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RESOLUTION NO. 040722

PASSED: November 22, 2004

A Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Gainesville,
Florida, approving and establishing the Environmental
Features Inventory Policy Manual for use in preparing the
environmental features report required pursuant to section 30-
309 of the City of Gainesville Code of Ordinances.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COMMISSION
OF THE CITY OF GAINESVILLE, FLORIDA:

Section 1. The Environmental Features Inventory Policy Manual, a copy being

attached hereto as Exhibit A, is hereby approved and authorized as the document to be
used in developing an Environmental Features Report.

Section 2. The City Manager or designee is hereby authorized and directed to use
the critetia stated in this manual when evaluating Environmental Features Reports
submitted with the application for development permit submitted on the properties
pursuant to section 30-309, City of Gainesville Code of Ordinances.

Section 3. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 22™ of November, 2004.

My Honwaba_

PEGEEN HANRAHAN
MAYOR
ATTEST: Approved as to forr;ﬁ and legality
; / 4 1'/( kﬁ ‘H 2.
KURT M. EANNON MARIOI;.WRADS

CLERK OF THE COMMISSION CITY ATTORNEY NOV 2 2 2004



EXHIBIT

Environmental Features Inventory
Policy Manual
Significant Ecological Communities Overlay District

This manual contains guidelines and requirements for preparation of an Environmental Features
Report to be submitted to the City of Gainesville as part of the review process for projects located
within the Significant Ecological Communities Overlay District. The Report must be prepared
for all developments within this district and shall be completed by a qualified environmental
professional. City or County environmental staff, or both, shall review the Report for sufficiency.

General Site Information

A development project proposal within the Significant Ecological Communities Overlay District
shall provide the following:

A. Project boundaries clearly depicted on USGS 7.5-minute quadrangle maps and on recent
aerial photographs, at a scale of one inch = 400 feet, or greater detail.

B. A map showing adjacency to public or private conservation areas if applicable. This
information can be obtained from the City of Gainesville.

C. Boundary Survey and legal description.

D. Text description of project location including physical address, tax parcel number, and
section/township/range.

E. Topographic map at the one-foot tontour interval, extending at least 100 feet off the
project area, including onsite and adjacent wetlands and surface waters, as well as
required surface water and wetland setbacks as described in the City of Gainesville Land
Development Code.

F. Alachua County Soil Survey map clearly depicting project boundaries.

G. Text description of project goals and activities.

H. Other permits or development plans anticipated, pending, issued or denied for projects at

the location (e.g. ACOE/ERP/Wetland Resource/MSSW). In other words, include a text
discussion of the development history of the project area.

Environmental Inventory
General Environmental Site Assessment
The Environmental Features Report will identify all significant environmental features on the

site, and identify expected post-construction impacts to and protection plans for significant
environmental features. This report shall consist of a combination of maps, figures and



descriptions of the features as indicated below. To facilitate interpretation, site plan sheets and
aerial photographs shall be of the same scale.

PRE-CONSTRUCTION CONDITIONS:

Natural Communities, Wetlands, and Surface Waters

With respect to natural communities, wetlands, and surface waters, the applicant must provide:

A.

Delineation of existing natural communities and land use/land cover types, displayed
clearly on site plan sheets and aerial photographs. Community types shall be identified
according to the Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI) Guide to the Natural
Communities of Florida (FNAI/FDNR 1990"). Areas not categorizable under the FNAI
system shall be identified using the Florida Land Use, Cover and Forms Classification
System (FLUCFCS; FDOT 1999") at a minimum of Level 3. Each community type or
land use/land cover shall be designated using the identification number associated with
the FLUCFCS system and/or the FNAI community name. Include a table identifying the
total acreage of each community or land use/land cover type within the project area, as
well as a calculation of that acreage as a percentage of the total project area.

Text description of each community or land use/land cover including dominant species,
special features, conditions, presence and location of listed plant and animal species, and
onsite and offsite existing and proposed impacts. Also include documentation of invasive
non-native plants using the most recent Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council “List of
Invasive Species”.” Identify on relevant plan sheets and aerial photographs the general
location and extent of invasive non-native plant populations.

Floodplain boundary map indicating the 100-year flood elevation boundary based upon
Federal Emergency Management Agency Flood Insurance Rate Maps, USGS maps of
flood-prone areas, Regional Planning Council flood plain maps, or other appropriate
sources.

The boundaries of wetlands, surface waters and natural open water systems within the
project boundary delineated on a map (i.e. aerial, natural communities map, etc.). State
whether the delineation is approved by the appropriate governmental agency.

