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1 ORDINANCE NO. 140741 

2 An ordinance of the City of Gainesville, Florida, amending the Code of 
3 Ordinances relating to vehicles for hire; by amending in its entirety 
4 Article I. Motorized Vehicles of Chapter 28, Vehicles for Hire; by 
5 amending Section 2-339 of Chapter 2 to provide civil penalties for 
6 vehicle for hire violations; and by amending Appendix A - Schedule of 
7 Fees, Rates and Charges to provide fees for vehicles for hire; providing 
8 directions to the codifier; providing a severability clause; providing a 
9 repealing clause; and providing an effective date. 

10 WHEREAS, at least 10 days' notice has been given of the public hearing once by 

11 publication in a newspaper of general circulation notifying the public of this proposed ordinance 

12 and of a public hearing in the City Commission meeting room, first floor, City Hall in the City of 

13 Gainesville; and 

14 WHEREAS, the public hearings were held pursuant to the published notice described at 

15 which hearings the parties in interest and all others had an opportunity to be and were, in fact, 

16 heard. 

17 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF 

18 THE CITY OF GAINESVILLE, FLORIDA: 

19 Section 1. The existing Article I. Motorized Vehicles of Chapter 28- Vehicles for Hire, is 

20 deleted in its entirety and a new Article I. Motorized Vehicles of Chapter 28 is adopted as set 

21 forth below. 

22 CHAPTER 28 -VEHICLES FOR HIRE 

23 1+&TICLJJ; I, MOTORIZJJ;D VEHICLES 

24 See. 28 1. Busiaess tax reeeipt required. 

25 tt(a!i)----tltHSHhtaal:ttl-EBJeer-tliltflB~l8:t>i"-'llt9'BEt:llH:t-fiiD~r-a811:HB¥Y-ilf'lee£SFSeefift-t<tee-eae-e-ee&ftgl!iaHg~ede-tliftEHJerr-OO:Iea.FrFFI)f-'.' 9Bll1ft-titRH!eHa:R:UlSSllf.ftl:tle!SlSS~eBlfH9:JEf'H!eFifl8HtlH.BK!g 

26 a vehiele fer hire ·.v*hin the eity fer the transpertatiea efpasseagers ·:.rithia the eity, ether 

2 7 than auses eperatiftg ea regelarly sehedulee re\Hes, withem first eata:iaillg a lltisiaess ta 
1 
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1 reoeipt from the oity to do so as rettW.red by ohapter 25 of this Code. This business taK 

2 receipt will he isSt~ed only after a franehise is gmntea. 

3 H(h:t-t)--;Th-fffliSHC*iBI:aapDtEeeif-f -sishEHalitlHn~oHt:-aa~p'B:plPty"-tt:eo-ilWIHfi¥Y-tlGOi6mHHlpfftltHEl'}'f-' tithHla~t ¥.1iSHteem.IIH3pe:orFaaf~rirPl}lf--' UH. nHthEHee-eeiHit¥y-ffoOlrf-1thERee-sS&.Ol!ee 

4 pllfPOSo ofaeli¥oring passengers from anothorjurisdietion. Howev:or, S\ieB o~ of eity 

5 oah or limoasiae shall aot piek ap passeagors ia the eity witheat GO~Bj:)lying vlith this 

6 ehapter, except that a limousine may ret=em passeagers eelh•erea in the city, whea saeh 

7 rerum is part of the same eoatraet. 

8 See. 28 2. Definitioas. 

9 The follovling wares and pkrases whea asea in this chapter shall have the meanings indioatea 

10 unless the text iadicates otherwise: 

11 ,<\pprm~'ed eertifiea automobile meehanic means an automobile meehanic certifiee by the 

12 Natioaal Assoeiatioa of Certifies Meshanies or the Assoeiatioa of 8e£¥iee Exeellenee. 

13 Barbiturate or barbiturates shall iaclaae all hypaotio or somnifacieat arugs, whether or not 

14 derivatives ofbarbiturio aeias. 

15 BarhitHric aeid eerivative meaas eaoh of the salts and aerh•atives ofharbitarie aeia, also knovm 

16 as malonyl W'ea, ana eerivati·/eS, GORlj:)OaOOS, mixtaros or preparations thereof. 

17 Basiness tax receipt meaas the license required of any easiness operatiag vlithin the city by 

18 ohapter 25 of this Code. 

19 Ceatral aervoas system stimalaats meaas am:phetamiae aad aesoeyephedrine, ana any derivative, 

20 eompoooas, mixtare or preparation thereof. 

21 Company means any person, assoeiation, eorporatioa or other organization whish operates or 

22 inteaas to engage in tho easiness of operatiag '/ehicles for biro. 

2 
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1 Gewietiea means tee eew:ictiea lly a eeurt ifleladiag ae adjudieetiea ef guilt ea a plea ef gtJilty 

2 er aele eeateRdere er tee ferfeimre ef a head sntfieR eharged vAth a erime. 

3 Driver means an iadi¥idual pefftlittea te drive er eperate a vehiGie feF hire. 

4 Fees metms Reme:Rmdable paymeets re'luired fl:ereia. 

5 Fer hire drilfers permit meaB:s tee ·.witteR authority grBftted lly tae city te dri·;e a Yeftiele fer ftife 

6 witeia the eity limits. 

7 Limeusiae meafts aRY autemellile, vfi.tll ek~mffeur, eemraetee fer with ekarges prepaid, eRgaged 

8 iH the 1:F8Bspertatiea ofperseHS for a eeHBideratien:, that dees aet eperate regalarly er at 

9 :i:ateFVals e•;er a desigeated 1'9\ite and that is Bet fitted YJ'ith a meter or de•;iee for 

10 ealetilatiftg er measuriag the aistaaee traveled or the waiting time ef sueh vehiele and tftat 

11 is eeflBtnteted so as te eBffY &;e er mere passeagers ia tfte vehiele. Cemmereial aon 

12 emergeaey medieal transport "lehieles (sueh as med:ivans) shall he considered limm:lsines 

13 fer the ptll'f)Ose efthis ehapter. 

14 Manifest me;ms a daily reeerd pref:lat=edlly a trutieab or limoasme driver of all trips maee lly the 

15 driver shevting time aB<l plaee eferigift, destinatiea, number of passengers, aad tfte 

16 ameUBt of fare of eaeh trip. 

17 MedallioB meaas tfte tangible symbel that a perfftit has beeR graeted to eperate the veftiele for 

18 hire te 'Nftieh it is pfiysieally attaehed. 

19 Nar:eetie drags meaas ceea leaves, opium, eanftabis, marijuana, isoHipecaine and e>;ery synthetie 

20 SUeStaflee lrnOVffl: te fta'/6 narcetie aetioB. 

21 R:evoeatioB meaRS tho ressindiag ef a B:enehise. 

22 8hl:lttle vehicle means a vehiele for hiFe vtitft a capacity of at least eiglrt persoBs, inehlding tfte 

23 driver, 'l.vbiek is Bot e'tuipped with a taximeter aBd is Bet used as a taxicab or for cruising. 

3 
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1 Suspeasioa means the temporary Feseinding of a fransftise. TB:e suspension may t>e for a time 

2 eertaia or indefinite pending eomplianee • .. vith the tmms of this eB:apter. 

3 Taxieab means a motor vehiele used as a pualie eoa·;eyaaee, suajeet to the rules and regalations 

4 ofthis eB:apter. 

5 Taximeter means an instmment or de:viee attaefted to a :veB:iele end designed to measl:lfe 

6 meeB:anieally or eleetl'onieally the distanee traYeled ay sueh veB:iele, to reeord the times 

7 said :vehiele tra-vels or is in waiting, and to indieate the fare to ae oatained. 

8 VeB:iele for ftire (VFH) means any tEHEieab, sB:uttle, prearraaged limousine and any other motor 

9 veftiele vfith a driYer tl'ansporting passengers for a fare, fee, or other eB:arge within tJ:ie 

10 eity limits. The term veB:iele for hire eX:el.OOes: 

11 t-'( 1H)-~8eleftfH0lf'OH-}-a:anFHd:reSift=t-~l:lfmGBfft'HBFJtU:I!iS08eS~; 

12 t-:.(2~)-~8~igh~tSSE8~e1HinKgH6i*lat~S'MaiiHn:w:di-la~Ui5SieeSs:-; 

13 ~(3~)--~t~Lm~afJiw~a:nFHe~e~s; 

14 t""(4+-~)----f'F'I:Il:lBH8BIF'BWf-ftfljOEHmHS-e .:YVeJeftFHi-selH'!e~s; 

15 r.(5H)---hHn~ters~tm~~e~a~usSEe~s; 

16 H(6~)f------tlJ~OEHr=R<Se~Gr'Ffft~VY'I/Il'l-6!6lHEHffi'A.IBB~ge!eS;;.;; 

17 +-(7t-i)f---~8~ftHl\lH:Itt~le~SHfrffiOEHm'H-fhlf'O~te!!Hl-s-s -aatDBdEt-RmfKOHtBleltsS--\V¥1ibfHH6eftH-flp1FtTO~'+R-r.ia<deB--HthHis-s -aass-a-a -S<SeF'IBR'I'Hi6*'eHf4reO>F-f -4!1gltilie!eS~t; 

18 H(8'S-l)f----!P~a~ssste*lBK!g:eerr7¥</eefbHJi&.eltees-s-eo~v.fE'Hteeed;-<, oBlp~eM"rmatEeeed::-:, lH:e~astse:M:dHOBJ£=-i6C*OH;nlfltrF4:lo~+~Utt!eed-lla~y'-'=aHgt!Eo~7•M:'e~mrHIH'l'BeeBBltEaa+-l &ag~e~alEe~y:;-; alaBI'Mld 

19 e(9rt)f--~\M7eMht:t<ieetl:ee-Jt4:eor£-fla:Hir:ee-sseenp,.~r.ie64e~s1-tpHr:eo•YlAH3dleea:-d: 

20 tt,ft.,----~~A~IrSSi-itfnamns~pB40;t~£tnau:tiH3. 01flB~S;eenA,~r.ieste~S,-flftSI!HlO~l:lHtHH. RH:!e~ad-+inR--f'f~. 8~.-;a§ .... 4+::~2<:-~7'-=\. 0+i1"35~(2&i)HtBO-llthFM~e~T+FFila~B!Sl9pEHO*rtnaa<tiH30ifln 

21 DisadYantaged, as defined in F.S. § 427.011 (1); 

22 e,lJ.,----~B,:v.y'-B&i-itl'Hatl:flfl!Sl9pi*OHrtEfla~ti~oBR-eOp9eFi"!FB::~EflO!J',f,-iiQ~S~dl8efiR'lB:FHed~i~R""*F..,. 8>t-:.'"""'§~4'h2':-17Y.0+i1-+1+t(6H;); 
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1 &6.;----ilP!tll:H'ffSftlWtHMtHt:eo-tlftH6*0mB~tr:&&eeltHa:a;ult:ltft~OH'H'Iitz!eeElE1-iliBHF~.8S-:-. -t§....t.4ioi2'H-7~.QH1~5~5.--', ,WNtH' tft~tft~e~e~OH'HiftlllBIIHIW'l~lilt't}v-· atT:a:aBSB:SfJliOO~rt:aatia:<' 09ftfl 

2 eoorElinator (CTC), as aefined ia F.S. § 427.Q11(5) whieh eontraet is oa file with the 

3 VFH admiftistTator, &aa 

4 aa-:-. -----JThr-HEeH".trt'emm~·e*leteS!r't:llUS~e~ElHt:eO-fJlK'r&O'v-lfi~a~e-sSUtteJeh~Seei~:VIHie;ee&S -SisBB1Witit-l b&ee-vel!:t!earm:tl¥y-tlaJIBB:ItlB-t:Elw.isst:tiH' nK:Oi8ti¥YeJell\'y'-lmftftlB:FFt4k~eea-tla~S 

5 aiSaGvlmt&ged H'ftBSJ'OftatiOB. 

