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Text change to the City’s Land Development 
Code to allow agricultural uses within various 
zoning districts
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Background

What are the benefits of Urban Agriculture?
• Economic
• Health
• Community
• Education

Feedback Platform – open for comment

Why create an Urban Agriculture Ordinance in 
Gainesville? 
• Allow our citizens and businesses to effectively advocate for urban 

agriculture projects and investment.
• Ensure that efforts, such as community and educational gardens 

and urban farms, are protected.
• Allow the city to protect and effectively handle requests for 

permission to engage in urban agriculture activities and to respond 
to new innovations and practices that are not currently covered by 
the city’s regulations. 

2Feedback Platform – response to neighbors
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https://spark.adobe.com/page/V10kKrCuQnUly/?fbclid=IwAR3vc1rbL_GxQTZgfe5958i7_Tr5sTY1AQ-D_HiOLFfeolDVmRI0Ss5iF18
https://spark.adobe.com/page/gQqCgpbF8DDRO/


Definitions
Urban Market Farm land used for the cultivation of fruits, 
vegetables, plants, flowers, herbs, or fowl by an individual, 
organization, business, or association with the primary 
purpose of growing agricultural products for consumption, 
wholesale, direct-to-consumer sale, or combination of 
these options. 

Subsistence Garden means land used for the cultivation of 
fruits, vegetables, plants, flowers, herbs, or fowl by an individual, 
organization, business, or association with the primary purpose of 
growing agricultural products for consumption or donation, neither 
involving the sale of products. Includes, but is not limited to, 
community gardens, accessory gardens, and education gardens. 
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• Properties one-half an acre or greater may keep up to 10 
chickens for the first one-half acre, with two more chickens for 
each additional one-half acre, up to a maximum of 24 chickens.

• Chicken keeping must otherwise be in accordance with the 
regulations in Article V of this chapter for the keeping of fowl 
when accessory to residential uses.
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Proposed Changes to Permitted Uses
Urban Transects
• Subsistence garden – Permitted
• Urban market farm, less than 5 acres – Permitted
• Urban market farm, 5 acres or greater – Special Use Permit (SUP)

Residential Districts
• Subsistence garden – Permitted
• Urban market farm, less than 5 acres – Permitted
• Urban market farm, 5 acres or greater – Special Use Permit (SUP)

Mixed-Use and Non-Residential Districts
• Subsistence garden – Permitted
• Urban market farm, less than 5 acres – Permitted
• Urban market farm, 5 acres or greater – Special Use Permit (SUP)

Special Districts 
• Subsistence garden – Permitted
• Urban market farm, less than 5 acres – Permitted
• Urban market farm, 5 acres or greater – Special Use Permit (SUP)
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Proposed 
Use 
Standards

Equipment not in use 
must be secured and 
must not be visible 
from any public right-
of-way.

Compost must be 
managed at least 
weekly to reduce 
odor and pests.

Trash shall be stored 
in appropriate 
containers and will be 
removed from site at 
least weekly.

Operations may not 
include practices that 
violate Chapter 16, 
Article IV – Mosquito 
Breeding Grounds.

D. Maintenance 
Standards

Adequate hand 
washing facilities 
must be provided 
onsite for workers 
and volunteers, 
unless there is 
access to facilities 
within one-quarter of 
a mile.

The property owner 
must provide the City 
with the contact 
information for the 
designated manager. 

C. Operational 
Standards

Applicable design 
standards will 
regulate the design 
and operation of 
urban agricultural 
uses, including 
provisions for 
setbacks, gates, 
fences, walls, signs, 
parking, and 
stormwater.

Structures for 
growing food must 
not be made of tires, 
appliances, railroad 
ties, or pressure-
treated lumber 
manufactured prior to 
2004.

B. Design 
Standards

If an urban market 
farm is to exceed 5 
acres in size, a 
special use permit 
will be required

The use may be the 
principal use on a 
property, or may be 
an accessory use to 
a residential or 
nonresidential use.

A. General 
Standards
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Staff Recommendation

Approve the proposed text 
change to the City’s Land 
Development Code to allow 
agricultural uses within 
various zoning districts. 
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Thank You.
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