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CHARTER AMENDMENT FOR THE HOGTOWN CREEK WATERSHED 

In the bate Fall of 1996, the City was notified that suflkient signatures bad been received to Rquirc a 
Charter Amendment be put on the ballot for the .. Preservation of Gainesville• s Grecnspaccs ". 

On arch 17, l 998, the ci!hens of G:Unesville voted to approve the referendum amending the Charter . 
The amendment reads as follows., "The City of Gainesville, Florida. will not ~end, use, nor seek. any 
City, County, S te or Federal funds for the construction of any paved surface for transportation use or 
recreational facility in the area dcsignated under tbc ity of Gainesville Comprehensive Pinn; 1!>90, for 
recn:ntional use or conscrvntion use in the Hog town Creek Watershed from the date of the adoption of the 
Cb.artcr Amendment" 

I. EFFECTS ON PROPOSED HOGTOWN CREEK GREENWAY 

Florida Communities Trust grant requirements indicate that basic service level ttails will be lnstaued where 
appropriate. These could include earthen, paved or boardwalk surfaces. Alternatives to the original Phase 
I (A) development are: 

• no trail development 
• installing an earthen trail with boardwalks and bridge as ori~y planned 

The signalized cro1>Sing atN.W. 8thAvcouc & 3 lst Drive and the N.W. 51.h Avenue pnrking area 
improvements c n not be completed per staff interprebtion of the Charter Amendment. Staff rccommcn& 
that these improvements be climinntcd as they may not be warranted if only a basic service level croil is 
instnlled. However boardwalk handicnp ramp and LobloUy ADA improvements should be considered for 
complclioa in order to comply with code requirements. Based on staff interpretation of the approved 
Charter Amendment. the completion of ihe Hogtown Creek Greenway Phase l(A). and the requirements of 
the Masre Development and Management Plllll. wiJJ be affected in the following mannei;: 

(NO MEANS THAT THE FACILITY CANNOT BE CONSTRUCTEDIYES MEANS THAT THE 
FACil.ITY CAN BE CONSTRUCTED): 

• Paved Trail Development Feasibility 

paved trail south ofN.W. 8th Avenue No 

trail system amenities (observation decks, Yes 
landscaping. signage) 

additional landsa.pc buffering required by Yes 
SJRWMD permit conditions 

trail boardwalk Yes 

911 call box installation Yes 
(as long as paved surface is 
not required) 

• 8th Avenue Development 

N.W. 8th Avenue roadway modifications No 
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N.W. 8th Avenue &N.W. 31st Drive Yes 
traffic signal (tn 'include mast anns poles) 

oignage/traffic calming improvetMnts No 
per DRB condition 

• Loblolly Development 

Loblolly facility cnbanc~ts No 
(19 pulcing spaces) 

Loblolly tiwility enbmcements Yes 
(ADA requirements} 

• N,W. Sth Avenue Development 

N.W. 5th A.venue improvements (N.W. 34th No 
Street to termination; curb aod gutter 
street with CIJ!..de.sac) 

• Additional Land Acquiaition v~ 

For Greenway DeVclopmcnt 

• Land Management Activities Yes 

• ApplicatiC)DI For Development Funding 

pav~d S\Ufacc tnils No 

unpaved surface traib Yes 

boardwalks. sigoagc, Jaodscaping v~ 

• Future Pha!e DcvelOJ)Dlertt 

paved surface trails No 

unpaved surface trails Yes 

boardwalks, signage, land'\Capmg Yes 

OTHER EFFECTS 

As presented to the Commission when the referendum was put on the ballot, Community Development 
staff and an outside pl.auning comultant expresaod their opinion dmt the wording of the C'barmr 
Amendment bad far greatl!f ramifications than just the paviDa of the trail throqh the Gn:euway. It effect 
paved surfdces for all ttmspottatiDll use IDd n:creatiODal facilities. Nevcrtbeless, tbc·City mu.st maintain 
current faalitics within the watenhed area and coniider needed improvements to areas other than the 
Greenway. 