6 Veh:iele fer hire admimska:tor means the JleFSOn(s) 8Jlpoiated ey the emefofpoliee to aamiaister 

7 this ehapter regelating vehicles for hire. 

8 See. 28 3. Applieatioa for franeftise B!ld franchise owner. 

9 (a) It shall be l:H!:lB:wfiH for any eompa:ny as Elefuled herein to OJlerate or engage iB the 

10 business of operating vehieles for J.:Hre withia the eity without ha'liag first obtained a 

11 franehise from the eity manager or designee. 

12 (b) It shall be ualawful fer any driver as hereio. defiaed to operate a VFH under the RU:Sf:Jices 

13 of a 60H'lJlaB:Y that aeeSB:'t lw;e a valid franeftise from the eity. 

14 (e) No COmJlany as aefinea hereia shall OJ)erate Of eo.gage in the basiBess of operatiftg 

15 ¥ehieles for mre withia the eity without haTf.ng first ootaio.ed a fl:ao.ehise from the eity 

16 manager or designee. An aplJlicatioa shall ee submitted on forms furnished by the city 

17 eoataining appropriate iaformation reasoaaely related to the busiBess of operatiB:g 

18 •;ehieles for hire. 

19 (d) m order to seeure or reaew a franchise, the company awlieant shall file ae awlieatioa 

20 w4th the eity m&aa:ger or designee. Etleeti•;e Oetober 1, 20Q7, the applieatioB shall be 

21 Yerified 1:Hlder oath and shall i:B:elaee a aotarized eheeklist aekaowleElgiag submittal of all 

22 iflformatioa and do6UIH:eatatioa requ.ired by this ehapter: 

5 
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1 (1) The aame aBd adaress eHhe eempaBy. If the eempany is a emperatien er partnership, the 

2 ftftHle and address of all efiieers, shareholders, pat1fters or aBj' priacipals or e•:lfl:et=S vlith 

3 8ft iat:erest greater tliaB five pereeat of the oempaay llRlSt be listed. 

4 (2) Bffeoti·;e Oeteber 1, 2907, )3f8efefeemplianee with F.S. § 865.0 (Fictitious Name Act) . 

5 (3) The location ofprepesed depots aBd terminals. 

6 (4) PreYide a leg listiag the }'i:lar, make, model, vehicle identifieatioa ffillftber (serial number) 

7 ed e\vnership stems of all Yehioles in the oompaBy's fleet. The vehicles fftUst ee 

8 eurreatly Oj')erating, lioeased, aBd iftspeeted, &S reqwred by this chapter. Each veb.iele 

9 fftUst eeafonn to the UHited States Departmeftt: of Transportatioa (USDOT) maifB.um 

10 passenger standards allowed fur the vehicle to eperate. 

11 (5) Proofefl"ffper amount efins\:Jfaf:loe coverage ea the ·;ehioles listed as provided in 

12 seetieft 28 11' vlith the iBsurance 00"ferage eeiag filed with aBd approved l:Jy the city 

13 maBager or designee. 

14 (6) Certified dooumeat:atiea from ili:e departmeat: of highway safety and meter vehicles that 

15 eaek: driver for the VFH oompaBy has a valid drivers licease. 

16 (7) Certified documentation from the departmeat of higlw:ay safety aft6 motor vehicles of 

17 each driver's SO"Ien }'i:lar dri•1er's license history. 

18 (8) Criminal history report from the Florida Departmeat of La\V Eaforoemeat (FDLB) fer the 

19 o>:lfl:er of the VFH eompany tmd eaeh driver. 

20 (9) A soliedule of rates to ae eharged, ineludiag regela:r and aRY special O"leftt: rates, aaggage 

21 and other miscellaneous eharges. 

6 
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1 (10) For all VPH eomtJanies operatmg as t&X:ieaes, a Eleseriptioa of the fl:enehise eolor sel:leme 

2 8i'1G iasigeia melading a pl:lotogmph or ElrwNiag aeCW"ately retleetiBg the eolor seheme 

3 BBEl insignia as reEftHFeEl hy seetion 28 8 ofthls ehapter. 

4 (11) Sueh other iBformation as the eity mBRager may re~. 

5 See. 28 3.5. Serviee at Gainesvme Regional Airport. 

7 a'tftBoriz4ng aeeess to the aifJ'Oft permBBently aftixeEl to eaeh VFH. The Eleeel sllall ee 

8 aft:ixeEl iB a eoBSfJieuous anEl UB:ifaHB loeation by the issuing autHority. 

10 fraacliise fees are paiEl. Rates and eharges for ai.-tport Eleeals are set by R~solutioB of the 

G . "II A I h ,-.. n . -1 A • A h . h. 11 ameS"Ir e ... a~rl:la tOUBty :1\..oSglOB:m •a:HJJOFt • ..utontj. 

12 See. 28 4. Maintaining a ffanehise. 

13 IB orEler to l"ft8iataiB a fr&Beh-ise to operate or e&gage in ilie business of 9J'erating vehieles for 

14 hire, ilie OOH!fJBBY must: 

15 u(a~)---tOu;b~ta:IBH·e-aatn.nEl~l:lsoiWlElHa~eSJUH~e&**-t -ee:y,us!Hia&ee5S~S-titaxli*-'rFEeeleeleifBp~t Hfr:eomfR--liliEBee-ee~titv-y-aas~FeqBEHlUIFIH. :eeEle-ebv-y-ee~ha~apMte~erF-:2~5~of 

16 this GoEle; 

17 H(h:Ji).------±'~r'l4W8l.tflft:HtEUlf.. ftR-aalftfi~OfFffiEt664e~·y..v~ithEftHiBrtlHht:eeH:el~· eyPY'Y!SmtaEHffi~eeEElrbB'}v-' -6608lffi!DBpft81lR')v-' ft&g~e&BIHtSs-60ff-elOffiEBBJ'itlOPt}I'O'eees!rb91eet~~~~fE'e!eeBB~fuRee 

18 hours of 8:00 a.m. anEl 5:00 p.m., MonElay tltrotigB. Friaay, exeept national holiElays, 

19 where all reeoras, logs, finaneial statements, manifests anEl franehise doeuments reEf\;liFOEl 

20 by dlis ehapter are kept anEl may be examiBea EluriBg business hours by the eity manager 

21 or aesigeee or hy the poliee department (taxicabs only); 
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1 (d) Provide aad mainta:in a log listing tHe year, mak:e, model, Yehiele idtmtifieation nl:lfl'J:Ber 

2 (serial nl:lfl'J:Ber) aB:d O\V'flershtp status of all Yehieles in the eompaB:y's fleet to eity 

3 maaager or designee; and ftotify the eity maB:ager or designee of any ehaages witHin ten 

4 

5 (tB Maifttain proper amooot of ins:aranee as provided in seetion 28 11; and notify tHe eity 

6 manager or designee of an-y ehanges within ten days. 

7 (f) Comply witH all state aBd loeal statates, ordinanees, rules and regt:Hations regarding 

8 motor ¥ehieles, taxieabs or limoasines. 

9 (g) Comply w-ith *fie applieahle Gaines•lille Alaelma Col::lllty Regional Airport mles aad 

10 regltiatioas if transportiag to or fi:om the GaiaeS'Iille Regional Airport. 

11 See. 28 5. Dl::lflltioa offFanehise; anftl::lal reports; fees. 

13 Baeh frao:ohise o·.V'fler shall, howO'Jer, file aft atml::lal report vlith the eity eofttainiag the 

14 informatioa feEtl::lired by seetioa 28 3. This report shall be filed at least 30 days and oo 

15 more than 60 days prior to the annaal eKpiratioft date of tHe lntsiness t!Hl reee~t; or, if oo 

16 business tax reeeipt is re(}l::lired, at least 30 days and HO more than 60 days prior to the 

17 an:liYersary of the initial fumehise. 

19 in appendix A fur eaeh year of the franehise. The franehise ovmer shall be respoasible fur 

20 other fees as established iH appendix A -..vfien assessed. Effeeti·;e Oetober 1, 2007, for 

21 eaeh properly doelllftented ¥ehiele for -..vhleh the fees ha¥e been paid, the VFH eompaay 

22 shall reeewe a VFH meeallioH. The medalliOHS shall be ¥ehiele speeifie and may oot be 

23 transferree from oae Yehiele to another. 

8 
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2 tHe annuaJ Fef'ert or paymeHt is net timely filed, er is ineemplete, or is ineerreet. 

3 

4 See. 28 6. Revocatien or saspensien of a fFanekise, gt=e:snds; right of appeal. 

5 (a) ReYoeatiea or saspeasien offFB:Hehise. Upon a finding of due cause, as defined below, 

6 the eity mB:Hager or desigaee shall have the authority te revoke or saspead any vehiele 

7 fer hire fFaneiHse granted by the eity. Prier to saspeasiea er re•;eeatien, the fre:aefiise 

8 owner shall be se£¥ed aotiee by eertified mail or h8lld deliv:ery efthe propesefi actien to 

9 

10 desigaee evideaee as te why the franehise sheald net be re¥okefi or suspeaded. The 

11 franeftise eWfl:er mast request a hearing vlithia ten days after mailiag er fil:lftd delivery ef 

12 the notiee of proposed aetion. 