Delineation of all rare, vulnerable, or exemplary natural communities on the project site.
A rare community is defined as either globally rare or rare within the State, based on
FNALI’s Tracking List of Rare, Threatened and Endangered Plants, Animals, and Natural
Communities of Floridd”. All natural communities with the following ranks shall be
noted:

=  G1/81 Critically imperiled globally or statewide because of extreme rarity (5 or
fewer occurrences) or because of extreme vulnerability to extinction due to some
natural or human factor

= (G2/82 Imperiled globally/statewide because of rarity (6 to 20 occurrences) or
because of vulnerability to extinction due to some natural or human factor

=  G3/83 Either very rare and local throughout its range (21-100 occurrences) or found
locally in a restricted range, or vulnerable to extinction from other factors.



Natural communities present in the City of Gainesville that conform to these rankings
include, but are not limited to: sandhill, sinkhole, floodplain forest, floodplain marsh,
depression marsh, dome swamp, clastic upland lake, flatwoods lake, sandhill upland lake,
sinkhole lake, seepage stream, spring-run stream, and seepage slope.

Listed Plant and Animal Species

The area shall be thoroughly surveyed by qualified biologists for listed plant and wildlife species.
This includes a physical survey as well as an Element Occurrence Record available from FNAL
Listed species are defined here as species listed as endangered, threatened, or species of special
concern by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission®, Florida Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services”, or the US Fish and Wildlife Service; and S1/52/83 ranked
species tracked by FNAL

Information regarding listed species to be provided includes:
A. Common and scientific name of each listed species;
B. Number of individuals, density estimate/acreage occupied, or both;

C. Location of species (i.e. nests, burrows, actual sightings) of individuals or population
areas. Location data must be adequate to allow for field verification (i.e. GPS data,
distance from landmarks, detailed map etc.);

D. Description of habitat in which listed species was found.
Regulated Trees

According to the City of Gainesville Land Development Code, trees larger than 8-inch in
diameter at 4.5 feet above ground level (DBH), except for slash and loblolly pines, which are
regulated when 12-inch or larger in diameter, require a permit for removal. These regulations
pertain to commercial, government, multi-family housing, and planned developments. On
detached single-family homes only Heritage trees are regulated. Heritage trees are defined as
native tree species that are larger than 20-inch in diameter, except for water oaks, laurel oaks,
sweetgums, and loblolly pines, which become Heritage trees at 30 inches.

In reference to these provisions for significant environmental communities, the applicant must
submit a map showing the location of all trees greater than 8-inch DBH (12-inch for slash or
loblolly pine) must be surveyed and documented for proposed commercial, governmental, multi-
family, single-family and planned developments. For single-family developments, an alternative
to this survey of every regulated tree is a report, executed by a certified arborist with current
credentials from the International Society of Arboriculture. The report must show the surveyed
location, diameter, genus and species of all Heritage trees, significant trees, or tree groupings
worthy of protection.

SITE PLAN AND POST-CONSTRUCTION CONDITIONS:

The site plan shall consist of a map or a series of maps" that indicates, at a minimum, the
following basic information regarding the development project, in addition to that information
already required under Gainesville Land Development Code Sec. 30-160. All relevant final site
plan, development plan, or plat sheets shall be signed and sealed by a professional land surveyor,



professional engineer, professional landscape architect, or environmental professional licensed in
the state of Florida, as appropriate.

A. Geotechnical report based iipon soil borings, land cover type, or soil map unit type. The
report shall identify the observed groundwater elevation and an estimate of seasonal high
groundwater elevation for the property. All information shall be depicted on the site plan.

B. Identification of floodways, sheet flows, erosional gullies, and other predevelopment
surface water or storm event conveyances.

C. Location of permanent and temporary erosion, sediment and turbidity controls (Note: in
certain cases a detailed erosion and sedimentation control plan, including text, map,
calculations, and details may be required).

Protection of Listed Plant and Animal Species
The site plan shall include:
A. A description of potential impacts to listed species;

B. A protection plan that identifies measures to avoid and minimize impacts to the
documented species or its habitat. These measures can include, but are not limited to:
locating construction away from listed species and their habitat, preservation of the listed
species habitat, conservation easements, enhancement or restoration of degraded or
former habitat, creation of new habitats, removal of invasive species, establishment of
buffer areas around existing habitats, modifications of land management practices, and
relocation potential and strategy if applicable. At least 50% of listed species must be
preserved in situ;

C. Permits applied for or that will be required in regard to impacts to the species (e.g.,
gopher tortoise permit from the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission;
endangered plant harvesting permit from the Division of Plant Industry).

Protection of Natural Communities, Wetlands, and Surface Waters

In reference to rare, vulnerable, or exemplary natural communities, surface waters, and wetlands,
the applicant shall provide:

A. A map of proposed (post-construction) land use/land cover and natural communities
(including acreage and percentages). Use the FLUCFCS or FNAI system as described
above.

