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Open Letter to the Alachua County
School Board

We ask that you read our Open Letter to the Alachua County School Board. If you would like to
have your name added as a signer of this letter please fill in the Signer Name Box provided below.
We will update the final letter with our added signatures.

Greetings,

We write as a group of citizens, Alachua County public school parents, community leaders, public
education advocates, and taxpayers to initiate a dialogue, name our concems, and to request that
meaningful participation be included in equity and school governance. We are disturbed by
academic performance at district schools, especially Lake Forest, Williams, and Idylwild
Elementary Schools, each of which has been identified as schools “in need of intervention” by the
Florida State Department of Education. We are concerned about District structures related to all
schools. According to the Florida Education Commissioner, this situation is at the level of a crisis.

For each of the above-mentioned schools, the District has indicated in its Turnaround Plan that it
will “ensure that the district leadership team which includes the superintendent, and district
leadership, has an integral role in school improvement (Idylwild District Managed Turnaround Plan,
August 2019). " Additionally, the Turnaround Plan states that the District will “dedicate a position to
lead the turnaround effort at the district level.” We ask; who is this person that holds that position
of dedicated leadership for the turnaround effort within the District?

We believe that the problems associated with the schools in need of intervention reflect a systemic
failure from the central District office to administer and support these school communities. With
regard to governance, the Superintendent, Karen Clarke; the Deputy Superintendent of Schools,
Donna Jones; Elementary Supervisor, Kevin Berry, the Director of K-12 Curriculum, Jenny Wise, and
the Director of Research and Assessment, Jeff Charbonnet are each named as central District team
members who are responsible for supporting, overseeing, and managing all schools in need of
intervention, in collaboration with each school principal. What is the strategy of this team?
Moreover, was that strategy conceived with parent, community and stakeholder dialogue? Together
we all bear responsibility for our students’ education.

We ask for a public conversation in which the district introduces this team to the community and
describes the efforts taken to date to comply with the State plan.

We ask for meaningful participation.

Finally, we firmly believe that interventions for the schools that most need our attention; and
support for all schools is fundamentally an issue of equity.

- - How, then, do the District’s plan related to intervention and the District's plan for equity overlap?

-- Our schools in need of intervention are demographically composed of a majority African
American population, many of whom have constrained financial resources. What District policies
related to educational access and equitable resource distribution have been established to ensure
proportionate student outcomes across race, class, and neighborhood?

We are excited about the opportunity to dialogue presented by the Equity Plan Update Workshop
scheduled on Tuesday, November 19 at 4:30 pm in the District Boardroom. We expect that this
meeting will elicit deep conversation and collaboration with stakeholders.

In addition, we request that the school board:

- - Review and formally respond to the proposed Educational Equity Steering Committee Bylaws and
Structure presented here as Appendix A within one month of receipt of this Open Letter.

- - Convene an open forum within three months of receipt that is co-planned and co-hosted with
representatives from this Open Letter to discuss community concerns related to schools in need of
intervention. Require all members of the district turnaround team to attend and collaborate.

a) The first agenda item of that open forum should be to redress the structure of governance for
the equity plan.

b) Further, we expect a robust dialogue to investigate what interventions are currently underway
and what new effective interventions will be incorporated for families to support these three
schools and all students with disproportional performance.

Enclosures:
Appendix A: Educational Equity Steering Committee Proposed Bylaws and Structures
https://drive.google.com/open?id=14kh740_uDrovsdBseHAZniTHO_HoSd2G

Appendix B: TOP-1, District Managed Turnaround Plans, Lake Forest Elementary and Idlywild
Elementary
https://drive.google.com/open?id
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https://drive.google.com/open?
id=0Bxz74ZKV1CMyQ2JBZnRUQ2xSX1E1ZWstcDJSVEVIRGWAZ2wa

Appendix C: Formal Open Letter Delivered to the Alachua County School Board with highlighted
deadlines in format for printing (additional signatures will be added).

