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www.girlsplace.net


http://www.girlsplace.net

Our History

March 1981

The Gainesville Junior Woman'’s Club began investigating the need and interest for a girls
club in the community with surveys and public meetings.

November 1982

A 20 member Operations Board of Directors was created. The Girls Club of Alachua
County was issued non-profit status.

January 1985  Renae Clements (our first executive director) was hired.
The first Girls Club summer day camp was held at Sidney Lanier School, run by
June 1985 . .
volunteers and was an incredible success.
November 1985 [The City of Gainesville granted Girls Club 5.3 acres of land.
April 1086 Construction commenced on the Girls Club clubhouse. Summer Day Camp continued
Prit19 being held at Westwood Middle School.
August 1987 The first after-school program at the Girls Club of Alachua County Clubhouse began.
January 1988  |[United Way announced the Girls Club as one of their affiliated agents
. A fifteen member rotating Board of Directors of the Girls Club of Alachua County
April 1991

Foundation was created and officers were elected

November 1991

Girls Club of Alachua County Foundation was issued non-profit status.

September 2008

The Girls Club underwent a name change and officially became Girls Place, Inc.

October 2013

Renae Clements retires as Executive Director after 28 years of service. Janna Magette,
PhD. is hired as her successor.

July 2015

Girls Place celebrated its 30th year of hosting Summer Camp for Gainesville Girls.
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Engaged and motivated Confident and capable readers  Increased reading and overall grades  access to higher education and meaningful jobs  catalyst for change and life out of poverty

Importance of this program: children making great grades! Testing reveals 2 grade levels behind


Who We Are...

Janna Magette, Ph.D. Christi Arrington Kaihla Szunko Tara Mercurio

Executive Director Program Director Athletic Director =~ Operations Director

B.A., Davidson College
M.S., University of Florida
Ph.D., University of Florida

B.S., University of Florida B.S., Central Michigan B.S., North Carolina State
M.S., University of Florida M.S., University of Florida M.S., University of Florida
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Introductions and history
	Amy Howard of Venture Realty of North Florida = New President
	Kacey Anderson of McGriff Williams Insurance = Vice President of Programs
	
	Lisa!
.


Our Boards

Operations

Kacey Anderson
Gia Arvin, Past President
Mike Barton
Carmen Braun
Erica Brown
Kristen Farrell
Virginia Griffis, Secretary
Marynelle Hardee
Amy Howard, President
Edwina Hurst
Sheila Jones
Natalie King
Cassie Macias
Francisco Oquendo
Matt Pendleton
Celia Slater
Kathy Viehe, President-Elect
Abby Wagner
Alan West, Treasurer

Foundation

Kay Ayers
Sheila Crapo
Carolyn Daniel
Michele du Bois
Leslie Florence
Evelyn Foxx
Beverly Gatton
Frank Graddy
Marlene Haakonson
Andrea Hunt
Linda Ireland
Liz Jones
Debby Knopf
Johnny Mallory
Beth Mills
Myra Morgan
Lynn Read
Sharon Sperling
Jim Stewart
Geraldine Ward

Honorary &
In Memoriam

Dr. Ruth Alexander
Robert Bryan
C.B. Daniel, Jr.
Polly Doughty
Thelma Fletcher
Deedee Smith
Michael Tillman
Marilyn Tubb
Robert Wigglesworth
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Even when low-income parents do everything they can for their children, their limited resources put kids at a huge disadvantage.
	Fewer play areas in their homes
	Less access to computers and the Internet
	Own fewer books & toys
	Spend more time watching TV
	Less likely to have friends over to play

ACHIEVE and Girls Place
	Build supportive relationships
	Provide positive guidance
	Foster hope and optimism
	Take time for affirmation and celebration

Benefits
	Strong secure relationships help stabilize children’s behavior
	Provide the core guidance needed to build lifelong social skills
		Children learn healthy, appropriate emotional responses to everyday situations
	Children raised in poor households often fail to learn these responses to the detriment of their school performance
	Ensures the likelihood of maintaining a C or better and ultimately graduating from high school
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What We Do...

e Achieve: Academic Counseling and Help
Increasing Educational Victories Everyday
(United Way)
e After School
e Athletics
e Volleyball: Fall and Spring Leagues
e Basketball: 3-on-3 Winter League
e Softball: 12U Team in City of Gainesville League
e Track: Spring Season with Boys and Girls Club
e BrainPower: Counseling and Wellness Program (CDBG)
e First Place Leadership: Authentic Leadership Academy
e Summer Day Camp
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Neglected to pull the CAPP Allocation out of the “Other Grants”



