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Project Location 



Description of the Problem 
 

• Sweetwater Branch was 
channeled directly to 
Alachua Sink in 1930s 

• Sheetflow Lost 
• 1,300 acres of wetlands 

impacted. 
• Direct flow path from 

Gainesville to Alachua 
Sink  

• City of Gainesville  must 
reduce nutrient loads 
from MSWRF and 
Stormwater Utility for 
Total Maximum Daily 
Loads (TMDL) 
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Project Benefits 
 

1. Improve Water Quality in Alachua 
Sink 
• Meet TMDL 
 

2. Restore 1,300 ac natural wetlands 
• Rehydrate 
• Remove Trash & Sediment 
 

3. Protect Floridan Aquifer 
 

4. Help Restore flow balance to 
Paynes Prairie 
 

5. Wildlife habitat & public park 
• Additional conservation land 

added to park  
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Key Chronology Dates 
• April 9, 2007 

 
 

• June 17, 2010 
 

• January 20, 
2011 

• April 9, 2012 
 

• Presentation of Treatment 
Wetland Concept to the City 
Commission 

• Present the 30% plans for the 
Public Use Facilities to City 
Commission 

• Project update presented to City 
Commission  

•  Project update to RCAPW 
Committee on management of 
Public Access Facilities 
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Resolution No. 080771 - Feb. 5, 2009 
• Whereas, the City of Gainesville, 

…proposes to design, install, operate and 
maintain sheetflow restoration facilities 
and public use facilities within Paynes 
Prairie Preserve State Park….. 
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Sweetwater Branch Enhancement Wetland 
Public Access Plan 





 



Public Use Entry Area 
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Visitor Center Complex 
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Visitor Hall, Welcome Classroom and Boardwalk 
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Overlook View Points 
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Public Use Management 
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Trails 
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Paynes Prairie Fees 
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Paynes Prairie Fees  
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Rawlings’s Fees 
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Questions? 
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