hitps://drive.google.com/open?id=1pdMzG0tVZ InTACWI6U38AIXpIZ3fVT]

Sincerely yours,

Adakelon McCann
Addie Perry

Adriane Callicutt
Adriann Williams
Aiyanna Carey
Al'Shenetha Williams-Jamerson
Alea Wise

Alex Booker

Alexis Freeman
Alexis Jeanna Williams
Alexis Jennings-Coulibaly
Alphonso Burnett
Alphonso Williams Il
Alphonso Williams Jr.
Alyne Harris

Amanda Adkins
Amanda Waddle
Amanda Welch, Ph.D.
Amber Young-Parker
Ammorine Cooper, MSW
Amy Coenen, MSN, APRN
Amy Roller

Andrea Berteit
Andrea Cooper
Andrew J. Welton, Ph.D.
Andrew Miles
Anedria Williams
Angel Jones

Angela Cornell
Angela K. Blake
Angela Moore

Angela Slater

Angela Tenerelli
Angela Terrell
Angelica Williams
Anna Prizzia

Anne Koterba, DVM, PhD
Annie Muscato
Anquan Nobles
Anson Peppers
Antoine Washington
Antoinette Dickerson
April Cameron

April Wilson

Ariel Williams

Arielle Nelson

Arline Edwards
Arnetta Rutledge
Arnetta Stokes
Ashleigh Henry
Ashley Davis

Ashley M Prescott
Avionce Washington
Ayana Archer
Barbara Washington
Benona Green
Bernice McCray

Betty Harris

Betty Johnson

Betty Williams
Beverly Smith

Blake Beckett

BM McGilvary West
Bo Cherie Derequito
Boderick C Johnson
Bonnie Mott

BPA Media Group, LLC
Breana Jamerson
Brenadette Harper
Brenda Acosta
Brenda Phillips
Brenda Pollock

Brent Reynolds

Brian Clay

Briana Singleton Ford
Brittany Coleman
Calais Johnson
Candace Johnson
Candi Churchill
Candis Vinson

Cara Chatmon

Carl Davis
Carla Barnett
& Carla Miles

Carlee Escue Simon, Ph.D.
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Carlos Hunt
Carol Alderson
Carol Allen Young
Carol Church
Carol Gordon
Carol Griffin
Caroline Parker
Caroline Teti
Carolyn Hall
Carolyn Turner
Carressa Hutchinson
Carri Rehberg
Carrie DeCenzo
Cassandra Tucci
Catherine Coe
Catherine Taber-Olensky
Cathy Norman
Catina Ross
Chanae Jackson
Charlie C Thomas 11t
Charnasta Watson
Chase Werther
Chatney Smith
Chelsea Dinsmore
Cheree Padilla
Cherelle Watts
Cheri Knecht
Chris Dubois
Chris Henry
Christie Carr Freidin
Christina Cahill
Christine Engels
Christine Salama
Christopher Busey
Christopher Edgecombe
Christopher Mosley
Christy Williams
Clarence Barton
Clarence Collins
Colin Charles
Commissioner Jacquelyn Randall
Connie Bowman Lee
Cordarius Davis
Corinne R Smith
Courtney L. Simmons
Courtney Williams
Craig brown
Crystal Early
Crystal M. Taylor
Crystal McMullen
Cynethia Dye, M.Ed
Cynthia A Tharpe
Cynthia Cooper
Cynthia Davis
Cynthia Jordan
Cynthia Moore Chestnut
Cynthia Walker
D'Annette Mullen
Dallas Footman
Dallis Douglas
Dana Courtney
Daniel Bright
Daniel Jerkins
Danzy Bird & Co, LLC
Darrius. K. Demps
Darry D. Lioyd
Davaris Williams
David E Holmes
David Mosley
Dawn Burgess-Krop
Dawn Girtman
Dawn Robinson
Deana Williams
Dearra Cook
Debbie Lewis
Deborah Taube
Deborah Watts
Dedra Jones
Delvin Goston
Demetrius Hardy
Denise Devonish
Denisha Houston, MSN, RN-BC
Deonis Jackson
Derrick Collins
Destiny Smith
Diane Johnson
Diane Owens
Diedre Houchen, Ph.D.
Dillon Boatner
Dinese Bryant
Diyonne McGraw
DJornet Roundtree
& Dominique Isaac
Donna Heider
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Donna May Evans
Dontri Footman
Dorothy Griggs