The City's ComprebeUsive Plan defines reaeation and conservation use as land designated on the 
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Future Land Use Map as Conservation and Recreation. The Cityrs Land Dc\icloptnc11t Code, section 30-
43{1 )a, indieatu that the land oscs and zoning designations apply to the cenkrlines of the streets. The 
code states that wbcn an uncerWnty exists u to the boundaries of the various dimicts on the zoning map, 
"'the boundaries indicated as approximately following meets shall be construed to follow the centerlines of 
such streets". Thercfo~ hmd use designatioDS apply to adjacent toad.ways. A3 a result, the following types 
of Public Works projects will be allowed/disallowed under the amendment 

• Roads 

construction of new roads No 

rebuilding of roads Yes 

repaving or resurfacing roads Yes 

widening of roads No 

streetlight instillation Yes 

street signs Yes 

pot hole r~ YC3 

new sidewalk.s No 

bridge replacement (no widening) Yes 

widening/improvements of 
~within or bordedng conservation 
or recreation areas No 

Du co the Code requirement that land use and zoning designations are inter:pre1ed to run to the 
ccntcdinc of a street, many transpomuion facility improvements that bAve been progtammed are 
most likely impacted by this Charter Amendment. Th following projects traverse or border publicly or 

· privately owned lands that are identified as conservation or recreation use: 

• N.W. 38tb Street, from N.W. 8th Avenue to N.W. 16th Avu.uo- cannotc:o.nstruct the street, sidewalk 
and bicycle improvements pJanncd. Property along dJis str?let is identified as conservation and 
encompasses the street right-of-way. 

• N.W. 19th Street, from N.W. 29th Road to N.W. 4Sth Avenue, cannot constlUct the street and 
sidewalk improvcmeuu planned. Ptoperty along this street is identified u recreation. 

• N.W. 29th Road, ftom N.W. 19th Street to N.W. 131h Street. cannot construct the street and sidewalk 
improvements planned. Property along d1is street is identified as conservation. 

• City Ca!UlOt seek federal demonstration funds to construct the improvements associated with the S.W. 
20th Avenue Charette Alternative. Property along this corridor is identified u conservation and 
recreation. 

• SR 26/26A (University Avenue!S.W. 2nd Avenue) 
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City may not tequest the county or itata fund u:amportatiODt sidewalk or bicycle fiicilities along county or 
state rights-of-way wirhin the watershed that border or tnvene conservatioa or recreational bands, such 
u: 

• N.W. S3rd AV$1C 

• N.W. 43rd Street 

• N.W. 16thAvenue/Boulevard 

• N.W. 34tb Street 

• SR 261Univcrsity Avenue 

• N.W. 39tbAvenue 

Finally, the following Park improvements will be allowed: 

• Parks 

reconstruction or resurfacing of existing 
facilities Yes 
paved parking 
tennis courts 
sidewalks 
iacqued)all courts. etc. 

ins1allation ofligbts on sports facilities Yes 

recmation Initiative Projects Yes 
(with the exception of constructing new 
paved facilities) ~ include: 
parking lots 
tennia courts 
racquetball courts 
restrooms 
multi-purpose facilities 
new Impervious surfaces (including 
~)cannot be comtructcd. 

ADA Requiremeo1s 

Specific Park improvemcilt projects to be affected: 

• Recreatioll projects 

Yes 

Impact by the Charier Amendment on construction projecu as it relates to The Recreational Initiative. 

• Greentree Park. 1900 N.W. 39thAvenuc .. 21 Acres 

No 

4 lighted temDs courts No 
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4 Jiahted basketball courts 

auti> inigation 

ballfield sodding 

maintcn•QCC building 

bleachers 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

• Northsid.e Park. 5125 N.W. 24th Street- 47 Acres 

2 lightl;d basketball COUIU 

1 maintenance building 

paved parking lot 

additional facilities lighting 

No 

No 

No 

Yes 

• Mini Park (#6), N.W. 12nd P~ & 20di Lane - .62 Acm 

• Mini Park(#9), 820N.W. 4th Avenue- .23 Acres 

playground equipment Yes 

• Possum Cn:ek Park. 4000 Block N.W. S3rd Avenue - 80 Acre 

multi-purpose center N~ 

2 lighted soccerJmWti-purpose fic1da Yes 

2 ligbted baseball fields Yes 

auto inigation Yes 

maintenance building No 

skate board fatjlity QO 

• Green Actes. 700 Block S. W. 40tb Street - 26.90 Acres 

playground equipment Yes 

• Westside Park. 1001 N.W. 34th Street - 26.9o Acres 

pool heating and covering Yes 

Yea 

Yes 

s 
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fCDCina.lretOdding y cs 

facilities liptiq Yes 

Westside pool ie.-surfacin& Yet 

mt0vatioli of ceu1m (mterior) Yes 

Staff recommends 1bat 1ho ~ Commiaaioa ldopt &policy c~with stairs intap«1ration of Im 
Cbadci' Amendment fQT the types of projec11 ·tbat CID and can. IM)t be implemented 
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