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ORDINANCE NO. 090878 
2 

3 An ordinance of the City of Gainesville, Florida, amending the Code of Ordinances and the 
4 Land Development Code relating to landscape and tree management; by amending Sec. 30-
5 23 Definitions; by amending Article VII. Development Review Process (Division 2. 
6 Subdivisions and Street Vacation and Division 4. Planned Development District); by 
7 amending Article VIII. Environmental Management (Division 1. Generally, Division 2. 
8 .Landscape and Tree Management, Stormwater Management and Water/Wastewater 
9 Connection Policy, and Division 4. Relief and Enforcement); by amending Appendix A. 

10 Special Area Plans (for College Park, Traditional City, Central Corridors and University 
II Heights); by amending Chapter 2. Administration (Division 12. Tree Board of Appeals and 
I2 Division 13~ Tree Advisory Board); providing directions to the codifier; providing a 
13 severability clause; providing a repealing clause; and providing an effective date. 
14 

15 WHEREAS, publication of notice of a public hearing was given that the text of the Land 
16 Development Code and the Code of Ordinances of the City of Gainesville, Florida, be 
17 amended; and 

18 WHEREAS, notice was given and publication made as required by law and a public 
19 hearing was then held by the City Plan Board on February 25, 2010 and by the City 
20 Commission on May 6, 2010; and 

21 WHEREAS, city staff prepared and released a draft ordinance for review and comment 
22 in March 2011; and 

23 WHEREAS, several public stakeholders expressed concern with and interest in revising 
24 the draft ordinance; and 

25 WHEREAS, in July 2011, the Gainesville CRA directed CRA staff to hire a consultant 
26 to review the draft ordinance and coordinate a stakeholder review process, and on March 19, 
27 2012, a revised draft was presented to the CRA board by the CRA staff and consultant, and 

28 WHEREAS, on May 30, 2012, Planning staff provided the revised draft to stakeholders, 
29 and 

30 WHEREAS, on June 4, 2012, the Tree Advisory Board reviewed and approved the draft 
31 with revisions; and 

32 WHEREAS, at least I 0 days notice has been given once by publication in a newspaper 
33 of general circulation notifying the public of this proposed ordinance and of a public hearing to 
34 be held in the City Commission Auditorium, City Hall, City of Gainesville; and 

35 WHEREAS, the public hearings were held pursuant to the published notice described 
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1 above, at which hearings the parties in interest and all others had an opportunity to be and 
2 were, in fact, heard. 

3 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION 
4 OF THE CITY OF GAINESVILLE, FLORIDA: 

5 Section 1. Section. 30-23, of the Land Development Code of the City of Gainesville, is 
6 amended as stated below. Except as amended herein, the remainder of Sec. 30-23 remains in 
7 full force and effect. 

8 Sec. 30-23. Definitions. 

9 Canopy means the uppermost layer of vegetation in a forest consisting of the tops of trees 
10 forming a kind of ceiling. 

11 Champion tree means those trees that are the largest of their species as listed in the 
12 Florida Champion Tree Register maintained by the State of Florida Division of Forestry. 

13 City tree mitigation (und means a separate city fund that holds funds collected as tree 
14 mitigation. This fund may be used for new tree plantings associated with public improvement 
15 projects or for the preservation of trees through the purchase of conservation lands, but shall not be 
16 used for tree maintenance or for the installation of new trees that are required for a development. 

17 Council of Tree and Landscape Appraisers means to a group of professional societies 
18 specializing in arboriculture, horticulture and nursery practices that have established a 
19 methodology for appraising the fmancial value of trees and landscaping. 

20 Crown means the foliated portion of a tree, from the lowest branch to the treetop; 
21 synonymous with canopy, maffi mass of branehiftg of a fll8:Bt abo•;e gro\:li'id. 

22 Crown spread means the measurement of the outermost tips of a tree's branches as they 
23 form a circle. It is calculated by averaging the diameters of two circles - the distance across the 
24 narrowest point and at the widest point bftmehiag S:istanee measUfed across the greatest diamster 
25 of a erovlfl. 
26 

27 Diameter breast height (DBH) means the diameter of the main stem of a tree as measured 
28 4.5 feet above the natural grade at the base. The diameter of a multi-stemmed tree is measured at 
29 the narrowest point below the lowest branch. 
30 

31 Dripline means the minimum rooting volume of a tree necessary to sustain the tree's life, 
32 generally defined by the tree' s crown spread or a radius of every 1.25 feet for every 1 inch DBH, 
33 whichever is greater. and from the surface to a depth of3 feet 

34 Establish or establishment (in reference to planted trees) refers to the period of care that 
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must be provided to a young tree after planting, which is a minimum of one year and additional 
2 time as needed to ensure the survivability of the trees. If after three years, a young tree has 
3 developed a strong trunk, roots, branches and foliage, it is considered established and can be 
4 expected to survive without supplemental watering. even during drought. 
5 

6 Fair or better condition means that the tree has a relatively sound and solid root, trunk, 
7 and canopy structure, no major insect infestation or pathological problem, or problems that 
8 cannot be remedied with cultural practices, and a life expectancy greater than 15 years as 
9 determined by the city manager or designee. In the event of a disputed health condition. the 

10 condition rating system outlined in the latest edition of the Council of Tree and Landscape 
11 Appraisers Guide for Tree Appraisers shall be used by the city manager or designee to evaluate 
12 the health condition. A score of 60 or higher shall qualify a tree as fair or better·condition. 

13 Gainesville tree list refers to the list in Sec. 30-267 ofthis code. 

14 Heritage trees are native trees that are larger than 20 inches diameter breast height. 

15 High quality trees are any trees of the following species: Live Oak (Quercus virginiana). 
16 Sand Live Oak (0. geminata). Bluff Oak (Q. austrina), Basket Oak (Q. michauxii), Southern 
17 Red Oak (Q falcata). Southern Magnolia (Magnolia grandif/ora), Florida Maple (Acer 
18 barbatum), Longleaf Pine (Pinus palustris), Spruce Pine (P. glabra), Cedar Ehn (Ulmus 
19 crassifolia), Winged Ehn (U alata). Florida Elm (U. floridana). Bald Cypress aaxodium 
20 distichum). Pond Cypress (['. ascendens), Tupelo (Nyssa sylvatica). Mockernut Hickory (Caiya 
21 tomentosa\ Pignut Hickory (C. glabra, Pecan (C. illinoensis). Persimmon (Diospyros 
22 virginiana), Basswood {Tilia Americana), Tulip Poplar (Liriodendron tulipifera), White Ash 
23 (F'raxinus Americana), Green Ash (F. pensylvanica) and Yaupon. Dahoon, and American Holly 
24 species (flex vomitoria, L cassine. and I opaca). 

25 High quality heritage trees are heritage trees of the species identified in the definition of 
26 high quality trees. 

27 High guality shade trees are trees of the native species listed in the definition of high 
28 quality trees that are identified on the gainesville tree list in the categorv "high quality shade." 

29 ln~pr-e"Jement means any manmade, imtnO"iable item whieh beeomes part of, is plaeed 
30 1:1poB, or is affnred to real estate. 

31 Improvements means physical changes made to raw-land and structures placed on or 
32 under the land surface, in order to make the land more usable. Typical improvements would be 
33 clearing and grubbing, grading, street pavements, curb and gutter, drainage ditches, sa=eet 
34 required trees, storm and sanitary sewers, streetlights, fire hydrants, street name signs, 
35 permanent control points (PCP's). 

36 Invasive, non-native plant species, refer to Section 30-251(6)(g) and (h). 
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1 Landscape materials means improvements such as living trees, shrubs, vines, grasses, 
2 ground covers and other plants, sand, or wood mulch and other materials which do not require 
3 soil compaction for their installation., walls and feaees aB<l other nonliYing, durable materials 
4 eommon:ly ased in landseaping; IBR<lseape watef featufes; and similar materials B:Fld aesign 
5 features; pro·AEled that visible syntltetie materials shall not qti:alify. 

6 Public utility means a utility owned, operated and maintained by a public or 
7 governmental entity or a publicly-regulated utility company, including but not limited to 
8 stormwater, drainage, water, wastewater. reclaimed water, chilled water, natural gas, electric or 
9 telecommunications facilities. 

10 Public utility easement {PUE) is a non-possessory, non-exclusive interest in the land of 
11 another and the right to use the property for the purpose of installing, operating and maintaining 
12 public utility facilities. 

13 Qualitative tree sw-vey, refer to Tree survey, qualitative. 

14 Regulated trees are those of 8 inches or greater in diameter breast height or any tree that 
15 was planted in compliance with an approved development order or to mitigate the removal of a 
16 regulated tree. Slash and Loblolly Pines are not regulated until they reach 20 inches in 
17 diameter, except those that were preserved during development in order to meet a landscaping 
18 requirement, which are considered regulated regardless of size. 

19 Required trees mean those planted to meet a specific landscaping requirement such as 
20 trees in buffers. landscape islands, and stormwater management areas. 

21 Rootzone refers to the allotted area of soil that is provided for the growth of tree roots. 

22 Rootzone media refers to the appropriate soil structure and texture to accommodate 
23 healthy root growth for required landscaping. The minimum components of rootzone media are 
24 uncompacted soil (bulk density less than 1.50 glee in loam. 1. 70 glee sand, or 1.40 g/cc clay soil) 
25 devoid of seeds of invasive exotic species and of pH 5.5 to 6.5, composted leaf mold or peat 
26 moss, and well-graded, medium angular sand (0.50 to 0.25 mm). The natural topsoil of the site 
27 qualifies if the above qualities exist. The maximum depth for structural soil used as root zone 
28 media shall be 36", the maximum depth for root zone media used with structural root box cells 
29 shall be 45". 
30 

31 Root zone volume refers to a measurement of the net soil volume not including structural 
32 components such as stone. The root zone can include soil within the tree opening or soil under 
33 pavement, as long as the soil volumes are compacted to no more than 85% dry density. 
34 Structural soils are exempt from this compaction requirement. A variety of techniques are 
35 suitable for under pavement locations, including but not limited to structural root box cells, 
36 structural soil, tree wells, root paths and soil trenches. The soil volumes must be accessible to 
37 the tree roots to be considered part of the root zone volume. Rooting space should be composed 
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1 of soil defined in the ordinance as root zone media. The depth of root zone, for purposes of 
2 calculating the volume, shall not exceed four feet. 
3 

4 Root paths are narrow trenches under pavement filled with root zone media and strip 
5 drain board, which are used to guide roots out of confined planting areas. 
6 

7 Soil trenches are trenches under reinforced structural slabs filled with root zone media 
8 compacted to a maximum 80% proctor, which are used to guide roots out of confmed planting 
9 areas. 

10 Soil bulk density is a measure of soil compaction expressed as the mass of soil per unit of 
11 volume. 

12 Soil compaction is ·compression of the soil resulting in a reduction of the total pore 
13 space, especially the macropores (air-filled spaces between soil particles) and micropores 
14 (which fill with water). 

15 Structural soil is a designed medium which can meet or exceed pavement design and 
16 installation requirements while remaining root penetrable and supportive of tree growth. 
17 
18 Structural root box cells are fiberglass-reinforced polypropylene structures including 
19 frames and decks designed to support pavement loads and hold root zone media for the purpose 
20 of supporting tree growth. 

21 Tree appraised value means the dollar value to the city of a tree on private or public 
22 property used for the purpose of calculating cash recompense for removal or destruction. The 
23 Tree appraised value shall be calculated as follows: 
24 

25 (3.14) x ('l2 diameter breast height)2 =trunk area 
26 

27 (trunk area) x (unit factor for square inch price, as determined annually by the Tree 
28 Advisory Board in consultation with the City Manager or designee)= square inch value 
29 
30 (square inch value) x (55% diminution rating)= tree appraised value 
31 

32 Example calculation: 20" Live Oak in fair or better condition: 
33 (3.14) x (112 x 20i = 314 square inches oftrunk area 
34 (314 sq in) x ($40) = $12.560 square inch value 
35 ($12,560) x (.55)= $6,908 tree appraised value 

36 Tree grouping or major tree grouping means an assemblage of closely spaced trees that 
37 encompass an area of at least 400 square feet and that provide coverage of at least 50% of that 
38 area. with the follo·~t~.ng·characteristics: 
39 flj The perimeter of the assei'ftBlage encompasses at least 400 sQtiftfe feet; and 
40 f2) The co·rerage oftfte assemblage tree canopy is at least 50 percent. 

5 
Petition No. PB-10-7-TCH 
CODE: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 



4/17/2013 

1 Tree lawn refers to a pervious area between the back-of-curb and sidewalk or along the 
2 street edge intended for the planting of street trees. 
3 
4 Tree root plate refers to the below-ground area adjacent to the trunk where the major 
5 buttress roots and support roots occur, generally a circular area with a radius of four (4) times the 
6 diameter of the tree trunk at ground level. For example, a 2 foot diameter trunk has a root plate 
7 radius of 8 feet outside the trunk on all sides. 
8 

9 Tree survey is a map that depicts the geographic location of regulated trees with their 
10 scientific names (both genus and species) and indicates the diameter of each regulated tree 
11 measured at 4.5 feet above the natural grade at the base. 
12 

13 Tree survev. aualitative is an alternative to the tree survey. A qualitative tree survey shall 
14 be prepared by and executed by a certified arborist with current credentials from the International 
15 Society of Arboriculture or by a licensed landscape architect. The report must show the surveyed 
16 location, diameter, genus and species of all Heritage trees, all regulated trees of high quality 
17 shade tree species, other trees worthy of protection, and existing trees planted to comply with 
18 earlier approved development plans. On-site meetings with the city manager or designee will 
19 confirm which trees shall be included in the survey and to confirm that the survey meets code 
20 requirements. The survey shall also cover matters identified as significant relative to the urban 
21 forest based on site conditions. 

22 Tree wells consist of an complete or partial enclosure below ground, filled with rootzone 
23 media, where a tree is planted. Apertures at the surface are provided to conduit air and water to 
24 the tree roots. 
25 

26 Urban forest refers to the sum total of all vegetation growing within the city limits, 
27 whether on public or private property. 

28 Section 2. Sections 30-180, 30-182(c)(2), 30-183(e)(2), 30-183 (g), and 30-183(i)(2), 30-
29 184, 30-187(c)(l), 30-187(p), 30-187(t), and 30-188(c)(3) of Article VII. Development Review 
30 Process, Division 2. Subdivisions and Street Vacation of the Land Development Code of the City 
31 of Gainesville, are amended as stated below. Except as amended herein, the remainder of Article 
32 VII. Development Review Process, Division 2. Subdivisions and Street Vacation, remains in full 
33 force and effect. 
34 

35 Sec. 30-180. Purpose and intent. 
36 

37 This article is intended to provide direction and standards for the division of land in a 
38 manner that would facilitate the coordination of land development in accordance with orderly 
39 physical patterns; to encourage development of an economically stable and healthful community; 
40 to ensure proper identification, monumentation and recording of real estate boundaries; to ensure 
41 that adequate and necessary physical improvements of lasting quality will be installed in 
42 subdivisions by the subdividers and that taxpayers will not bear this cost; to provide for safe and 
43 convenient vehicle, bicycle, pedestrian and transit access; to provide an efficient, adequate and 
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1 economic supply of utilities and services to new land developments; to prevent periodic or 
2 seasonal flooding and to protect groundwater and surface water quality through provision of 
3 protective flood control and stormwater management facilities; to help conserve and protect 
4 physical and scenic resources; to sustain and replenish the urban forest; to promote the public 
5 health, safety, comfort, convenience and general welfare; and to implement the city's 
6 comprehensive plan. 
7 

8 Sec. 30-182. Pre-application conference. 

9 (c) 

10 

11 

12 

13 
14 

15 
16 

17 
18 

19 

20 

21 

22 
23 

24 

25 

26 

Concept Review (Sketch drawing). 

(2) The sketch shall contain the following data: 

a Approximate tract boundaries; 
b. Approximate location with respect to section lines; 
c. Streets on and adjacent to the tract; 
d. Proposed general street layout; 
e. Environmental features including but not limited to significant 

topographical and physical features including regulated surface waters and 
wetlands, regulated natural and archaeological resources, creeks, uplands, 
lakes and wetlands FEMA and community determined flood plains, and 
heritage trees; 

f. Generalized existing vegetation; including areas of native forest 
where the land shows no evidence of prior use for agriculture; 

g. Proposed general lot layout and the total number of lots; 
h. Existing buildings on the property; 
i. Land use and zoning designation of the subject property; and 
J. Generalized stormwater management plan. 

27 Sec. 30-183. Design plat requirements and approval. 
28 
29 (e) Specifications. 
30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 
41 

42 

43 

(2) The design plat shall also contain or be accompanied by: 

h. The location of all major tree groupings and identification of all heritage 
trees by genus and species on the subdivision tract, a designation of which 
tree groupings and heritage trees are proposed to be removed, and 
identification by genus and species of all regulated trees as eefiaed in 
seetiea 30 254 located in or within 15 feet of any proposed right-of-way 
or utility improvement. A generalized landscaping plan that shows the 
locations of the required shade trees with the appropriate space allocations 
to meet code requirements for street trees, buffers, retention basins and 
stormwater management facilities. The design plat and the final plat shall 
include a statement that all champion and high quality heritage trees shall 
be preserved or mitigated in accordance with the requirements of this 
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5 
6 

7 
8 

9 (g) 
10 

11 

12 

13 
14 

15 

16 
17 

18 

19 
20 
21 

22 
23 

24 

25 
26 (i) 
27 

28 
29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
36 

37 

38 

39 

40 
41 

42 

43 

44 

n. 
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A plan for the elimination and future control of invasive non-native plant 
species from the site. The non-native removal shall be completed as 
specified in the management plan prior to the issuance of the first 
certificate of occupancy and yearly inspections for three years to assure 
that infested areas have remained at less than 1 0 percent of the initial 
population. 

Review of design pla[n. The development review board review shall include 
consideration of staff fmdings and evidence and testimony from the general public. The 
board shall determine if the proposed subdivision is in conformity with the general goals 
and objectives of the city with respect to the officially adopted comprehensive plan; the 
city's official roadway map; existing zoning requirements, including amendments thereto; 
policies and plans established by the city with respect to neighborhoods, lake levels, 
water supply, maintenance of the tree canopy levels identified in the comprehensive plan. 
control of invasive non-native plant species, protecting environmental features, provision 
for emergency access, consideration of pedestrian, bicycle and transit access and 
greenway connections, waste disposal and other essential utilities; the overall stormwater 
management plan including landscaping of stormwater management basins; and policies 
for development in any special improvement and redevelopment districts. Particular 
attention shall be given to the arrangement, location and width of streets, the provision of 
high quality shade trees along the streets, their relation to the topography of the land, 
water supply, sewage disposal, stormwater management, lot sizes and arrangement and 
the present or future development of abutting property. 

City commission review. 

(2) The city commission shall review the recommended design plat and consider 
fmdings made by the development review board and/or staff. The city 
commission shall determine if the proposed subdivision is in conformity with the 
general goals and objectives of the city with respect to the officially adopted 
comprehensive plan; existing zoning requirements, including all amendments 
thereto; policies and plans established by the city with respect to neighborhoods, 
lake levels, water supply, sustaining the urban forest. protecting environmental 
features, provision for emergency access, consideration of pedestrian, bicycle, 
vehicle and transit access and greenway connections, waste disposal and other 
essential utilities; the overall stormwater management plan; and policies for 
development in any special improvement and redevelopment districts. Particular 
attention shall be given to the arrangement, location, function and width of streets, 
their consistency with the goal of developing a multimodal transportation network 
and providing sufficient space for street trees both above and below ground, their 
interaction with the overall transportation system and relation to the topography 
of the land, water supply, sewage disposal, stormwater management, lot sizes and 
arrangement and the present or future development of abutting property. 
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1 

2 Sec. 30~ 184. Preparation, submission and review of construction plans. 
3 

4 (a) 
5 
6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 (b) 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 
23 

24 
25 
26 

27 

28 
29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 (c) 
37 
38 

39 

40 
41 

42 

43 

Preparation. Following the city commission approval of the design plat, the subdivider 
shall submit construction plans and specifications for all subdivision improvements 
required, in accordance with this article. The construction plans must be prepared, by an 
engineer registered in the state, in conformance with section 30-188 of this article, the 
design manual on file in the public works department, and other applicable local, state 
and federal regulations. 

Submission and review. The subdivider shall submit five multiple sets of plans as 
necessary to facilitate review by the City. te tJie fJltHlfting di\<ision witain tJie f!lanning 
ana ae·relof!HieBt serviees Sef!artlneBt for review by tJie following: flub lie works 
Bef!ar.ment, Gainesville Regional Utilities, AJaelma Coooty Environmental Preteotion 
Def!artment, fllanning ana de¥eloflmeBt serviees Bef!ar'".l'l'iE!Bt ana tJie attilding deflartment 
Or othef SeflartJneBt to ae determines ay the fllanning ffiyfisioB. 

The plans shall be submitted to the planning division during a regular review cycle for 
development review. Following their reviews, if the construction plans are consistent 
with the approved design plat and comply with all standards and specifications, public 
works department and Gainesville Regional Utilities shall notify the subdivider and the 
planning division within the planning and development services department of 
construction plan approval. If the construction plans are not consistent with the design 
plat as approved by the city commission or do not comply with all standards and 
specifications, the public works department and Gainesville Regional Utilities shall 
notify the subdivider of: 

(I) Conditional construction plan approval, subject to any necessary modifications 
which shall be indicated on the plans or attached to them in writing; or 

(2) Disapproval of the construction plans or any portion thereof, indicating in writing 
the reasons for the disapproval. The subdivider shall be responsible for timely 
resubmittal of acceptable plans within 12 months from the date of approval of the 
preliminary development order. 

Required maps and drawings. Plans for the proposed improvements and a boundary 
survey shall be required to be approved by the planning and development services 
department, parks, recreation and cultural affairs department, public works department 
and Gainesville Regional Utilities prior to approval of the final plat by the city 
commission. The final plat shall be recorded in the public records unless the subdivider 
has complied in all respects with subsection 30-186( e). The improvement plans shall 
show the proposed locations, sizes, types, grades and general design features of each 
facility, and shall be based upon reliable field data. These drawings shall include, at a 
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rrnnnnum, a topographic map, stormwater management plan, a landscape plan, an 
invasive exotic plant control plan, and construction drawings showing street profiles, 
street cross sections and water supply, sewer and stormwater management as specified by 
the public works department and Gainesville Regional Utilities and all champion and 
heritage trees identified for preservation or removal, with protective barricades drawn to 
scale. The landscape plan shall show all buffers and stormwater management areas as 
well as the locations and specifications for street trees. 

9 Sec. 30-187. Design standards. 
10 

11 (c) 
12 

13 

14 

15 
16 

17 

18 
19 

20 
21 (p) 
22 

23 

24 
25 

26 

27 

28 (t) 

29 
30 

31 

32 

Streets. 