13 (9) Due eause for revoeation or saspeBsion. Dl:le cause fer revoeatioB or saspeasioa of a 

14 frl:lftehise shall iaelade, but aot be limited to, the foHo•.viBg: 

15 (1) The failure of the oompany to maiatain any of the general qualificatieas applicable to the 

16 initial granting efthe frB:ftehise as set fortft in seetiea28 3 abeve; 

17 (2) ObtaiB:ing a franel:Hse by pre·fiding false iB:formatien; 

18 (3) Repeat ·fielatien ef a 1*07fisien of this erdi:B:aaee within 60 days. 

19 (4) Conviction by a ooart of eempetent jurisdiction of aHY shareholder, officer, partner, 

20 member, priaeipal er e•Nner ef any eerperatien, partaership, firm or asseciatieB liolding a 

21 five perceat interest er more in the entity, of any efthe fellewing: erimiaa:lliomieide, 

22 Fafle, aggravated battery, mayhem, burglary, aggravated assawt, kidnapping, robbery, 

23 child molestatien, levfl:i aBd laseiYie:as acts, erimiaal solieitation to commit any ef the 
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1 above, erimiaal atletlif't to eommit any of the above, or possession, sale or d:istrifn:ltion of 

2 nareotie drugs, barbiturie aeid derivati·1es and/or eeftt:t:fti aePIOl:ls system stif'fll:llants if 

3 Sl:leh Yiolation or Yiolatioas are relates to operation ofthe eomf18ll)', or violation of any 

4 ordinanee of the eity governing the eoaooet of a franehise owner. 

5 (e) Right ofappeal. t\I1j' franshise O'Nfl:er v.rfl:ose H-anehise is re•10ked or Sl:lspended by the 

6 eity manager or desigaee may apfleal sl:lsk desision to the eity eoRlRlission. 8l:leh apj:'leal 

7 shall be taken by filiag vlritten BOtiee with the elerk of the eommission's offiee within 

8 five days after the deeisioa of the eity manager or desigsee. The BOtice of the appeal shall 

9 contain the gr-ol:lBds fer the apf!eal and shall oontain iBformation showing that either the 

10 finding is contrary to the law or is aot Sl:lpf!OI'ted by ooffij:'leteat sabsta:fltial e>lidenee. The 

11 elerk of the commission shaY transmit eopies of the 8f!peal to the eity oommissioa aloag 

12 with paf!ers eonstitating the reeord l:lpon ·.vhieh the aetion appealed from is based. The 

13 filing of a notiee of appeal will BOt delay the effeetiyeness of any Sl:lSpeRsion or 

14 revocation. If the eity eommission eeeides the appeal in favor ofthe franehise owfler, the 

15 franshise will be immediately reinstated. 

16 (d) A person or entity whose franchise is re>.<oked pl:lFsuaBt to Sl:lbseetion 28 8.5(b)4 shall not 

17 be entitled to reinstatement or an opportunity to reapf!ly for Sl:lch franeh:ise or lieense for a 

18 period of three years from the date ofSl:lch revoeation. 8eeond and Sl:lbseql:lOBt 

19 re>1oeations shall be fur a period of five years. 

20 

21 See. 28 7. Transfer offraaehise. 

22 No franehise may be sold, assigned, mortgaged or othe1Yiise transferree witho\:lt the oonsent of 

23 the eity manager. f.o:pplieation for transfers of any franeh:ise skall be filed joiatly by the 

10 
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1 assigeer ana assigaee ana sl=la.H ae Stiejeet te the same pre•l:isieas as erigiaal ap:plieatieas 

2 fur fraaehlses. Tnmster, sale er assignmems ef an interest ef fiye :pere81lt or mere of the 

3 eof!Jemte steek er :partllersbi:p iaterest er trae:sfer of effeeti•1e eeB:trel ef the ffafteftise 

4 WeHl the persoa or :persoas grantee the frat:leftise, sl=lall be deem.e<l a transfur t111der the 

5 terms ef this seetiea. 

6 

7 See. 28 8. Iaemifyiflg sigas B:ftd medallieas. 

8 (a) Eaeli B=aaehise ·.r.rith VFH ·.vhieh e:perate as ttmeaas, shall ae reaElily iaemifiable as a 

9 taielit3 B:ftQ sl:iall bear Oft the dears ef seth siaes, iB Je.-ters aet less tftaa tl:iree iftehes ftOF 

10 Hlore than six iaehes ia height, the name of the eomptmy to Ylhom the fumehise is issltetl. 

11 

12 immeaia:tely belo\v the name ef the franehise and oa the lower left eomer ef the Yehiele's 

13 t:rumE, ·;lith saia numerals being not less than four aaa one half iaehes nor HlOre thafl six 

14 iaelies in height. 

15 (b) Effeeti•/e Oetober 1, 2007, all FeEfSired madriags set fofth: ia Stieseetioft (a) aee'/e shall be 

16 :permaneatly affixea to ea:eh VFH ay the fraaehise OWfler. Magnetized OF ether teHlflorary 

17 Hla:rkings are prehibitetl. 

18 (e) Eaeh franehise shall have all of its taxieabs paiftted ia a l:Hl:ique oolor seli8Hle, to be 

19 ehesea by the fraaehise oweer and apprevetl by the eity Hlaflager er designee. The eolor 

20 sel:ieme shall have st~ffieient Gisparity seas to avoid frtmehise eonfusioa. The taxieabs 

21 shall be ke:pt in st~eh eoaditiea so that the ap:pearaaee ef st~eh taxieaes eoafufftls to the 

22 approYetl eelor. 

11 
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1 (d) The medaUioa graBted ey the eity m~mager/desigaee shall at all times ee held ftfld 

2 registered with the eity in the name of the oWB:er aBd the pri'lilege of operating the VFH 

3 in the eity is ¥ested in the owner. So long as a ¥ebiele is operated under the authority of a 

4 franehise, the rights, reqairements Rfld responsieilities whieh: attaeh: to the medallion 

5 remain ·.vith the frB:Behise ovmer, not the mvaer of the ¥ebiele who dri¥es it and these 

6 rights and resf'OR5i8ilities are aa.affeeted ey any agreement, l:!Bderstaaditlg or eontraetaal 

7 arraBgement eetweeB the franehise O'NBer and a 71ehiele OVIfl:er or driver. The medallion 

8 sawlied ey the eity desigaee shall remain with ~md ee affi*ed to the issued VFH so long 

9 as the vehiele is 1:1sed as a VFH in the eity or l:!Btil the medallion is Sl:llTendered to the eity 

10 as reqHired. Effeetive Oetober 1' 2007, the VFH medallioa is to ee l:lBifolltHy plaeed on 

11 the dri•1er's side lower rea:r 'llindow. The annual rene\Val stieker shall ee f'laeea aireetly 

12 neKt to the meaallioB. 

13 (e) All franehise VFH operating as t8*ieaes shall have a roof mounted, lighted siga with the 

14 wore "TAXI" printed in letters at least fom iaehes in heigftt. 

15 

16 See. 28 8.5. Vehiele for hire dri•1er permit requi-rements. 

17 +i(aH)----:i:E~ffi~e~efBti,¥Y&e -4:::Q:He~toBleEMe*F'--llt-:-, -2!2~0Y07+,:-lni*O~p9e81r'SSOBln!H!lsBI*al.J.~OBlf'EMer:ml1atEE!eH:al-1¥-/-¥P-l=IH~•WH1H. th:Rlftl:f. HthEDee-ee~it?<;y~bl:f' mn:iliitsB-':Y.l•l'i-lqth£:ReOHl:ltHa 

18 Gl:llTeBt ei-ty VFH ariver permit. 

20 operates ey a persoa not in possession of a eurrent city issued VPH driver permit. 

21 Violatioas of this pro:•i'ision shall resl:llt in progressive penalties as follows: 

22 t--1( lH)---t'f'+lHFSScl'-t 7¥/lH'. OH;}aiHtiH' OHnt---PAt-''W+'f'F!Il·~ttEeeBfl-ltlV~/aiH'fflHHiHl. n~g. 

23 4-:(26-l)f--~S~e~eeoen~ar~-¥VIH. o»,laala~· o:Hnl---IT-l1hf~eBEe~mfB€o~ntttthl-91Sl:li5SitlpeefiR!lB*i091Re-eo-I-f-t~th:w:eHfrlli811HR~~Ee*ihe!is;e;.e. 
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1 (3) Tffirtl rnelaaea One yeB£ SBSf)88:SiOH offftmsll:ise. 

2 (4) Sabse<JUent Yielat:i:ens shall resalt iB revocation of the franchise as JWO'tiaea in sabsection 

3 28 ~(e). 

4 (e) Effeet:P.•e Oetober 1, 2007, the VFH driver pertHit shall be isSlled iB aaplieate. One shall 

5 be pwminemly Elispla-yed iB the vemele so as to be reBElily visible to a persea ef 8-'terage 

6 visaal aooity sitting in the reB£ passeager seat. Tae duplicate VFII Ekiver permit shall be 

7 wom on the eKterior gB:FffleH:t ef the VFII dri7ter fer iaeatifieatiea purposes wltea the 

8 Elriver is oatside of the VFH while on daty. 

9 (Q) Bffeeth•e Oeteber 1, 2007, a VFH driver shall aet have beea eeHvieted, plea nele 

10 eoatenaere te, er :Had adjuaieat:i:oa witl-J:u*a fer or been ineareerated after any ooB¥ietiea, 

11 plea of nele eenteH:Elere or adjuElieatioa vtithfteld fer any of the following: 

12 (l) 1\By eapital teloay, any first degree felony, seKl:lal battery, any ·tieleat felony involving 

13 the llSe of a gun er k'Rite or 'Nhieh results in great bodily harm. 

14 (2) '.Vithin the prer;iollS ten years, any viol eat felony not refereaeed iB sabseetion (1) abo•te. 

15 (3) 'Nithin the pre'tiollS ten years, any feleay or first degree misaemeanor directly related to 

16 the business oftowing motor 7tehieles; repossession of motor •telHeles; motor vehiele 

17 theft; earjaeking or chop shops; or lieas fer recovering, tawing, er storing rrehieles ana 

18 •tessels (F.S. § 713.78). 

19 (4) Within the prerriBllS five yeaTS, of either: (1) Elrirriag ooder the infllleaee ef aleehel, a 

20 eoatrolled substance, er a ehemieal sabstanee, te the atent that normal fasa~Bes B£e 

21 impaired; er (2) Ehi·rJlg with an unlawful hleed aleohollerrel. 

