City of Gainesville, Florida

Office of Mayor Craig Lowe
PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, in 1938, when Gainesvitle was a small town with a segregated society, four local (frican-(merican wamen
envisioned a community moxe conducive to cultural and educational growth; and

WHEREAS, each woman was asked to bring a friend and ideas for implementing the vision, and on Felbnuary 24, 1938, this
group founed the Visionaires as a women’s erganization dedicated to civic, cultural and social affains with the purpese of

WIHEREAS, the founding membiers wene Mamie F. Caok, Viela W. Jacksen, Chuistola W. Jones, Frederica C. Jones,
Mozetle Fnowles, Juene Lewey, Flovence W. Smith and Daphne Duval-Witliams — all of whom were nesidents of

WHEREAS, the Visionaires sponsoned various cubltural events including concerts by “Wings Cuver Jordan”, “The
Southernaines”, classical soloist Daniet Comegys, and jazz artist Pamela Laws, an art exhibit by the bate Mx. Jesse Qaron
— a bocal scubptor, and a reception for professional entertainer Marion Caffey — a Gainesvitle native; and

WIHEREAS, through the years, the Visionaires expanded to include civic activities such as voter negistration duives, providing
pewsenal sewices for nunsing home nesidents, and panticipating in the “Developing Leadenship Potential” (Take Our
Daughiters to Wark ) program for middle school students; and

WHEREAS, since 1946, the Visionaires annuablly award achievement scholarships to bocal graduating high school senions;
and

WHEREAS, the Visionaires donate to and provide support for Duval Elementary School, Pleasant Place, The Preserwve,
BASE (Black AIDS Services &Cducathn),lacalcﬁidcmwdw,%eﬂlwwﬁaﬁ@&m,%eﬂaﬁwmeaoommw
(dvancement of Colored Peaple and the United Negro College Fund; and

WHEREAS, February 24, 2013 will mark the 75% Anniversarny of the founding of the Visionaires ; and
WHEREAS, the 23 cuwient membiens of the Visionaires have planned a series of activities to celebnate its 75% (nniversary
Diamond Jubilee, including a commemorative Founders Day sewice and special exhibit of its archival matevial at the
Univensity of Florvida Smathens Library and a jazz cancert at the Senion Recreation Centex.

NOW, THEREFORE, T, Cuaig Lowse, by the authority vested in me as Mayer of the City of Gainesuille, do Reveby proctaim
February 24, 2013 as

in the City of Gainesuitle and invite all oux citizens to join me in vecognizing the Visionaires fox their exemplany sewice to and

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, T have heveunta set my hand and caused to be affived the official seal of the City of
Gainesvitle, Florida, this 29% day of Januany, C.E., 2013.

Craig Lowe