(1) The arrangement, character, extent, width, grade and location of all streets shall 
conform to the comprehensive plan, particularly any neighborhood elements, 
now in existence or as may hereafter be adopted, and shall be considered in 
their relation to existing and planned streets, to topographical conditions, 
to the provision of wide tree lawns and tree planting to yield shaded streets, to 
public convenience and safety, and in their appropriate relation to the proposed 
uses of the land to be served by such streets. 

Utilities easements. When they are necessary to serve the subdivision, utilities easements 
shall be provided, with a minimum width of~ 20 feet, located along lot lines. The 
location of the utility easements shall not interfere with the required space devoted to 
street trees and tree lawns. Additional width may be required for sewer or stormwater 
management easements. Side lot line easements may be decreased to ten feet in width 
when serving a single electric, cable TV, gas or telephone utility. Rear lot line easements 
shall be discouraged, unless they are provided along an alley. 

Stormwater facilities. 

ill Trees selected from the Gainesville tree list that are identified as appropriate for 
stormwater basins shall be planted to meet the requirements identified in Sec. 30-
253.2. 

33 Sec. 30-188. Required improvements. 
34 

35 (c) Street specifications. Streets shall be designed in accordance with the following: 
36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

(1) Standards contained in the design manual that specify dimensions and 
construction standards for subgrade, pavement base, wearing surface and 
minimum pavement width for minor local streets, major local streets, minor local 
collectors, major local collectors, minor arterials, and major arterials; and 
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Guidelines that address curb and gutter roadways, non-curb and gutter roadways, 
roadway widths for on-street parking, and the location of sidewalks. 

Street trees shall be planted along the sides of all streets within the subdivision and 
on the subdivision side of any contiguous street, meeting the requirements of Sec. 
30-251 and 30-253.1. 

7 Section 3. Sec. 30-211 of Article VII. Development Review Process, Division 4. 
S Planned Development District, Land Development Code of the City of Gainesville, is amended 
9 as stated below. Except as amended herein, the remainder of Section 30-211 remains in full 

1 o force and effect. 
11 

12 Sec. 30-211. Purpose and intent. 
13 

14 (b) 
15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
29 
30 

31 

Objectives. The PD provisions are intended to promote flexibility of design and 
integration of uses and structures, while at the same time retaining in the city commission 
the absolute authority to establish limitations and regulations thereon for the benefit of the 
public health, welfare and safety. By encouraging flexibility in the proposals which may 
be considered, while at the same time retaining control in the city commission over the 
approval or disapproval of such proposals, the PD provisions are designed to: 

(3) 

(7) 

Preserve to the greatest extent possible, and utilize in a harmonious fashion, 
existing and outstanding landscape features, high quality heritage trees, and 
scenic vistas. 

Promote the use of traditional, quality-of-life design features, such as pedestrian 
scale, parking located to the side or rear of buildings, narrow streets, connected 
streets, terminated vistas, front porches, recessed garages, alleys, aligned building 
facades that face the street, streets canopied by large shade trees located within 
wide tree lawns or in tree wells constructed to allow sufficient space, and formal 
landscaping along streets and sidewalks. 

32 Section 4. Section 30-250 (a) and (b), Article VIII. Environmental Management, 
33 Division 1. Generally, of the Land Development Code of the City of Gainesville, is amended as 
34 stated below. Except as amended herein, the remainder of Section 30-250 remains in full force 
35 and effect. 

36 

37 Sec. 30-250. Purpose; objectives; environmental review. 
38 

39 (a) Purpose. This article is established for the purpose of protecting the immediate and 
longterm public health, safety and general welfare by preserving, enhancing, conserving 
or restoring the natural environment. The intent with respect to the urban forest is to 
establish and maintain a sustainable tree canopy in which the healthiest and strongest 

40 
41 

42 
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existing trees are preserved during development, and new high quality shade trees are 
planted. Development and other activities within the city shall be in accordance with this 
purpose. 

5 (b) Objectives. The provisions in this article are intended: 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 
14 
15 

16 

(42) To diminish the severity and frequency of southern pine beetle outbreaks in 
Gainesville by reducing the density of loblolly pines in urban areas. 

.(11). To preserve high quality heritage trees, especially where they occur within 20 feet 
of the public right-of-way. 

( 44) To favor replanting with native species of high quality shade trees, including 
requiring such trees to be planted in locations that will reintroduce seed sources to 
adjacent natural communities. 

17 Section 5. Section 30-251, Section 30-252 and Section 30-253, of Article VIII. 
18 Environmental Management, Division 2. Landscape and Tree Management, Stormwater 
19 Management and Water/Wastewater Connection Policies, Subdivision I. Landscape and Tree 
20 Management, Land Development Code of the City of Gainesville, are amended as stated 
21 below. Except as amended herein, the remainder of Article VIII. Environmental Management, 
22 Division 2. Landscape and Tree Management, Stormwater Management and 
23 Water/Wastewater Connection Policies, Subdivision I. Landscape and Tree Management 
24 remains in full force and effect. 
25 

26 Sec. 30-251. Elements of compliance. 

27 All property within the city shall be subject to the following regulations except as 
28 exempted by subsection 30-251(2)h. No parcel within the city may be cleared, grubbed, filled or 
29 excavated, nor shall any building be demolished, altered or reconstructed in a manner which 
30 negatively impacts regulated trees, changes the site plan, site use or increases the impervious 
31 surface area except in compliance with this article. Requirements of these sections do not exempt 
32 property owners from compliance with any other section of this chapter. 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

(I) MinimHm percentage ofdeP'eleped al'ea de'ie~d te landscaping. PFef)erty sfta..ll be 
designed, censtrneted and 1:1sed sa that the total ef the areas de¥eted to landscape 
materials of any site is at least 20 f)eFCent ef the aFea de¥oted to dtwelof)ment, 

~ill Minimum requirements for landscaped areas. All areas designed to meet the 
requirements of these sections shall comply with the following: 

(a) Any FeEp:liFed landscaf)e island containing a tree sfta..ll htl're a mimmum ef 
14 0 SEp:iB:Fe feet Street trees shall be provided a minimum rootzone volume 
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of 700 cubic feet, except street trees which share a rootzone volume shall 
require a minimum of 550 cubic feet. All other required shade trees shall 
be provided a minimum of 420 cubic feet of rootzone volume. Where 
existing conditions preclude the provision of the minimum rootzone 
volume, the reviewing board or city manager or designee may approve a 
lesser volume that meets the arboriculture needs of the tree within the 
existing conditions. 'The Vlidth of any side shall be at least nine feet. 
Underground utility lines shall not be located within the rootzone volume, 
except for those lines that are four-inch diameter or less, and then only 
where the utility separation requirements in subsection (b) below are met. 
Prior to planting. any limerock or construction debris found in this area 
shall be removed, and rootzone media soil shall be provided to a depth of 
at least 3 feet. Pedest:rian vra:lkways sl=iowd not reduee the miniffil:llli area 

_or vfidth reEJ:Uirements for any landseape island eolltainiftg a tree. Shade 
trees shall be located a minimum of 1 0 feet from a building face or from 
major architectural features of the building (including but not limited to 
balconies, awnings, bay windows or porches). 

Landseaping of stormwater management B:Feas shall eonform to all 
requiremellts of 1:his cliapter and the publk Y+'Orks departmellt design 
manual. RetelltioHfdetention areas soould be landseaped Vlith trees, sh..-ubs, 
groUBd eo7rers l:llld native perennials appropriate to the function as a \vet or 
dry basin. If the landseaped area is also designee to meet on site 
stonwJt'ater management requiremellts, on of the follovfing eonelitions 
must be met: 

1. The B:Fea must be designed to proviele an aestftetic focal pint, such 
as a lake, ereek or oilier water feature; to preserw a tree groupiftg; 
or to utilize the existing terrain anellor geological features of the 

~ 

2. 'The area must be preserved in suck a manner as to maintain an 
e"dsting ·.vetland function or to preserve of establish liabitat for a 
viable population of native plallt, animal or inseet species. 

3. 'The elesiga of the retention!detention basin shall meet the 
following criteria: 

i. Varying side slopes or y.<ertical side slopes (basins 18 
inches or less in depth); 

n. The basins shall be of an irregular shape, having no parallel 
~ 
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m. 1\ve:ety five peree:et or more of the basi:e area i:eeluding 
the shoulders sfta.ll be laaaseaped, aHa sfta.ll ineluae the 
equivale:et of at least o:ee shade tree for ev:ery 3 5 li:eear 
feet, or part thereof, of basi:e perimeter; spaei:eg of trees 
may be eloser ·.vhe:e trees are planted i:e groups for 
aesthetic effeet; Ema 

tv. Tfte landscaping for the basi:e shall be integrated v.rfth t:A:e 
en-tire la:edscape plan. 

4 . The rete:etio:el-dete:etio:e area l:ltilizes wetlana a:ed aquatic 
7<'egetiatio:e eompatible with eleani:eg of stonnwater ru:eoff. 

A minimum separation requirement of 7.5 feet is required between new 
trees and existing or proposed water. wastewater force main, reclaimed 
water. gas, electric and telecommunications main and service utility lines, 
to protect against root incursion. A minimum separation requirement of 1 0 
feet is required between new trees and existing or proposed wastewater 
gravity collection mains and laterals. Where feasible. separations should 
be marginally increased in order to account for inaccuracies in surveying, 
engineering or construction. Reduced separation distances to 3.5 feet may 
be allowed at the discretion of the utility company. In these instances the 
utility company may require one of the following measures to protect the 
utility lines, in accordance with the standards established by the utility 
company: 

1. Compaction of the soil immediately adjacent to the underground 
lines to 98 percent proctor density from the utility line to within 12 
inches of ground surface; or 

2. Encasing the utility line with excavatable flowable fill. steel 
casing, or other acceptable methods; or 

3. Wrapping the utility line with an herbicide-impregnated geo-textile 
bio-barrier cloth; or 

4. Protecting the utility line with structural barriers of cast-in-place or 
pre-cast concrete panels, steel or high-density plastic sheet-pile 
barriers; or 

5. Steel casing, installed in accordance with standards established by 
the utility company. 

Where an existing tree is to be preserved, trenchless installation shall be 

14 
Petition No. PB-10-7-TCH 
CODE: Words strieke:e are deletions; words underlined are additions. 



2 

3 
4 

5 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 
27 

28 

29 

30 
31 

32 

33 
34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 
40 
41 

42 

43 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

4/17/2013 

required for the installation of tmderground utilities, using directional 
boring or jacking-and-boring of a casing pipe throughout the tree root 
plate. 

An irrigation system, or a readily available water supply within a distance 
of 1 00 feet, shall be supplied for all landscaped areas. An automatic 
irrigation system shall be provided for developments or rede-..r.elopments of 
tl*istiftg property in aecoroance •,Wt:a saeseetioB: ~ 0 251 (3 )a.4.' if the total 
area of impervious surfaces devoted to vehicular use areas exceeds 10,000 
22,500 square feet. Such irrigation shall promote water conservation by 
such methods as drip irrigation and/or efficient sprinkler zoning. as well as 
reducing the -amount of irrigation as plants become established. Each 
required tree shall be served by a drip ring or bubblers or other appropriate 
means necessary to ensure that the entire rootball is irrigated. The 
irrigation system shall be designed and located to minimize the watering of 
impervious surfaces. Successful establishment of trees should occur within 
one year. After that time. use of the automatic irrigation system may be 
discontinued. If the required trees die within 3 years of planting, they 
shall be replaced in accordance with Sec. 30-265(b), and replanted trees 
will require irrigation throughout the next establishment phase. 

Plants sftail ae sized such that, vlithin three years of the time of planting, at 
least half of the required landscaped development shall ae dev-oted to living 
plants. Remaining Landscape areas that are not planted shall be grassed or 
mulched with organic materials. Grassed areas shall be planted with sod 
that has been certified free of noxious weeds by the Florida Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services, Division of Plant Industry. 

When a landscaped area is adjacent to or within a vehicular use area, 
curbing shall be used to protect landscaped areas from 
encroachment. Parking spaces shall be designed to provide pervious 
surface for the vehicle overhang area. Shrubs and trees 
shall be placed away from the wheel stop, so that they will not be 
encroached upon by vehicles. In lieu of curbing, the alternative 
means of preventing encroachment shall be shown on the site plan. 

All required trees shall be selected from the Gainesville +tree :blist. Tree 
species not appearing on the Gainesville +tree blist may be planted only 
with prior approval of the city manager or designee or appropriate 
reviewing board. In order to encourage plant diYeFsity, no more than 50 
percent of the selected canopy trees sl:lttll ee of the same gelH:ls, except for 
street tree plantings, v.rftieh, oa a giYen street shoald-be l:llliferm v.4:#1 
respect to genHs, size, and shape. Developments which require 16 or more 
shade trees shall have at least four different high quality shade tree species. 
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Street tree diversity is to be attained city-wide in order to reduce the effect 
of loss of street tree species due to insect or disease outbreaks, even though 
street tree diversity may not be attained on an individual street. The 
applicant or landscape contractor shall schedule an on-site meeting with the 
eity amorist city manager or designee prior to the installation of any trees or 
shrubs to ensure compatibility with infrastructure and compliance with 
landscape code requirements. 

8 (g) Any landscaped area adjacent to an intersection or driveway shall conform 
9 to the requirements for the vision triangle, article IX, 

10 section 30-341. 

11 .(h) Trees located near the street shall be planted in locations that meet the 
12 clear zone requirements of the city public works department or the 
13 maintaining agency. 
14 
15 ill ft:. Exemptions to landscaping reguirements: 
16 
17 

18 

19 
20 
21 
22 
23 

24 

25 

26 
27 

28 

29 
30 

31 
32 

33 
34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 
41 
42 

43 

EBW Lots within single-family zoning districts and the developed portion of any lot 
over two acres in actual single-family residential use are exempt from the 
requirements of this section, except as provided in Section 30-254. tkat seetioa 
30 257, peftainiag to Cgllamflioa trees, seetion 30 258, pertaining to 
Hheritage trees, and seetion 3 0 261 , pertaiamg to sl:Wdivision reqaf£emeats, 
shaJl Eiflflly. 

(2) Exeluded areas as defi:BeEl in seetioa 30 266. 

(3) Lots iB aetual ind:astrial tlSe or haYing heea 2'\eBeEl as I I limited industrial 
district, or 'N v,rarehoasing aBEl wholesaling distriet, or whieh are 2'\enea MU 2 
mixeEl use medimn or CCD eeatfa:l eity distriet, are ex:empt from seetion 30 253, 
pertaiaiag to. at:tffer strip reqafremeBts, •.vhea SUOR aeffer stl'ifls OOORT aloag 
any eommon aotmdary vrith property in aetive ase for rail traaSf!ortation or 
zr;oneEl I I, 12 or V/. Paved areas ElevoteEl to loading and outside storage are 
exempt from suaseetion 30 252(8)(2) as it pertaias to interior IB:Fldseaping of 
¥ehieular ase areas. 

t4){hl Development within the approach and clear zone areas as specified on the 
Gainesville Regional Airport master plan as of 1999, on file with the director 
of aviation, Gainesville Regional Airport, shall be exempt from the provision 
of required shade trees in areas where federal regulations prohibit shade trees 
or where shade tree growth can be expected to penetrate airport zone surfaces 
regulated under Federal Aviation Regulations 14 CFR, Part 77. If permitted, 
understory trees shall be substituted. Trees may be removed from such areas 
upon filing a tree removal permit accompanied by submission of written 
authorization from the Gainesville/ Alachua County Regional Airport Authority 
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or FDOT to the city manager or designee; oo reforestatiefl is Iee:tuft'ea~ 

Reforestation is not required in areas where federal regulations prohibit trees or 
where shade tree growth can be expected to penetrate airport zone surfaces 
regulated under Federal Aviation Regulations 14 CFR, Part 77. Mitigation 
will not be required except for high-quality heritage trees, which shall be 
mitigated in accordance with Sec. 30-254. 

(c) Where required shade trees are expected to conflict with planned solar energy 
generation, developments may compensate for the required trees by relocating 
them to a designated area or preserving an equal number of existing high
quality shade trees elsewhere on the site. At least 140 square feet shall be 
provided for each new shade tree to be planted, and existing trees shall be 
preserved in accordance with Sec. 30-255. These trees shall be located so that 
they can grow to maturity without obstructing the generation of solar energy, 
and the area where they are planted or preserved shall be delineated and noted 
as a "designated tree area" on the development plans. 

(5) All parking garages shall be eM:empt fi:om seetiefl 3 0 252, pertainiRg te 
lafl:ascaf)ing requireiReRts foi ¥ehieular use areas; ho-\Ytwer, ·rebieles shall be 
screeBea fi:oiR adjaeeBt properties aft€1 public rights ef way through the use ef 
epaque materials at greUH:a 1e¥el. 

ExptmSien ~fneighberheed shepping centers (NSC), cemml>lnity sh8fJ!Jing centers 
(SC) as defined in article !!, er develefH99ents e.f 5Q, Q(}(} sql>tare feet er mere. 
E~~:pansiefl ef aeighberheea shewing centers, cemmunity sheflping eeBters, er 
ae¥elepments ef 50,000 square feet Of ev:er shall COIRply •.vith the fellm,ving 
regulatiens: 

Expansions of existing developments which contain 50, 000 square feet or more 
shall comply with the fOllowing regulations: 

(a) The applicant or his/her Ief!resefltatP.re shall submit an amendmeflt te an 
af!prevea aevelepment fllan as previaea in article VII, er, if there is Be 
af!prevea de•;elepment plan for the develepiReRt, shall file a aevelopment 
plan ifl aeeerdance vlith the proceelures f!Feviaed in article VII. The 
am:endment Sf S&'t"elepment plan sl.'l:all, at the aptian ef the applicant, shOVt' 
eitheF full ceiRpliance with the provisiofls of this article er provide a 
coiRplete phasing seheaule for the installation aRd COIRf!letion of all 
lafldscaf!e IequiremeBts as f!Fe·;iaea in this article. 

(b) The pl.'l:asing scheaule shall eeBfenn, at a miRimum, te the follevfing 
standaras!,: 

Proposed Development8ite Plan 
AmeRelmeRt 

Mandatory Compliance 
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Any expansion which increases The expansion are;:!,. all areas adjacent to the uublic right-of-way, 
the gross floor area of a as uracticable, and all parking spaces directly related to saeh 
development by .lQ_ten percent or &Fe&.- the exuansion area. 
less. 

Any expansion which increases The expansion are;:!,. all areas adjacent to the QUblic right-of-way, 
the gross floor area of a and all property within 25 feet, where practicable, plus 25 
development by more than ten percent of the remainder of the development. Removal of 
percent but less than 20 percent. asQhalt to create street buffers and Qarking lot islands will be 

considered Qracticable. 

Any expansion which increases The expansion are;!, all areas adjacent to the Qublic right-of-way, 
the gross floor area of a and all property within 25 feet, where practicable, plus 50 
development by 20 percent or percent of the remainder of the development. Removal of 
more but less than 35 percent. asQhalt to create street buffers and Qarking lot islands will be 

considered Qracticable. 

Expansion which increases the The entire development 
gross floor area of a development 
by 35 percent or more. 

(e) ProYided, furtlter, that the phasing sehedale shall show that an additional 
ten pereent of the remainder of the de·telopment shall be brought into 
eomplianee eaeh and e'l@fj' stteeeediag year thereafter antil the eatire 
dtwelopment eomplies 'Nith the landseape requirements of this artiele. 
This proYision shall aot apply to exparu;ioas of the gross floor area whieh 
do not eKeeed the follo•Hing dimensions: 

1. Ten pereent of the floor area; and 

2. 4, 000 square feet of the floor area; 

whieheyer requirement is less. 

For purposes of this subsection, repeated expansions of property, including the 
construction or erection of separate buildings or accessory structures, eoastrueted vfithin 
a period of 36 months, which meet the abo¥e thresholds in the table shall comply with the 
provisions of this article as provided above. 

(d) The determination of the exact location of the remainder area which shall 
be brought into landscape compliance shall be made by the aQQrOQriate 
reviewing board. plan beard. In determining the exact location of such 
remainder area, the following factors shall be considered: 

1. Buffering incompatible land uses; 
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2. Improvement to areas of visual or environmental impact; 

3. The economic and technical feasibility oflandscaping 
particular area&; and 

4. The visibility of landscaping areas from public roads or sidewalks. 

ExptfflSien 81' alteretien e.,.r eJdsting uses exeept neighherhoeti sh8pping eente1'S, 
eemmUI'lity sh8pfJing eente1'S emd Expansions of existing developments which 
contain ef less than 50,000 square foet shall comply with the following regulations: 

(a) Expansions of vehicular use area added after June 10, 1992, shall meet the 
requirements of section 30-252 for the expanded area and shall also meet 
requirements for street and use buffers adjacent to the expanded area. 

(b) Whenever expansion of a developed area, independently or cumulatively, 
aecomplished after J.t:HU!l 10, 1992, totals 4,000 square feet, or more than 
35% percent of the gross square footage ofthe developed area, whichever 
is less, the entire site shall be brought into compliance with this article. For 
the purposes of this subsection, repeated expansions or alterations of the 
property, including the construction or erection of separate buildings or 
accessory structures, constructed within a period of 36 months which meet 
the above threshold, shall comply with the provisions of this article. 

(c) Any new use of property which alters the use of existing structures from a 
residential use to a nonresidential use, or aft)' use of property •.:'lffieh alters 
the use of property from one use to aBY other use, shall be required to meet 
all applicable landscaping requirements. The city manager.!s or designee 
shall determine the applicable requirements based on the character and 
orientation of the proposed mixed use development. For pUIJ)oses of this 
subseetion, nonresidential use shall meaH: any office, commercial, public, 
semipublic, institutional or industrial use, including motels and hotels. 

(d) The use of property, including outdoor activities and parking, which 
expands the lot area of any use, when such property adjoins property in 
actual use as a single-family residence or shown in any single-family 
zoning district, shall be required to conform with all buffer requirements. 

(e) Where a strueture or pa:rking faeility existing prior to J.\:me 10, 1992, •Noule 
be prohibited from ~ansion or efla:Bge of use from one nonresidential use 
to rmother solely on the basis of an :ffia:bility to previae the required 
laH:dseapiftg aroWKi and in such previously existing facilities, then the 
de•telopment reYiew boare or plan board may allo•N reasonable use of the 
property in compliance with all other aspects of this chapter, if the applicant 
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can show that: 

1. The structlife ana+er fla:Fkiflg facility existed }'lrier to June 10, 1992; 

2. The ammmt of existing landsca}'ling w:ould oot be 
diminished. 

Expansions of outdoor storage shall require screening in accordance with 
the requirements in Sec. 30-97. 