22 All t:i:meframes referenced in the abe¥e !ftlbseetioas (2), (3) BBd (4) shall he ealoolated and run 

23 from the date efthe efiense, as reflected ia the eftafgiag doelllflents. 
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1 See. 28 9. Taximeter requiTed; rates aad fares; eX:eef>tieas. 

2 (a) All taxieabs eiJerated under the aatherity efthis eBaJlter shall be equipped ·.vith 

3 taximeters fasteB:ed ia a manner se that the faee shall be visible aBEl readable te 

4 IJaBSeB:gers at all times beth Elay ana Bight. Tlie faee ef the trudmeter shall be set se that it 

5 will register ana eempme eft a mileage basis vibile the taxicab is mevi:Bg ana en a time 

6 basis while the taxieab is standiB:g and while the service is beiag reooered tfte base fare te 

7 ee efiargeel. They shall be sealed at all peiftts 8fld OOBneetieB:S vlhiefi, ifmafti:tmlated, 

8 wealel affeet their oorreet reading mel reeereling sliall ee sealed. 

9 (e) Each taximeter shall have a eurreB:t iaspectien stieker isSl:led ey the state ~mel shall remain 

10 sealeel. Ne taximeter that has eeeB: unsealed shall ee useell:Hltil it is agaift inspeeted by the 

11 

12 (e) The tiHlirneter shall ee useel fer all trips, and the fare ellarged shall be tftat shewn. Oft the 

13 taximeter, IJlus an.y Jlested eX:tra Jlassenger er other eharges, eX:cet>t: 

14 (1) Flat rates. Oa SJJecial eyf'eftt days, such as University ofFlerida foetball heme games, trips 

15 from/to the Gainesville RegieB:a.J:lAdrpert related to the eveB:t, may ee GhargeEl a flat rate 

16 as posted ia the taxicab pl:l:I'Suant te section. 28 15 

17 (2) Mi~Tiffi:am fares. A. fraacliise eWB:er may estaelish a miaiml:lffi fare per call fer serviee er 

18 per trip. Ifsach a miflimam fare is establisheel aREl milizeEl, it shall be part eftfte rates fer 

19 suell cempany, aael !ffibjeet to th:e reql:liremeB:ts ofseetion 28 15. '.1/hea a miaifl:R:lm fare is 

20 establishes aad milized, the taX:imeter shall still be l:lSed fer th:e trip, but the miB:imam 

21 fare may be eharged when. the mffi.iHHlHl fare exceeds the amount en. the taX:imeter. 

14 
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1 k(dH)---eE~X:GSEep!!M-t 8BfSH8H:lU~tfi'i€O~ri~Z'!eGM-lilfln:-BSiltliSI'MS!t!OIG1eti~· OHRI:SS-f<(ee-l)~( 1H)~8BIDSEl+.z(2H):-t, 8lltf.RlSS,...fp.Oo61st:eede-HinHtBt:fle-e .altB'li:*X::KlC*iah&-Upu:t'I:Bftir&\:ltlftaeflll-t .£&to 

2 seetien 28 15, a dri·;er ffi&y aet eharge or reEfUest any ether flat Fete or minimum fare in 

3 lie1:1 of the rate en t:fte meter. 

4 

s See. 28 1 0. T';ve YlrPf eeHmlanieatien re~ree. 

7 two 'Nay ramo or telepB:ene allow.:ng the 7;.e1Hele to reeei\'e aBEl traBSmit calls. SueB: 

8 eemm.u.n.ieation system: sB:all he R:metioaal wB:eae•;er the veB:iele is in operation. 

10 installee sear~ to intereept ealls to or from aaotfier franchise fer the purpose of 

11 solieiti:Bg oosiaess eireatee to another fl:anehise. 

12 

13 See. 28 11. Liahility iflSlH'aaee feE!wee. 

14 No frB:H:ehise shall be granted or eentinue in operation UH:less there is in full force and effect a 

15 liahility insurance poliey issuee by an iasuraaee company authorizes to eo ausiness ia 

16 tB:e State of Florida for eaeh veftiele ia aot less tha:B the minimum amol::lHts as provieee 

17 for l::lHder Ploriea's Pinaneial Responsiliility Law (P.S. § 324.032) EaeB: franehlse 'llill 

18 maintain a $200,000.00 geaeralliabilitypoliey for the company. The eity, its eleetee and 

19 appointed officers, employees and agents sllall be aamee as aaditioaal iB:sureds. 

20 See. 28 12. Miseellaaeous regulations. 

21 H(aH)----tlt-tSISB:HaltllHa~ee-:wlllnflllfaa'v.Nt:I~fulwHf1reof'-raEmn:)Y.' -adiBri<¥¥eer~oOJr~ornp~er:H'alatEeo>r-r.ao-rf-aa-titaxta:X:J:.e;eaar:b,_,oBlrl'-1llllimEBeoiHu!Hsiilnee-Btoe-edRB.¥Ye-e.aof'-reopDeBJr'8a:tete 

22 or be on duty or on eall for the operatioa of a taxicab or limousine for more thaB 12 BOW'S 

23 vlith:in aBY 24 B:olif period. 

15 
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1 (h) No driver shall solieit patronage by meaas oft:mwanted touehing, aetatning, impeding or 

2 intimidation, nor shall any driver obstruet the moYemORt of any persoR or follow any 

3 person for the purpose of solieitiRg patronage. 

4 (c) Upon ais60'10fY of any personal property left by a passenger, a driver shall deposit Sueft 

5 prof'erty with the poliee department ·.v-ithin 24 hours. 

6 (d) A driver shall take either the most Elireet or the fastest route to a passenger's destination 

7 unless othenvise authorirt'led or Elireeted by the f'assenger. 

8 (e) No eompaB:y or ew1er shall aiseriminate against aftY f'eFSOR or refuse to aeeept a 

9 passeager on the basis of their sexual oriORtatioR, raee, eolor, gender, age, religioR, 

10 Rational origin, marital status, disability or goaaer identity. 

11 (f) It shall be unlawful for the driver of a taxieab or limousine operated in the eity to permit 

12 aftY person to aeeompany or use sueh vehiele for the purpose of prostitution or le>+·t'Einess, 

13 or to direet, take or trEm:sport aB:y other person \vith knowledge or reasonable eaese to 

14 believe that the purpose of sueh aireeting, taking Of traRsporting is for the purpose of 

15 prostitution or le>.velness. 

16 (g) No taxieab shall be petmitted to earry non paying passengers •;.'liile transporting a paying 

17 f'assenger or passeagers exeept ffir the purpose of driver traimng. 

18 (h) No dri\'er shall solieit or earry a paying passenger ·.vflile in the proeess of earrying 

19 another paying f'aSSenger 0*:6ept •;.'lien Fett\:lestea to GO SO by the paying passenger. 

20 (i) Every taxieab aRB limousine driver shall maintain a aaily manifest upoR whieh are 

21 reeordea all trips made eaeh day, shovliag time and plaee of origin and destination, of 

22 eaeh trip aRd amount of fare, and all sueh eompleted maB:ifests shall be retamed to the 

23 owner by the driver at the eonelusion ofmslher tour of Guty. The ffirms for eaeh manifest 

16 
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1 sftallee fi.mH!!Iftea te tfie 8£i¥e£ B)' t:fte 0'+\'ftef. These manifests HHJ:St ae k.~t fe!' 09:8 year 

2 ancl ee available dur.ng regelar busiaess heurs at t:lie office of the fi:anchise a•-llfier fer 

3 iaspeetio:e ay t:lie eity. 

4 (j) l' .. vehlele E:iri·ter shall aot emek.e cigarettes, eigar, pipe or othe£ tobaeeo soostB:Bee ia the 

5 vehiele wane ~eft 'Jehlele is oeGl:ipiea ay a passenge£, l:lllless the passeage£(~ eease:ets 

6 ethenvise. 

7 (k) A YelHele dri-ver e:e a JRi'l:llie sk=eet or right of \Y&y shall reeeiYe aBEl diseliarge passeage£s 

8 ea ilie side of the vekiele opposite traffic. 

9 (l) No dri7+'e£ shaH permit more persofls te ae carriecl ia a taxicaa or lime\:lsifle as passengers 

10 tha:B the rate<l seating oapaeity of the taxioaa er lime\:lsine. 

11 (m) No driver sfl:all solicit lntsiaess ier BllY hetel or motel, er B:ttempt te clivert patreHage from 

12 o:ee hotel er motel te another. 

13 See. 2.8 13. Seat belts rec:J:aired. 

14 All twi:icaas 8fttilimousiaes 607Jered ay this efl:apter shall be eEJ:tiipped \vith operatioaal seat belts 

15 B:llcl child restraints as reEfl:lired by state law. }foaees shall be postecl iflside of each 

16 taxieah, visible to passengers, that seat belts must he worn at all times by passeagers ifl 

17 the froat seat liflcl !!lftoulcl be worn at all ames by passengers in the rear seat. Child 

18 restraint seats shotilcl flat be ased in the ft:e:at passeHger seat v.rffioh is equippe<l v;ith an 

19 airbag. 

20 Sec. 2.8 14. Veb.iele inspeetiefl. 

21 t1(att)-----fhBn-ilaled:ttdiH'tilt:·amflHt;ee-ilaltJl1HoJEthDee~r,._,l~Je~hH<ieS:tl:ee-t.int¥.s!Hptee~etie-'oe~nses-lrFt:e~qtimH·r~edEt-Bb¥y-t~la!t1\ffV,o-ieetatE:effih~-..rE·e~h:Mie*'lee-flfe:Hr'-fhHHi=Re:Hs:Hhtea~ll,;b:Jee 

22 inspeeted f)rior to initially beiflg put into service and every year thereafter by an Bpf*'<We<l 
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1 certified automobile meehanic. The iaspection shall iaelude items listed oa a stafldardized 

2 inSJ)eetioa fuRB 8i)~roYed by the eity. 

3 H(b't-i)~--1::C,t;OH~H<ieBISHO~fHGi*OfFmmj3~l:eetl:t!eM'Id,-~iHflSSI~He!€6iHtieOftR-I<feBlflftFfft!S't-'mHH:lUSISitHbEJte~fit+H:}eM'Id~·.N'iVimthH--I:tfuHe'HCOii~t)f-1' mmaatHB:~ag~er:w-t=OfFr-tdH3e!SlSiH.!gB'H@IeeB--:*l3 Q 

4 days 13rior to eKpimtion of the business tax receipt. 

