0707390 K

Gainesville Sensitive Lands Prioritization Project

Undeveloped parcels within or near the City of Gainesville protect creeks and wetlands,
provide habitat for wildlife and plants, and could provide recreational opportunities for
the public. Despite the environmental value of these remaining vacant urban greenspaces,
they generally are smaller and more expensive than vacant parcels in other parts of the
county. For this reason, they often fall through the cracks of existing land purchasing
programs such as Alachua County Forever A City of Gainesville conservation land
acquisition program would help to protect some of the remaining natural areas in and
around the city In addition, a land buying program would be viewed favorably by
potential partners such as Alachua County Forever, and better enable the City of
Gainesville to protect more land by leveraging funds from state land acquisition
programs.

With assistance from City Planning staff, City of Gainesville Nature Operations Division
staff identified over 3000 undeveloped parcels within the City which could potentially
serve as conservation land. From these, a subset of parcels was prioritized as ecologically
significant based upon multiple factors including:

+ their size
their proximity and connection to existing conservation lands and greenway
corridors,
e significant natural communities or features they are known to contain, and
s published reports recommending their conservation.

It should be noted that these recommendations were based on professional judgments
derived from existing information, and not on a comprehensive evaluation of all 3000
parcels.

City staff also solicited comment from Alachua County Fotever (ACF) and the Alachua
Conservation Trust (ACT). Both entities expressed a strong interest in working with the
City to obtain funds from the Florida Communities Trust and with negotiating with
landowners. In addition, ACT recommended some additional parcels for consideration.
These additional lands have not been evaluated by the City, but are included for reference
on the attached map.

The parcels recommended for acquisition are listed below and highlighted on the attached
Sensitive Lands Acquisition Priorities Map. Both parcels that would be considered for
purchase and those that would be candidates for protection through other means
(conservation easements, interlocal agreements, etc ) are included.
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