.P-arking lots under lease. The area of any lot under lease 'tvhlch centaifts required 
}'larking Sflaces fur any use as }'lrov..ided in article IX shall comflly with the 
provisions of this section as a precondition to the issuanee of any development 
oroer issued in connection with sueh lot fur such use. 

15 illfej Minimum submittal criteria. All landscape plans must be drawn to scale and have 
16 a north arrow, and accurately depict all buildings, pavement, on-site facilities, 
17 utilities and lighting systems. The landscape drawing or accompanying 
18 development plan must give the permitted use of adjacent parcels and the total 
19 square footage of all pavement on-site. Stormwater basins shall be designated as 
20 either wet or dry. A plant schedule shall be provided showing the botanical name, 
21 size, spacing and number of all required plant materials. Architectural symbols 
22 depicting trees to be installed shall not exceed the scale equivalent of five feet in 
23 diameter with a solid line; a hatched line around the solid line shall show the 
24 expected canopy dimension after twentv years as identified in the Gainesville tree 
25 list. Any native tree or shrub may be substituted for the identified plant with city 
26 staff approval, provided that the tree or shrub is adaptable to the amount of 
27 sun/shade, wet/dry and size conditions where it will be planted, and insofar as the 
28 provisions for diversity, shading and/or screening described in the article are met. 
29 Changing tree species shall not diminish the total number of high quality shade 
30 trees in their required locations. Plant material shown in addition to the required 
31 elements ofthe landscape plan may be labeled as optional and shall not be subject 
32 to inspection. 
33 

34 .(2}f7t Design principles and standards. All landscaped areas required by this article 
35 shall conform to the following general guidelines: 
36 

37 
38 
39 

40 

41 

42 

a The preservation of structurally sound native trees of high quality shade 
tree species and shrubs is strongly encouraged to maintain healthy, varied 
and energy-efficient vegetation throughout the city, and to maintain habitat 
for native wildlife species. Developments should be designed to preserve 
existing high quality heritage trees, especially those located within 20 feet 
of the public right-of-way. 
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The landscaping plan should integrate the elements of the proposed 
development with existing topography, hydrology and soils in 
·order to prevent adverse impacts such as sedimentation of surface waters, 
erosion and dust. 

The functional elements of the development plan, particularly the drainage 
systems and internal circulation systems for vehicles and pedestrians, 
should be integrated into the landscape plan. The landscaped areas should 
be integrated, especially to promote the continuity of on-site and off-site 
open space and greenway systems, and to enhance environmental features, 
particularly those features regulated by the environmental overlay districts 
(article VIII). 

The selection and placement of landscaping materials should maximize the 
conservation of energy through shading of buildings, streets, pedestrian 
ways, bikeways and parking areas. Where possible, shade trees should be 
planted aiong internal sidewalks that connect buildings to the street 
sidewalk and to other buildings on the site. Tee use ofvlind for ventilation 
and tke effeet on existing or future solar aeeess saall be eonsidered. 

Landscaping design should consider the aesthetic and functional aspects 
of vegetation, both when initially installed and when the vegetation has 
reached maturity. Newly installed plants should be placed at intervals 
appropriate to their expected function as short-term or long-term elements 
the size of the plant at maR:trity, and tile design sh:ould use sh:ortterm and 
longterm elements to satisfy the general design prineiples of this seetie:B: 
over time. The natural and visual environment should be enhanced 
through the use of materials which achieve a variety with respect to 
seasonal changes, species of living material selected, textures, colors and 
size at maturity. 

The placement of trees around buildings should permit access to the 
building by emergency vehicles. 

The installation of the following invasive nonnative species is prohibited 
as is installation of any species labeled as "Prohibited" in the most 
recently published version of the Institute of Food and Agricultural 
Science (IF AS) Invasive Species Assessment: 

INVASIVE, NONNATIVE 
PLANT SPECIES 
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Common Name Scientific Name 

Air potato Dioscorea bulbifera 
Arrow bamboo Pseudosasa japonica 
Brazilian neooer Bmz91iaB: v;atefweea Schinus terebenthifolius eleaea Eiensa 
Catclaw vine~B:Htpftef a=ee Macfadyena unguis- cati ~ifmamemum 

e~hem 
China berry Melia azedarach 
Chinese privet Ligustrum sinense 
Chinese tallow tree Sapiwn sebiferum 
Chinese wisteria Wisteria sinensis 
JapaB:ese eClimbing fern Lygodiwn iaponicum and Lvgodiurn 

microghyllum 

Cogon grass Imperata cylindrica 

Coral ardesia Ardisia iagonica 

Coral berry Ardisia crenata 
Elephant's ears Xanthosoma sagittifolium 

Glossy privet Ligustrum lucidum 
Golden raintree Koelreuteria ganiculata and 

Koelreuteria biginnata 

Golden bamboo Phvllostachys aurea 

Henon bamboo P. nigra cv. "Henon" 
IT_T. ..... t. L'·~~l.l.~~ ~n ~~nnn·~~~n 

Hydrilla Hydrilla verticulata 
Hygrophia Hygrophia polyspenna 
Jaganese ardisia Ardisia iaQQnica 

Japanese honeysuckle Lonicera japonica 
Japanese paper mulberry Brousonettia papyrifera 
Kudzu Pueraria lobata 
Mimosa Albizia julibrissin 
Miramar weed Hvgroghila golysgerma 

Oyster giant Tradescantia sgathacea 

Palm leafbamboo Sasa palmata (Arundinaria palmata) 

Skunk vine Paederia foetida 

Trogical soda aggle Solanum viarupt 

White-flowered small-leaved sgiderwort Tradescantia flurninensis 
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Wandering s12iderwort 

Water hyacinth 

Wild taro 

h. 

i. 

Eichornia crassi12es 

Colocasia esculenta 

For all new development, or redevelopment of existing property, the 
applicant should 1:le required to shall remove all invasive nonnative plant 
species listed on the Florida Prohibited Aquatic Plants List or the Florida 
Noxious Weed List from the property in accordance with the management 
plan prior to issuance of the certificate of occupancy. On }2T0}2erty with 
invasive nonnative 12lant s12ecies, a 12lan shall be submitted with the 
develo12ment awlication that includes a timeline, success criteria, 
treatment recommendations, and identifies methods that will have minimal 
impact on non-target species. All herbicide awlications to control 
invasive, nonnative 12lants in wetland or upland set-aside areas (including 
buffers) shall be a1212lied by a contractor licensed by the Florida 
De12artment of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Division of 
Agricultural Environmental Services, with a current certification in 
Natural Areas Weed Management. The city manager or designee should 
inspect such sites for a minimum of three years after completion to verify 
effectiveness of control efforts. The plan shall state the entity responsible 
for additional treatments during the three-year follow-up if the populations 
of invasive nonnative plants rebound and cover more than I 0 percent of 
any previously infested area within the wetland or upland set-aside areas. 

Loblolly and slash pines should be at least 25 feet apart post-development 
to reduce southern pine beetle infestation outbreaks. 

25 Sec. 30-252. Landscaping requirements for vehicular use areas. 
26 

27 ti(ai-J~--(:G~e~nteerrt.a~lAl>~·. --1ThHHHi·ss-sse~eo;ttHiomnl----&prrto~v~id:lEe~s--1DEV+\'IE'O~lanmad:Sisel*affipfHinHg~mlfe~tft'!Eo~dlSs-''W+'•''fimiE· e;ah:-;araree--:lillln:ttteffintad~eda---tto~s;etet 

28 minimum requirements for the landseaping of vehieular use areas. Met:B.od 1 adffi:esses 
29 shading by speeifying landseaJ)e plaeement throughout aad around the vehieular use area. 
30 Method 2 provides fleJ£i1:lility in the design of vehieular use area landseaping in order to 
31 aeeommodate unique site eonsiderations. MetH:od 1 shall 1:le used for the p~ose of 
32 caleulating landseaping requirements for exeess parking as regulated in .Artiele IX. 
33 

34 w 
35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

Methed 1, Preseripti·;e Landse6.pe Requirement. 

(I) Perimeter requirements. 

a Perimeter landscaped area required. All vehicular use areas shall be 
separated by a perimeter landscaped area, a minimum of nine feet in 
width, from any public or private street right of v.ray and from any 
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adjacent properties. 13el:I:Belazy of the pFOperty en vAHch the 7.rehicular use 
area is leeateel. 

Exceptions. This landscape area is not required: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

When the paved ground surface area is completely screened from 
adjacent properties or streets pul3lic rights ef v.-ay by intervening 
buildings or structures; or 

When an agreement to operate abutting properties as essentially 
one contiguous parking facility is in force, and both sites are in 
compliance with vehicular use area landscaping requirements. The 
agreement shall he executed by the owners of the abutting 
properties, and shall bind their successors, heirs and assigns. Prior 
to the issuance of any building permit for any site having such a 
contiguous parking facility, the agreement shall be recorded in the 
public records of the county._-;-

WfteB: the paveel area is at least 15Q feet fi:om the B:earest preperty 
line; or 

Wfiea the requireellaaaseape strip weuld 13e in eenfliet wi-th utility 
iastallatioas, aael suek eenflicts canaet 13e reselveel, suck areas may 
13e reeluced to five feet aad planted vfith sh.--ues and such wderstory 
trees as may ee acceptaele to the utility. 

Lecatien e-fperimetef' landseape fJf'e£1. The laadseape area shall comme8:Ce 
within five feet ef the paved suriace area, e.x:eefJt that when a grass parkffig 
area is prevideel the landscaped strip may ee located areund sueh area. 
Wftere the perimeter lW:lElseape area aad a required buffer strip overlap, the 
more stringent requirements shall ae applied, e.x:eef)t that the street auffer 
requiremeats shall ae applied te street ff8Btages net te e.x:eeed 3 QQ feet fer 
preperties inl:ISe for auto sales. For automotive sales uses, the perimeter 
landscape area shall only be required for 300 feet along each street 
frontage in the area devoted to automobile display. with the remainder of 
the required plant materials being proposed for planting elsewhere on the 
site, such as around stormwater areas or the building foundation. Perimeter 
landscape areas al:lffering shall be required for all storage, accessory 
service and customer parking areas at any auto sales facility. 

Modification of requirements. The development review board or the plan 
board, through plan review, or the eeard ef a<-ijl:l5tmeBt ey speeial 
e.x:ception, or staff, when only staff review is required, may determine that: 
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1. Screening is better achieved by relocation of the landscape strip; 

2. There is an unresolvable conflict between other element(s) of the 
development plan and the location, width or height of the 
perimeter landscape area, and that the public interest is therefore 
best served by relocation of the landscape area, lowering the height 
of required material or the substitution of a solid fence or wall in 
conjunction with a reduction in width provided that the number of 
shade trees that would have otherwise been required are planted 
elsewhere on the development site; or 

3. That tJ:ie sereeamg weuld oaly serve to emphasize a leag drivev.<ay 
tftat ·.vtn:lld etJ:ierwise be unobtrusive.On redevelopment sites 
where the conflict between existing utility line separation 
distances and the shade trees required within the perimeter 
landscaped area cannot be resolved through the practices listed in 
Sec. 30-25l(l)(b), then the area shall be planted with shrubs and 
understory trees acceptable to the utility company. On projects 
where new utility lines are planned, sufficient space shall be 
allocated to meet both the utility separation requirements and the 
minimum tree-planting requirement. 

Required plant material. The perimeter landscape area shall contain: 

1. Shrubs, arranged to provide a visual screen of 75 percent opacity 
and achieve a height of at least three feet within three years; and 

2. At least eae shade tree planted for each 50 linear feet, or part 
tJ:iereef, ef tJ:ie bel:lfid~· ef tJ:ie •;ehieular use Bfea. High quality 
shade trees at a minimum average of three trees for every 100 feet 
of the linear distance of the perimeter landscape area, excluding the 
width of driveways that cross the landscape area. The distance 
between such trees shall not exceed 55 feet nor shall they be 
planted closer than 25 feet apart. 

3. The development review board or plan board during development 
plan review, or staff during administrative review, may determine 
that natural vegetation is sufficient to screen adjacent properties 
and rights-of-way. In such instance the existing vegetation, 
including understory plants and bushes, is protected from pruning 
and removal except that diseased pla,.~t material and invasive 
nonnative species shall may-be replaced in accordance with this 
section. Where the property is adjacent to a railroad right-of-way or 
utility easement, these areas shall not be substituted for the 
perimeter landscape area or the required landscaping. Where 
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encroachments are made for utility connections, replacement 
plants appropriate to the ecosystem shall be required. 

Interior landscaped areas. The interior of any vehicular use area shall also be 
landscaped in COmpliance with the following ~eept as pFevided m !ffibsection 
(a)(2)e. ofthis seetion: 

a The plaeement oflandseaped areas thfoaghoat the interior of the paved 
area shall average one landseaped islB:l'l:d tar eaeli ten parking spaees. 
Landscape-islands, equal to the size of one parking space, shall be located 
at an average of every ten parking spaces. At no time shall a row of 
parking have landscape islands areas-greater than 126H-§. feet apart or 
closer than 363-§. feet apart. Additionally, terminal landscape islands 
containing a tree shall enclose each row of parking spaces. 

b. Each required landscape island interior landseaped area shall contain at 
least one high quality shade tree listed on the gainesville tree list as a 
species appropriate for 'lot' planting. Such tree(s) shall be located within 
the landscaped area of at least 140 square feet to maximize the shading of 
the pavement. 

c. All parking lots with two or more rows of interior parking shall contain 8-
foot-wide landscape strips between the rows allowing for 2-foot vehicle 
overhangs on each side. Shade trees, shall be planted every 50 feet on 
average within these landscaped areas, but outside of the 2-foot vehicle 
overhangs. As an alternative, every other row of head-to-head parking 
may provide a 16-foot-wide curbed landscape strip with shade trees every 
35 feet on average. As needed, these wider landscape strips may contain 
sidewalks. 

&.d. The development review board or plan board through development plan 
review, or staff when only staff review is required, may allow the 
relocation of sueh-interior landscapeg areas to preserve existing trees, or 
where it is determined, upon review and recommendation of the city 
manager~ or designee, that the relocation is necessary for the safe 
maneuvering of vehicles or pedestrians. 

4e. In those vehicular use areas including but not limited to auto dealerships .. 
storage of service or delivery vehicles, or attendant parking where interior 
landscaping would interfere with the customary storage or display of 
vehicles, the development review board or plan board through development 
plan review, or staff, when only staff review is required, may allow some 
or all of the required interior landscaping to be located near the perimeters 
of the paved area, including such perimeters which may be adjacent to a 

26 

Petition No. PB-10-7-TCH 
CODE: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 



2 
3 
4 
5 

6 
7 
8 
9 

10 

11 

12 
13 
14 
15 

16 

17 
18 

19 
20 
21 

22 
23 
24 
25 
26 

27 

28 
29 
30 
31 
32 

33 
34 
35 

36 
37 
38 

(e) 

4/17/2013 

building on the site. Such landscaped area would be in addition to required 
perimeter landscaping in the amount of one square foot of landscaped area 
for each 60 square feet of paved area. For each 140 square feet of 
relocated landscaped area, a high quality shade tree or U:llderstory tree 
shall be provided. 

~ 1AJ1Y pafeel of land or lot, v;hieh has fev,rer tftBfi 11 iaterior pafkiag spaces, 
shall be eJEempt from the abo¥e requiremeats 'tvhea it is used fur industrial 
or warehouse purposes ia the MU 2 mixed use medium iateasity district, 
CCD central eity district, W '+vareftoasmg Bfid wholesaling distriet, I 1 
limited iadastrial distriet, and I 2 general industrial distriet. 

}Jethed 2, PerfermfJl'lee Landseepe ReqNirements. Method 2 reetaires that at least 50 
pereeat of the •1ebicalar use area be shaaed. Alternative laftdscaping ohjeetives afe 
pro¥ided that caa reduce the reetaired amooot of tree shatle t:hat must be pro·Aded ia t:he 
•1ehioolar use area. 

(1) Method 2 is eB:Coumged ia the follovliag cireumstanees: 

a. The site eoB:tains uni(;'{:tie geologie features or a tree grouping Vl-hich may 
be adversely impaeted if the requirements of Method 1 are adhered to; 

b. The preser¥atioa and eahaneemeat of ooltural, archlteetural or historieal 
elerneftts oa the site weald be better achieved by Method 2; or 

e. The desiga proposes a UBi(;'{:tie desiga elemeat that serves as a focal point, a 
site unifier, or as an elerneB:t which articalates a specific portioa of the 
de¥elopmeat and eer.not effeetively be iategrated iato the o•;erall desiga 
1:8fougk tee use of Method 1; or the design of on site stormwater faeilities 
requires greater fle1cibility in the arrangemeB:t of landscaped areas. 

(2) Methed 2 FeqNirements. 

a. The veh:icalaf use area shall be plaated with trees Stiffieieat to shade 50 
percent of the total ·;ehiealar use afea. Tree types shall not be substituted 
except as would maiataia the reetaired shading. gft.."Ubs, ground eover and 
trees shall be ehosea and arranged to conferrn v;ith the guidelines of 
subsectioa30 251(7). 

e. Landscape plans for Method 2 shall be prepared by a landscape architect 
registered in the gtate of Florida, the property owfler or a BUfseryman, in 
coFB~lianee v;itk F.g. § 481.3Q1 et seq. 

e. All landscape plans shall be accompanied witft calcalations and sftadovt' 
studies ia order to twideace 50 perceat eo71erage of the iaterior of the 
¥ehicalaf ase area, or meet altemati¥e landscaping reetairemeats as in 
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sabseetion 30 252(e)(3) of this section. In detelllliftmg the area shaded, the 
foilovr..ng metfiodology shall be used: 

1. Caleulate tfie :tuoposed shadi:ag of pa'vemeBt a5suming iliat ilie 
shaded area is only iliat Bfea direetly under ilie tree eanopy or 
dripline. The estimated erown for a t\venty year old p8Fking lot 
tree, sho:r.•m ifl ilie Gainesville Tree List shall be used to ealeulate 
ilie pereent of shaded area. 

2. Landsea~ed areas wi4hin ilie vehicular use area containing trees 
shall be counted in tee calculation of shaded area. 

3. Paved area5 under structures (sueh as second stories of huildings, 
canopies, etc.) may be deducted fFom ilie total pav:ed area to be 
shaded. 

e. Altemati•re landscaping ifllieu of ilie 50 percent shading requirement (see 
sueseetion 30 252(c)(3) of this seetion) ml:tSt he listed and dravm to seale 
on ilie landscape plan, and shall meet no more ilian 20 percent of ilie 
v-ehicular use area requirement. 

e. When shade trees are planted on the perimeter of a parking area, they must 
be planted no elosef ili&B four feet and no fartl:ter ilian nine feet from ilie 
edge of tile pavement, and must provide shade to eiilief ilie parking area, 
the primary struetufe or an adjacent pedestrian area. If an C*isting tree is 
1:1sed to fulfill shading reqmrements, it should be in ilie vehicular use area, 
or wiiliin ni:Be feet of the vehioolar use area; however, a tree located 
fur..her from the vehicular use area lltilj' be counted to•.vafds the fulfillment 
of ilie shading requiremeBts, ~rovided city staff finds that ilie tree casts 
shadi-ng equal to the minimum eanopy of any parking lot tree on ilie 
Gai:Besville Tree List, oBto the vehicular use or pedestrian areas. 

f. When any portion of a vehicular use area is net screened by bl:lildings or 
required street h1:1ffer and is vAthin 50 feet of a pFOperty line Of a ~ublie 
right of v;ay, a perimeter la:adseapee area or vegetated berm shall be 
provided so as to effectP.<ely sereen aey adjacent property or right: of way. 

AlternfJti)Je landse8ping 1'fUJUir-ement in lieu o.ffifty percent shading reqliirement. 
A reduction to 30 percent shading of ilie vebioolar use area may he allo·.ved hy 
eomhination of any tv;o of the follovring three altematiYes: 

a. VebieulBf use area located on the north side of a stRicture, on the same lot, 
and reeei'les 50 perceBt shaemg in the aften::toon by the strnett:lre. 

b. Preservation oftree groupings in an amount ofat least 1,000 square feet er 
25 ~ereent ef the square footage of the groupiags, \Yhiehe'ler is greater. 

e. PreseFVation of existing wetlaBes that are not otheRvise pFoteeted from 
encroachment ay :t'...rtiele VIII er ether feeeral, state, regional or loeal 
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1 regulations. A traasitioaal 'buffer, having a minifiRlfB 'Math of 15 feet, 
2 shall he provieled:. The total area so preserved: shall have a minim:um si2>e 
3 of 1,000 square feet. The petitioner shall present competent evidence that 
4 sueh area is a viaale w=etland. 

5 Sec. 30-253. Landseape huffer FefJuireme&ts fer huffer strip areas. Compatibility buffers. 

6 This section is intended to provide the minimum requirements for separation of land uses 
7 of differing type and intensity, and for the provision of aesthetic streetseapes eolldtieive to 
8 pedestrian and bicycle traffic tffi=oughout the city. The need for a buffer strip between land uses 
9 shall not impede the development of appropriate pedestrian and bicycle accessways between 

10 these uses. Where such accessways are installed, they shall be landscaped in a manner to clearly 
II delineate such trails and bikeways and also to provide shade trees as appropriate. Where certain 
12 uses or combinations of uses are difficult to categorize, as in planned developments or public 
13 service facilities, it is the intent of this section that buffering shall be provided which mitigates 
14 the impacts of such uses. 

15 ill Required buffer strip areas. Buffer strips between properties are intended to provide 
16 visual screening and sound attenuation of more intense land uses from abutting less 
17 intense land uses. The required buffer type, shown in Chart A below, depends on the 
18 land use designation of the subject property which is being developed and the land 
19 use designations of the abutting properties. The required width of the each buffer 
20 type and the required amount of shade trees, understory trees, and shrubs are shown in 
21 Chart B below. 
22 
23 a. Buffer strips bePNeen properties are intended to provide a •1isual screen, to 
24 prevent l:ll'ldesifable access to surrounding properties, and to proviele sound 
25 attenuation. 
26 

27 

28 
29 
30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
36 

37 

38 

1. 

2. 

3. 

The required: 'butler type, depicted on the adj a:eent use buffer 
matrix (A through E) as shovm belmv, depends on the proposed 
use of a site and the a<ijaeent 1:1se. The htiffer type sets the required 
vAath and plant materials to be shown on the landscape plan. +he 
owner/eleveloper may choose •math options X, Y or Z within the 
required b1:1ffer type as indicated on the Inatrix. 

The buffer matrix specifies the number of plant combinations 
required per 100 linear feet. 

