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DRAFT 3/17/14

ORDINANCE NO. 130157

An ordinance of the City of Gainesville, Florida, updating, clarifying and

reorganizing the sign regulations in the Land Development Code by

amending Article IX. — Additional Development Standards, Division 1. — Sign

Regulations; providing directions to the codifier; providing a severability

clause; providing a repealing clause; and providing an immediate effective

date.

WHEREAS, the City of Gainesville’s Land Development Code was enacted in order to
implement the City’s Comprehensive Plan and to comply with the minimum requirements as set
forth in Section 163.3202, Florida Statutes, including the requirement to enact specific and
detailed provisions to regulate signage; and

WHEREAS, the City Commission of the City of Gainesville has determined the need to
update, clarify, and reorganize the signage regulations in the City’s Land Development Code;
and

WHEREAS, the City Commission recognizes that signs may present a safety hazard by
distracting motorists, pedestrians and other members of the public and affect the aesthetic
qualities and economic vitality of the community, and that these concerns are of a substantial
interest to the City of Gainesville; and

WHEREAS, the City Commission finds that these sign regulations are reasonable and
narrowly tailored to directly preserve and protect the health, safety, welfare, and general well-
being of citizens by promoting public safety, economic vitality, and aesthetic qualities in the City
of Gainesville; and

WHEREAS, notice was given as required by law that the text of the Land Development

Code of the City of Gainesville, Florida, be amended and public hearings were then held by the

City Plan Board on June 27, 2013, and by the City Commission on August 15, 2013; and
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WHEREAS, at least ten (10) days’ notice has been given once by publication in a
newspaper of general circulation notifying the public of this proposed ordinance and of public
hearings in the City Hall Auditorium located on the first floor of City Hall, in the City of
Gainesville; and

WHEREAS, public hearings were held pursuant to the notice described above at which
hearings the parties in interest and all others had an opportunity to be and were, in fact, heard.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE
CITY OF GAINESVILLE, FLORIDA:

Section 1. Section 30-23. Deﬁnitjons of the Land Development Code is amended as
follows. Except as amended herein, the remainder of Section 30-23 remains in full force and
effect.

Sec. 30-23. Definitions.

Abandoned sign means a sign or sign structure Jocated on a parcel(s) that has been vacant or
unoccupied for a period of at least 120 consecutive days, a sign or sign structure with a message
that describes the availability of goods or services at a location where such goods and services
are no longer available and have ceased to be available for a period of at least 120 consecutive
days. or a sign or sign structure with a message that otherw1se pertalns to a time, event or
purpose that has elapsed or expired. 2 < ed = ¢ ad-of

Animated sign means any sign er—deviee—visiblefromthe-right-ef-way—of-a—publicstreet-or

highway that contains text or pictorial information that moves or changes, or that uses movement
or change of lighting and/or exchange-of color to depict action or create a special effect or scene.

Commercial message means a message (including but not limited to text, copy. pictures.

symbols, or figures) that proposes a commercial transaction or is related primarily to the
economic interests of the speaker. Commercial messages include. but are not limited to. the
name of the business, business or brand identification, trademark. logo. or offer of service or

product.
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Contractor sign means a temporary sign erected during construction to inform the public of the
developer, contractors., architects, engineers. the nature of the project and/or anticipated
completion date.

Directional sign or directory sign means any sign that exclusively contains information
providing direction to pedestrian and vehicular traffic to any object, place, or area. The term
includes. but is not limited to. a sign indicating an avenue of ingress or egress and a sign listing
the occupants of a property and their office or suite numbers.

Flag means any emblem or insignia of any nation, state. political subdivision, religious, political.
social or fraternal organization that is displayed on a single pole or other supporting structure.

Freestanding {ground-mounted) sign means any sign that whieh is mounted on or supported by
an-upright; uprights or braces in or upon the ground, any sign structure, er a fence, or a wall of an

accessory building-er structure.

Identification sign means any sign with a message than includes only the name of a subdivision.
neighborhood. or residential development.

Marquee signs means a building-mounted sign that is are attached to an architectural feature that
projects from a the building, such as a marquee of the sort typically associated with a theater, a
or solid structural canopy, or an awning that extends over the entrance of a building.

Monument sign means a freestanding sign with a base, either a solid structural base or a non-
structural base that gives the appearance of a solid structural base, that is at least 75 percent of
the length of the sign face. The-sign-sh ; he el

Multiple occupancy means a building or development with two or more separate and distinct

businesses and/or organizations. mere-than-one-separate-independent-business:

Obscene means material, as defined by Miller v. California, 413 U.S. 15 (1973), that:
(a) Taken as a whole, the average person applying contemporary community standards
would find appeals to the prurient interest;
(b) Depicts or describes, in a patently offensive way. sexual conduct as specifically defined
herein; and
(c) Taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value.

Oﬂ premzses szgn means any 51gn (with the exceptlon of etherthena vehlcle s1gns—a—p&bl—te

s&bdwts&en) with a commercxal message that directs attenllon to a specd‘ 1c busmess nroduct
service, entertainment event or activity, or any other type of event, activity or thing that is not
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prowdcd sold moduced manufactured furmshed conducted, or located at the moperw upon

Pennant means a piece of cloth, plastic, paper or similar material that is attached to any staff,

cord or wire, either smgularlv or in a series. aﬂy—ﬂag—lﬂee—p}eee—ef—eleﬁl,—p}as&e—er—paﬁef

Real estate sign means any temporary sign advertising the real property upon which the sign is

located for rent, lease, or sale and providing information regarding the owner or his/her agent.

Roof sign means any building-mounted sign erected and constructed wholly on and over the roof
of a building, supported by the roof structure. Signs on parapet walls or mansards are not
considered wal roof signs.

Sign means any letter, number, symbol, figure, character, mark, plane, design, pictorial, stroke,
stripe, trademark or combination of these which—shall-be so designed, constructed, placed,
attached, painted, erected, fastened, or installed ermanufactured for the purpose of attracting the
attention of and communicating a message to attraction—of members of the public, either

pedestrlans and/or motorlsts who are located outdoors the—pabkﬁe—aﬂy—plaee—sabjeet—pefseﬁ—

Sign area means the total surface area contained within a single continuous perimeter composed
of of a square or rectangle that whieh encloses all sign elements as described in the definition of

Sign band means a permanent architectural feature integrated into the facade of a building
intended for the placement of a sign(s). The measurement of the sign area shall include only the
actual sign elements within a sign band.

Snipe sign means any temporary sign that is made of any material and is tacked. nailed. posted,
pasted, glued or otherwise attached to trees, poles, stakes, fences, or other objects.
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Street banner means a flexible sign generally suspended along or across a street.

Vehicle sign means any sign on or affixed to a motorized vehicle that has a total sign area in

excess of 10 square feet.;-other-than-aregistered-logo-trademark-orservice-mark:

Wall-meunted sign means any building-mounted sign mounted on and approximately parallel to
the face ofa pr1n01pa1 bu11d1ng wall and prOJectlng not more than 12 inches from the plane of the
Wall e .y A . . 03 a_sancidora ) )

Window sign means a building-mounted sign painted, mounted and/or attached to the inside or

outside of a window fer-displayv-te-the-public-passersby-outside-the-window.

Section 2. Division 1. — Sign Regulations in Article IX. — Additional Development
Standards of the Land Development Code is deleted in its entirety and replaced with a new

Division 1. — Sign Regulations as follows.
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