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Background 

 Alachua County Boundary Adjustment Act 

 
 A special act of the 

Florida Legislature 

which governs 

annexation in 

Alachua County. 

 

 Preempt other laws, 

specifically the 

Municipal Annexation 

or Contraction Act 

(Fla. Stat. §171). 
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Status 

 The eight other municipalities in Alachua 

County have voted to file a local bill that 

would repeal the Alachua County 

Boundary Adjustment Act.  

 The City of Gainesville has not taken a 

position in support or opposition of an 

action to repeal the Alachua County 

Boundary Adjustment Act.  
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Impact 

 If the Alachua County Boundary 

Adjustment Act were repealed, the City 

would adhere to the procedures set forth 

in the Municipal Annexation or Contraction 

Act (Fla. Stat. §171). 
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Major Differences 

1. The Alachua County Boundary Adjustment Act 

establishes urban reserve areas from which the 

cities can annex, where the Municipal 

Annexation or Contraction Act (Fla. Stat. §171) 

is silent on urban reserves in the absence of an 

interlocal agreement. 
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Consideration 

 The establishment of urban reserves in the 

Alachua County Boundary Adjustment Act 

has been shown to reduce 

intergovernmental conflict, especially 

when the boundaries of two municipalities 

are close.  

 Staff recommends that the City 

Commission consider retaining this 

element in an interlocal agreement. 
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Major Differences, cont. 

2. The Alachua County Boundary Adjustment Act 

has greater administrative requirements for 

voluntary annexation than the Municipal 

Annexation or Contraction Act (Fla. Stat. 

§171.044). 

3. The voluntary annexation process has the 

potential to take longer under the requirements 

of the Alachua County Boundary Adjustment 

Act than the Municipal Annexation or 

Contraction Act (Fla. Stat. §171.044). 
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Recommendation 

The City Commission:  

1. Receive a presentation from staff;  

2. Refer this item to the Audit, Finance 

     and Legislative Committee; and 

3. Schedule a special Audit, Finance and 

     Legislative Committee meeting in  

     December. 
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Alternative Recommendation 

The City Commission:  

1. Receive a presentation from staff;  

2. Discuss the City’s position on the local bill 

to repeal the Alachua County Boundary 

Adjustment Act; and  

3. Direct the City Manager to include 

support or opposition of the local effort to 

repeal the Alachua County Boundary 

Adjustment Act in the Legislative Agenda. 
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