39 CHART A. ADJACENT USE BUFFER AND STREET BUFFER Mf .. TRIX 
40 
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jAdjaoent Designated Use 

Proposed !single iM~Ititamily- I~ ~,• omae l c~~-;;~i~iil~d;;t~-r~~~fu--;:-~;~~-r~--l 
Acti\•ity j Family! i ]Heme Edi:Joation : Mi*ed Use iMGrea tBY#ef ! 

j+we- I !Pafk ,. ; Yse i ¥afGs I 

iMmHy ! I I I I 
Singl~;ii'y i-=----r.=- 1- 1- i_ ;_ i- i- "l 

_::_~-~~~~-----'- I l _____ ! ____ !___ I _ J 
MI:Jititamily js iA ;A jA jG jG IS is 
-ii;;bii;hc;~l-ii ____ !A-----~-A 

1
1A lc r_o-----~8-------·--rs·-----~ 

. ! I ' ~ 

OOGe, IG ti iA :_ !A -~ !g ~---~ 
::~:.~;·"·· 1 I I I ' I I : 

---- .... -.--!·-··-----l--.-------f-· l____ ;----·-----1- ---- '·---·-·- . __ _J 
CommeFGial, :G IG 1G lA i- !€ !G :e I 
mi*ed I:JSe ' i !

1
. !! i I 1· I ; 

I ; 1 j , _J ---------:------:-· -----~--- ---·--r- ----,-------.--.. ·--------·--r---------, ..... ---------·-;--- ----- ! 
lndi:Jstnal :c ;c 10 IE :e :- :c .·€ ' 

I i I I I _j ___ _____ L ______________ l ______ j 
2 *Noneonforming: Indieates ffiiffer to ee f'fOYiaea ey fiFOf'OSeG use due to noneKistent Of 
3 noneonforming euffer on adjaGent site. 

4 Letters in adjaGent use euffer ana street eliffer matrix relate to buffer types in Cflaft lt 

5 Street buffer: Petitioner may use shaee tree Of unaerstory tree requirement, exeef1t as limitea by 
6 f1rueent utility fiFaGtiee. 

7 CHART B. BUFFER TYPE MATRIX 

8 
IJ...T, .1. .,..,..AT-.'""""" .n.f'Dt.,. .... t ~A" .... t.o...;..,t D ...:1 p,.,.,. tnn r · 
'~··~-· - · - • J _y- ~· ~ •-n -£ . ~~ ·~~ 
~ 

B~fTyfle ~= Sflade Tree Understory Large 8h.."Ub Small Shrub 
Tree 

ln . . cc_ A. . 
11"'\~t; ~~ v ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
If"'\. •+·' '7 ~ ~ ~ .w ~ 
ID- ,-I-'+, . D. 

~-

1"'\, v ~ ~ 4 ~ -{} 
~..--~·~~·-4-
1"'\, ¥- ~ g J. ~ -{} 
{"'\, ~~ '7 ~ ~ ~ ~ -{} 
lo,,.t+~. ('"'. 

lA, .t: ~ v I 0 f'\IT\ 2- ~ ~ ~ 
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I"\, • v ~. J f4 ~ -8 
{""\, . '7 ~ ~ ~ fH -e 
n .. &-&-- . n . . 
('\ ..• :~- v -W ~ f4 ~ w 
h~·;~ ... '7 ~ p. ~ ~ ~ 
IJ:t,++,. .. ]:;'. 
~~£-~ ~-

o .... ;,. ... v ~ ~ ~ 8 ~ ~yu~u ~ 
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Legeaa: 

Wiat:B: The Fe~a width of the buffer strip. 

W: IHElieates a v.rall or fenee is Fequired. 

Option: Petitioner may ehoose vlidth o}3tion; fio•;.re•rer, when eommefeial, mixed use, or 
industriaJ aetiv-iaes are aajaeent to single family, two family, mu-ltifamily or 
manufaetured home uses, tHe RfJplieable re•fievling board Of staff may Eletermine that, in 
additioB to the 1:Fees aftEi shrubs speeified above, a \vall is Fequired to mitigate the effeets 
of eertaiB uses Of to eoBtrol aeeess. 

CHART A. LAND USE BUFFER TYPES 

FUTURE LAND Single Family Res. Medium MULow Commercial Industrial Education Agriculture 
USE Res. Low Res. High MUMedium Business Ind. Recreation Conservation 

DESIGNATION MU Residential MUHigh Public Facilities 
Office UMUl 

Abutting property---+ UMU2 

Subject property • 
Single Family 

A Residential Low - - - - - -
Res. Medium 
Res. High 

A A A MU Residential - ~ - -
Office 

MULow 
MUMedium 
MUHigh B A - - - A B 
UMUl 
UMU2 

Commercial 
Business Ind. c B A - - B c 

Industrial c c c B - c c 
Education 
Recreation A A - - - - A 
Public Facilities 

Agriculture - - - - - - -
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CHART B. REQUIRED WIDTH AND PLANTINGS FOR BUFFER TYPES 

BUFFER TYPE MINIMUM SHADE TREES UNDERSTORY SHRUBS 

A 
B 
c 

(2) 

WIDTH (per 100 linear TREES (per 100 linear 
feet) (per 100 linear feet) feet) 

9' 2 2 20 
9' 3 2 20 
15' 3 3 25 

Buffer widths. The appropriate reviewing board, or the city manager or designee, 
may require the expansion of the minimum width of the buffer strip to ensure that 
trees will meet separation requirements from utility lines, buildings, or paved 
areas, or to allow for the inclusion of an existing high-quality shade tree in the 
buffer strip. 

4.-ill Driveways and sidewalks. The widths of driveways and pedestrian or bicycle 
facilities that cross through a required buffer shall be subtracted from the linear 
feet of buffer length for the purposes of calculating the number of required 
plantings in Chart B above. 

(4) 

(5) 

Existing trees and natural vegetation in buffers. Any shade regulated, high 
quality shade trees existing within the minimum required buffer width shall be 
protected in accordance with section 30-255. Credit for preserving existing trees 
shall be applied in accordance with section 30 263 30-264. High quality heritage 
trees within buffer areas should be preserved with the area underneath the canopy 
dripline protected. Sidewalks and bicycle access infrastructure may be permitted 
within the protection zones of a high quality heritage tree but not within the root 
plate. Natural vegetation, if it achieves a continuous 75 percent opacity for ten 
months of the year, may be substituted for the required shrubs. If a buffer that 
preserved existing vegetation is subsequently cleared by the property owner or 
when permits for tree removal are granted post-development. then the required 
shrubs and trees in accordance with this section shall be required. 

Invasive nonnative vegetation in ·bufters. All buffers shall be maintained to 
remove invasive nonnative plant species and curtail natural regeneration of 
seedling loblolly and slash pines. The density of loblolly and slash pines in a 
natural buffer should be managed so the remaining pines grow no closer than 25 
feet and seedling regeneration is curtailed. 

5. Where a Fequired masemy wall wel:l:ld damage trees •.vithin the 
buffer area, er a majerity ef aetitting property e\vners ebjeet te the 
instaJ.Iatien ef a ylftl}, the deye}epment rer;iew eeard, Of plcm eeard 
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during development plan appFOval, or siaff thi'oegli admiaistrath-ce 
review when board approval is not required, may appFO'•<e the 
sebstitetion of a renee or hedge for a required wall. 

Stfeet beffer yards are located along pti:blic rights of ·.vay. The required 
\vidth of street beffer yard at.'itl B:I.'B:oent of plant material, per 1 00 linear 
feet, are determined by the proposed land ese (see bllffer matrix abo're). 
Street beffer yards are not required v:hen buildings abet the right of wey; 
hov.-cever, if the riglit .of ·.vay can be landscaped, the required trees shall be 
planted provided the city manager or designee, or the ageney having 
jllrisdiction over the right of way, approves. In zoniftg districts vlflere the 
required meet beffer yard is greater than the required setl:lack, the meet 
beffer yard may be decreased by the amount Becessary for placement of 
the beilding at the requirea setback. If a beilding is placed beyona the 
required setback, the required meet buffer yard shall be equal to the 
beilGing. setback. Vlhen required landscaping cannot be pFOvided in the 
meet beffer area, required trees and laadscape material shall be plaated 
within the right of 'Nay sti:bject to approval by the city manager or 
desigaee, or the agency having jllrisdiction 071er the right of •.vay. Where 
meet beffer yards oYerlap beffer mip areas v.ilich are required to satisfy 
vehicwar ese area requirements, the screening proyided shall at a 
mininrum satisfy the requirements for ·.-cehicelar use areas. 

Canditiens fo,- implementa#en ofbujfef' strip. 

a Utility easements cannot be used as a substitute for the required buffer 
stfitl betv.-ceen resideatial zoaiftg dimicts, or betweea residential and 
nonresidential zoning disiriets as classified in section 3 0 4 1. No shade tree 
shall be planted withffi 12 feet of a bllried etility conduit. Easements for 
0 7rerhead wires shall require the relocation of reqeired shade trees or 
subst#ti:tioa oftfees acceptable to the utility. 

Resef'ved 

(41__(Q} Sound attenuation. The deT.-celopment re:-Aew reviewing board, or city manager or 
designee, may address the need for sound attenuation of certain equipment, such as 
refrigeration units, motors, fans, power tools, etc., or uses such as loading, vehicle 
repair, outdoor recreation, etc., by requiring a study, prepared by a licensed 
engineer or architect, to address the potential for noise disturbance to be 
transmitted to adjacent properties by the proposed use, and pFOviding 
recommendatiollS for mitigation or by requiriE:g may require the installation of a 
wall, fence or berm in addition to the required landscape material. The wall, fence 
or berm may be located within the required buffer or directly around the equipment 
or use which requires sound attenuation. 
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(5) Exeeptiens te the hlijfer stf'ip requirement. 

a. 

b. 

No ne>+'l Viall, fence or berm shall be required oa property where the 
adjoiniag or subjeet prepef'fy contains an existing wall or fence meetiag the 
requiremeats of this seetion, provided that the existiag wall is located ao 
more than 20 feet from the property line, and provided further, that ao 
outdoor use on the subjeet property exteads above the height of the existiag 
\Vall Of buffer strip. 

No ne\'1 \vall, fence or plant material shall be required \\rflere the 
de~..elopment revievt' board t:lHough d~·elopmeat plan review, or the city 
manager or designee if development plan nwie·ll is not re'll:l:ired, 
determines that existing natural vegetation to be retained on site is 
suffieieat to screen ooj aeent properties or public rights of ·.vay. The same 
shall be true if the distance betv..eea the developed area and the nearest 
property line is at least one hlilldred fitly (150) feet a:ad is determined to 
sufficiently screen adjaceat properties or public rights of \Wy. 

17 Section 6. New Sections 30-253.1 and 30-253.2 are created and added to Article VIII. 
18 Environmental Management, Division 2. Landscape and Tree Management, Stormwater 
19 Management and Water/Wastewater Connection Policies, Subdivision I. Landscape and Tree 
20 Management to read as follows: 
21 

22 Sec. 30-253.1. Street landscaping. 
23 

24 ill} Street trees. Street trees shall be planted along the sides of all streets within a development 
25 and on the development side of any contiguous street. Street trees shall be planted for 
26 every 30 to 50 feet of street frontage. depending on the canopy area needed for the tree 
27 species. The widths of driveways along a street shall be subtracted from the linear feet of 
28 street frontage length for the purposes of calculating the number of required street trees. 
29 In no case shall trees be spaced closer together than 25 feet or farther apart than 60 feet. 
30 Alleys are exempt from this requirement for street trees. 
31 

32 ill Street trees shall be high quality shade trees and shall be planted in tree lawns with a 
33 minimum width of 8 feet, or within tree wells with minimum 4-foot by 4-foot surface 
34 opemngs. 
35 

36 a. On-street parking spaces may be located between street trees, as long as the 
37 required number of trees are planted along the street frontage, and the minimum 
38 rootzone volume is provided for each tree. 
39 

40 b. Tree wells may be enclosed with pavers or other hardscape materials above the 
41 required rootzone volume. The city manager or designee may determine if 
42 installation of an aeration system is necessary to conduit water and oxygen to the 
43 roots of trees within tree wells. 
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ill Where possible. street trees shall be planted between the street and the public 
sidewalk. Street trees may be planted between the sidewalk and adjacent buildings 
only where the location of existing or proposed utility lines along the street, or the 
clear zone requirements of the public works department or other maintaining agency, 
prevent the location of trees between the street and sidewalk. Where street trees are 
approved to be planted between the sidewalk and adjacent buildings, the trees may be 
located as close as 5 feet away from building face. 

ill The reviewing board, or the city manager or designee, may require the adjustment of 
the prescribed build-to line in order to accommodate the required street trees and 
ensure that the trees will meet separation requirements from utility lines, buildings, 
and paved areas. 

® Where possible, developments shall be designed to preserve as street trees any 
existing champion or high quality heritage trees which are located in the right-of-way 
or on private property within 20 feet of the right-of-way. Where these trees are 
preserved, no new construction or grading shall occur within the tree root plate. and 
new buildings shall be designed so that no more than 25 percent of the crown of the 
trees is removed. The area underneath the canopy of the preserved trees shall be 
exempt from tree planting requirements, and the required distances between street 
trees may be modified. 

ill A minimum 10-foot separation shall be provided between street trees and street 
stormwater inlets, except where bioretention inlets that incorporate trees are utilized. 

® Where the required street trees would overlap with trees that are required to satisfy 
perimeter landscaping requirements for vehicular use areas, only the requirements for 
the vehicular use area must be met. 

Parking structures along a street. Except at points of ingress and egress, parking 
structures shall provide a 1 0-foot-wide landscaping strip between the public sidewalk and 
the structure, which is designed to screen automobiles from pedestrians on the street. 
This strip shall be planted with evergreen shade trees at an average of four trees for every 
100 feet of the linear distance of the street frontage of the structure. excluding the width of 
driveways. The required trees shall be supplemented with a continuous line of shrubs. 
This landscaping strip is required when the ground floor use is parking, but is not required 
where parking structures are shielded from the street by liner buildings or provide office or 
commercial uses along the first floor street frontage. 

41 Sec. 30-253.2. Landscaping of stormwater management areas. 

42 @} 
43 

All stormwater basins shall be designed and landscaped to meet the following criteria: 
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( 1) Shade trees shall be planted at an average of one tree for every 3 5 linear feet of the 
basin perimeter. Spacing of trees may be closer when trees are planted in groups for 
aesthetic effect, but the minimum distance between the trees shall be 10 linear feet. 
Trees shall be selected from the Gainesville tree list that are appropriate for use 
within stormwater areas, and all landscaping shall be selected according to the 
function as a wet or dry basin. Trees shall be located at least 20 feet away from 
inflow and outflow structures. Bioretention swales and exfiltration facilities are 
exempt from these tree planting requirements. 

(2) Twenty-five percent or more of the basin perimeter or littoral zone shall be 
landscaped with shrubs, groundcover, native perennials, or aquatic plants. 

Individual stormwater basins that are greater than 5,000 square feet in total area shall be 
designed with curvilinear sides that mimic a natural wetland, lake, or stream. The 
landscaping for these basins shall be integrated with the other required site landscaping. 

Individual stormwater basins that are greater than 40,000 square feet in total area shall 
also be designed to meet at least one of the following criteria: 

ill Provide a recreational or functional pathway for pedestrians or bicyclists and an 
aesthetic focal point such as a water feature or pedestrian structure; or 

ill Be designed to preserve and incorporate a significant tree or tree grouping; or 

ill Be designed to maintain an existing wetland function or to preserve or establish habitat 
for native animal species. 

Section 7. Section 30-254 and Section 30-255 of Article VIII. Environmental 
29 Management, Division 2. Landscape and Tree Management, Stormwater Management and 
30 Water/Wastewater Connection Policies, Subdivision I. Landscape and Tree Management are 
31 amended as stated below. Except as amended herein, the remainder of Section 30-254 and 
32 Section 30-255 remain in full force and effect. 
33 

34 Sec. 30-254. Permits for tree removal; mitigation. 
35 

36 (a) Removal or relocation permits. Except as provided below, no living regulated tree li¥ffig 
3 7 tree fk.at is eigH:t iBeH:es er mere iB eiameter er tv.'<l feet in circumference, whiewt'er 
38 eimensiea is lesser, at a point 4% feet abev:e groune level, may be removed or relocated 
39 without a removal permit and mitigation as provided for in this section. Only the tree 
40 advisory board may approve or deny the rem~val, relocation or replacement of champion 
41 trees. Trees iliat require sueH: a permit for remev:al er relecatien shall be eallee "regulatee 
42 trees." Exceptions to this general provision are as follows: 

43 

44 
(1) On property with single family residential zoning, permits shall be required only for 

the removal of champion or heritage trees. Piae trees of the slasH: or leBlolly speeies 
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whieh are at least 12 iHehes in diameter or tl:H:ee feet in circumfer.enee, whichewr 
2 dimension is leaser, at a point 4% feet above grollfld level, shall be considered regulated 
3 trees. 

4 (2) Removal of loblolly or slash pines less than 20 inches in diameter from a natural or 
5 naturalized landscape shall not require mitigation planting, unless the removals result 
6 in a uniform tree density on the site of less than one tree per 900 square feet of 
7 unpaved area. Where resulting tree density would be less, sufficient mitigation trees 
8 meeting the standard of Sec. 30-257 must be established to achieve the specified 
9 minimum density. (2) No Heritage or Cfttm.:ltlion trees as defmed in this article may 

I o be rem<wed or relocated ex:cept as specifically provided in this article. 
11 

12 (3) Tree removals for titility operations shall comply 'tvith the provisions of Article VIII. 
13 Removal of regulated trees in connection with ecosystem management or restoration 
14 on parcels with conservation easements, in conservation management areas or on 
15 parcels managed as nature parks or preserves, provided the following criteria are met: 
16 

17 a. A plan for the removal and revegetation of the area has been approved by the city 
18 manager or designee. 
19 b. The only trees that may be removed are of the following species: Loblolly Pine, 
20 Slash Pine, Water Oak, Laurel Oak, Sweetgum, Sugarberrv, and any species not 
21 native to Alachua County. 
22 c. The tree removal is being done in furtherance of restoration of a natural 
23 community or communities appropriate to the site as indicated by soils. remnant 
24 vegetation, and hydrological and geological conditions. 
25 d. The applicant has demonstrated that after the removals, the land will be 
26 maintained in a manner that promotes the continuation of the restored natural 
27 community. 
28 e. The plan has been approved by the nature centers commission. 
29 
30 (4) For the immediate protection of the health, safety, or welfare ofthe public, trees may 
31 be removed without obtaining a permit in advance. However, the property owner or 
32 its authorized agent must file a permit application during the next city work day. 
33 Permit approval shall be granted, provided the trees removed are mitigated in 
34 accordance with this code. Trees which ea1:1se. or that ca:a be aemonstrated by 
35 competea.t evidence ·;,<ill in the near fumre cause, struetural damage from roots, 
36 absorption of large amounts of vrater causmg soil ex:pansion and contraetion, or other 
37 structl:1i=al problems to lmildings or undergrol:Hld facilities, may be rern:oved, relocated 
38 or replaced ·.vith the approval of the appropriate board for projects refJ:'Hiring boara 
3 9 8flprova:l or the city manager or clesignee for other proj eets. Verification of such claims, 
40 when the damage is apparent shall be provided by a statement from an eagmeer 
41 registered in the State of Florida. Verification shall iclentify the trees causing s:uch 
42 struet:ural problems, shall give an eJ[:f)lantltion of the problem, and shall bear the 
43 embossed seal of the engineer. 8:uch statements of verifications shall be accepted by 
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the plan boa£d or the city IBa:Hager. 

Methods o(mitigation. Mitigation shall be allowed by two methods, mitigation trees 
(on an inch-for-inch basis or as otherwise specified) and mitigation payment. The 
amount of mitigation is as specified in subsections (c) and (d) below. 

(1) Mitigation trees shall be of high quality shade species as identified on the Gainesville 
tree list, meeting the specifications in Sec. 30-265, and sited in accordance with the 
requirements of Sec. 30-251(1). The installation of new trees for a development as 
required by this chapter may count as mitigation for trees removed from the site, 
except where those removed trees are of a high-quality species. Increasing the 
diameter of trees required to be planted with a development shall not be used to meet 
mitigation requirements. The preference is for mitigation trees to be planted on the 
site, but where it is demonstrated that no space is available, mitigation trees may be 
planted offsite within City limits. In these instances, the required mitigation trees 
may be established on a different site within the city limits approved by the city 
manager or designee, or the city manager or designee may allow a payment in an 
amount to be made to the city tree mitigation fund equivalent to the cost of the trees 
that would have been purchased. 

18 (2) Mitigation payment shall be based on tree appraised value, or as otherwise specified in 
19 this code. Payment shall be made prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy, or at 
20 such other time as specified in a development order. Mitigation payments received by the 
21 City shall be deposited in the City tree mitigation fund. This fund may be used for new 
22 tree plantings associated with public improvement projects or for the preservation of trees 
23 through the purchase of conservation lands, but shall not be used for tree maintenance or 
24 toward the installation of new trees that would already be required for a development. 

25 WUD. Removal and mitigation eF Fekleetien of regulated trees subject to subdivision or 
26 development plan approval. A separate tree remo·1al pemrit will not be required in 
27 conjunction wi-th de>';elopments requiring development plan approval by the awropriate 
28 boafd. Plans for tree removal or relocation 'N-ill be considered and either awro~;ed or 
29 denied as part of the de•;elopment. review process. Const:ru:etion dravlings should be 
30 submitted to the building department and application for construetion permits made 
31 before any trees a£e remoYed. After a certificate of oeeupaney has been iss\::led for a 
32 deYelopment, any tFee removal shall require either a tree removal permit or an awroved 
33 plan amendment. Failli:Fe to obtain a permit before remo'ving or relocating a regulated tree 
34 shall be sabj eet to the measures for enforcement and replacement specified in seetion 3 0 
35 311, pertaining to violations, and the provisions of Article X of this chapter. When tree 
36 removal or relocation is contemplated in conjunction with any development requiring 
37 approval of a development plan or subdivision plat, such removal or relocation shall be 
38 considered and either approved or denied at the same time a development plan or plat is 
39 approved or denied, based upon the criteria specified in subsection (e) of this section. No 
40 separate tree removal permit is required. All of the required plans, data or other 
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information required with the application shall be included on the proposed development 
2 plan or on the supporting documents submitted with the plan or the plat. The following 
3 requirements apply: 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 
17 
18 

(I) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

CATEGORY 

Decisions on tree removal shall be based on a tree survey or a qualitative tree 
survey. The landscaping plan shall show all trees to be preserved, provide for 
protective tree barriers that meet the requirements of Section 30-255, and specify 
the details of the mitigation required in this section. 

Construction drawings shall be submitted to the building department and 
application for building permits made before any trees are removed. 