Dotty Faibisy
Douglas Merrey
Dulce-Marie Flecha
E. Stanley Richardson
Eartha Stockton
Ebony Lawrence
Ebony Simmons
Eddie Hill

Elizabeth B. Horne
Elizabeth Hauck
Elizabeth Ingersent
Elizabeth LeFave
Elizabeth Ramos
Ellen Allen

Ellen Staples

Ellysia Mack

Eric Lanham

Erica Stephens

Erin A. Peterson
Eugene Ford 1
Evelyn Preston
Evette Norman

Ezra Wallace

Faith Collins

Fallon Seitz

Faye Williams

Finnie Strawder
Florence M. Turcotte
Frank Huntley

Fred H. Sowder
Frederick Risby
Gabrielle Jenkins
Gail J. Riley M. Ed.
Gail Johnson, City Commissioner
Gary Watts

Georgia Bianchi, Ph.D.
Gerard Duncan

Glenn Johnson
Gloria Stanley
Gregory Anderson
Guy Williams
Gwendolyn D. Saffo
Gwendolyn Dionne Day
Gwendolyn Thompson
Harriet Anderson
Heather Denkmire
Heaven Soto

Helene Rhine

Henry Edwards
Henry Griffin

Holly Farish-Hunt, EdS, MS, APRN
Hugh E. Suggs
Hurley Long

llene Goldstein

lilissa Johnson
Isabel B. Coutts
Isaiah Norman

Ilvy Hooks

lvy M. Bell

Jackie B. Davis
Jackie Collins

Jackie Taylor
Jacqueline Ghosh
Jacqulyn Simmons
Jaime Williams
Jamel Cheesborough
James Fenwick Bowen
James Longanecker
James Thompson
Jamie Edmondson
Jamie Williams JR
Janet Davies

Janice Garry

Janice Nix Crews
Janine Plavac

Jarvis Johnson
Jasima Washington
Jasma Williams
Jasmin Donaldson
Jasmin Hall

Jasmine Hines
Jasmine Mercado
Jason R. Heckathorn, MSLIS
Jay S. Koester

Jelani Young
Jennifer C. Boylan
Jennifer Harrington
Jennifer Hill

Jennifer Hines
Jennifer Miller
Jennifer Murphy, M.A.T
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Jeramy Lewis
Jeremy O'Brien
Jervaughn Mavin
Jessica Diaz
Jessica Elkins
Jessica Mrozinske Baker
Jessica Rudolph
Jessica Wimberly
Jill Geltner, Ph.D.
Joan C. Herrera, M.Ed., Ph.D.
Joanne Stephens
Jocelyn Peskin
Jodi Boeff

Joe Washington
Joel Parker

John E. Young
John Harris

John S Rollins
Johnny Bell
Johnny Walker
Jon Mundorf, Ed.D.
Jonathan Colburn
Jordan Brown
Jordan L Lewis
Josephine Cannon
Joshua Ney
Juanita Hope
Julie C. Brown
Julie Crosby, M.Ed
Julius Smith
Justin Hauck
Jwan D. Lewis
Kapreah Lillie

Kara Rowland
Karen Bethel
Karen Young

Kary Watts

Kate Harte

Kathryn Swatman
Kathryn Ward
Katie Browder
Katie McKnight
Katrina McClellan
Katrina Span
Katrina Williams
Kay Abbitt