5 H(e:r~)---tThl-flfi!eH631'it)E¥--I" m'RB!aBRla~g~ew.rl~d~es:~si,-t;!lga~ee~aaFHd.'!f'eorF-lHlal:\lY;,If-' BleB~Bff'IO~rectemffi'HeMn~+t-flhfB:aBR-HtflHeHaHumthFHo~n=H· tE3.1)"'--~teo""'pHila~Me*!eKal-1¥/-t<P-FHHo~uiHt 

6 of service/commission if it is deemed Wlsafe or hazardous Wltil the Yehielo is brought up 

7 to safe standards and a certified meekanic has eompleted a safety inspeetion aad 

8 corrected llBY Uflsafe or hazardous eoaditions. Proof of correetioa of Ufl:Safe or hazardous 

9 coaditieas, sigaed by aad ap}3roved certified automobile meekanic as defined in seetien 

10 28 2 abo7le, must be Sllamitted aefure a yefticle may ae retemed to service. 

11 See. 28 14.5. :BE}l-J:i.fm'ieat and safety reEfUifements efVPH. 

12 A motor ·;okiele in service as a VPH shall have aad maintain the fello¥<ring eqt:tiprnent in good 

13 working order: 

14 AdeE}uate heater aad air conditioner; 

15 AdeEJ:uate brakes ea aU ·wheels; 

16 Tires of geed ~ity; 

17 Speedometer; 

18 Seat belts for the driYer aad an j3aBSeB:gers. 

19 Eaek VFH shall be maintaiaed in a eleaa, well painted manner so as to provide a generally geed 

20 appearance. 

21 See. 28 15. Rates. 

18 
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2 rates at least 30 days prior to any ehaage ift rates iftelliding an-y autherized flat rate 

3 eharges or miei:ml:BB f~s. 

5 fa!:e, iBeludiag any au-tBorized flet rate eliarges or minim:sm f~s, displayed llotB. Oft the 

6 inside of the H=oH:t wiftdshield at the reofline of the passen:ger side, oft the iftside of the 

7 right re8f y.,rffidow at the eye ltwel of a seated pass eager measl:lriftg at least five inehes 

8 wide lly ih<e inches in height. All rete cards shall state the rates of fare, iftell:ltiiag any 

9 al:lthorized flat rate eharges or miniml:liR fares, aBel B:ftY additioftal eharges, sseh as fur 

10 bags aBEl lsggage. l\dditioftally, the same infurmatioB shall be displayed oft a sign outside 

11 the tatieab consistiftg of letteriag aet less than oae iaeh in size fur all ifl:fermatioa. 

12 

13 See. 28 1 e. Overall service reqeired; OOftditions fur trip. 

15 pre•;isioH:S of this chapter shall reader an: o•;erall sero.ice to the p11blic desiriag to ese their 

16 ¥eftieles. All H=aa.cftise OWflefS shall &H:Swer all calls reoeivea by them fer serviees iasiae 

17 the eo:rpeF&te limits of Gaiaes"'ille as sooa as they can: eo so; ttBa if said sero.r.iees eardlet 

18 be reB:dered within a reasoaable time, they shaH then: aetity the prespeeti·;e passeager 

19 how loBg it will be llefure the service eaa be readered aad pro¥iae a reasoa fer delay. A 

20 fraaebise owner who shall refuse to aeeeflt a call aay\Yhere within: the eo:rporate limits of 

21 Gttiftes"'ille at any time whea Slieft fielder has w;ailable cabs, or \\rho shall fail or refese to 

22 gi¥e O¥erall service, shall be eoasidered ia violatioa of this ehapter; and the petmit 

19 
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1 grBftted to saeh fraHehise owner may be reYoked by the eity mBBager in aceordanee -..vith 

2 tho provisions of seetion 28 6 of this ehapter. 

3 H(\lfJ-J)~--tfl'\:-liBfP)'r-' ~¥<1'eBiftiH.SI6}H!ef-fdHAH\~·e!F:£,:-IifRA&olHlUifld:HiAHg~a!H'I'taxl*lii60*alflbH\.if't'O~h~ie<*le-e-ediFIRfV¥:e'eF~,~aft~erF-£Re¥.lS,Sp0R1nR4dif~·fRA~g-fjto~a""'eal!A++}.,...;, m~HHa:vy 

4 request or demaad payment ap fro&t prior to eemmeneement of a trip, may refuse to 

5 iflitiate saeh trip, or may terminate a trip aad may feE~Uest payment if the vehiele driver 

6 has a boR& fide, justifiable reason to believe the passenger(s) may eaase bodily iRjl:lfY to • 

7 himther or the passengers beeome l:Hlfl:ily, rowfl.y or eause physieal damage to the 'l'ehiele 

8 er the \'ehiole driver. 

9 See. 28 17. Unlawful to refuse to pay fare; eomplaint proeedare. 

10 tt(aH)----i1ltHs~htaalHI-€biOe--tl:IA:IB:Hlat'fVY'IlflEUUt-l ~tfo~F-illlfltH¥y-f3piee£Srseon!H4tOtr-nfaitt"lt40EM£::.-If'Oeflfutssre-e~to~pa~)'f-'' tftHlOe-+leeig!Eall:l-flfat:l£&0-tlO~f-aanB:')'f-' tttaxeaiie:.;ea~B-ei'Of 

11 limousine used by saeh persofl. 

12 H(\l~)~~\"~Nlftfielena--aa-f!p.aa&.ss!E!e~ni!geJerl'-ioetb!Mjeeeffits~toB-Hth:w:eHEEaar:£4e~e61k~ar!Fi!<gee~dr.,-t:thB<ee-epasasss~eenA-ig~er:!f-!lsiflhiilallH-Epa&)Y.'-1:1tft~ei!-'EHari:Fee:,,-faJHJAted...aa 

13 ·.witten reeeipt shall be issaea to the passenger by the Elri•rer pro''limag the following 

14 inrormation: the place vffl:ere the passenger boaraefl. the ¥eftiele, the plaee to whieli 

15 passenger was driven, the amouat of the fare paid (exelusive of baggage eliarges), 

16 baggage ekarges, anc4 the address and telephone number of the eity manager's offiee 

17 elearly indieating that a formal eomplaint may be lodgefl. with that effiee not later than 20 

18 days following the payment of said fare. 

19 

20 See. 28 18. Bac.emptioas ror vehieles regulatefl. by ICC. 

21 The provisioas of this ekapter shall aot apply to any vehiele or the operator thereof when 

22 eagaged ia operations ooder aBEl by virtue of any eertitieate or permit from the Interstate 

20 
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1 Cefl'H'Beree Cemmissiea of tlie UffiteEl States 'tvhea a permit; lieease or eertiH:eate is 

2 re<JU:ired for Sl:1eft OIJeratioa by that regulatory eommissioa. 

3 See. 28 19. Ta~ti serviee bill of rights . 

4 (a) • AJI ta:xieabs operated under tlie RHthority of this ehapter shall ha-Ye promiaeatly posted ia 

5 a leeatiea visible to a passeager seated iB tlie pass eager seats of the •;ehiele a "tmci 

6 se£¥iee bill of rights, .. or a aetiee that a "taxi serviee bill of rights" will be pFO·tiEled 

7 imme<Bately upea J'eEtUOSt. Iftb:e eatire "tw se£¥iee bill of rights" is oot posted, aBEl the 

8 optioa for a aetiee advisiag that said deewHent is available ea FO(JUest is utilized, the 

9 taxieab must have 61'/ailable eaftis or eireulars with tile mn teKt of tile "twti serviee bill of 

10 rights." These eards or eireulars must list iB eleftF and legible fashioa tile full eoB:teats of 

11 the llflfJFO'Ied "ta:xi seRciee bill of rights." The eepies of the "taxi seRciee bill of rights" to 

12 l:le distributed shall be made lf'l'ailable ft:em the eity tllaftflger or his or her desigeee, at a 

13 eost H:Ot to eKeeed the east efpre<htetiea, or may be repredueed by the franGb:ise ewaer as 

14 leag as the feFmat and appearanee of said eaR:i or eireular haYe beea §led witli, aH:d 

15 approved by, tlie Gity ma&ager or his or her Elesigeee. 

16 (b) This "twti serviee bill of rights" shall be prepared by the eity maaager, or hisfher 

17 desigeee, and shall set forth the rights of taxieab passeagers anti ta:xieal:l drivers UH:der 

18 state stakites and eity erdiH:aBees, and shall pre:viae aaditieaal iaformatioa as te he·.v to 

19 report •tielatieas. It may be ehaH:ged from time to time as ehanges iB lavt or erdioan:ees 

20 re~. \llheaO"Ier the eoB:teH:ts of tile "ta:Jri serviee bill of rights" are ehRBged, tlie 

21 fraaehise owners shall be pro71ided notiee at least 30 days prier te the effeetive ehange in 

22 order te obtaia or llfeflare eepies for distribution an:a posting. 

23 
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1 See. 28 20. Solieiting passengers OF baggage at railv;ay, bus station or airport. 

2 t-t(ar~)~~\lf11eBfflH-He6:1lfees-s ~fo:Hr'--fhHiFfie~diBJarr'J~'ee!frOS:s,~o:Hr'-lp*erslFSEo*'n.ss-fla~eatinagiH!foeJrf-1thE:H:eemar.-, -sshftjal!Ht-lrRe~m!llaHina-aa:rt uthlEemirF-lrrEe~s:sp~eBEetn:i~v<ee 

3 vehieles while solieitiag passengers or baggage in any bus station, airport faeility or open 

4 stands, and shall eoaauet themselves in a '!uiet an:d orderly manner 'w'hile solieiliag 

5 passengers OF aaggage. VFHs operatiag at the airport shall serve oa a first eome first 

6 ser¥e basis with an orderly aad professioaal approach. This shall aot be eoastrued to 

7 pnweat passengers from boarding taxieahs of their ehoiee. 

9 

10 See. 28 21. Inspeetion. 

11 The eity maaager oF designee has tfl:e right to eoaauet B:fl inspeetioa for oFdinaaee eomplianee 

12 duriag anytime the vehiele for hire franehise is in operation or appears to be in operation. 

13 Sees. 28 22 28 29. Reserved. 

14 ARTICLE I.- MOTORIZED VEIDCLES 

15 Sec. 28-1. - Defmitions. 

16 The following words and phrases when used in this chapter shall have the meanings 

17 indicated unless the text indicates otherwise: 

18 Background check means a nationwide criminal history check (including, without 

19 limitation, the National Sex Offender Registry database) and driver record check 

20 performed by a company accredited by the National Association of Professional 

21 Background Screeners or comparable accreditation group deemed acceptable by the VFH 

22 administrator. 

22 
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1 Company means a natural person or legal entity in the business of employing or 

2 contracting with drivers to provide vehicle for hire services in accordance with this 

3 article. 