After a certificate of occupancy has been issued for a development, any additional 
tree removal shall require either a tree removal permit or a development plan 
amendment. Failure to obtain a tree removal permit before removing or relocating 
any existing regulated tree or any tree that was planted to comply with the 
approved development plan shall be subject to the measures for enforcement 
specified in Sec. 3 0-311. 

The requirements for mitigation of regulated trees approved for removal as part of 
development plan or subdivision plat review are as follows: 

MITIGATION 

High quality heritage trees, in Mitigation payment based on tree appraised value, limited 
fair or better condition to three trees per acre averaged over the entire site. If 

more than three trees per acre in this category are located 
on the site then the trees with the highest tree appraised 
value throughout the site shall be used to calculate the 
payment. High guality heritage trees proposed for 
removal in excess of the overall average of three per acre 
shall require mitigation trees on an inch-for-inch on a 
diameter basis. 

Heritage trees of other than high Mitigation trees on an inch-for-inch diameter basis. 
guality species, in fair or better 
condition 

Any heritage trees in less than Mitigation trees consisting of two trees of high quality 
fair or better condition; and any shade species established for each tree removed. 
other re~lated tree 

19 W@} Removal and mitigation er FeJ.eetl#en of regulated trees not part o(sNhjeet to subdivision 
20 or development plan approval or in exempt EHWlS f1S defined in seetien 30 266. Any 
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person desiring to remove or relocate a regulated tree, except tree removal approved as 
part of subdivision or subjeet to development plan approval or trees in an exempt area, 
shall file a tree removal permit with the city manager or designee. As a condition to 
granting a permit. the applicant shall mitigate each tree being removed. The following 
requirements apply: an applieatioH for a permit. The applieatioH shall i&elude or be 
aeeompanied by: 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

CATEGORY 

Permit applications shall include the name of the property owner, address from 
which tree will be removed, tree species and diameter, and reason for removal of 
the tree. The permit application shall be signed by the property owner and, if 
applicable, its authorized agent. Applications for tree removal shall also include a 
scaled drawing of the site showing tree size and location, and a statement of how 
any other regulated trees are to be protected during any approved tree removal 
and any associated construction or clearing, or grade changes. The city manager 
or designee shall attempt to verify the information contained in the application 
and shall either approve or deny the application as to each regulated tree proposed 
to be removed. 

Where construction is associated with the tree removal, construction drawings 
shall be submitted to the building department and application for building permits 
made before any trees are removed. 

The requirements for mitigation of regulated trees not associated with 
development plan or subdivision plat review are as follows: 

MITIGATION 

Prol!erties in Single Family Residential Zoning Districts (only heritage trees are regulated) 

High quality heritage trees, in Mitigation trees on an inch-for-inch diameter basis, with a 
fair or better condition, wherever minimum of two shade trees of high quali!Y S;Qecies 
they are located on the property. planted on site for each tree removed. 

Heritage trees of other than high Mitigation trees consisting of two shade trees of high 
quality s12ecies and high quality quality species planted on the site for each tree removed. 
heritage trees in less than fair or 
better condition, wherever they 
are located between the property 
lines and lel!al setbacks. 

Prol!erties in all other Zoning Districts 
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High guality heritage trees, in Mitigation :QaYment based on tree a~mraised value, and 
fair or better condition. mitigation trees consisting of a minimum of two shade 

trees of high gualitv S:Qecies :Qlanted on site for each tree 
removed. 

Heritage trees of other than high Mitigation trees on an inch-for-inch diameter basis, with a 
guali!Y SQecies, in fair or better rmmmum of two shade trees of high guality S:QeCleS 
condition; and high guali:ty :Qlanted on site for each tree removed. 
heritage trees, in fair or better 
condition, which are causing 
structural :Qroblems to buildings 
or underm-ound utilities. 
Any heritage trees in less than Mitigation trees consisting of two shade trees of hil!h 
fair or better condition; and any guali:ty SQecies Qlanted on the site for each tree removed. 
other regulated tree. 

(d) 

-fl1 An O¥erall de:velopmeat plan or proportioaal sketcH: of tJ:ie siie, easement or right 
of VAi)' upon wH:ich the tree is located, sao'r.viB:g the sH:ape and dimeBsioas of the 
siie and the location, configuration ana size of existing ana proposed structures, 
Grivev.rays and other improvements. The plan or sketch shall also identify tJ:ie 
location ana type of all regulates trees and all major tree groupiags oa tH:e siie that 
will be impaeted by ilie proposed projeet. Trees or groups of trees on a site that 
vrill not be impaeted by the proposed project need not be sH:ovm on the plan or 
sketch. 

~ A designation of any regulated trees proposes to be removes or relocated along 
with the reasons for such remo7fal or relocation. 

(3) A statement of ho·N any other regulated trees are to be proteetee ekning any 
approyed tree remo¥al or relocation and any associates construction or clearing. 

(4) A statement ieeatifying any proposed grade changes on the siie aae ilie 
precautions to be takeB: to ensure that such changes vfill not adversely impaet or 
eB:danger any regulated trees that are oot to be removed or reloeatee. Spot 
ele7f8tions rna:y be reE}Uiree prior to issuance of eonstruetion permits. 

(5) As a condition of the grantiag of a permii, the applicant vfill be reE}Uired to replace 
eacH: tree beiag removed ">vith t\vo replaeement trees as adoptee by resolution of 
the ci4;y commission. Tvt'O trees ·Hill be reE}Uired for each tree remo7fed that will 
reaeH: comparable size at maturity from the Gainesville Tree List. 

.P-el'fflit flppre·~alpreeedu-re. The ei4;y manager or desigaee shall, within five working days 
of the filing of such applicatioas, attempt to 7ferify the iBformatioa contained in ilie 
applicatioa and ei4;her approve or deHY the application as to eaeH: regulated tree proposes 
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to be FelftO"ied or reloeated. 

Permit approval criteria. R-emoval or reloeatioa of regl:llated tTees shall be approved by 
the eity J:I~Baager or desigH:ee upoa a fiadin:g that the tTees f>Ose a safety hamrd; altlle beea 
weakeaed by disease, age, storm, fire Of other injl'H"y; Of J>reveat the reasoH:able 
develof>meH:t of the site, ineludin:g the iftstallation of solar energy equipmeat. R-egulated 
trees shall oot be Felftoved, damaged or reloeated for the f>Hrf'OSe of loeatiag utility liaes 
arul eont1eetioas l:Hlless ao reasonably J>raetieal alternative as determiaed by the eity 
manager or designee is available. Removal or relocation of a regulated tree may be 
approved by the reviewing board, city manager or designee based upon one of the 
following findings: 

ill that the tree poses a safety hazard or has been weakened by disease, age, storm, fire 
or other injury; or 

m that the tree contains a disease or infestation that could spread to other trees; or 

ru that the tree prevents the reasonable development of the site, including the installation 
of solar energy equipment or the installation or replacement of utility lines; or 

® that the tree is causing or is likely to cause (as evidenced by competent substantial 
evidence) structural damage or problems to buildings or underground facilities due to 
excessive root or trunk growth, or soil expansion and contraction caused by uneven 
water uptake; or 

ill should be removed for some other reason related to the public health or welfare. This 
finding cannot serve as the sole basis for removal of high quality trees. 

The city manager or designee may require the applicant to provide verification of the 
findings in the form of a written report signed and sealed by an appropriate licensed 
professional within the State of Florida. Regulated trees shall not be removed, damaged 
or relocated for the purpose of installing, replacing or maintaining utility lines and 
connections unless no reasonably practical alternative is available, as determined by the 
city manager or designee. Where a tree may be preserved by cutting the tree roots 
instead of removing a tree, that strategy shall be preferred. 

or reloeatioa is eoatemplated in eonjunetioa v.<itJ:i aay de"ielopfftent requiriag approval of 
a deYlelopment plan or subdivisioa plat by the de~.relopment review board Of plan board, 
sueh FelftO'ial or reloeatioa shall be eoasidered and either approYed or denied by the 
deYelopment reyiev1 board or J>lan board at the saBle time a de>"t'elopment plan or plat is 
appro"ied or denied, based upoa tile same standards for approval as Sf>eeified ift 
subseetion (e) of this seetion. All of tile required J>lans, data or other information required 
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vfi4B: the application shall he i:fteh:1ded on the proposed derrelopment plaH Of on the 
supporting documents Sllhmitled '+vith the plat. 

Standa1'6/s Jor tree ref.oeatien er replaeement. As a condition of the granting of a peFHii:t, 
the applicant will he required to replace or relocate the trees heing removed vlith suitahle 
replaeement trees. Replacement trees w:ill he from the GainesYille Tree List. T•.vo trees 
will he replaced for e¥ery tree remo•1ed, except healthy Heritage trees. Whea healtli;' 
Heritage trees are removed, they will he replaced Oft aft i:ftch for inch hasis. IB 
detefm:iffing the required locatioB of relocated Of replacement trees that will he planted 
either oa site or offsite, the ei:ty maHager or designee, or the de¥elopmeat r6Yl-iew hoard or 
plaB hoard the developments as specified in SuBSeetioB 3 0 254 (f), shall COBSider the 
aeeds of the intended use of the property together with a realistic e"faluatioa of the 
follo•.ying: 

(1) Existing tree cO'Ierage, iacluding perceatage of canopy. 

(2) N-umher of trees to he removed oa the entire property. 

(3) AFea to he covered with struetures, parkiag 8ftd drive·.vays. 

(4) Topography and draiaage of the si:te and its eaviroas. 

(5) Character of the site and its eavirons. 

(6) Ecology ofthe site. 

(7) Characteristics and amount of shruhs, grass and trees proposed for plantiag on the 
site hy the applicant. 

(&) The requiremeats ofsectioa 30 260. 

(9) The health and desirahility of existing trees. 

(1 0) The impact of features iooluded in the proposed project (e.g., huffer areas, ete.) 
and areas BOt to he impacted hy the proposed project. 

37 illW Natural emergencies or disasters. In the case of natural emergencies or disasters such as 
38 hurricanes, windstorms, floods or other disasters, issuances of permits for the removal of 
39 damaged trees may be waived by the city manager or designee. Such waiver may not be 
40 for an indefinite period and shall expire when the city manager or designee determines 
41 that emergency conditions have ended. 
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Commercial tree removal permits. Commercial tree removal permits may be granted for 
the removal of trees associated with forestry management, tree harvest and other similar 
commercial purposes in accordance with the requirements of this subsection. 

(1) Applicability. Commercial tree removal permits may be requested in lieu of other 
tree removal permits required by this section where no development of the 
property is intended. Where development of the property is planned, the 
petitioner shall address tree removal within the development plan review or 
normal tree removal processes: 

(2) Permit granting authority. The city manager or designee, the board of adjustment 
and the development review board have authority to grant commercial tree 
removal permits as described below. 

(3) Receipt of request. Owners of property may request the appropriate authority to 
grant a permit for the commercial removal of trees by filing such an application 
with the planning and development services department, on forms supplied by the 
department, together with the appropriate fee. The request shall be accompanied 
with the following information supplied by the applicant: 

a. Suitability of the trees for harvest. 
b. Harvesting methods to be used. 
c. Sedimentation and erosion control measures to be used. 
d. Plan of property showing location of required buffers next to water bodies 

and property lines and tree canopy to remain as applicable. 
e. Tree protection measures for trees to remain. 
f. Species of trees to be used for replacement. 

(4) Notice. Whenever a property is under consideration for a permit, except any 
property designated agriculture on the future land use map, all owners of property 
adjacent to the property shall be given notice by mail. Such notice shall be mailed 
at least 15 days prior to the granting of the permit. For the purpose of this 
notification, an owner of property shall be deemed to be the person who, by 
his/her address, is so shown on the tax rolls of the city. If any such property is part 
of the common area of a condominium, notice shall be sent to all of the 
condominium unit owners as shown on the latest tax rolls. Additionally, the 
property under consideration shall also have a sign posted at least five days prior 
to the date the permit is to be granted. The sign shall specify that the property is 
under consideration for a permit allowing tree removal for commercial purposes 
and specify the date the permit is to be granted. 

(5) Procedure for review. If less than 20 percent ofthe noticed property owners file a 
written objection to the proposed tree removal within 15 days of the mailing of 

44 
Petition No. PB-10-7-TCH 
CODE: Words stflekiea are deletions; words underlined are additions. 



2 

3 

4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 

II 

I2 

13 

I4 
15 

16 
17 
18 
19 

20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 

30 
31 
32 
33 
34 

35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 

41 
42 

(6) 

4/17/2013 

the notice, the commercial tree removal permit may be issued provided all other 
provisions of this section and this chapter have been met. 

a. Parcels of five acres or less, other than property designated agriculture on 
the foture land use map. If 20 percent or more of such noticed property 
owners file a written objection within 15 days of the date of mailing of the 
notice, the application will be referred to the board of adjustment for a 
public hearing according to the notification for special exception 
procedures as found in article X. The board of adjustment in deciding 
whether to approve or disapprove the application shall consider the factors 
delineated in subsections (i)(7) and (8) of this section. 

b. Parcels of more than five acres, other than property designated 
agriculture on the foture land use map. If 20 percent or more of such 
noticed property owners file a written objection within 15 days of the date 
of mailing of the notice, the development review board shall hold a public 
hearing in accordance with its rules. The development review board, in 
deciding whether to approve or disapprove the application, shall consider 
the factors as delineated in subsections (i)(7) and (8) of this section. 

c. Parcels designated agriculture on the foture land use map. All 
applications for tree removal on such parcels shall be reviewed by the city 
manager or designee, who, in deciding whether to approve or deny the 
application, shall consider the factors delineated in subsections (i)(7) and 
(8) of this section. Appeals of the decision of the city manager or designee 
shall be made to a hearing officer. The procedure for the appeal shall be 
the same as is provided in section 30-352.l(a) for appeals from decisions 
of the development review board. 

Action on application. Upon receipt of a completed application and following the 
notice period specified above, or after the permit has been granted after a hearing 
under subsection (i)(5), the city manager, or designee, will issue the commercial 
tree removal permit, except as may be modified below, with the following 
conditions: 

a. Unless otherwise specified herein, trees will be removed according to best 
management practices, as specified in the "A Landowner's Handbook for 
Controlling Erosion from Forestry Operations," published by the state 
department of agriculture and consumer services, division of forestry, or 
subsequent manuals on file with the public works department. 

b. No regulated tree shall be removed and no logging road shall be 
constructed: 

45 
Petition No. PB-1 0-7-TCH 
CODE: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 



2 
3 
4 
5 

6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 

17 
18 
19 
20 

21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 

32 
33 
34 

35 

36 
37 
38 

39 

40 

41 

42 
43 

44 

(7) 

4/17/2013 

1. Within 35 feet of the break in slope at the top of the bank of any 
creek; 

2. Within 35 feet of the landward extent of a lake or wetland; or 
3. Within a designated conservation management area. 

This requirement may be waived where crossing of the creek by a bridge 
is necessary to access the property where trees are to be removed. Such 
waiver shall be limited to the area necessary to construct the bridge. For 
the purposes of this subsection, creeks shall be those identified by the 
surface water district provisions of article VIII. 

c. Following removal of the trees granted by the permit, the petitioner shall 
within 18 months provide for reforestation of the site by one of the 
following means: 

1. Where forestry or other agricultural use of the property is to 
continue in the conservation or agriculture districts, pine seedlings 
or other forestry or agricultural crops, including pasture, may be 
planted. 

2. Where forestry use is to be abandoned or in districts where it is not 
a permitted use, replacement of trees shall be required as per 
section 30-260. This requirement may be waived when an adequate 
number of trees of appropriate size and species remain on-site to 
meet this requirement and are certified by the city manager or 
designee to be in good health and free from damage caused by 
harvest operation which may result in the death of the tree. 

d. All invasive nonnative tree species listed in subsection 30-251(7)(g) may 
be required to be removed from the property. 

Imposition of additional conditions. The city manager or designee, board of 
adjustment or development review board, as appropriate, may impose other 
reasonable conditions where need is demonstrated. Such conditions may include 
restrictions on percentage of canopy removed or the prohibition of tree removal 
from certain portions of the site under consideration. The city manager, board of 
adjustment or development review board, as appropriate, shall be guided by, but 
not restricted to, the following criteria in imposing such additional conditions: 

a. The need to provide buffers to adjacent developed property; 

b. The need to protect soils highly susceptible to soil erosion as identified by 
the soil survey of the county; 
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The need to protect slopes in excess of ten percent, particularly near 
creeks and other bodies of water; 

The need to protect existing wetlands, floodplains and flood channels and 
other environmentally sensitive areas as shown on existing maps, 
photographs and other reliable and available sources; and 

The need to preserve endangered, threatened or special concern animal 
and vegetative species, habitats and communities, rare hardwood 
hammocks or champion trees as identified from competent sources. 

Removal of trees specifically planted or managed for harvest. Where 
environmental and other factors limit the removal of trees on 7 5 percent or more 
of the site under consideration, the commercial tree removal permit may be 
denied. However, factors identified above may not be used to unduly prohibit the 
harvest of trees where it is demonstrated that the trees to be harvested were 
specifically planted for that purpose. 

20 Sec. 30-255. Tree preservation during development and construction. 
21 

22 (a) Barriers required. Prior to clearing, demolition, or other construction activities-;, the city 
manager or designee or reviewing board shall determine which trees, if any, require 
protection. ~_erotective barriers shall be constructed, as necessary, to prevent the 
destruction or damaging of regulated trees that are located within 50-M- feet of any 
construction activity or storage of equipment and materials. Barrier placements along 
subdivision streets are regulated in accordance with the provisions of section 30-
183(e)(2)i. Trees identified for preservation which are destroyed or receiving major 
severely damageg shall be mitigated in accordance with section 30-254 replaeed before 
prior to issuance of a certificate of occupancy or use,.:. if sooh eertificate is reEtUired, 
unless approval for t:A:eir remo~lal has been gmnted under peffllit. The eity manager or 
designee shall detennine vAlich trees, if Bey', re'itiire protection or replacement. To avoid 
conflicts between barrier placements and demolition and construction activities, barriers 
shall be drawn to scale on the demolition, grading and paving sheets of the development 
plan. 
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37 (b) Barrier zones. All regulated trees in areas of demolition or construction that have not 
been permitted nor not designated for removal may be reEtUired by either the terms of the 
permit or approved development order shall be protected to be proteeted by barrier zones 
erected and inspected prior to construction of any structures, road, utility service or other 
improvements,.:. Barricades shall comply with the following: and may be reEtUired by t:A:e 
tenns of the pennit to comply ·.v+t:A: t:A:e following if detennined to be neeessary by t:A:e eity 
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Protective barriers shall be plainly visible and shall create a continuous boundary 
around trees or vegetation clusters in order to prevent encroachment by 
machinery, vehicles or stored materials. To further protect tree roots, a layer of 
wood chips at least 8 inches thick shall cover the soil within the barricade. 
Barricades must be at least three feet tall and must be constructed of either 
wooden comer posts at least two by four inches buried at least one foot deep, with 
at least two courses of wooden side slats at least one by four inches with colored 
flagging or colored mesh attached, or constructed of one-inch angle iron comer 
posts with brightly colored mesh construction fencing attached. High quality 
heritage trees shall be protected by galvanized chain link fencing a minimum of 
48 inches high, 11-gauge wire. 2 inch mesh size secured with 1-7/8 inch line posts 
no further than I 0 feet apart secured at a depth of 3 feet below soil line. Comers 
shall be secured with 2-3/8 inch line posts secured to a depth of 4 feet below soil 
line. 

Barriers shall be placed at the greater of the following as follows: 

a. 

b. 

At or outside the dripline for all Hheritage and G£hampion trees and all 
regulated pine and palm tree&-~ 

At a minimum of two-thirds of the area of the dripline for all other 
regulated species-:-; or 

At the tree root plate. 

If complying with the above placement of barriers is found to unduly restrict 
development of the property, the city manager or designee, or the appropriate 
reviewing board may approve alternative barrier placements or methods of 
protection provided that at least 50 percent of the area under the canopy dripline 
remains undisturbed (no grade change or root cut) and further provided that there 
shall be no disturbance to the tree root plate. Protective barriers may not be 
removed or relocated without such approval. 

No grade changes shall be made within the protective barrier zones without prior 
approval of the city manager or designee. Where roots greater than one inch in 
diameter are damaged or exposed, they shall be cut cleanly and re-covered with 
soil within one hour of damage or exposure. 

Protective barriers shall remain in place and intact until such time as landscape 
operations begin~ or eoB:struetioB: B:eeds dictate a temporary rem07/al that ·.vill B:ot 
fta:rm the tree. If construction needs dictate a temoorarv removal (for less than 24 
hours), the city manager or designee, may approve or deny the temporary removal 
of protective barriers. 
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(6) Landscape preparation in the protected area shall be limited to shallow discing of 
the area. Discing shall be limited to a depth of twe 1 inches unless specifically 
approved otherwise by the city manager or designee. or the plan board, as 
applieable. 

(7) No building materials, machinery or harmful chemicals shall be placed within 
protective barriers defmed in subseetion (b)(2) of this seetion, except short
duration placements of clean fill soil that will not harm the tree. Such short
duration placements shall not exceed 1 W days. The city manager or designee 
shall be notified of the dates the short duration placement will begin and end. The 
original soil grade that existed within the protected areas prior to the placement of 
such fill shall be restored. 

(8) Tfte ''Tree P-foteetion Manual for BuildeFs 8Bd Developers," as published by the 
state department of agriealture 8lld eonswner setviees, division of forestry 
(Oetober 1980 edition), the standards of the National Arborist Assoeiation, The 
American National Standards Institute A-300 Part V Management of Trees and 
Shrubs During Site Plannin& Site Development, and Site Construction or other 
nationally recognized arboricultural standards approved by the city manager or 
designee :~~laY shall be used as guidelines for tree protection, planting, pruning and 
care during development and construction. 

At-tachments te lrees JH'fJhihited. No attachments or '>vires other than those of a pFoteetiYe 
and nondamaging nature sfiall be at:taehed to any tl'ee. 

