personnel — if the code language allows it.

The Sarasota Board of County Commissioners believes that the collective voice of local governments can
change an outdated code. We urge you to support the attached “Green Light for Red Light Cameras”
resolution and forward your endorsement directly to your leg1s1atwe delegation. If you would, please
provide us with a copy.

Sincerely,

e
Co i mteeese
PAUL H. MERCIER, C.C.C.
Chairman, Sarasota County Commission

c: Honorable Members, Sarasota County Commission
Honorable Welton Cadwell, President, Florida Association of Counties
Honorable Clay Ford, President, Florida League of Cities
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