Keith Seymour
Kellykiesha
Kemesha Jones
Kendra Bradley
Kenneth Robinson
Kenya Q Hayes
Kenyatta Leach
Kereisha Cutter
Kerry Scott

Kerryn O'Neal
Keyon Young
Khadijah Seymour
Khadijah williams
Kia Donaldson
Kim Gregg

Kimber Tough
Kimberley Brown
Kimberly de Vries
Kisha Holcy
Kristen Grace
Kristen Little
Kristian Guzman

L. LaTasha Griffin
La'Darn Mosley
LaChondra Jenkins
LaKiesha Lewis
Lametra Rushing- Young
Lanette Lopez
Laquan Johnson
Laqueisha Davis
LaQuita Smith
Larry D Cannady jr
Larry Green, PhD, LMFT
LaSchelle Quarterman-Wims
LaShauna Banks MSW, RCSWI
LaShay Johnson
Lasheria Mcleod
Lashondra Jenkins
Latrell Simmons
Latrice Williams
Laura Blecha
Lauren Embree
Laurie Harte
Laverne Williams
Leah Cohen

Leah Galione
Leanetta McNealy, Ph.D.
LeaTriggs
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Lekesha Smart
Lemaria Anderson
Leon Houston, Jr
Leona McClendon Williams
Leonard Rhine, Ph.D.
Lesa Holder

Lestine Ford

Letica Williams

Lian Plass

Linda Butson

Linda L. Owens
Lindsey Chapman
Lisa Collins

Lisa Tatum, M.Ed., MLIS
Lisa Wolcott

Lisia Jenkins

Lorenzo Jones
Loretta Gildon

Ly'Asia Martin

Lydia Sweatt, MSPA, PA-C
Lynn Speer

M. Reschly

Marcia Storch

Marcia Walton
Margaret Brauer
Margaret Hamer
Margie Lewis

Maria Foreman-Shaw
Maria Ruise

Marilyn Tucker
Marnie Wiss

Margitta Johnson
Martha Brown

Mary Fukuyama, Ph.D.
Mary 1. Mann

Mary Isaac

Mary Proud

Mary Vinson

Matthew Swenson
Mattie Smith

Maurice Mcleod

Max Asseng

Maxine Rutledge
Melinda DeLuna
Melonie L. Jackson
Mesha Richards
Michael Hill

Micheal McGill
Michelle Donnelly
Michelle Sowder
Miguel Vasquez

Mike Powell

Mitsuko C. Clemmons-Nazeer
Monica Kristin Blair
Monika Johnson
Monique Brumfield
Monique Clements
Monique Greene
Monigue Vinson
Mynique Wheeler
Nancy Ryan

Natalie King

Nathaniel Courtney Jr.
Nedra Kristina Burwell
Nekela White

Nick McMillen

Nicole Stewart

Nikki Richardson
Norms Bradley Howell
Nyron Jenkins
Octavia Washington
Ora White

P. Certain

Panagioti Tsolkas
Parnell Jones

Pat Bartlett

Patrice Bryant

Patrice Thornton
Patricia Hilliard-Nunn, Ph.D.
Patricia Knight
Patricia Miller

Paul Brown

Paul Wolfe

Peggy Golston

Peggy Johnson
Peggy Vermont, Psy.D.
Priscilla Caplan
Priscilla Jenkins
Priscille Gordon
Prishonda Kelly
Professor Paul Ortiz
Quenisha Johnson
Quintina Walker
Rachael McAllister
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Rafael Shaw
Rahkiah Brown
Ralph McNish
Randy C Rembert
RD Bonnaghan
Rebecca Johnson
Rebecca Mathis
Rebekah Cordova, PhD
Renata Brown
Renee Wilmer
Richard Beardsley
Richard Elkins
Rinardo Booth

Rita Lawrence
Robbie Griffin
Robert Frazier
Robert Jackson
Roberta Conyers
Robie Sprouse
Robin Braswell
Robin Dold M. Ed
Robin Nuzum LCSW, LMFT
Robin Spires
Rodney J. Long
Rodney Jenkins
Rosa Clements
Rosalie Miller
Rosemary Patterson
Ruth Steiner

Ruth Tiederman
Rutha Harrison
Ruthie Hale-Ferguson
S. Belinda Nelson
SR.B.

