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Our History 
March  1981 The Gainesville Junior Woman’s Club began investigating the need and interest for a girls 

club in the community with surveys and public meetings. 

November 1982 A 20 member Operations Board of Directors was created. The Girls Club of Alachua 
County was issued non-profit status. 

January 1985 Renae Clements (our first executive director) was hired. 

June 1985 The first Girls Club summer day camp was held at Sidney Lanier School, run by 
volunteers and was an incredible success. 

November 1985 The City of Gainesville granted Girls Club 5.3 acres of land. 

April 1986 Construction commenced on the Girls Club clubhouse. Summer Day Camp continued 
being held at Westwood Middle School. 

August 1987 The first after-school program at the Girls Club of Alachua County Clubhouse began. 

January 1988 United Way announced the Girls Club as one of their affiliated agents 

April 1991 A fifteen member rotating Board of Directors of the Girls Club of Alachua County 
Foundation was created and officers were elected 

November 1991 Girls Club of Alachua County Foundation was issued non-profit status. 

September 2008 The Girls Club underwent a name change and officially became Girls Place, Inc. 

October 2013 Renae Clements retires as Executive Director after 28 years of service. Janna Magette, 
PhD. is hired as her successor. 

July 2015 Girls Place celebrated its 30th year of hosting Summer Camp for Gainesville Girls. 
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Janna Magette, Ph.D. Christi Arrington Kaihla Szunko Tara Mercurio 

Executive Director Program Director Athletic Director Operations Director 

B.A., Davidson College 
M.S., University of Florida 
Ph.D., University of Florida 

B.S., University of Florida 
M.S., University of Florida 

B.S., Central Michigan 
M.S., University of Florida 

B.S., North Carolina State 
M.S., University of Florida 

Who We Are… 
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Our Boards 
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VALUES 
At Girls Place we believe that all girls 
should be encouraged, challenged, 
and supported to become 
independent, self-motivated 
individuals. 
 
VISION 
Girls Place girls become independent, 
supportive, kind, caring women who 
are leaders in their communities. 
 
MISSION 
At Girls Place, we empower girls to 
grow courageous, strong, and self-
sufficient. We inspire our girls to 
celebrate themselves—their minds, 
their hearts, and their physical well-
being.  
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What We Do… 
• Achieve:   Academic Counseling and Help  
   Increasing Educational Victories Everyday  
   (United Way) 
• After School 
• Athletics 

• Volleyball:  Fall and Spring Leagues 
• Basketball:  3-on-3 Winter League 
• Softball:  12U Team in City of Gainesville League 
• Track:  Spring Season with Boys and Girls Club 

• BrainPower:  Counseling and Wellness Program (CDBG) 
• First Place Leadership: Authentic Leadership Academy  
• Summer Day Camp 
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Girls Place State of the Union 
 
• Partnerships:  HOME, Gainesville Health and Fitness, United Way,  
 Kids Cafe, Alachua County Foster Grandparent Program, GREAAT,  
 University of Florida (STEAM, Athletics, Dean of Students), Master  
 Gardener Program 
• Development  

• 4 Annual Fundraisers   
• Scramble for Kids 
• Hat, Hearts, and Handbags  
• Swamp Chomp  
• Chicken Lunch  

• Grants:  Kiwanis, CAPP, CDBG 
• Donor Program (Launch 2016) 
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• We currently have a wait list for all programs 
• After School (15+), Summer Day Camp (30+) 
• The size and length of leagues are restricted due to space 
• So far, in 2015, there have been over 30,000 people through our 

facility 
• Want to grow without limiting access and opportunities to the girls 

of Gainesville 

Our Vision 
• Convert the infield of the track at the Kiwanis Challenge into a                    

multi-purpose field for Girls Place activities (After School, Summer, 
and Athletics—60+ interested in soccer/lacrosse) 

• Girls Place incurs all costs for the conversion 
• City of Gainesville provides maintenance 
• Together, Girls Place and City of Gainesville coordinate a schedule        

benefitting Girls Place and the community 
• Build a multi-purpose gymnasium 

Our Challenge 



The Vision 



 

The Future of Girls Place… 
• Fits both the City of  
Gainesville and Girls  
Place strategic  
master plans. 
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