Preservation generally. Trees may be preserved on development sites in locations where 
a new tree would be required. Credit for the preservation of such a tree will be given if 
the requirements listed below are met. During construction. if the requirements are not 
being met and/or the preserved tree is unlikely to survive in satisfactory condition, the 
owner shall apply for a tree removal permit in accordance with the requirements of this 
code. 

ill 50 percent of the area within the drip line of the tree shall be naturally preserved, 
both above- and below-ground. Under no circumstances shall permission be 
given for any construction activity within the tree root plate. The 50 percent 
protection zone must include the entire tree root plate. Landscape materials are 
permitted within the 50 percent protection zone but not within the tree root plate. 
Within the 50 percent protection zone there shall be no alteration to the existing 
grade, no trenching or cutting of roots, nor shall there be any storage of materials 
or fill. No heavy equipment shall be permitted within the protection zone. All 
work must be done by hand. There shall be no compaction of the soil, as from 
heayy construction equipment. and no concrete, paint. chemicals or other foreign 
substances placed within this protection zone. 

ill The city manager or designee may approve paving blocks within the protection 
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zone, provided that all work is done by hand (no machinery), and that the soil 
area under the pavers is not compacted beyond the bulk density limits of 1.40 
glee in clay, 1.50 glee in loam, or 1. 70 glee in sand. No lime rock or other 
material shall be used underneath the pavers. Pavers may not be placed within 
the tree root plate. 

ill There shall be no evidence of active insect infestation potentially lethal to the 
trees, and no damage from skinning, barking or bumping. 

ffi The root plate of regulated trees within the public right-of-way should not be 
impacted by adjacent development, even where the tree root plate encroaches on 
the private property. The installation of new utilities or improvements to public 
utilities required to serve the development should not require the removal of trees 
on the public right-of-way, where the required separations from the utilities can 
be met. 

ill If any preserved tree is not alive and healthy three years after the certificate of 
occupancy is granted, it shall be removed and replaced with the tree or trees 
which originally would have been required by this code. The area that was 
preserved to accommodate the preserved tree shall be maintained in an unpaved 
condition and the replacement trees established in this area. 

® The planning and development services department shall maintain, and make 
available to the public. descriptions and illustrations of tree preservation and 
protection practices which will assist in assuring that preserved trees survive 
construction and land development. 

Inspections. The city manager or designee shall conduct periodic inspections of the site 
before work begins and/or during clearing, construction and/or post-construction phases 
of development in order to ensure compliance with these regulations and the intent of this 
section. 

Denial: conditions. The reviewing board or city manager or designee may deny a 
proposal for development because one or more champion or high quality heritage trees 
have not been preserved or adequately protected, or may require special conditions of 
approval that may include but are not limited to the following: 

ill Requiring the trees to be protected with chainlink barricades. 

ill Requiring a soil aeration system in the vicinity of tree roots as needed, 
particularly where fill will be added over roots of preserved trees or where 
compaction may reduce the availability of water and oxygen to tree roots. 

Section 8. Existing Sections 30-256, 30-257, 30-258, 30-259, 30-260, 30-261, 30-262, 
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I 30-263 and 30-264 of Article VIII. Environmental Management, Division 2. Landscape and Tree 
2 Management, Stormwater Management and Water/Wastewater Connection Policies, Subdivision 
3 I. Landscape and Tree Management of the Land Development Code are deleted in their entirety 
4 as follows: 
5 
6 See. ~0 2S6. Replaeement steek. 

7 In all eases wB.eFeift t:B.is B:rtiele shall reqaire ref)laeemeftt of any tree, saeh replaeemeat shall be 
8 made witB. replacemeB:t stock. "Replacement stoek" is heFeey eefiaee as aay tree eoataiaee on 
9 t:B.e llereiB referefteee Feplaeement stock list ha>;iag a height of at least eight feet ana a Floriea 

1 o Nursery Grae:le of Nl:Jmeer 1 or better. Sl:H"'i·;al of replaeemeat stock vfill ee guaFaBteee uatil 
11 saeh replacemeat stock meets with the eefiflitioft of "tree" as eefiH:ee in article II. R~plaeement 
12 stock may ee any of t:B.e trees listed Oft the Gainesville Tree List. When teH: Of mofe replaeement 
13 trees are requires, t:lie trees shall consist of no moFe than 5Q percent of any one tree genus. 
14 DevelopmeB:t w4t8iB airport flight paths are e:Keladed from the geH:Us reEJ:uiremeH:t. WheH: tea 
15 or more replacemeH:t trees are re'luiree, t:lie trees sB.all consist of oo more than 50 f)eFCOB:t of any 
16 oH:e tree geH:us. De\'elopmeH:t within airport fligfit paths are e:Kelueee from the genas 
17 requirement. 

18 See. ~0 2S7. Champie& trees. 
19 (a) Champion trees are those tHat ha1/e eeeB ie:leH:tifiee by the state divisioH: of ferestry as 
20 being the largest of t:lieir species vfithin the state OF by the Ameiiea Forestry Association 
21 as the largest of their species in the U.S. The cti:R'OB:t list of Cghampioft trees in the city 
22 ana the COUBty t:liat Ba7/e aeon identified is Oft file iB the planniH:g and de\ze}opmeH:t 
23 services eepartmeat, 'This list is subject to revision ana will ee UJ>e:lated yearly. 
24 

25 H(b:H)-----\:C::;~bH!I:altEmffif):Hi6oH:H:--ttrFte~es-s-ssehawll~b~ee-ic~offin~s:sitee:lteerfle~dt-:rFt:e~g:uu1Haffite~dr-utr:eeeOlsrHint-beoa:~th£:fl-4e~*EECrHluiMeiEe!EieHarareeasas:-, -ilasts-tdti!effifulfln~ea-d-miB 
26 sabseetioft 30 266, and H:OB:e:Kcluded areas. 
27 

28 ~(c7-~)-----lTHeH:e~r:eemHMJOf't''laalr., ---i'ire~le-o eS~aHtiH. o~H:~eM=r'----Freetp:Hl~ae~eM=mftie!9ftHt--eo>I-f----\::Ciflhaamll'ffif)~io'Hnl-ltr:F1e~e~si--iliH:e-eeoBlH!l'l~iUl:llftne6ltiEW' O'HB:i-''WNiH. th:a 
29 developmeB:t requiring board af!proval shall be ift aecordaH:Ce with subseetions 3Q 254(b) 
30 and 30 254(t). The removal, relocation er replaeemeat of Champion trees shall ee by 
31 special eKeeptioH: ofthe board of adjustment. 
32 

33 See. ~0 2S8 Heritage trees. 

34 (a) The Heritage desigaatioft is cenferree on the large trees that are the major distiH:gaishia:g 
35 feature of GaiH:es•tille's urban ferest. All aathze tree species are designated B.eritage trees 
36 wB.eH: they reach the size of 20 iaeB.es in diameter wheft measures at 4\4 teet above 
37 ground le•;el. gJ£Oef)tions are \llater Oaks (querc-us aigra), Laarel Oaks (quereus 
38 heiH:isf)heriea), Sweetgl:lmS (LiEJ:uie:lambar styraeifllia) and Leblolly Pine (f)iaus taee:la), 
39 \vhieh become Hfl:eritage trees eftly when they are larger t:lian 3 0 inehes in diameter when 
40 measures at 4 ~4 feet MOYe gF9UBd level. 
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Heritage trees shall be considered regmated trees m exempt areas, as defined In 
subseetion 3 0 251 (2)h. 

The remoy;al, relocation or replaeemeRt of Heritage trees in conjunction ·Hith 
de:velopmeRt requiring board approval shall be in accordance vlith subsections 30 254(b), 
30 254(f) 8ftd 3Q 254(g). In eJ£efBj!t areas as defined in s1:1bsection 30 251(2)li., the 
removal, reloeation or replaeemeRt of Heritage trees shall be by speeial exception as 
proYided by tliis cliapter. Ne permit shall be req1:1ired for the rerno'ial of Heritage trees on 
property witll single family zoning district elassifieations (RSF 1, RSF 2, RSF 3 and 
RSF 4) wlien tlie trees are located o1:1tside of the req1:1irea yard ana limite a to a maximum 
of two compact areas. Any permission gPlen for tlie remoYal of any Heritage tree that is 
liealthy ana tHat is not cal:lsing struetl:lral aamage, whetHer tHis permission is tlirol:lgh an 
approyed aevelopment plan or through the issoonee of a tree removal permit, \Viii require 
replacement on aR ineli for diameter iftcli basis. Trees may be plantea on site or off site, 
or given to the city for planting on public property. 

15 See. 30 lS9. Clearing aad grubbing. 
16 Clearing ana grubbing is only permittee after a site lias receives aevelopment plan 
17 approval or conditional plat af!proval v.<itft appropriate permits, or a bl:lilaing permit is iss1:1ea 
18 where ae'ielopment plan re"fiew is not requires, inell:lding existing ae:velopea single family lots, 
19 except as may be permitted in agriemtl:lral districts and legal noneonforming agricl:lltl:lral1:1ses. 

20 See. 30 l,O. ~forestation. 
21 A.s a condition of any aevelopment oraer iss1:1ed for commercial harvest for any property 
22 other tHan excll:lded areas, there ml:lSt exist or be planted on Sl:leli property within one year shaae 
23 trees (except for pines ana palms) from the Gainesville Tree List, in aecordanee with section 3 0 
24 265, 12 shaae trees per acre for sites o•rer fiye acres. }J:ev;ly planted trees shall be located so as to 
25 eRSl:lfe tHat the appropriate proportion of trees is planted within ilie de·;eloped area of the 
26 property. 
27 

28 See. 30 lcJl. Tree removal aad plaatiag of street trees iB aew subdivisions. 

29 

3 o H(a~)f--------JD~UWF"l,in~g~c.eenn:s'<ltr1"1U~c~nu·ollln~:--. +D:AWHAH. nH!g~tlmh~ee.....:c*'o~n~s:stflEmiUCeJti:u" O*nl--A'Off--ftre~qH:ll:ll~· r~eiB:d-tSH:Il:ltebadlH. \fl:risSiieonn-timlllEp~roB''vtfe*'m~ee~nHts.s,.-'ltftffiee 

31 ae"teloper shall only remO'te those trees that vAll hamper tlie installation of the 
32 improvemeRt. To eRSl:lfe that tHis limitation is not exceeded, tlie appropriate reviewing 
33 board may require, during the subaivision approval process, iliat the s1:1bdiviaer previae 
34 plaas, aerial pliotograplis or oilier aata Sl:lffieient to allow an aool:lfate aetermination to be 
35 made. 
36 (b) Street t:Fee5. The subdiviaer shall plaat street trees from the Gaines:r;ille Tree List witllin 
3 7 five feet of tlie rigHt of way of eaeh: street or witHin the right of way if Sl:leli a planting 
38 strip lias been part of the Ge"lelopment pltu1. Trees shall be planted along all streets 
39 construetea witHin ilie subdiYision. One Sl:lCli tree shall be plantea for e:very 50 linear feet 
40 of street right of way on boili siaes of the street, except for gatev.r.ay streets, whieh shall 
41 comply with: seetion 30 262. Existing natPre trees in gooa healtH may be eounted as 
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1 required trees, if approved ay the city manager or desigaee. JA'here property on oae side 
2 of the right of way is not O'.Vfled ay the SUBdivider, Sueft trees shall ae planted only on the 
3 side of the street OVJHed ay the SUBdivider. 8uch trees shall ae no closer together than 50 
4 ~ 

5 
6 See. ~g 262. Tree planting iB gateway stRet distriet. 
7 

8 H(aH~-----f:Gif.e'l'ln!eier~aH,/-lyR.·~;-. -!Th-fte-e -aa:appBJlfliic*mmntt-t -s:shlllaHl:l:-1 apliaan~tt-~gaalt:ee•wnoa~¥-T -4ltrFEe~ess-aa6Eii~taaeeiei*n'lft4toa-tth~ee--Eri:2ghtrtt-;oSJfE-''YiN'fra)v-T -IfrrEo~ma-tJth:Iee 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 
23 

GgaiB:es>liUe TFee List. Trees planted to meet this requirement shall ae located OB: the 
applicant's property, and no closer than five feet, or farther than ten feet, from the right 
of vray or pualic utility easement, or within the street median. Oae tree shall ae planted 
for every 3 5 liB:ear feet of right of \vtty or street median. Large or medium shade trees 
shall ae utiliz:ed in: all B£eas outside of medians. Median: trees shall be selected from the 
"small or medium gatev.ray tree" list. For installatioB:s aajaeeat to ovemead utility lines, 
one small gateway tree for every 25 liaear ieet shall be planted. For installations aajaeent 
to streetligl=lts, the followin:g cleB£ z:ones sftall be maintained: 

(1) Large gatev.oay trees: 50 foot clear radius. 

(2~ Medium gatev.ray trees: 35 foot clear radius. 

(3~ Small gateV~ay trees: 25 foot eleB£ radius. 

24 For the purpose of meeting the gate>;ray street tree requirement, ~sting streetlights 
25 adjacent to the applicant's property JBa:Y ae substituted for trees on a one to one basis. 

26 f.l(b~~f-------JE"Ax~ewm!l:p~tli6"e~n<:-. "t--1\J:kloHg~al:tite~\MV-aa>)_._T 31strtF<e~e*-t-ttrFEe!ees-s -s:shhlialB:H--1 ebee-flreef:qHwm· rFEe!fld,-~i-t:f,,-~inn-tthetee-aopamlf· l::llii·ooon:raoft-.:thtmef-ic*it)E¥-1' mmaaEH:lia~greFer 
27 or desigeee, gatevray street obj eeti>1es are achieved by the preseJVation of existing 
28 l=lealthy trees. 
29 
30 See. ~g 26~. Credit fer preseFVatien of existi&g trees. 
31 
32 Wheae'\Ter the terms of these sections require the provision of shade trees on any lot, 
33 credit shall be given for the preservation of existiB:g trees which are properly protected durin:g 
34 any clearing or construction on the property, pursuant to section 30 264, and whieh meet the 
35 folle:wiflg criteria: 
36 (1) 8ucl=l trees nrust meet the requirements of these sections for location, spacing and 
37 type oftree. 
38 

39 

40 
41 

42 

43 

(2~ 

(3) 

Any sucl=l trees whiel=l l=lave a minimum two ineh trunk diameter at a point 4 t4 feet 
above ground le'lel and a minifH:UIH: erovJH spread of ten feet shall provide credit 
on a one for one basis for trees required pursuant ta suasections 30 261(b) or 30 
252(b) and (e). 
Gfedit tm¥8:1'6 tfte requirements of section 30 260 shall be given in aeeordanee 
vvith the follovr...ng table: 
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D~;n+; .~ r', .C'1. ,,1 ~~ 
~~::~ '.t' 

PreseF¥ed Tree 

90 feet or greater 

60 89 feet 

50 59 feet 

40 49 feet 

30 39 feet 

:20 :29 feet 

10 19 feet 

Gi= 

et' 

et' 

et' 

et' 

et' 

et' 

et' 
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Diameter of }~13erof 

+ree Trees 
TmBti: 4\4 Gredited 

l"eet P.J3o~;e 
Natmal 
Grade 

36 iaehes or + 
greater 

30 35 6 
mehes 

:26 :29 ~ 

inehes 

:20 :25 4 
iHehes 

n 19 ~ 

iHefies 
g 1:2 mehes ;! 

:2 '+ iaehes -l-

25 See. 30 164. Tree prateet:ian preseFVatian requiremeats geaeraBy. 
26 

27 f4(a:H)---.:.jT,.:eoHrl'eeeeeeJi:v-vee-£erFEe~dilH" t:-tB:eor:F-ttthM!ei-fp*r&.es!;EeH"f'l~faH:tii€. OffiBH:OHf'-BwrnnH:e9!X:Hisit'tilllBf2g-ttrFEe~e':'"', thaiee-t£eoHllo:o·w;rH:nMgHrt=eeequa:ir!f<eetmBelea!Hts5-Hmll:ulStst 
28 be met: 
29 

30 

31 

32 
33 

34 
35 

36 

37 

38 

(1) 

(2) 

Fifty pereeat of the area witkia the dripline of the B=ee shall be naturally f'Feserved 
or f'ro~lided with f'el'\·ioas landseaf'e material a:Btl sftall 13e maiatailied at its 
original grade vfith no trenehiag or eattiag of roots ia this area. Within this area, 
there shall be ao storage or fill or eofBl"aetion of the soil, as from heayy 
eonstruetioa e(}\:lif)ment, or any eYideaee of eoaerete, f)aiHt, ehemieals or otlier 
foreign sabstanees ia the soil. 

The B=ee shall aot be damaged from skimliag, barking, b\:HBI)ing and the like. 

39 (3) There shall be no evidenee of aetwe inseet infestation poteatially lethal to the 
40 ~ 

41 

42 (4) There shall be ao ifB!"ervious surfaee or grade ehange \vithin five feet of the tnmk. 

43 
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I tt(B:H)>------t:Ifr.itt-t-¥.isT-<aB4ei*telef:fBl'fffim~eda-eb;)v-'-athMe~e'*if'lt)H' Blffiia:aBHiaaig~e~r-eo>rr-e:aeles!H-ig~nEMe*!eHtb:e~:aa:~tHth:ee-e~FeBEflH:tiH'H:l.Fee!flmH:effiB~tsHo:Hf~smureb~se~e~ti:eoBft-t,(aa-t) 
2 oftftis sectiOB have BOt eeeB COIBf'liea vnth, CFeGit for an existiBg tree may ee gi·YOB llj30B: 
3 f)fOof from the 60Wlty forester ana oity areorist, satisfaetory te the eaildiRg official, fuat 
4 such tree is healthy Bfi4 has BOt eeea seriously damaged dwi:Rg ae•ielOj3BleBt. 
5 

6 H(67i)--±JfE-aia!B:~}r' tre:e04e:l-f4IEOH'r'-'Y¥:1lhiHHei6ftEt-e6ffEe!tldi:H' trl't,yj'lll~SHg~Hi~Ve:leflfl-Bf)'llllifFSSr\luala!BIHt:-t:t&O -ss~eee~tHiO*IB:r.3~0~2ae:3~iSHftflEOHt--sall±lirYY&e -BBfftflda-tlhteealamthwy 
7 oB:O year after all associates eonstraetion ana de¥elopmeBt of the f)roperty is eompletea, it 
8 shall ee fOlnO'Ied and replaeed with the tree or trees 7wrfl::iefi originally WOWd ha>/0 beOB 
9 reE}tiirea. 

10 

11 H(d:J-J)~----:tTh:-fltle"-ff)ffilaHam ... "HHm·neigHilaB:flEdt-d~e~··rt!·e~:Hlo:tt:p*imEMe~nl:ft-BseJenPtlll'ii. e~e~s-edteef)Biaiafftm'flHeJeB:tHt:--!'SiBh:aalH-l-Em~n:aHJintHt:aatfint:-, -e:anftaEt-HmH:lfilltic;;C6e-aat¥YaJai~latt:h~le~to 
12 tfte f'\ihlie, aescriptiOBS and illustrations of tree f)FOSef\r.atioB and f)FOteetiOB: f)faetices 
13 which will assist iB assuring that f)reserved trees smviT;e eoBstmctioB and land 
14 ae¥e1of)meBt. 
15 
16 Section 9. Existing Section 30-265 of Article VIII. Environmental Management, 
17 Division 2. Landscape and Tree Management, Stonnwater Management and Water/Wastewater 
18 Connection Policies, Subdivision I. Landscape and Tree Management, of the Land Development 
19 Code is re-numbered and amended as stated below. 
20 

21 Sec. 30~256. Standards for installation and maintenance of landscape materials. 
22 

23 (a) Installation. 
24 

25 

26 
27 

28 

29 

30 

31 
32 

33 

34 

35 
36 
37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

Quality. All plants shall be Florida Nursery Grade Nwnber 1 or better, according 
to the Florida Department of Agriculture Division of Plant Industry Grades and 
Standards for nursery plants. They shall be healthy, disease-free and pest-free, and 
hardy for the North Florida region. Nursery invoices or labels must clearly specify 
that Grade Number 1 or better plants were purchased for installation. 

Tree size. Trees shall have a minimum height of 7 feet and a minimum trunk 
caliper of 2 inches. Trees shall be in minimum 30-gallon containers or field
grown material shall have a ball diameter of at least 28 inches. Trees shall have 
healthy root systems that have been pruned according to the Florida Grades and 
Standards best practices. Trees must be at least 7 feet tall with a trunk caliper of 2 
inches (+or - Y:z inch) and grown in a 15 gallon container. Tree species shall be 
selected from the Gainesville tree list with estimated size at maturity at least as 
large as the tree being replaced. All trees sfl:all l'l:a7/e 8ft average height of eight 
teet at the time off)lantiRg. Hovfe¥er, trees at least 7~4 feet iB l'l:eight at the time of 
f*anting are eligiBle for the f'lil'f'OSe of eetermming the awrage height of all trees. 

Tree planting and mulching specifications. Trees should be planted in holes at 
least twice the diameter of the rootball. The final level of the newly planted tree 
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Tree planting and mulching specifications. Trees should be planted in holes at 
least twice the diameter of the rootball. The final level of the newly planted tree 
should place the root-trunk union between .5 and 1.5 inches above grade. Mulch 
should be no deeper than 1 inch over the top of the rootball. A tree ring to hold 
water in place should be constructed to overlap the meeting of the edge of the 
rootball and surrounding soil. This tree ring and an area 1 foot outside it should 
be covered with 4 inches of mulch. PlBHts may be installed <:luring the peria<:l af 
the year mast apprapriate far planting the particular species. lfth:is aptian requires 
that same ar all af the landscaping be plaRte<:l at a time after the issuanee af a 
certificate af acctif1ancy, the <:lev;elaper sfiall past a perfermaace bond sufficient to 
pay the casts af the required, but not yet installed, landsca:Ping befare the 
certificate shall be issued. 

Utility and landscaping compatibility. Lighting fixtures. transformer boxes, fire 
hydrants, power, cable television or telephone lines, sewer or water pipes, or any 
other existing or proposed utilitv facilities and associated appurtenances, shall be 
located and designed to provide adequate service in the presence of landscape 
materials when such landscape reaches maturity. Reasonable efforts shall be made 
to install utility service without impacting existing trees. Excavation to install 
utility services shall remain at least 5 feet outside the root plate of any existing 
high guality heritage tree. Lighting fixtures shall be located a minimum of 10 feet 
from all reguired shade trees. Lighting fixtures, pawer, caele tele>"lision ar 
telephone lines, sewer or 'NB:ter :Pipes, ar any ather exiting or proposed aveffiea<:l 
ar underground utility service, sfiall be laeated ana designed to previae adequate 
sef¥ice in the flresenee of laadsca:Pe materials when sHch landsca:Pe reaches 
maturity. Far existing mamre trees, reasonaBle efforts shall be made te install 
utility service vl:ithoHt removing SHch trees. No shade tree that exceeds 40 feet in 
height at maturity shall be placed within 15 feet of any overhead utility. Fire 
hydrant connections and building fire connections shall not be obstructed by plant 
material, nor shall dangerous plants such as Spanish bayonet be located within 15 
feet of such facilities. Small, low-growing shrubs (ten 10 inches or less in height) 
may be planted to soften the visual impact of these facilities, provided that the 
necessary access to such facilities is maintained. 

Native trees. At least 75 percent of trees on the required landscape plan should be 
native species. Cultivars of native trees are considered native species. In arder ta 
satisfy the requirements af this section, at least 50 fleFeent af the tetal m:tmBer of 
trees shall ee nati-ve species selected fram the Gaines¥ille Tree List for all 
develoflment appro·1al issued before Jooe 10, 1995. On or after June 11, 1995, 75 
percent of the number of total trees shall be native species. 