4 Company license means the written authority granted by the city to a company to 

5 operate within the city limits pursuant to the requirements of this article. 

6 Compensation means remuneration or anything of economic value that is provided, 

7 promised. or donated primarily in exchange for services rendered. 

8 Driver means a natural person authorized to operate a vehicle for hire in accordance 

9 with this article. 

10 Driver authorization means the written authority granted by the city for a driver to 

11 operate a vehicle for hire within the city limits in accordance with this article. 

12 Passenger means an individual who is transported in a vehicle for hire. 

13 Place o(business means a physical location within the State ofFlorida where (1) the 

14 city may send, and the company shall accept, notices of hearing or other notices or legal 

15 process documents; and (2) a place where records required by this chapter may be viewed 

16 and copied. If the company intends to retain and submit records in a physical format 

17 instead of an electronic format the company's place ofbusiness shall be within the city 

18 

19 Rideshare means the traveling of two (2) or more persons by any mode of private 

20 passenger vehicle, including, but not limited to, carpooling, vanpooling, or bus pooling to 

21 any location incidental to another purpose of the driver for which compensation is neither 

22 accepted, collected, encouraged, promoted. or requested, and for which the primary 

23 purpose of the driver is not profit or revenue based. 

23 
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1 Taximeter means an instrwnent or device attached to a vehicle and designed to 

2 measure mechanically or electronically the distance traveled by such vehicle, to record 

3 the times said vehicle travels or is in waiting, and to indicate the base fare to be obtained. 

4 Vehicle {Or hire {VFH) means any motor vehicle used to transport passengers for 

5 compensation within the city limits. The term vehicle for hire excludes: 

6 ( 1) School and church buses; 

7 (2) Sightseeing cars and buses; 

8 (3) Ambulances; 

9 (4) Funeral home vehicles; 

10 (5) Any vehicle engaged in operations under a certificate or permit issued by the 

11 Interstate Commerce Commission; 

12 ( 6) Horse drawn carriages; 

13 (7) Shuttle vehicles (a vehicle that is used for courtesy transportation without 

14 compensation); 

15 (8) Passenger and transit vehicles owned, operated, leased or controlled by a 

16 governmental agency; and 

17 (9) Transportation services for the Transportation Disadvantaged provided 

18 pursuant to Part I of Chapter 427, Florida Statutes. 

19 VFH administrator means the city manager or his designee authorized to administer 

20 this chapter regulating vehicles for hire. 

21 Sec. 28-2. - Company license 

22 It shall be unlawful for any company to provide VFH service in the city without 

23 obtaining an annual license issued by the VFH administrator. A company shall pay the annual 

24 
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1 license fue set forth in APPendix A at the time of application fur the license and thaeafter each 

2 year. A company license is valid for one vear from the date of issue and is non-transferable. 

3 Sec. 28-3. ·Application for company license 

4 (a) Application for the issuance or renewal of a company license shall be made in writing to 

s the VFH administrator on a form provided by the VFH administrator and signed and sworn to by 

6 the owner or by its authorized agent. Each apPlication for issuance or renewal of a oompapy 

7 license shall include: 

8 (1) The applicant's place ofbusinCl!l!. 

9 (2) Proof of the insurance coverage required in Sec. 28-11. if provided by the company. 

10 (3) Information on the third party proyider responsible for completion of driver 

11 background checks as required in Sec. 28-5. if provided by the company. 

12 (4) !ftbe apolicant i~ a natural person: the applicant's full name, social securitv 

13 number. residence address. busiiWSS ~ss. business e-mail addwss. business 

14 telephone number and proof that the applicant is at least eighteen() 8) years of age. 

15 C5l If the applicant is a legal entitv: the entitv rnune. bosiness address and teleohone 

16 number: the date and state of f9rmation; proof of active status with the Florida 

17 Division of Corporations authorizing it to do business under the laws oftbt: State of 

18 Florida; and the full names. titles. !late of birth, residence addresses. e-mail 

19 addresses and residence telephone numbers of its officers. partners or members. 

20 (6) The name; mailing. phvsical and email addresses and telephone number of a natural 

21 person(s) that the companv has authori7.ed to be its agent and a point of contact for 

22 tht: City with regards to: 

23 (a) Filing applications and paying rates and charnes on behalf of the company; 

25 
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1 (b) Receiving and accepting all legal process, correspondence and notices from the 

2 city pertaining to the company, or drivers operating for the company; and 

3 (c) Forwarding any correspondence, notices and/or legal process received by the 

4 company and intended for a driver operating for the company. 

5 (7) An illustration of the distinctive company signage that will be displayed on its 

6 vehicles for hire as required by Sec. 28-7. 

7 (8) Such other information as may be reasonably required by the VFH Administrator for 

8 purposes of administration and enforcement of this article. 

9 (b) If the applicant knowingly provides false statements of material facts or information on 

10 the license application, in addition to any criminal charges, the applicant will automatically be 

11 denied the company license and will be ineligible for a company license for a period of five (5) 

12 years. If the company license has been issued prior to the discovery of the false information, the 

13 company license shall be revoked and the company will be ineligible for a company license for a 

14 period of five (5) years. 

15 (c) As a condition of maintaining its company license, each company: 

16 (1) Shall keep accurate books and records of account of the company VFH operations at 

17 its place ofbusiness for a minimum of the past three (3) years. Such records shall be 

18 submitted or made available for inspection upon the request of the VFH 

19 administrator for verification of compliance with this article. 

20 (2) Shall notify the VFH administrator in writing within 15 days of any change to the 

21 information provided in the license application. 

22 (3) Shall not employ or contract with any driver who does not have a valid driver 

23 authorization issued by the city. 

26 
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1 (4) Shall on its website, digital platform and electronic or written receipt provide 

2 passengers with a phone number for the VFH administrator and the Gainesville 

3 Police Department where the passenger may file a complaint regarding a potential 

4 criminal act or violation of this article. 

5 Sec. 28- 4. License, verification and issuance. 

6 Upon receipt of an application for the issuance or renewal of a company license, the VFH 

7 administrator may verify all information provided in the application for compliance with all 

8 applicable provisions of this code. The city will issue a company license if the company has met 

9 the requirements set forth in this code and has paid the company license fee set forth in 

10 Appendix A. 

11 Sec. 28-5. Driver authorization 

12 (a) Prior to operating a VFH within the city, each driver is required to obtain an annual driver 

13 authorization from the citv. Application for the issuance or renewal of a driver authorization 

14 shall be made in writing to the VFH administrator on a form provided by the VFH 

15 administrator and signed and sworn to by the applicant. The city will issue a driver 

16 authorization if the driver has met the requirements set forth in this code. The driver shall 

17 have 45 calendar days to pay the driver authorization fee set forth in Appendix A. Failure to 

18 timely pay the driver authorization fee shall result in the driver authorization being voided. 

19 (P) A driver must meet the following requirements in order to obtain an annual driver 

20 authorization: 

21 (1) Shall possess and provide a copy of a valid Florida driver's license or a valid 

22 driver's license issued by another state, if the applicant is not otherwise required to 

23 obtain a Florida driver's license. 
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1 (2) Shall be at least eighteen (18) years old. 

2 (3) Shall provide a copy of the background check that covers the preceding seven (7) 

3 years that shows: 

4 (a) The driver has not been convicted. pled nolo contendere, nor had adjudication 

5 withheld for any violent felony or sexual battery. 

6 (b) The driver has not been convicted, pled nolo contendere, or had adjudication 

7 withheld for a felony or misdemeanor in the last five (5) years for any crime 

8 involving the use or threat of use of force. possession or sale of a controlled 

9 substance, prostitution, indecent exposure, stalking. loitering, prowling, or any 

10 sexually related criminal offense. 

11 (c) The driver is not under any form of community control, probation or under any 

12 status as a sex offender in any state. 

13 (d) The driver has not been convicted, pled nolo contendere. nor had adjudication 

14 withheld in the last five (5) years for any of the following offenses involving 

15 injury or death: leaving the scene of an accident, driving under the influence of 

16 an alcoholic beverage or drug, reckless or careless driving. 

17 (e) The driver has not been convicted, pled nolo contendere, nor had adjudication 

18 withheld in the last three (3) years for leaving the scene of an accident. driving 

19 under the influence of an alcoholic beverage or drug, reckless or careless 

20 driving. 

21 If the VFH administrator finds that a driver has such a record in their history the 

22 driver shall be ineligible for a driver's authorization and if such authorization has 
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1 already been granted. the VFH administrator shall notifv the company who shall 

2 immediately suspend the driver from operating a VFH. 

3 (4) Shall certify that he/she does not have a phvsical or mental disability that would 

4 prevent him/her from safely ooemting a VFH and performing the normal duties of a 

5 VFH driver. 

6 (Q) If th12 applicant knowingly provides false statements of material facts or information on the 

7 driver's authorization ImPlication to the city or the company, in addition to any crimlnal 

8 ch!ID!ey. the applicant will be denied 11 driver's authorization and will be ineligible fur a 

9 driver's authorization for a period of five (5) years. If the driver's authorization has been 

10 issued prior to the discovery of the fraudulent aoplication. the driver's authorization shall be 

11 revoked 1111.d the driver will be ineligible for a driver authorization for 11 period of five (51 

12 years. 

13 See. 28-6. Display of driver authorization. 

14 Each driver shall display the driver's authorization and a recent photograph of the driver 

15 taken within one year. either in the vehicle in a printed format readily visible to a person of 

16 average visual acuity sitting in the rear passenger seat: or electronically on the passenger's 

17 mobile devi~ during a VFH ride. 

18 See, 28-7. VFH inspections and identification requirements. 

19 (a) Within 45 davs of beginning service. and annually thereafter. n company or a driver shall 

20 have each VFH insuected by an automobile mechanic certified by the National Institute for 

21 Automottve Service Excellence CASE). Such inspection shall. at a minimwn. evaJ.vate and 

22 confirm the working condition of the vehicle's brake system, lights, steering, $Uspension. 

23 tires, and seat belts. 
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1 (b) The company or driver shall maintain complete documentation of the current inspection in 

2 the VFH at all times and shall provide a copy of such documentation to the VFH 

3 administrator or a law enforcement officer upon request. 

4 (c) The VFH administrator or law enforcement officer has the authority to place a VFH out of 

5 service if it is deemed unsafe or hazardous, until an automobile mechanic certified by the 

6 National Institute for Automotive Service Excellence (ASE) has corrected the unsafe or 

7 hazardous conditions and completed a safety inspection. 