Girls Place State of the Union

e Partnerships: HOME, Gainesville Health and Fitness, United Way,
Kids Cafe, Alachua County Foster Grandparent Program, GREAAT,
University of Florida (STEAM, Athletics, Dean of Students), Master
Gardener Program

® Development JIM & KAREN MCELWAIN
e 4 Annual Fundraisers Scramble\g"l(lds
e Scramble for Kids cr

e Hat, Hearts, and Handbags  cox

e Swamp Chomp :

e Chicken Lunch /amp Chor
e Grants: Kiwanis, CAPP, CDBG i A Bl
e Donor Program (Launch 2016)

Chicken Lunch
Beneditting Girls Place
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Poverty should not be an excuse not to succeed
24% of Alachua County residents live in poverty, almost 10% higher than the state.

"Childhood lays the foundations for adult abilities, interests, and motivation." [21] Therefore, if they learn certain poverty-related behaviors in childhood, the behaviors are more likely to perpetuate.

Volunteer are not enough to accomplish big goals

School
Work
Family
Emergencies

Take priority with them

We need a more stable backbone

Investing  in the development of young girls increases their sense of self worth,
Stabilizes child’s behavior,
Fosters hope and optimism,
Provides appropriate emotional responses to everyday situation,
Increases graduation rates.




Request of $25,948 is 5% of GP total budget – $499, 448 including CAPP (if asked)
 
Discuss Budget error NOW before next slide
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Our Challenge

e We currently have a wait list for all programs

e After School (15+), Summer Day Camp (30+) '

e The size and length of leagues are restricted due to space

e So far, in 2015, there have been over 30,000 people through our
facility

e Want to grow without limiting access and opportunities to the girls
of Gainesville

Our Vision

e Convert the infield of the track at the Kiwanis Challenge into a
multi-purpose field for Girls Place activities (After School, Summer,
and Athletics—60+ interested in soccer/lacrosse)

e Girls Place incurs all costs for the conversion

e City of Gainesville provides maintenance

e Together, Girls Place and City of Gainesville coordinate a sechedule
benefitting Girls Place and the community

e Build a multi-purpose gymnasium




The Vision

SVM

PROPOSED GIRLS PLACE GYMNASIUM
conceptual perspective 10-2015
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The Future of Girls Place...

e Fits both the City of
Gainesville and Girls
Place strategic
master plans.

CONGEPTUAL PARKS, REGREATIGN AND CULTURAL ATTATZS VISion

Comenunity Paris
i

i Jor s in Gaineswile community parks. Addiianatly, the Cty should ry o &
of 5 community pas open spaces. There s  need pedesirion
Foutes and 30cess DOt 10 and within the parks. Site-specfc recommendations fos community poks include:

A Ray” Mass oy Westside Pack:
+ Provide accossible routs 10, the playgiosnd and

1 may be warranvend
eed of reacnation and

and the basketbal count
it ard should be replaced
Mew dugauts, batting cages and bleacher oreas are
et of uparaces.
e the walking peth around the park to meet ADA

Add mom water fouriains and concessions
throughout the park.

Kawanis Crallenge park:
Consider the consaldation o Kuanis Chalorge
Park areh Grosnisea Park int0 3 singhe, undbed park
sio, Currently 1o paved Inkage between the garks
Py
Replace playground surfacing with ADA comgiiant
poured in phace rublscrized material

sing ADA sccess pacls within plwygronds have
fotated ardian may noi be of the proper

30 30 30 30

cracking and/or heaving ssues cbserved.
Evaluate the easibiity o frthesing the partneiships
etween the cny and the adjacent rerabiltation
center and Girls Place oc. in an efort to betrer
Fraintain and actvate the park spoce.

30 30 30 30
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Girls are the agents of change
Invest in girls’ economic potential  and enhanced education through ACHIEVE


The benefits of girls’ education extends to their own children who are often healthier and more educated because their mothers went to school.

In the United States almost one half of children born to low income parents become low income adults

When government invests in children to ensure they have skills and opportunities to succeed in the labor market, and observes that though this has historically meant promoting access to higher and higher levels of education, it is becoming increasingly important that attention be paid to preschool and early childhood education.[


Studies have shown that household structure sometimes has a connection to childhood poverty. Most studies on the subject also show that the children that are in poverty tend to come from single-parent households (most often matriarchal). In 1997, nearly 8.5 million (57%) poor children in the US came from single-parent households.[22] With the rate of divorce increasing and the number of children born out of wedlock increasing, the number of children that are born into or fall into single-parent households is also increasing. However, this does not mean that the child/children will be impoverished because of it.
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