Environmental suitability. The use and location of all landscaping materials shall 
be compatible with the soil and light needs of the proposed plant material. At the 
time of the required pre-purchase on-site inspection with the city manager or 
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designee, substitution of plant species may be approved due to environmental 
unsuitabilitv of the specified plant materials or due to existing infrastructure 
conditions on the site. If changes will occur for more than 25 percent of the trees 
on the site, then the changes must be red-lined on the plans on file with the 
community development and building inspections departments. Tree substitutions 
should be for trees that reach the same maximum height at maturity. 

(7) The use of grass, lawn, or turf shall be minimized to conserve water. All sod shall 
be inspected prior to purchase and installation and shall be certified as free of 
noxious weeds by the Florida Department of Agriculture and ColflHRlftity 
Consumer Services, Division of Plant Industry. All landscaped areas not covered 
with vegetation shall be covered with organic mulches. No plastic surface covers 
shall be used. 

(8) \Valls, fences and berms. All required wails shall be of solid masonry 
eoaswetioa and shall ha-ve a m:immum height of six feet, aad shall be installed in 
sueh a manner so as not to dismrb ~stir:tg ¥egetatioa or the eharaeter of the 
buffer strip. FeHees shall be opaque and eoasweted to a height of six feet of 
f1ressure treated ·:.read. Feases and walls shall be sereeaed oa easb. side ia 
amounts equalling one third or more of the faee of the fease. A berm may be 
substitated for a wall if the berm attains at least four feet and has fllant material of 
at least two feet. No berm shall have a slope of greater than one to three. 

Replacement of dead material. All trees planted in compliance with an approved 
development plan or as mitigation for the removal of regulated trees shall be maintained in 
good health. Within 6 months of a determination by the city manager or designee that a 
required tree or plant is dead or severely damaged or diseased, the tree or plant shall be 
replaced by the owner in accordance with the standards in section 30-256. If replacement 
trees die repeatedly, the city manager or designee may require that additional high quality 
shade trees be planted on the site. Within six months of a determiaatioa by the cmmty 
forester, eity arborist or other eity designated qualified speeialist, that a required tree or 
plant is dead or se~·erely damaged or diseased, the tree or plant shall be Fefllaeed by the 
ovmerl-de¥elof1er ia aecordanee vfith the staadards speeified in this artiele. 

Pruning. All trees may be pruned to maintain shape and promote their shade-giving 
qualities and to remove diseased or dying portions in areas where falling limbs could be a 
hazard to people or propertv. Tree pruning shall be done in accordance with the most 
current version of the American National Standard for Tree Care Operations "Tree. Shrub 
and Other Woody Plant Maintenance" (ANSI A300) and "Pruning. Trimming. Repairing. 
Maintaining, and Removing Trees. and Cutting Brush-Safety Reguirements"(ANSI 
Z133). No more than 25 percent of the crown should be removed at one time. On young 
trees, limb removal shall leave no more than 33 percent of the trunk bare of branches. So 
that shade trees can grow with sturdy structure, the top branch or leader shall not be 
removed. Hooks shall not be used to climb trees unless the tree is being taken down. 
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Mature trees overgrowing vehicular use areas shall be pruned to allow the passage of 
2 emergency vehicles. Excessive pruning, pollarding, or pruning of trees into round balls of 
3 crown or branches, which results in an unnecessary reduction of shade and promotes weak 
4 branch attachments is prohibited. If the city manager or designee finds same additional 
5 shade trees shall be required to be planted on the site on up to an inch-for-ince basis. All 
6 trees may be pruned to maintain shape and promote their shade giving qualities. They 
7 shoeld be pnmed to remove diseased or dying portions in areas where falling limbs coeld 
8 be a hazard to people or property. Lov.r.er limbs may be removed to provide clearance for 
9 pedestrians. In addition, trees located in association with y.'Ohicelar ese areas shall also be 

10 pnmed to allow a seven foot clearance from grol:iild level to a-"foid potential for damage 
11 or iRju.ry to both pedestrians and vefticles, Etfter they have adapted to the site. Mature trees 
12 overgrmv.ng drivevlays shollld be pruned to allow the passage of emergency Yfehicles. 
13 Hov.'e"fer, the E*:cessi·;e pruning or pollarding of trees into round balls of crown or 
14 branches, \\rfti.eh reslllts in an unnecessary reduction of shade, shall be prohibited, and 
15 may re(jllire sepplemental plantings. All pf'lifling sftall be done following the lilllerican 
16 National Standard fer Tree Care Operations "Tree, Sh..-ub and Other Vloody Plant 
17 Maintenance Standard Practices." 
18 

19 Section 10. Existing Section 30-266 of Article VIII. Environmental Management, 
20 Division 2. Landscape and Tree Management, Stormwater Management and Water/Wastewater 
21 Connection Policies, Subdivision I. Landscape and Tree M anagement, of the Land Development 
22 Code is deleted in its entirety as follows: 
23 

24 See. 30 ]{;{;. E~elud:ed areas. 
25 

26 The follovfing O*cleded areas as referred to in this sl:lbdivision: 

27 Commence at the so1:1tl¥.vest corner of the intersection ofN.E. 2nd Avenee and N.E. 3rd 
28 Street as the point of beginning; thenee run soeth along the west right of ·.vay line of said 
29 N.E. 3rd Street to its intersection with the soeth right of ·nay liae of East Unh•ersity 
30 k;eooe; thence run east along said soeth right of v.<ay liae to its intersectioa vfith a 
31 aortherly eJaensioa of the centerline of Sv~eetv;ater "Branch; theace run South along said 
32 centerline to its intersection with an easterly eJaensioa of the aortB: right of v;ay of S .B. 
33 2nd Place; thenee run v.<est along said easterly ~ension and the north right of 'Nay line 
34 of said S.E. 2ad Plaee to its intersectioa vAth the nertherly eJaeasion of the east property 
35 line ofLot I of Oak Hall Plat, as recorded ia Deed Book "Q", pages 342 and 343 of the 
36 Pl:lblic Records of Alachua Cmmty, Florida; theooe nm sol:lth aloag said nertherly 
37 ~easioa and along the east line ef said Let 1 te the north line of Lot 7 of said 
3 8 subdivisioa; thenee run '•\<est a distance of 12 feet mere or less; theaee roo soeth parallel 
39 to the east line efLets 7, 8, 11 and 12 of said Oak Hall Plat to the oorth right of way liae 
40 ef S.E. 4th A·;enee; thence run v.<est aloag said north right of way line to its intersection 
41 with the east right of way line ofS.W. 1st Street; thence run north along said east right 
42 of way line to its iatersection with the soeth right of way liae of S.W. 3rd A·;enue; 
43 theace run v.<est aloag said sol:lth right of way line te its interseetion with a soetherly 
44 eJaension of the east right ef v.<ay line of S.W. 2nd Street; thence nm aerth along said 
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1 east right of way line to its intersection with the so1:1th right of Waj' of S.W. 2nd lc;emre; 
2 theooe run v;est along said so1:1th rigftt of Vl~' line to its illtersection with a sol:ltherly 
3 extension offl:le east right of "•Vaj' line of S.W. 3rd Street; thence nmnortfl: along said 
4 sol:lfl:lerly ~aension Bl1El fl:le east right of way line of S.W. 3rd Street to its intersection 
5 ·.vith: the so1:1th right of way lme of West University ."welll:le (also kno'>vn as State Road 
6 No. 26); thellCe run north to the north right of ·.v-ay line of said V.lest University lALVelll:le 
7 lying also at a poiRt on the east right of Vl-ay line ofN.W. 3rd Street, theooe fl:lfi llOrtherly, 
8 follow~.ng the east right of 'Hay liRe of said N.W. 3rd Street to the so1:1theast corner of 
9 N.W. 3rd Street aftd N.W. 2ftd }z;elll:le; theRce run east aloRg the so1:1th right of v;ay line 

10 ofN.\V. 2Rd Aven1:1e to its illtersectioR with the east right of way line of North MaiR 
11 Street (also known as State Road No. 329); theRce run north along said east right of ·;;ay 
12 liRe to the sol:ltheast corner of said North Main Street and N.E. 3rd A·;elll:le; thence run 
13 east aloHg the sol:lth: right of way line ofN.E. 3rd ."wefll:le to the \Vest right of way liRe of 
14 N.E. 1st Street; thence run so1:1th along said west right of •Nay line ofN.E. 1st Street to its 
15 intersection '•vith: the sol:lth: right of ·.vay line ofN.E. 2Rd }z;emre; tfteRce run east aloHg 
16 said so1:1th right of v;ay liRe to the somh·west corner ofN.E. 2Hd l .. •l-emre and N.E. 3rd 
17 Street, being the point of beginning. 

18 CENTRAL CITY DISTRICT LANDSCl .. PE EXEMPT AREt\. 

19 Note to Codifier: Please delete the map that appears under this heading. 

20 Section 11. A new Section 30-257 is created in Article VIII. Environmental 
21 Management, Division 2. Landscape and Tree Management, Stormwater Management and 
22 Water/Wastewater Connection Policies, Subdivision I. Landscape and Tree Management, of the 
23 Land Development Code for the Gainesville Tree List and the existing Gainesville Tree List is 
24 amended as follows: 
25 

26 Sec. 30-257. Gainesville tree list. 
27 
28 (See Attachment "A" to this ordinance. Note to Codifier: Please insert Attachment "A" 
29 into new Section 30-257.) 
30 
31 Section 12. Section 30-310(a) and section 30-311(c)(2)b of Article VIII. Environmental 
32 Management, Division 4. Relief and Enforcement of the Land Development Code of the City of 
33 Gainesville, is amended as stated below. Except as amended herein, the remainder of Sections 
34 3 0-31 0 and 30-311 remain in full force and effect. 
35 

36 Sec. 30-310. Relief for reasonable or beneficial use. 

37 (a) Landscape and tree management. As regards the provisions of the landscape and tree 
management sections of this article: 38 

39 

40 

(1) Generally. Ia addition to the relief provisions of this eh:apter, and pmsl:laflt to the 
teRBs of artiele X, tJertaining to the board of adj1:1stmeRt, the board of adjmKmellt 
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I may grant varianees te t:Ae lB:BEiseape and tree management seetiens, based en 
2 demonstrated haroshif>, te the minimum 20 percent ef areas de:veted te landscape 
3 materials requirement ef seetion 3 0 251. 

4 ~ill Preserving existing trees. The preservation of any existing regulated tree identified 
5 on the Ggainesville +tree :blist as being a high gualitv shade species may be 
6 considered as a basis for the granting of a variance pursuant to the procedures 
7 established in article X. 
8 

9 Sec. 30~311. Violations, enforcement and penalty. 
10 

11 
12 
13 

14 

15 

16 
17 
18 

19 

20 
21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
26 

27 

28 
29 

30 

31 
32 

33 

34 

35 
36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

(c) Landscape and tree management. As regards the provisions of the landscape and tree 
management sections: 

(2) Performance standards for regulated trees shall be as follows: 

a. 

b. 

Purpose. In order to assist the enforcing official, the code enforcement 
board and/or appropriate judicial forum in remedying a violation of the 
landscape and tree management sections of this article and ordering 
appropriate corrective action against any violation of these sections, there 
are adopted the following performance standards which meet the 
objectives ofthese sections. 

Minimum requirements. 

I. 

2. 

A tree that was established in compliance with a development 
order but which has been removed from the site or has died must 
be replaced with a tree that meets the requirements of Sec. 30-
257(b). The species should be the same as specified on the 
approved landscaping plan. If a different species is desired, it must 
fill the required function - for example, a small flowering tree 
cannot replace a high quality shade tree. Whenever required street 
trees are removed to allow for infrastructure improvement projects 
along a street, they shall be replaced by the entity responsible for 
the improvement project. To refllace a regl:llated tree, a miflimum 
tree--ef thFee mches in diameter and 14 feet in heigi:lt when planted 
is sillfieient, llllless sueh a tree 'lfOl:lld be unreasonable llllder t:8e 
eireumstanees, in v.hieh e'lent a smaller ·1ariety of flO'tvering tree 
may be allowed pre¥ided such tree is a mimmum of twe inches in 
diameter 8ftEi ten feet in height when planted. 

High quality heritage trees shall be used as mitigation trees for any 
trees that were removed without a permit. Mitigation trees should 
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be planted on site in all the locations that would be required by 
code to bring the landscaping into compliance with current 
standards have been filled. The remainder of the mitigation trees 
may, as determined by the city manager or designee. be established 
on other appropriate sites within the city limits or may be given to 
the city tree-planting program. All Fegt:Hatea trees shall be replacea 
by parki:Bg let tfees fram the GaiaesYille Tree List, with the 
exoeptiaa af piaes ana palms, whieh are not a:Uavrea a:s 
replact-"ffiel'lt trees. Hawe•1er, ather varieties aftrees from the list af 
sha:d:e trees ma:y be asea whea requestea by the vialatar; praviaea, 
fu:rt:her, in no event sha:ll Jline ar palm trees be allav.r.ea as 
replacement tfees. 

All replacement or mitigation trees shall be nursery-grown trees. 
They may be balled and burlapped, tree spaded or containerized. 

Replacement or mitigation trees shall be located in approximately 
the same location as the regulated tree that has died or has been 
removed from the site, unless such location does not meet utility 
separation requirements or would conflict with other requirements 
in the chapter wat:Ha be unreasanable anaer the cireumsta:aces, in 
which event the location shall be determined by the city manager 
or designee enfurcing afficial ar ather approJlriate baay. 

Replacement or mitigation trees sha:ll may only be Fequirea ta be 
planted during the months ofNovember through March, unless the 
trees are containerized or the site is served by an automatic 
irrigation system. 

The total sum of the caliper inches of replacement or mitigation 
trees shall equal, at a minimum, to the total sum of the caliper 
inches of the regulated trees which were illegally removed without 
a permit. If a tree removed without a permit was a heritage tree, 
then the required mitigation shall be double what is required as in 
mitigation in Section 30-254. 

37 Section 13. Appendix A. Special Area Plans, Section 3. Special Area Plan for College 
38 Park of the Land Development Code of the City of Gainesville, is amended as stated below. 
39 Except as amended herein, the remainder of Appendix A. Special Area Plans, Section 3. Special 
40 Area Plan for College Park remains in full force and effect. 
41 

42 Exhibit B. College Park Special Area Plan 
43 

44 Build-to Line. 
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1 

2 Intent. The intent of a build-to line is to define the relationship between the-jffill 
3 the building facade and close to the street and streetside sidewalk. The distance between 
4 the buildings and the street edge should preserve the neighborhood as a place sheltered by 
5 large trees. By doing so, building Building facades along a block face will should be 
6 aligftea arranged to form a street edge that frames the public realm, while retaining 
7 sufficient width for people to walk, and sufficient space to provide formal landscape 
8 created by street trees. The street edge shapes the public realm to provide a sense of 
9 comfort and security for the public space. Buildings pulled up to the street sidewalk have 

10 more of a human scale, and allow for the construction of canopies which create shade and 
11 shield the pedestrian from wet weather. 

12 In general, the goal of a commercial build-to line should be that the width of the street 
13 corridor (as measured by opposing building facades) and the height of the buildings shall 
14 be at least a ratio of 1:1 to 3:1. (The width should be no more than 3 times the height). 

15 

16 Standard. A build-to line range is specified by building lot type. 

17 Stoops, stairs, chimneys, and bay windows are allowed to extend beyond the build-to line 
18 as long as they do not exceed more than 25 percent of the front fas;ade, provide a 
19 minimum 10' setback from the center of tree to any architectural feature, meet utility 
20 separation requirements, and do not encroach into the public right-of-way. Open porches, 
21 projecting signs, balconies, arcades, and awnings and outdoor cafes may also extend 
22 beyond the build-to line. However, at least 5 feet of unobstructed sidewalk width and 
23 room for aey: the required street trees tree strip must be retained. 

25 Tete! ~'lumber e.f Trees Required Developing or redt¥1eloping properties are 
26 required to pro·li:de shade trees hased oB: the lot's private outdoor spaee. The property 
27 OVRI:er is also required to impro:r;e tM aajaceBt tJuhlic right of way to the staR<iard set hy 
28 the Speeial Area Plan and City Manager or designee. 

29 Three trees ineluding at least 2 shade trees are required for every 1 ,200 square feet of 
30 private outdoor space on the lot. 
31 

32 Parldag lots other than single family driviwrays shall l'fleet t:Be landseatJe requiremeB:ts 
33 specified in the Lan<l Developl'fleBt Code. Street huffer yards requirements specified iB: 
34 the Land Development Code shall also be met. StJaeing of street trees shall be as set forth: 
35 helow. The front huffer requirements may he modified or reduced if the huild to lifte 
36 estahlished hy t:Be City Manager or designee or th:e appropriate Fevievrd'i-g hoard pFecludes 
3 7 or reduees the froB:t huffer area. Tree StJaeiag shall he in aecordanee vlith the right of ·.vay 
38 planting requiremeB:ts rather than the UBderlying huffer requiremeB:ts. 
39 
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E~fistieg trees on the lot an£:1 Oft the adjacent s>1f8:les may count toward the total n1llllBef' of 
trees required. The City Manager or £:iesignee shall approve which ~istieg trees may 
count to"t¥afds the total required trees. 

Street Trees. Street trees intended to provide pedestrian shade shall be located in 
the right of way s·~t<ale or near the si£:ievf8:lk on the pri•1ate property. The City prefers 
street trees betwi:!en sure and side\valk but recognizes that utilities or space constraints 
may dictate 1:hat street trees shall in some eases be required to ee loeate£:1 instead Oft 

pri7fate property behind the sidewalk. 

Co:l1lftl:ereial an£:1 mi~fe£:1 use streets (such as University AveBUe) shall have shade trees 
planted w+t:h an average spacing of35 feet on cemer. Trees are not required when arcades 
and colonnades are present. 

14 Reside&tial Streets shall have shade trees planted an average spacing of30 feet on center. 

15 

16 Qu91-it)' 9/Trees. All trees phmte£:1 shall be Florida Gmcle #1 or better, wi1:8 a truBk 
17 caliper of at least 2 inches in a 25 galle& container. Species mu:st be efl:oseB &om 1:he list 
18 of trees in 1:he Approved Tree List in the Land De7relopment Code. Eaefl: shade tree shall 
19 have a minimum root area of 140 sqUftfe feet at or below grade. The minimum root space 
20 requireme&t caB be met ey usi&g soil materials that are engineered to accommo£:iate root 
21 gro•Nth under hardseape. 

22 Urban Regulations For New 
23 Construction--Type! 

24 Instructions. This building type includes shopfronts, offices, apartments or mixed-use buildings 
25 with apartments. 

26 

27 Building Placement. 

28 

29 
30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

1. Shopfront and Office buildings 0 feet to 12 feet from the front property line, 0 feet 
to 10 feet from the side street property line. The ~ity Mmanager, designee or 
appropriate board shall set build-to line location to ensure enough room for 
sidewalks, utilities, and required street trees. and appropriate street trees on 
&arrow rights of 7•¥-ay- If the block is only one lot deep, new buildings should be 
oriented towards the street of greater hierarchy, known as the Primary Frontage 
Street. 

37 Encroachments. 

38 

39 

40 

1. Balconies shall be permitted to encroach forward of the build-to line':' but must not 
interfere with the expected canopy of the required shade trees at 20 years as 
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specified on the gainesville tree list. This shall apply to balcony construction 
regardless of its location on the property (front, rear or sides.) Balconies shall be 
a minimum of 9 feet above grade and 18 inches behind the face of the curb. 

Stoops and open porches shall be permitted to encroach forward of the build-to 
line, and shall not encroach into the public right-of-way. 

For encroachment of balconies into the public right-of-way, permission (such as 
an easement or other appropriate property right) is required from the public entity 
responsible for right-of-way. 

There shall be no encroachment in the area reserved for the tree root plate of any 
tree. 

15 Urban Regulations For New 
16 Construction-Type II 

17 Instructions. This building type includes houses, apartments or townhouses. 

18 

19 Building Placement. 

20 

21 

22 
23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Townhouses and Apartments: 10 feet to 20 feet from the front property line, 5 feet 
to 1 0 feet from the streetside property line for the end unit. The City Manager, 
designee or appropriate reviewing board shall set build-to line location to ensure 
enough room for sidewalks, utilities, and required street trees. appropriate street 
trees Oil RaiTov; rights of 'N-ay. Rowhouse lot widths may be as narrow as the 
rowhouse. 

Houses: 5 feet to 25 feet from property line, 5 feet to 10 feet from the side 
property line. City staff shall set build-to line location to ensure enough room for 
sidewalks. utilities. and required street trees. appropiiate street trees Oil RaiTOW 
rights of way. 

Accessory structures shall be a minimum of 5 feet from rear property line and 8 
feet from side property line unless more space is necessary to provide a required 
adjacent use buffer or meet utility separation requirements. 

37 Urban Regulations For New 
38 Construction-Type III 

39 Instructions. This building type includes houses. 

40 
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1 Building Placement. 

2 

3 2. 
4 

5 

6 

7 

8 3. 
9 

10 
11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

Houses: .S. Five feet to 25 feet from property line, 5 feet to lQ feet fFoHi the side preperty 
lifle. The city manager. designee or awropriate reviewing board shall set build-to line 
location to ensure enough room for sidewalks, utilities, and required street trees. and 
appropriate street trees on BBHO'N rights of 'Nay. 

Accessory structures shall be a minimum of .S. five feet from rear property line and & five 
feet from side property line unless more space is necessary to provide a required adjacent 
use buffer or to meet utility separation requirements. 

Plant List 
Landseape Regulations for New Constmction and Renovation Plaming on Puhlic 

and Private Property 

LfH'ge TFees: 

UlHius alata (Winged ElHi) 

Yellow fall color 

Quereus sffiHnardii (Shumard Oak) 

Scarlet fall color 

Magnolia gmndiflora (Soutliem Magnolia) 

t;v:ergFeen 

Quereus 'lirgmiana (Li'le Oak) 

Evergreen 

Jvkdilfi'H Tr=ees: 

Acer rubrum (R-ed :Maple) 

Red fall color, red spring flowers 

Ostraya virginiana (lrow.vood) (Hop Hornbeam)* 

Yellow mH eolor 

Small Trees: 
Pfli:ffi:ls aBgl:lstifolia or P. umbellata (\\'ild Plum) 

White flm.vers iH early spring, sUfllly or part shade 

Osmanthus americanus (Wild Olive)* 

Evergreen, shady sites 

LagestroeHiia indica cv. Natche:z ('.Vl~.ite Crape Myrtle) 

White flovl'ers, yellow fall color 

Hedge (Sun): 

IleJf voHiitoria nana (Dwarf Yal:lpon Holly) 
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1 Especially eultivar 8ehillings Dwarf 

2 Hedge (Shade): 
3 Rhododemon indieum 

4 Cultivars (rial)' in height) 

5 

6 * Indicates availaeility may be limi-ted. 

