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Landscaping and Tree Preservation 
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(Legistar No. 090878) 

 

Planning and Development Services 

5/2/13 
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Chronology 
 

Public hearing for CPB  2/25/10 
 

Public hearing for CC   5/6/10 
 

First draft of ordinance  2/21/11 
 

Perkins & Will workshops 11/8/11, 12/6/11, 1/17/12 
 

P&W final recommendations 3/19/12 
 

Workshop with BANCF et al 4/19/12 
 

Tree Advisory Board meeting 6/4/12, 7/16/12, 8/20/12 
 

1st reading of ordinance  5/2/13 
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Outline 
Definitions (Section 30-23) 
 

Subdivisions (Sections 30-180 thru 30-188) 
 

Development standards (Sections 30-251 thru 30-253.2) 
• General standards, exemptions, design principles 
• Landscaping for vehicular areas 
• Compatibility buffers 
• Street landscaping 
• Stormwater landscaping 

 

Tree removal and mitigation (Section 30-254) 
• Criteria for removal 
• Mitigation with developments 
• Mitigation on individual properties 
• Commercial tree removal permits 

 

Tree preservation (Section 30-255) 
 

Installation standards (Section 30-256) 
 

Enforcement (Sections 30-310 and 30-311) 
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Comprehensive Plan 
 

• Compatibility buffers – FLUE 4.2 
• Shading parking lots – COSE 3.1.2.b 
• Tree lined streets – UDE 1.1.1, COSE 3.1.4 
• Species diversity – COSE 3.1.2.c 
• Removal of invasives – COSE 3.1.2.d 
• Preservation of tree canopy – COSE 3.1 
• Protection of heritage trees – COSE 3.1.7 
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Underlying Goals 

1) Ensure viability of landscape trees: 
 Separation requirements from utilities 
 Minimum root room volume 
 Distance from buildings, balconies, light poles, etc. 

2) Design landscaping for urban development: 
 Compatibility buffer requirements (base on FLUE) 
 Street buffers, street trees, and tree wells 

3) Protect existing tree canopy: 
 Focus on high quality heritage trees 
 Update tree removal and mitigation requirements 

4) Account for current issues (solar projects) 
5) Update to reflect best practices 
6) Develop citywide landscaping provisions 
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Tree Mitigation During 
Development 

 High quality heritage trees mitigation payment 
based on tree appraised value. 

 Limited to three trees per acre average. 
 Payment made to City tree mitigation fund, used 

for new tree planting projects or purchase of 
conservation land. 
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Tree Mitigation During 
Development 
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Single Family Residential 

High quality heritage trees are regulated 
across entire property: 

 

House 

Legal Setback or required “yard” 

Buildable Envelope 

All heritage trees regulated 

Non high quality heritage trees are not regulated 

City Right-of-Way 

7.5’ 7.5’ 

20’ 

20’ 
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Single Family Residential 
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P&W recommendations 

Requires Comp Plan Amendment 

Establishes mechanism 

For basins under 5000 sq ft 

Except for high quality trees 
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Staff Recommendation:  

 
Approval of ordinance for 

Landscaping and Tree Preservation 
Text Amendment (PB-10-7) 
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