B. A protection plan for rare, vulnerable, or exemplary natural communities. Strategies for
protection can include, for example, delineation of the construction site away from
sensitive habitat, preservation of the most sensitive habitats, enhancement or restoration
of degraded natural communities onsite, removal of invasive species, establishment of
buffer areas around sensitive or rare habitats, and modifications of land management
practices that will minimize impacts to natural communities. This plan shall also contain
a description of how these natural communities will be protected in perpetuity (e.g.
conservation easements and maintenance activities).



C. For wetland and surface waters, a description of how water quality, hydroperiod, and
habitat will be maintained in on-site wetlands and other surface waters, including areas in
the required setbacks, will be preserved or will remain undisturbed.

D. A plan to monitor water quality and quantity going into and exiting the designated
significant environmental community. Such monitoring will include levels of dissolved
ions of nutrients found in commercial fertilizers, heavy metals, and common pollutants.
Dissolved particulates shall also be documented. Such monitoring must be initiated at
least one year pre-development and continues one year post-development. The developer
must provide the City with assurance that if post-development Ievels reveal increased
contamination or turbidity, the developer will undertake mitigation at his own expense
until pre-development quality is restored.

Protection of Regulated Trees
A generalized landscape plan shall be developed that demonstrates:

A. Trees to be saved and removed;

B. Tree protection zones as required under this ordinance

C. No sod is to be planted within preserved significant environmental features or the
associated set-asides and/or buffers. If fast-establishing grass is required, rye grass shall
be used;

D. Only species native to Alachua County are to be planted in preserved significant
environmental features or the associated buffers and set-asides;

E. No invasive species are to be planted on the site.

Other tree and landscape requirements detailed in Article VI, Subdivision 1 of the City of
Gainesville Land Development Code shall be enforced. Compliance shall be indicated in
additional landscape and tree management plans as addressed in the Code.

Conservation Area Buffers

If the site is adjacent to existing public or private conservation areas, the site plan shall
demonstrate and describe how impacts to surrounding natural areas will be minimized so that
development activities do not negatively affect the features on the surrounding sites. Measures
such as vegetated buffers, site design, removal of invasive species, height limitations etc. shall be
included in the plan to ensure that surrounding natural areas are not impacted by the proposed
project. The site plan shall indicate a 50-foot natural buffer on land adjacent to any local, state, or
national nature parks. Such buffers shall be clearly and permanently delineated.

Other Required Elements

Landscape and Tree Management, Stormwater, Wastewater and other relevant environmental
plans shall be provided for review and be in compliance as described in Article VIII
(Environmental Management) of the City of Gainesville Land Development Code.

I FNAI/FDNR. 1990. Guide To the Natural Communities of Florida. Florida Natural Areas Inventory and
Florida Department of Natural Resources. Tallahassee.

i FDOT, 1999. Florida Land Use, Cover and Forms Classification System. Florida Department of
Transportation. Tallahassee.



il FEPPC, 2003. List of Invasive Species. Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council.

IV FNAL, 2000. Tracking List of Rare, Threatened, and Endangered Plants and Animals and Natural
Communities in Florida. Tallahassee.

YFFWCC. 1997. Florida’s Endangered Species, Threatened Species, and Species of Special Concern.
Tallahassee.

¥ Notes on Florida’s Endangered Plants. Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services,
Bureau of Entomology and Plant Pathology - Botany Section, Contribution No. 38, 4" Ed. (Digital version)
2003.

Y The above information can be assembled in a way that best presents the natural resource information, the
project site and the proposed development. Information can be combined into a few detailed figures (i.e. an
single map showing the proposed development, vegetation communities, wetland and surface water
boundaries and required setbacks, and listed species occurrences) or separated into different maps/figures.
This is up to the discretion of the applicant as long as all required information is provided.



City Hall

City Of Gai neSVi"e 200 East University Avenue

Gainesville, Florida 32601

General Certification

State of Florida

|, Kurt M. Lannon, Jr., the duly appointed and qualified Clerk of the Commission of the City of
Galnesvnle a mun|0|pal corporation, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct

copy of:

Resolution 040668 which was duly and regularly adopted by the City Commission of the City of
Gainesville, Florida at a City Commission meeting on November 8, 2004.

IN WITNESS, WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and affixed the official seal of the City
of Gainesville, Florida this 10th day of November, A.D., 2004.

e Y

€ Clerk Signétute " Date:
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2004 NOV 16 03:58 PM BK 3026 PG 515
J. K. "BUDDY" IRBY
CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
ALACHUA COUNTY,FLORIDA
CLERK10 Receipt#213499
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