7 

8 In the tree planting programs in College Park, ~e City of Gaines·tille PafiEs Division vrill 
9 use the trees suggested in this section. 

10 

11 Section 14. Appendix A. Special Area Plans, Section 4. Special Area Plan for 
12 Traditional City of the Land Development Code of the City of Gainesville, is amended as stated 
13 below. Except as amended herein, the remainder of Appendix A. Special Area Plans, Section 4. 
14 Special Area Plan for Traditional City remains in full force and effect. 
15 

16 

17 
18 

Exhibit B. - Special Area Plan for the Traditional City Area 
Minimum Development Standards 

19 (p) Fences. Landscaping. 
20 

21 

22 
23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

(1) 

(2) 

ln1ent. In the Traditional City area, landscaping should be used both to soften the 
"hardness" of the urban area for ~e pedestrian and make t:he pedestrian feel more 
cofflffirtaele by pro7:iding shade, redueing glare and helping to fonn public 
spaces, "outdoor rooms," and street corridor edges. Such fonnality oflandseaping 
adds digni-ty to the Tradi-tional City area. 

Standard. 

a. 

b. 

When installed, landscaping froating oa a street must be aligned to 
provide a pleasant pedestrian atmosphere. Landscaping f:Hijacent to 
existing and proposed street sidewalks must be foFmallandscaping and 
inelude shade trees and hedges t:hat help to frame and defme the public 
space. When installed, large shade street trees reaching at least 4 0 feet in 
height at maturity must be planted at ao more than: 4 0 foot iBtef·rals along 
streets. 

For commercial de7telopmeat, t:he spacing shall be desigB:ed to avoid 
obscuring eatranees and building sigas. 

Chain link fences, barbed wire, line-voltage electrified wire, and razor 
wire fences are prohibited. The city manager or designee may waive the 
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prohibition on barbed wire or electrified fences due to public safety 
concerns. 

4 Section 15. Appendix A. Special Area Plans, Section 5. Special Area Plan for Central 
5 Corridors of the Land Development Code of the City of Gainesville, is amended as stated below. 
6 Except as amended herein, the remainder of Appendix A. Special Area Plans, Section 5. Special 
7 Area Plan for Central Corridors City remains in full force and effect. 
8 
9 

10 

11 

12 (d) 
13 
14 

15 

16 
17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

Exhibit B. Special Area Plan for the Central Corridors 
Minimum Development Standards 

Exceptions. Exceptions to these standards can be granted by the appropriate reviewing 
board, city manager or designee, upon a finding that either of the following criteria are 
met: 

I. 

2 

The proposed construction is consistent with the overall intent of the Central 
Corridors standards; or 

The applicant proves an undue hardship, owing to conditions peculiar to the land or 
structure and not the result of the action of the applicant, would result from strict 
adherence to these standards. 

23 In addition to the exceptions that may be granted above, exceptions to the build-to line may be 
24 granted to preserve a high quality heritage tree or to provide sufficient space for the required 
25 street trees, or if the proposed construction includes an existing structure which has been 
26 designated as a historic property or has historic significance because it is potentially eligible for 
27 listing on the national or local register, and maintaining a viewshed of the existing historic 
28 structure is in the public interest. 
29 

30 (k) Build-to line. 
31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 
39 

40 

41 

42 

(1) Intent. The intent of the build-to line is to fH:Hl the define the relationship between 
the building facade close to and the street and streetside sidewalk. The distance 
between the buildings and the street edge should preserve the neighborhood as a 
place sheltered by large trees. Because of the transitional nature of these 
corridors, the build-to line is more flexible than in the Traditional City. The build
to line allows new buildings to be aligned with existing buildings, or, in the 
future, allows a building to be built in front of the building and allows this future 
building to abut the streetside sidewalk. Over time, buildingfacades along a block 
face should be aligned to form a street edge that frames the public realm, while 
retaining sufficient width for people to walk, and sufficient space to provide a 
formal landscape created by street trees. Over time, the intent is to pull building 
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facades close to the street and streetside sidewalk, frame a comfortable public 
realm, and prevent overly large setbacks. 

Overly large setbacks are inconvenient and unpleasant for pedestrians. They can 
significantly increase walking distances from the public sidewalk. They prevent 
the pedestrian on the public sidewalk from enjoying building details and activity 
within the building. Similarly, overly large setbacks contribute to sign 
proliferation and visual blight because a building set back a large distance often 
needs to "shout," with signs, at passing motorists, transit users, bicyclists and 
pedestrians in order to be noticed. Buildings pulled up to the street sidewalk have 
more of a human scale and allow for the construction of canopies which shield the 
pedestrian from wet weather. 

(2) Standard. The build-to line shall be that which achieves the above-stated intent, as 
determined by the appropriate reviewing board, city manager or designee, and 
shall apply even if the facade faces a street outside of the overlay affected area. 
Building walls along a street that is not within the overlay affected area that are 
entirely more than 250 feet from the regulated corridor shall be exempt from the 
Build-to Line standard. If a portion of the wall along a street is within 250 feet, all 
of the wall is affected by the standard. In most instances, the build-to line shall be 
80 feet from the curb or edge of pavement for at least 70 percent of the building 
facade. Factors to be considered for variations to this build-to line shall be as 
follows: 

• When considering a closer build-to line, the buildingfacade shall, in most 
instances, be no closer than 14 feet from the curb or edge of pavement along an 
arterial, 12 feet along a collector, and 11 feet along a local street, in order to leave 
space for adequate sidewalks, required utility separations and street trees tree 
strips (see Map A). 

• When the proposed building is adjacent to existing buildings on an 
abutting property the facade shall, in most instances, be built at the facade of the 
adjacent building closest to the street, or the 80-foot build-to line, whichever is 
closer to the street. In all cases, however, space shall be created for street trees of 
high quality species on private property or in the public right-of-way. 

38 Section 16. Appendix A. Special Area Plans, Section 6. Special Area Plan for University 
39 Heights of the Land Development Code of the City of Gainesville, is amended as stated below. 
40 Except as amended herein, the remainder of Appendix A. Special Area Plans, Section 6. Special 
41 Area Plan for University Heights remains in full force and effect. 
42 

43 Exhibit A. Special Area Plan for University Heights 
44 
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IV. General Provisions 

L. 
Total Number of Trees Required 

De•telopiag er redevelopiag properties are requires te provide shade tfees bases 
en the lot's private olltdoor spaee. The prepefty ew.ner is alse re'tllired to impro-..<e 
the adj aeeBt pl:iblie right ef ·.vay te the standard set by the ~pecial Area Plan and 
City Manager or designee 

Three trees incmdiag at least 2 shade trees are required fer e¥eey 1,200 sq ft of 
private e1:1tdeer space ea the let. 

PIH'kiag lets etHer tktm siagle family dri'.<e>tvays shall :meet the landscape 
requiremeats specified in tfte Land Develepmeat Code. ~treet b1:1ffcr yards 
require:meats specified in the Land De¥elepmefit Cede shall alse be :met. ~pacing 
of street trees shall be as set fertft belmv. The front b1:1ffer reqrnrements HMfj' be 
modified or reduced if the b1:1ild to line established by the City Manager or 
designee er tfte appropriate reviewiag beard preemees er reduces tke frent buffer 
area. Tree spacmg shall · be in aecordance with the riget of v;ey planting 
requirements rather than the l:Hlderlying bliffer requiremefits. 

EJtisting trees on the lot a.n<l on the adjaeent s'wales may cooot tovmrd the total 
H:WBber of trees reqaires. The City Manager or designee shall af)prove whice 
eKisting tfees may count to•;;ards the total re'tllired trees. 

~treet Trees 

~tfeet trees intended to provide pedestrian shade R'la)' he located in tfte rigHt ef 
w-a-y s-vrale or aear the side'W8lk en the private property. The City prefers stfeet 
trees between rurb ana side·Nalk bl:it recogaizes that litilities 0£ space constraints 
may sietate that st:Feet trees sean sometimes be required insteae on private 
property behind the sidewalk. 

33 CeB.'IIHereial 9:l.l6 miJtes 1:1se st:reeis (sacs as University AveBlie) shall have shade 
34 trees plantes with an a7temge spaeing of 3 5 ft on center. Trees are not requires 
35 v.rften. arcades and celennades are present. 

36 

37 R-esisential ~tfeets skall eave shase trees planted an average spacing of 30 ft en 
38 center. 

39 Section 17. Division 12. Tree Board of Appeals and Division 13. Tree Advisory Board, 
40 Chapter · 2 Administration, Article V. Boards, Commissions and Committees, of the Code of 
41 Ordinances ofthe City of Gainesville, are amended as stated below. Except as amended herein, 
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the remainder of Division 12 and Division 13, remains in full force and effect. 

2 DIVISION 12. TREE BOARD OF APPEALS 

3 Sec. 2-430.16 Creation; composition; appointment; term of members; filing of vacancies. 

4 

5 (a) The tree board of appeals shall consist of three members nominated by the tree advisory 
board and appointed by the city commission. Any candidate for the tree board of appeals 
shall be qualified in arboriculture. The board is authorized to hear appeals from any 
order, decision, or determination to remove dangerous or dead trees whieh is made by the 
city arborist manager or designee with respect to the removal of trees, documentation 
regarding failure to protect trees during development and construction, or the 
determination/interpretation of the tree appraised value with respect to the mitigation 
requirements for heritage trees. Appeals shall be filed with the city arborist. manager or 
designee The tree board of appeals shall apply standards and considerations found in 
section 30-254 and 30-254.1 of the Land Development Code and shall have authority to 
decide any question involving the interpretation of the city arborist's manager or 
designee's order. Each member shall be appointed for a term of three years and shall 
remain in office until a successor ha5 been appointed and qualified. Vacancies shall be 
filled for the unexpired term of any member whose office becomes vacant. Terms shall 
expire on January 1 of the year the term expires. 

6 
7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 
13 
14 

15 

16 
17 

18 
19 

20 

21 DIVISION 13. TREE ADVISORY BOARD 
22 

23 Sec. 2-430.33. Duties. 

24 The duties of the tree advisory board shall include: 

25 

26 

27 
28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

To act as the technical information collector/exchange forum on tree issues where 
citizens need coordination of information from varied sources. 

To clarify tree regulations that exist in the city's codes and ordinances and make 
them known to city residents. 

To act on referrals from the city commission. 

To guide the creation of a master tree plan for the city. 

To assist in the development of the goals and objectives for the city's 
comprehensive plan with respect to trees and to review proposed changes to the 
Land Development Code regarding tree and landscape regulations. 

To advise all departments of the city on tree issues. 
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To communicate general tree information and develop tree projects that would 
benefit the community. 

To serve on the tree board of appeals (three of the five members will be 
recommended by the tree advisory board for appointment by the city 
commission). 

(9) To determine species that qualify as high quality heritage trees, and to maintain a 
list of ratings that identify the relative value of trees in the urban forest for the 
purpose of calculating tree appraised value. 

(10) To establish monetary values for trees as necessary to calculate tree appraised 
value, mitigation payment and other payments required for regulated trees. 

11 Section 18. It is the intention of the City Commission that the provisions of Sections 1 
12 through 17 of this ordinance shall become and be made a part of the Code of Ordinances of the 
13 City of Gainesville, Florida, and that the Sections and Paragraphs of this Ordinance may be 
14 renumbered or relettered in order to accomplish such intentions. 

15 Section 19. If any word, phrase, clause, paragraph, section or provision of this ordinance 
16 or the application hereof to any person or circumstance is held invalid or unconstitutional, such 
I 7 finding shall not affect the other provisions or applications of the ordinance whjch can be given 
18 effect without the valid or unconstitutional provisions or application, and to this end the 
19 provisions of this ordinance are declared severable. 

20 Section 20. All ordinances, or parts of ordinances, in conflict herewith are to the extent 
21 of such conflict hereby repealed. 

22 Section 21. This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon final adoption. 
23 However, this ordinance shall not apply to any application that is filed with and determined 
24 complete by the City prior to the effective date of this ordinance. 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this ___ day of _______ , 2013. 

ATTEST: 

KURT M. LANNON 

CLERK OF THE COMMISSION 
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CRAIG LOWE, MAYOR 

Approved as to form and legality 

NICOLLE M. SHALLEY 

CITY ATTORNEY 
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This Ordinance passed on first reading this ___ day of ________ _, 2013. 

This Ordinance passed on second reading this ___ day of---------' 2013. 
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Attachment A to Ordinance No. 090878 

Gainesville Tree List 
~ 

Urban OK Trees in 
M~im~m Est. Crown Avg. Spread High Qyali~ Under Street Natural Wet/ Retention 

Common Name Scientific Name Height (20 Year) (35 Year) Native Shade OHL Buffer Buffer Lot Gate Dry Basins 
Ash, Green Frsxinus pennsylvanica +&-' 60' 25' 50' X X X X X w X 

Ash, White Fraxinus americana -W0!-6....!l 30' 60' X X s X X Lrg 
Bay, Red Persea borbonia 6()! 40' 15' 25' X X X 

Bav. Swamo Persea oa/ustris 35' 15' 20' X lS '!/.. X 

Basswood Tilia caro/iniana 9()..! 5o.: 30' 55' X s X ~ X 

Birch, River Betula nigra 60!45' 25' 35' X X u X Med w X 

Blackgum Nyssa sylvatica 90!45' 25' 35' X X s X X Med X 

Boxelder Acer negundo 50' 30' 40' X X 

Buckeye, Red Aesculus pavia 40' 25' 10' 15' X X u X X 

Buckthorn, Carolina Rhamnus caroliniana 20' 10' 15' X X u X 

Bumelia Sideroxvlon tenax 20' 7' 12' Jl X u ~ 
Bumelia Silver Sideroxvlon alachuense 20' 7' 12' )!; X 11. X 

Catalpa, Southern Catalpa bignonoides 60' 20' 30' 
Cedar, Atlantic White Chamaecyparis thyoides 80'§: 15' 25' X X X 

Cedar, Eastern Red Juniperus virginiana 60' 15' 25' X X u X D 
Cedar, Southern Red Juniperus silicicola 60' 20' 30' X X 

Cherry-laurel Prunus caroliniana 40' 20' 20' X u X 

Chinese Pistachio Pistacia chinensis 6()! 50 25' 45' X !..!. 
Crabapple Malus angustifolia 4Q!... 25' 20' 20' X X 

Crape Myrtle Lagerstromia indica 35' 15' 25' X u Sm 
Cypress, Bald Taxodium distichum 400' 50' 20' 30' X X X u X Med w X 

Cypress, Pond Taxodium ascendens QQ' 50' 15' 20' X X X u X w X I 

Devil's-walkingstick Aralia spinosa 30' 10' 15' X X 

Dogwood, Flowerina Comus florida 4Q' 35' 25' 35' X X u X Sm 
Elm, Cedar Ulmus crass/folia 400' 60' 30' 50' X X s X X Lrg 
Elm, Chinese <Drake) Ulmus paMfolia CV. Drake 60' 40' 30' 40' X s X Med 
Elm, Florida Ulmus americana floridana 8Q' 60' 30' 50' X X s X X Lrg 
Elm, Water Planers aquatics 25' 15' 20' ~ X X w X 

Elm, Winged Ulmus alata 65' 30' 60' X X s X X Med 
4Q! 2.()! ~ * lj 

Fringe Tree Chionanthus virginicus 30'25' 10' 20' X X X Sm X 
Fringe Tree, Chinese Chionanthus retusus 30' 15' 25' X .!..!. Sm 
,Hawthorn, Green Crstaegus viridis 25' 7' 10' X X X 

Hawthorn, Parsley Crataegus marshalii. 20' 7' 10' X X X X 

Hawthorn, May Crataegus aestiva/is ao·~ 10' 15' X X X Sm w 
Hawthorn Cocksour Crataeaus crus~alli 20' 7' 10' X X X 
Hawthorn 1-flrd Crataea_us uniflors 15' 7' 10' X l!. l!. 
Hercules Club Zanthoxvlum clava-hercults 50' 25' 40' X X 

Hickorv. Mockernut Carva tomentosa 45' 20' 30' X X §. X D 
Hickorv. Pig_nut Carva alabrs 55' 20' 30' X X s X 

Hickorv, Water CSrya aquatics .too' 40' 30' 50' X X w X 

Holly, American /lex opaca 00' 35' 15' 25' X X X u X Med 

1 
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~ 

Urban OK Trees in 
MaMiFI'Uim Est. Crown Avg. Spread High Quality Under ~ Natural Wet/ Retention 

Common Name Scientific Name Height (20 Year) (35 Year) Native Shade OHL Buffer Buffer Lot Gate Dry Basins 
Holly, dahoon flex cassine 40'30' 15' 25' X X X u X Sm w X 

1-t_ol!Y, East Palatka /lex x attenuata WE. Palatka" 00! 35' 20' 30' X X u X Sm 
Holly, Savannah, etc. /lex x attenuata varieties 50' 42: 15' 35' X X u X Sm 
Holly, Weepiog /lex vomitoria' Pendula' 35' 15' 25' ~ 1l 
Holly, Yaupon /lex vomitoria 20' 15' 20' X X u X 
Hop-hornbeam Ostry_a virgin/ana 35' 25' 35' X X X u X Sm 
Hornbeam Ca{TJinus caroliniana 35' 25' 35' X X u X Sm w X 
Jerusalem-thorn Parkinson/a aculeata 30' 25' 30' X 

Loblol]y Bay Gordonia lasianthus 60' 20' 35' X * X w 
Locust, Black Robin/a pseudoacacia 50' 20' 35' 
Locust, Honey G/editsla triacanthos 40' 20' 35' X X u X Sm 

Loquat Eriobotrya japonica 30' 20' 30' not recommended for planting 
Magnolia, Ash Magnolia ashei 20' 15' 20' X X Sm 
Magnolia, Oriental Magnolia spp. 25' 15' 25' u 
Magnolia, Southern Magnolia grandifloria 90' 20' 35' X X s X X Lrg 
Magnolia, Sweetbay Magnolia virginiana 8Q'55' 25' 40' X X w X 
Maple, Florida Acer barbatum (floridanum) 6()' 50' 25' 40' X X s X X Med 
Maple, Red Acerrubrum 8Q'55' 25' 40' X ~ Med w X 

Mulberry, Red Morusrubra 50' 25' 35' X X 

Oak, Basket Quercus michauxii .tOO' 6Jr 25' 40' X X s X X X 

Oak, Bluejack Quercus incana 6()' 40' 25' 30' X X u X D 
Oak, Bluff (local) Quercus austrina .tOO' 6JL 30' 60' X X s X X Lrg 
Oak, Diamondleaf Quercus laurifolia 100' 40' 60' X X 

Oak, Durand Quercus durandii 70 40' 60' X * 
Oak, Laurel Quercus hemisphaerica 100' 40' 60' X not recommended for planting 
Oak, Uve Quercus virginiana 80' 45' 80' X X s X X Lrg 
Oak, Post Quercus ste//ata 8Q' 60' 25' 40' X X X D 
Oak, Sand Live Quercus geminata 60' 30' 50' X X X X D 
Oak, Shumard Quercus shumardii 100' 30' 50' X s ~ X Lrg X 

Oak, Southern Red Quercus fa/cata .tOO' 65' 30' 50' X X s X X 

Oak, Turkey Quercus /aevis 60' 25' 40' X X X X 
Oak, White Quercus alba .tOO' 65' 20' 35' X §. X X Lrg 
Olive, Wild Osmanthus americanus 4Q'35' 20' 30' X X u Sm 
Palm, Cabbage Saba/ palmetto 80' 14' 12' X X Med w 
Palm, Date Phoenix spp. 60' 26' 24' 
Palm, Pindo Butia capltata 20' 14' 12' X 

Palm, Washington WashingJonia robusta 90' 12' 10' 
Pear, Bradford Pj'!US calleryana (Aristocrat) 40' 15' 20' X u Sm 
Pecan Carya i/linoiensis .tOO' 70' 35' 55' X s X 

Persimmon Diospyros virgin/ana 60' 15' 30' X X X X 

Pine, Loblolly Pinus taeda (rust res.) 110' 20' 30' X 

Pine, Longleaf Pinus palustris 90' 20' 30' X X u X Lg 
Pine, Pond Pinus serotina 90' 20' 30' X w X 

Pine, Shortleaf Pinus echinata 100' 15' 25' X 

Pine, Slash Pinus elliottii (rust res.) 100' 20' 30' X 

Pine, Spruce Pinus glabra ~·~ 25' 40' X u X X Med 
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Urban OK Trees in 
MaxiRHim Est. Crown Avg. Spread High Quali~ Under Street Natural WeU Retention 

Common Name Scientific Name Height (20 Yearl (35 Year) Native Shade OHL Buffer Buffer Lot Gate Dry Basins 
Plum, American Prunus americana 30' 20' 30' X X u X 

Plum, Chickasaw P. angustifolia 20' 15' 25' X X u X Sm 
Plum, Flatwoods Prunus umbel/eta 20' 15' 25' X X u X Sm 
Podocarpus Podocarpus macrophyl/a 40' 10' 15' 
Redbud Cercis canadensis 30' 25' 30' X u X Sm 
Rusty Blackhaw Viburnum rufidu/um 30' 15' 20' X u X Sm 
Sassafras Sassafras albidum 30' 10' 15' X X 
Silverbell (Two wino) Halesia diotera 25' 10' 15' X X u X X I 

Snowball American Stvrax americana 20' 10' 15' X X u X w X 
Soapberry Sapindus marginatus 35' 15' 20' X ! X 
Sparkleberry Tree Vaccinium arboreum 20' 10' 15' X ! X Sm 
Sugarberry Celtis /aevigata 100' 30' 50' X s X X 

Sweetaum Formosa Liquidambar formosana 40' 20' 30' X !)_ 

Sweetgum Liquidambar stvraciflua 100' 30' 50' X X w 
Sycamore Platanus occidentalis 100' 40' 60' X s X Lrg 
Tulip Tree Liriodendron tulipifsra 100 25' 40' X X s X Lrg w X 

Tupelo, Black Nyssa sylvatica 60' 20' 25' X ! X X 

Tupelo, Ogeechee Nyssa ogeche 60' 25' 40' X X w X 

Tupelo, Swamjl_ Nyssa biflora 60' 25' 40' X X w X 
Tupelo, Water Nyssa aquatics 60' 25' 40' X X w X 
Viburnum, Walter Viburnum obovatum 15' 10' 15' X X u X X 
Walnut, Black Jug/ans niara 50' 20' 25' X 
Xylosma ( Logwood) Xy/osma Congestum 15' 8' 12' 
Yew, Florida Tax us floridana 15' 8' 12' X X 

u Understory S shade trees in Street Buffer column 
Mature Urban Height refers to the expectation for trees planted in urban condition. 
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