8 (d) Each VFH shall display consistent and distinctive signage at all times while engaged in VFH 

9 services. Acceptable forms of distinctive signage include, but are not limited to. symbols or 

10 signs on vehicle doors. roofs. windshields. or grills. Magnetic or other removable signage is 

11 acceptable. The distinctive signage shall be sufficiently large and color contrasted so that it is 

12 readable during daylight hours at a distance of at least fifty (50) feet; and reflective, 

13 illuminated or otherwise patently visible so as to be seen sufficiently at all times from a 

14 distance of at least fifty (50) feet. 

15 Sec. 28-8. Operating regulations. 

16 (a) In addition to all other applicable legal requirements, it shall be unlawful for any person: 

17 (1) To operate a VFH without a city issued driver authorization; 

18 {2) To operate a VFH while under the influence of alcoholic beverages or controlled 

19 substances. other than medication prescribed by a physician, provided that such 

20 prescribed medication does not warn that the user not operate machinery while 

21 taking the medication or that the prescribed medication does not impair the normal 

22 faculties of the driver; 
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1 <3) To operate. or c~ruse to be operated. a VFH in any area where the operation of such 

2 vehicle is prohibited by an applicable law; or 

3 ( 4) To operate. or cause to be operated, a VFH that does not meet the reguirements of 

4 this chapter. 

5 {b) No person may possess an o.pen alcohol beverage container while such person is operating 

6 or being transported by a VFH, nor mav any person tr'ansoort. carry, possess or have any 

7 alcoholic beverage while being transported by a vehicle fur hire. except in the original 

8 package with the seal unbroken. A driver may not knowing! y transport a passenger in 

9 possession of an open alcoholic beverage container. 

10 (c) All companies shall adopt a oolicy of non-dis<--rimination in service and rates on the basis of 

11 destination. race. color. national origin. religion. disability. gender. gender identity. or 

12 sexual orientation with respect to passengers and potential passengers and shall notify its 

13 drivers of such policy. 

14 (d) All companies and drivers shall comply with all applicable laws regarding non-

15 discrimination against pa:;sengers or potential passengers on the basis of destination. race. 

16 color, national origin. religion. disability, gender. gender identity. or sexual orientation. 

17 (e) All companies and drivers shall comply with all applicable laws relating to the Americans 

18 with Disabilities Acl including the accommodation of service animals. 

19 (f} A driver shall at all times cany in the VFH proof of the insurance policies required by this 

20 article. 

21 (g) Drivers shall not: 
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1 (1) Provide false information to or refuse to obey or to comply with any lawful order or 

2 direction of the VFH administrator. law enforcement officer. or traffic-control 

3 officer; 

4 (2) Take a circuitous route to a destination, or any route other than the most direct route, 

5 without the express consent of the passenger; 

6 (3) Drop a passenger at any location other than the location requested, unless prohibited 

7 bylaw; 

8 (4) Refuse to convey an orderly passenger once the passenger is in the VFH; or 

9 (5) Operate, be on duty, or be on call for more than 12 hours within any 24-hour period. 

10 (6) Transport passengers that exceed the designed capacity of the VFH, as determined 

11 by the number of factory installed seatbelts. 

12 {h) No VFH shall be parked on any public way for a time longer than is reasonably necessary to 

13 board passengers. 

14 (i) No company or driver shall disable, eliminate or otherwise prevent access to the digital 

15 network or software application used by the company or driver to provide VFH services by 

16 the VFH administrator, or in any way interfere with or obstruct enforcement of this chapter 

17 by the VFH administrator. 

18 Sec. 28-9. Service charges and fare rates. 

19 J..:(a::.L)---=E::.::a=ch:o:....::c=o=m:.a:p:.:::an=y~o;.:..r-=dri=·:..:..v=er"-th=a:.:...t =ex=c=l=us=i"'-v=el,..y-=a=c=cep;;:.&.:.t=s-=tri'.:.i·p~s'-'th=at~ar=e......,p=ru.=·d=-=fr=o=m=-a=m=e=m=b=ers=hi=·~P-=O=r 

20 account with the company or exclusively accepts trips that are pre-paid in full: 

21 (1) May charge any type of fare, including a flat fare, a fare based on distance 

22 travelled. a fare based on time elapsed, or a fare based on a combination of 

23 distance travelled and time elapsed; provided that, the company shall disclose to 
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1 the passenger its standard fare calculation method on its website or within the 

2 digital network or software application that it uses to accept trips from passengers. 

3 If the fare calculation will vary from the standard method, the passenger must 

4 affirmatively acknowledge and agree to the alternative fare in writing or via the 

5 digital network or software application. before the trip commences or any fares 

6 are charged to the prospective passenger. If a written form is used, a copy of the 

7 form shall be given (or sent electronically) to the passenger and a copy shall be 

8 retained by the VFH company. 

9 (2) Is prohibited from soliciting potential passengers by words or gestures for 

10 immediate patronage of a VFH that is parked, stopped, standing or moving upon 

11 the public way. 

12 (3) Is prohibited from accepting or responding to passengers' or potential passengers' 

13 reguests for service via traditional street hail. including hand gestures and verbal 

14 statements. 

15 (b) Each company or driver that does not meet the requirements of paragraph (a): 

16 (1) Shall have rate cards setting forth the rates of fare and minimum fares. displayed both 

17 on the inside of the front windshield at the roofline of the passenger side, on the 

18 inside of the right rear window at the eye level of a seated passenger measuring at 

19 least five inches wide by five inches in height. All rate cards shall state the base rates 

20 of fare, including any minimum fares, and any additional charges, such as for bags 

21 and luggage. Additionally, the same information shall be displayed on a sign outside 

22 the VFH consisting of lettering not less than one inch in size for all information. 
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1 (2) Shall be equipped with taximeters fastened in a manner so that the face shall be 

2 visible and readable to passengers at all times both day and night. The face of the 

3 taximeter shall be set so that it will register and compute on a mileage basis while 

4 the VFH is moving and on a time basis while the VFH is standing, and while the 

5 service is being rendered the base fare to be charged. The taximeter shall be used 

6 for all trips and the fare charged shall be that shown on the taximeter, plus any 

7 posted extra passenger or other charges. 

8 (3) May establish a minimum fare per call for service or per trip. If such a minimum 

9 fare is established and utilized, it shall be posted on the company rate cards. When 

10 a minimum fare is established and utilized, the taximeter shall still be used for the 

11 trip, but the minimum fare may be charged when the minimum fare exceeds the 

12 amount on the taximeter. 

13 (4) May utilize an alternative fare calculation other than that set forth in paragraphs 

14 (b)(l), (2) and (3). provided the passenger affirmatively acknowledges and agrees 

15 to the alternative fare structure in writing or via the company's digital network or 

16 software application, before the trip commences or any fare is charged to the 

17 prospective passenger. If a written form is used. a copy of the form shall be given 

18 (or sent electronically) to the passenger and a copy shall be retained by the VFH 

19 company. 

20 (c) Upon payment for any VFH ride, a company or driver shall immediately provide to the rider 

21 a receipt in writing or electronically. The receipt shall document the following: 

22 (1) Point of origin and destination of the ride; 

23 (2) Total distance and duration of the ride; 
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1 (3} Total fare paid including the base fare and any additional or alternative 

2 charges; 

3 (4) The driver's first name; 

4 (5) A customer service telephone number or email address; and 

S (6) The phone number for the VFH administrator and the Gainesville Police 

6 Department where the passenger may file a complaint regarding a potential 

7 criminal act or violation of this article. 

8 Sec. 28-10. Operation on private property. 

9 Nothing in this ordinance shall limit any natural person or legal entity who owns or controls real 

10 property from prohibiting VFH operation on its property or developing its own rules, regulations, 

11 and fees when allowing a VFH to operate on its property. 

12 Sec. 28-ll - Liability insurance reguired. 

13 _,.,(a:=,<} _ ___.W'-'-=hi=·le=-=tr=an=s=.~p""'o=rti=· n=g=a'-E:p=a=ss=en=g=er,_o:..:r'-'tr=-a=v:..::e=lin=g>-=t=-o'-E:p~ic=k,_u:::;!p~a""'p=a=:ss:..::en=g=er,..... -=th=e._co=m=pc.:an~y'--'o=r'-'dri=""-. v:...::er= 

14 or both. shall have in full force and effect a liability insurance policy for the VFH in not 

15 less than the minimum amoWits required Wider Florida law. But in no event shall the 

16 coverage be less than: no fault personal injury protection (PIP) in the minimum required 

17 of a private passenger automobile, if required by Florida law, and automobile liability 

18 coverage for bodily injury liability coverage of at least $125.000 per person and $250,000 

19 per occurrence and $50.000 for property damage liability (PDL) coverage. 

20 ~Cho.J.l _ __.:F~oc:..r-=th=e~pt:een=· o=d::..co=f"-'tim'""·=e_,w_,_,h=e=n,_,a,_dri=·v..:...;e,..ro..!i=s-"o~n~d=u:.::.tyl-b=u:t::..:i~s~n=o'""-t-=tr=an=s~p:..::o~rtin:·~g=-=a-"'p=a=:ss:..::en=g=er~o=r 

21 traveling to pick up a passenger. the company or driver or both shall have in full force 

22 and effect a liability insurance policy for the VFH in not less than the minimum amounts 

23 required under Florida law. But in no event shall the coverage be less than: no fault 
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1 personal iniurv protection (PIP) in the minimum required of a private passenger 

2 automobile, if required by Florida law, and automobile liability coverage for bodily 

3 injury liability coverage of at least $50,000.00 per person and $100,000.00 per 

4 occurrence, and $25,000.00 for property damage liability (PDL). 

5 (c) In any instance where insurance coverage maintained by a driver to meet the 

6 requirements of this section has lapsed, been cancelled or the drivers insurance denies 

7 coverage or fails to provide coverage, the company shall provide the coverage required 

8 by this section beginning with the first dollar of a claim. 

9 (d) Nothing in this ordinance shall prohibit or limit the right of the company to later seek 

10 reimbursement from the driver's insurance through any civil process. 

11 (e) Insurance required by this section shall be issued by an insurance company authorized to 

12 do business in Florida. 

13 (f) Insurance required by this section may be placed with an authorized insurer or surplus 

14 lines insurer eligible under the Florida Surplus Lines Law, Sections 626.913-.937, Florida 

15 Statutes, if otherwise allowed under state law. 

16 (g) In any claims coverage investigation involving a VFH, a company shall cooperate with a 

17 liability insurer that insures the driver. 

18 (h) The existence of the insurance required by this section shall be disclosed on the 

19 company's website, and no contractual provisions required in the company's terms of 

20 service shall be used to waive or otherwise evade the insurance requirements of this 

21 chapter or state law. 
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2 VHF administrator, digital or written proof of the insurance policies required by this 

3 section. 

