
 

1 
 

 RULES OF THE UTILITY ADVISORY BOARD 
 CITY OF GAINESVILLE, FLORIDA 
 Approved by the City Commission on __________ 
 
 
 ARTICLE I 
 Objectives 
 General Governing Rules 
 
Objectives.  The objectives and purposes of the Utility Advisory Board (“UAB”) is to advise and 
make recommendations to the Gainesville City Commission regarding all aspects of the governance 
of the city’s electric, gas, telecommunications, water and wastewater utilities. The UAB shall serve 
as a channel of communications between the City Commission, utility staff, and the utility 
customers.   
 
General Governing Rules.  The UAB shall adopt rules of procedure to carry out its purposes. All 
rules must conform to the City’s Code and state law and must be approved by the City Commission. 
These rules of procedure may be amended by the affirmative vote of four (4) members of the 
Utilities Advisory Board and the approval of the City Commission.  
 
 ARTICLE II 
 Membership 
 
Section 1 Number of Members.   The UAB shall consist of seven (7) members appointed by the 

City Commission. 
 
Section 2 Membership Qualifications.   Members of the UAB shall reside within the utility 

service area and receive utility service. A minimum of one member shall reside 
outside the Gainesville city limits. 

 
Section 3 Term.  Each UAB member shall be appointed to a four-year term.  For the first seven 

appointed UAB members, three (3) will serve an initial term of two (2) years and four 
(4) will serve an initial term of four years. The City Commission designated which of 
its initial appointees are to serve the two (2) year terms. 

 
Section 4 Attendance.   UAB members are required to attend all regular and special meetings of 

the UAB.  Each UAB member may be granted two (2) excused absences per calendar 
year. A UAB member shall notify the board secretary of an absence prior to the 
meeting, if practicable. 
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Section 5 Vacancy.  When a position becomes vacant before the end of the term, the city 
commission shall appoint a substitute member to fill the vacancy for the duration of 
the vacated term. 

 
 ARTICLE III 
 Officers and Their Duties 
 
Section 1 Officers.  The officers of the UAB shall consist of a Chair and Vice-Chair.   
 
Section 2 Chair.  The Chair shall preside at all meetings of the UAB and shall decide all points 

of order and procedure in accordance with parliamentary procedure.  The Chair shall 
have the privilege of discussing all matters before the UAB and voting thereon. 

 
Section 3 Vice-Chair.  The Vice-Chair shall act for the Chair in the Chair’s absence.  In the 

absence of the Chair and Vice-Chair, the quorum present shall select a Chair for the 
meeting.   

 
 ARTICLE IV 
 Election of Officers 
 

Section 1 The members of the UAB shall annually elect a chair and vice-chair from among 
their membership.  A candidate shall be elected by a majority of the UAB members 
and shall serve for a one (1) year term at the pleasure of the board or until a successor 
shall take office.     

 
Section 2 Nomination for the positions of Chair and Vice-Chair shall be made from the floor at 

a meeting held prior to the expiration of the term of the Chair and Vice-Chair, and 
the elections shall follow immediately thereafter.     

 
Section 3 Vacancies in office shall be filled immediately by regular election procedure. 

 
ARTICLE V 

 Clerk 
 

Section 1 The General Manager of Utilities, or his/her authorized representative, shall delegate 
an assigned GRU employee and/or an authorized alternate to serve as the clerk of the 
UAB.   

 
Section 2 The Clerk shall provide notice of each meeting to the Clerk of the Commission at 

least seven (7) days prior to the meeting.  Consistent with the Chair’s 
recommendations, the Clerk shall prepare agendas and make, or cause to be made, 
the minutes of each meeting showing the vote of each member on every question.  
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The Clerk shall verify the attendance of board members at each meeting and shall file 
the attendance record with the Clerk of the Commission as soon as practicable.  The 
Clerk shall serve as recorder and custodian of all board records and attend to 
correspondence of the UAB members and to such other duties as may be necessary.   
  

 
 ARTICLE VI 
 Meetings and Rules of Procedure  
 

Section 1 Regular Meetings.  The UAB shall meet at least once each calendar month, unless 
cancelled by the board or its chair. 

 
Section 2 Special Meetings.   Special meetings may be called by the Chair, the city commission 

or two or more members of the UAB.  The Chair shall call such a meeting when 
requested to do so by a majority vote of the members of the board.   

 
Section 3 Quorum.  A quorum shall consist of a majority of the members of the utility board; 

however a smaller number may adjourn the meeting.  Official action may be taken by 
majority vote when a quorum is present. 

 
Section 4 The UAB and its members shall be subject to the provisions of Florida’s Government 

in the Sunshine Law (section 286.012, Florida Statutes), Florida’s Code of Ethics for 
Public Officers and Employees (Part III, Chapter 112, Florida Statutes), and Florida 
Public Records Law (Chapter 119, Florida Statutes), all as may be amended from 
time to time.  

 
 ARTICLE VII 
 Order of Business 
 

The order of business at regular meetings shall be: 

a. Call to Order 
b. Roll Call 
c. Approval of Agenda 
d. Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting 
e. Unfinished Business from Previous Meeting 
f. New Business 
g. Public Comment 
h. Board Comment 
i. Adjournment. 

 
  

 