Sabriena Williams
Sabrina Carter
Sabrina M. Sanchez
Samantha Warren
Samantha Williams
Sandrea Norman
Sandy Parker

Sara Peden

Sarah Rochon
Sarah Rockwell, Ph.D.
Sarah Younged
Scherwin Henry
Scott Crosby

Scott Whitehurst
Seanna McDougall
Senthold Asseng
Serena Teague

Seth Stephens
Shabon Span
Shadai Zaine
Shakeyla Grimes
Shakkerra Wallace
Shan Golston
Shandra Phillips
Shanna Johnson
Shante Thomad
Sharon Bauer
Sharon M Burney
Sharonda Turner
Shauntey Thomas-Williams
Shavon Lewis
Shawndria Dennison
Sheila Payne
Shelley Rogers
Shera Sherman
Sheronica Middleton
Sherria Kinsey
Sherry Brooks
Sheryl Baker
Shevon Cummings
Shikara Brown
Shirley McNish
Shirley S. Davis
Shirley Taylor

Shobi Stephens
Shronda Allen

Skye Melrose
So'Unique Mcintosh
Sparkle Mcknight
Statiria Scott
Stephanie Karst
Stephanie Penny
Stephanie Seawright
Stephanie Seguin
Steven Davis
Sunshine Moss Ph.D.
Surinda Smith
Susan Hegeman
Susan Poston
Suzanne Byrne
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Suzanne Rumsey
Sylvia Anderson

T. Mushell, LLC.
T'unah S Hopkins
T'yrese Marchem
Ta' Kara Frazier
Takeshia Pierre
Taketa Hall
Tamara Fort
Tamara Hall
Tamara J. Dixon
Tamesha Green
Tamesha Montgomery
Tamika Johnson
Tammara Smith-Cromartie
Tammy Williams
Tana Silva

Tanaka Booker
Tanya Grimes
Tanya Ney

Tara Walker

Tasia Harris

Telma L. Noble
Tequila Mcknight
Tequila Q Brooks
Teresa Mercado
Terri Foreman

Terri L Bailey-Miller
Terrica Stacy

Terry Cohens
Tessa Walters

The Education Task Force
Theadith James
Thelma Lewis
Thomas Coker
Thomas Lyons
Thomas Reynolds
Thomas Turner

Tia Stover

Tiahna Demps
Tiera Sermons
Tiffany Danielle Pineda
Tiffany Trent
Timothy Henderson
Tina Certain
Tocarria Minafield
Tomeia Styles
Tonya Hayes
Tonya T. Edwards
Torri Lee

Toshia Whitehurst
Tracy R. Moorman
Tyquana Mack
Tyra "Ty Loudd" Edwards
Tywanna Brown
Valarie Foreman
Valeria Brown
Valerie Hawkins
Valrie Minson
Venisha White Buchanon
Veronica Donoso
Vincent Edward
Virginia C. Hamner
Vivian Latson
Waysharnda Mosley, MA
Wendy Yoga NooN, PhDH
William Oliver
Willie J Mcknight Jr.
Willie Stephens
Xavier Baker

Yahna Young
Yolanda Rutledge
Yolonda Strong
Zari Lewis
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
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Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signe*
Anonymous Signe:
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signe*
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer
Anonymous Signer

Signer Name (Please sign your name to be added to the letter)

Anonymous Response (if you prefer to be anonymous please check)

— | agree with this Open Letter but would like to show my support

' anonymously.

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google. Report Abuse - Terms of Service - Privacy Policy
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