4 Sec. 28-12. Enforcement, rules and regulations, complaints. 

5 .~..::fa:.L) _ ____;::T~h==-e.....::VF~H~adm=~im:;::· s~tr::..:a:=to~r,_..i~s~a::::uth=o~ri::::z.:.:ed::...to=-.:en:fi=o~r~c::::.e-=th~i::::..s ..::arti=· c~le=...,_,.an=d...:::to~ad=o~p~t~rul=es"'-=an=d 

6 regulations for the proper administration and enforcement of this article. 

7 ...,(b:<.,l)'----"'lf::...;a=-p..,.;a=s=sen=g=-=er""""""fi=le=s:...:a=-co=m:.:.p""'l'='ru=· n=t=a="gru=·ns=t-=a:...:co=m~p=an==.~-y-=o"'-r-=dri=·'-'-v=er:....:r:..::eccgard==in::.c:g,_,a=-pll:'.'o=t:.::en::ti=·al=-=cn=·=m=inal= 

8 act or violation of this article with the citv, in addition to all other powers and remedies 

9 provided under this code, the VFH administrator or law enforcement staff shall have the 

10 right to inspect the company records as necessary to investigate and resolve the 

11 complaint. 

12 .>,..::( c=..r.)----=Th=e'--VF.:....::..:H=-=a=dm=i=m=· s=tr=a:=to=r--=o=r-=l=aw~en=fo=r=c=em=en=t::....:s=h=a=ll-=h=a:...:.v=e-=th=e=-n=·.,.gh=t:....;t=o-'co=n=d=uc=t:...:an=::....:ins=p"'-'e=c=ti=o=n 

13 for compliance with this article anytime a VFH is in operation or aP.QearS to be in 

14 operation. 

15 Sec. 28-13. Violations and penalties. 

16 Violations of the provisions of this article by a company or driver may be enforced by a 

17 suspension or revocation of any company license or driver authorization issued hereunder, civil 

18 citation pursuant to Section 2-339 and/or by criminal citation pursuant to Section 1-9 of this 

19 code. Each violation shall be deemed a se,parate and distinct offense and shall be penalized as a 

20 separate and distinct offense. 

21 Sec. 28-14. License revocation. 

22 .c( a=.~.)----=T=h=e'-'C=i:=..tv<-=m=a .... y-=r=ev ...... o=k=e=-th=e-=l=ic=ens=e=-o=r'-'dri=-=-· v.:....:e=r-=· s'-'a=u=th=o=n=· z=a:=ti=o=n'-'w'"'"'hi=·=c=h...cgrc.:an=ts::::....::th=e'-'p=n=· VI=-=·=le:.::go.:::ce-=o'-='f 

23 any company or driver to conduct VFH services on any of the following grounds: 
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1 (1) If the company and/or driver fails to follow any requirements of this article; 

2 (2) If the original application or any other required documentation are found to 

3 contain any false statements of material fact; or 

4 (3) If the company and/or driver fails to pay any fees or fines as specified in any 

5 applicable section ofthis article and/or Appendix A, of this code. 

6 (b) Violations occurring within a one year period shall result in progressive penalties as follows: 

7 (1) First and second violations (if the violation is capable of correction): Written 

8 warnings. The company or driver must correct the violation within ten (1 0) 

9 calendar days. 

10 (2) Third and subsequent violations or any violation not capable of being corrected: 

11 One year revocation of the company license and/or driver authorization, or as 

12 otherwise expressly provided in this article. 

13 (c) A company license shall not be revoked for acts of a driver in violation of this section 

14 unless the company actively participated in or had knowledge of the violation and took 

15 no action to address the issue. In instances where a company had knowledge of a 

16 violation and took corrective action, the company shall maintain written documentation 

17 of such actions for a minimum period of one year from the date that the corrective action 

18 was taken. 

19 (d) The procedure for revoking a company license or driver authorization is as follows: 

20 (1) The VFH administrator shall provide written notice to the company or driver, as 

21 applicable, by hand delivery or by certified or registered mail at least 15 calendar 

22 days prior to the effective date of the revocation. The written notice shall contain 

23 notice that the company or driver may contest the revocation by requesting a 
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1 hearing as provided below. Service shall be deemed complete if personally 

2 delivered upon the owner or an employee of the company or driver, as 

3 applicable. by any officer authorized by law to serve process or a duly appointed 

4 law enforcement officer. The person serving process shall make proof of service 

5 within the time during which the person served must respond to the process. If 

6 service cannot be personally made within the city, then service may be made by 

7 notice to a registered agent of the company or driver as applicable. 

8 (2) The company or driver may file a written request for a hearing prior to the 

9 effective date of the revocation with the city manager or his designee. Failure to 

10 timely request a hearing shall constitute a waiver by the company or driver of 

11 any rights to a hearing. Upon request for a hearing. the revocation shall be stayed 

12 until final administrative action has been effected. 

13 (3) At the hearing, the company or driver shall have the opportunity to present 

14 evidence (consisting of testimony and/or written documentation) they believe 

15 negates or mitigates the revocation. 

16 ( 4) In conducting the hearing, the city manager or designee shall have the power to 

17 take testimony under oath, require the production of books. paper, and other 

18 documents, and receive evidence. Should a party refuse to provide documents as 

19 directed by the city manager or designee. then there may be an adverse inference 

20 against the party who failed to produce said documents. All parties shall have an 

21 opportunity to respond, to present evidence and argument on all issues involved, 

22 to conduct cross-examination and submit rebuttal evidence, and to be represented 

23 by counsel. Hearsay evidence may be used for the purpose of supplementing or 
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1 explaining other evidence, but it shall not be sufficient in itself to support a 

2 finding unless it would be admissible over objection in civil actions. Any party 

3 desiring the hearing be recorded shall be responsible for arranging and paying 

4 the cost of a court reporter's attendance and services. 

5 (5) If the city manager or designee finds. by a preponderance of the evidence, that the 

6 company or driver meets the requirements for permit revocation, then the city 

7 manager or designee shall uphold the revocation of the company or driver and 

8 set the revocation date to begin 15 days from the date of the final administrative 

9 order. subject to a writ of certiorari being filed pursuant to paragraph (8) below. 

10 (6) If the city manager or designee finds that the company or driver does not meet the 

11 requirements for permit revocation, then the city manager or designee shall 

12 rescind the revocation of the company or driver. 

13 (7) The city manager or designee shall provide written notice of the final order to the 

14 company or driver as applicable. The decision of the city manager or designee 

15 shall be the final administrative action. 

16 (8) The final administrative order of the city is subject to certiorari review in a court 

17 of competent jurisdiction in Alachua County, Florida by the timely filing of a 

18 petition. Upon the filing of a petition in the Circuit Court, the revocation of the 

19 permit shall be stayed pending final disposition of the civil case. 

20 (e) Any company or driver whose company license or driver authorization has been revoked 

21 shall not be eligible to obtain a company license or driver pennit until such revocation period 

22 has expired. 

23 
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1 Section 2. Section 2-339 is amended as set forth below. Except as amended herein, the 

2 remainder of Section 2-339 remains in full force and effect. 

3 Sec. 2-339. - Applicable codes and ordinances. 

I Chapter 28 I Vehicle For Hire Taxieab regulation I sso.oo 
4 

5 Section 3. Appendix A. ''Schedule of Fees, Rates and Charges", ofthe Code of 

6 Ordinances of the City of Gainesville, is hereby amended as set forth below. Except as amended 

7 herein, the remainder of Appendix A remains in full force and effect. 

8 Appendix A - SCHEDULE OF FEES, RATES AND CHARGES 

9 VEHICLES FOR HIRE: 

10 For the period of January 1, 2015 throtlgh DeeefH:aer 31 , 2015 the follmving fees skall net 

11 ae ekB:Fged or eolleeted ay the City. llegimling January 1, 20Hi, the assessment and 

12 eolleetion of the fees shall resume. 

13 Fr8fteftise fee/per yeB£ Eseetion 28 5) ..... 319.25 

14 Medallion/permit (BieBRially per 7reftiele) ..... 29.00 

15 lfldilfidtiltl driNer permit fee Enew, tfansfers and reBev;als~ ..... 23 .00 

16 lfldiYidtial driYer permit fee (dtiplieates for last, stolen or destroyed) ..... 12.50 

17 Late pOH:alty, ttmil:lltl r~ort, p~eat net timely filee, ineamplete or inaeel:lfate 

18 (seetion 28 5), per moe.th ..... 29.00 

19 Annual VFH Company License .... 319.25 

20 Annual Driver Authorization .. ... 25.00 

21 Section 4. It is the intention of the City Commission that the provisions of Sections 1, 2 

22 and 3 of this Ordinance shall become and be made a part of the Code of Ordinances of the City 
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1 of Gainesville, Florida, and that the sections and paragraphs of this Ordinance may be 

2 renwnbered or relettered in order to accomplish such intentions. 

3 Section 5. If any word, phrase, clause, paragraph, section or provision of this ordinance 

4 or the application hereof to any person or circumstance is held invalid or unconstitutional, such 

5 finding shall not affect the other provisions or applications of the ordinance which can be given 

6 effect without the invalid or unconstitutional provisions or application, and to this end the 

7 provisions of this ordinance are declared severable. 

8 Section 6. All ordinances or parts of ordinances, in conflict herewith are to the extent of 

9 such conflict hereby repealed. 

10 Section 7. This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon final adoption. 

11 However, any company franchise, vehicle medallion/permit or driver permit issued pursuant to 

12 Chapter 28, Article I of the City Code of Ordinances prior to 6:00p.m. on August 20,2015 shall 

13 remain valid until its expiration date, unless it is suspended or revoked prior to that date. Any 

14 VFH company or driver (as defined in this ordinance) that does not have a valid company 

15 franchise, vehicle medallion/permit or driver permit issued by the city prior to 6:00p.m. on 

16 August 20, 2015, shall have until6:00 p.m. on September 21, 2015 to obtain a company license 

17 or driver authorization pursuant to this ordinance. 

18 

19 
20 
21 
22 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 

23 ATTEST: 
24 
25 
26 KURT M. LANNON 
27 CLERK OF THE COMMISSION 

of ____ ,, 2015. 

EDWARD B. BRADDY 
MAYOR 

Approved as to form and legality 

NICOLLE M. SHALLEY 
CITY ATTORNEY 
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1 
2 This Ordinance passed on first reading this __ day of ____ , 2015. 
3 This Ordinance passed on second reading this __ day of 2015. 
4 
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