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TO: Historic Preservation Board                         Item Number: 1  
FROM: Department of Doing, Planning Staff 

 
DATE: March 7, 2017  

  
 
Recommendation 
 
Staff recommends approval of Petition HB-17-07 with the following conditions: 

-Recess new exterior partitions 3-4” from exterior face of the brick walls . Construct new 

partitions on top of existing porch floor, so that existing brick sill remains visible, and that the 

existing wood beams are retained. 

-Existing exterior brick walls on enclosed porches to remain as-is, without installation of 

sheetrock or paint. 

-Interior grilles on new rear window should attempt to follow proportion and size of panes of 

existing rear façade windows. 
-Construction documents will be reviewed by Historic Preservation Staff once submitted for 
permitting.

SUBJECT: Petition HB-17-07.  Bonita & Paul Seide, owners. Enclosure of a front corner 
porch and rear corner porch.  Located at 1119 NW 4th Avenue. The building is 
contributing to the University Heights Historic District- North. 
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Project Description 
 
The property is located at 1119 NW 4th Avenue.  The parcel (13944-000-000) is zoned RMF-5. 
The structure was built in 1948 and is a contributing structure to the University Heights- North 
Historic District. 
 
The applicant is proposing to enclose the existing two porches, one on the front and one on 
the back of the house. 
 
The existing front porch is located on the northeast corner of the house, and is enclosed by a 
screened partition with decorative wood framing at its base (See exhibit 3, photos 1, 2, 3, and 
4). The proposal for the front porch includes installing two new partitions between the house 
and an existing brick pillar at the exterior corner of the porch. A 27” “kneewall” with woodgrain 
vertical Hardi-panel cladding will act as the base of the new partitions and will be installed at 
approximately the same height of the existing wooden railing.   
 
To maintain the open screened porch look, windows will be installed between the knee wall 
and the existing wood beam (see exhibit 3, photo 3). The windows will be 1/1 single-hung 
aluminum sash (see exhibit 5, windows). An existing wood-paneled door (see exhibit 3, photo 
7) will be relocated from the rear porch to the side elevation of the new front porch enclosure. 
The two existing exterior brick walls on the porch will remain as-is.  
 
The existing rear porch is located at the southeast corner of the house and is enclosed by 
dilapidated plywood siding (see exhibit 3, photos 5 and 6). The proposal includes enclosing the 
rear porch for use as a bathroom.  The exterior will be clad with the same woodgrain vertical 
Hardi-panel as used on the front porch. A single-hung aluminum window with 4/4 interior 
grilles will be installed in the rear wall of the enclosure (see exhibit 5, windows). The two 
existing exterior brick walls on the porch will remain as-is.    
 
Basis for Approval 
Consideration of a Certificate of Appropriateness application is pursuant to the City of 
Gainesville’s Historic Preservation Rehabilitation and Design Guidelines and The Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation.  
 
1. Staff Recommendation for Front Porch  
 
This section references the Entries, Porches and Balconies section and the Exterior Fabric 
section of the Historic Preservation Rehabilitation and Design Guidelines (see exhibit 1).   
 
Staff finds the front-porch enclosures appropriate due to 1) plans to maintain the overall 
character and look of the screened in porch by maintaining a knee wall design and 2) 
maintaining the openness of the porch through the use of transparent materials, such as the 
one-over-one windows. Per the guidelines, “If enclosures are undertaken, maintain the 
openness of porches through the use of transparent materials such as glass or screens. Place 
enclosures behind significant detailing so that the detailing is not obscured.” 
  
Per the guideline, “New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken 
in such a manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic 
property and its environment would be unimpaired.” 
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2. Staff Recommendations for Rear Porch 
 
This section references the Entries, Porches and Balconies section, the Exterior Fabric section, 
and the Windows, Shutters and Awnings section of the Historic Preservation Rehabilitation and 
Design Guidelines (see exhibit 1).   
 
Staff finds enclosing the rear-side porch for the purpose of creating an additional bathroom 
appropriate due to this enclosure’s location at the rear of the house, which is not visible from 
the street, and that the new enclosure will not permanently impair the form and historic 
integrity of the house. 
 
3. Recommendation for Enclosures of Front and Rear Porches 
 
Staff recommends that the new partitions be recessed 3-4 inches behind exterior face of the 
brick walls (see exhibit 2), so the enclosure reads as a new insertion. Staff also recommends 
construction of the new partitions on top of the existing porch floor, so that the existing brick 
sill remains visible. Per the guidelines, “Place enclosures behind significant detailing so that the 
detailing is not obscured.” 
 
Per the guideline, “New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken 
in such a manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic 
property and its environment would be unimpaired.” 
 
4. Recommendation for Window 
 
“The rhythm of window and door openings is an important part of the character of buildings. In 
some instances, new window or door openings may be required to fulfill code requirements or 
for practical needs. New openings should be located on nonsignificant walls. For commercial 
buildings these would be common or party walls or secondary elevations. For residential 
buildings, these would be side or rear walls not readily visible from a main thoroughfare.” 
 
The owner proposes to add a window on the rear wall of the enclosure. This window will be 
aluminum with interior grilles. Staff finds the interior grilles appropriate as the new window 
will be on the rear enclosure wall and not visible from the street. Staff recommends that the 
proportion and size of the new window panes closely follow the existing rear façade windows.  
 
Per the guidelines, “the addition of modern windows, metal sash, sliding glass windows or any 
type of window which is inappropriate to the period shall be confined to “less visible secondary 
elevations.” 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Andrew Persons, AICP, Principal Planner 
 
Prepared by:    

 
Megan Echols, Planner 
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List of Exhibits 
 
Exhibit 1 City of Gainesville Historic Preservation Rehabilitation Guidelines 

Guidelines: Entries, Porches and Balconies 

Guidelines: Exterior Fabric 

Guidelines: Windows, Shutters and Awnings 

Exhibit 2 Sketches 

Exhibit 3 Site Photos 

Exhibit 4 Schematic Drawings 

Exhibit 5 Cut Sheets 

  HardiePanels 

  Windows 

  Site Survey 
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Exhibit 1 
 
Entries, Porches and Balconies 
 
Applicable Secretary Standards  
 
5. Distinctive features, finishes and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that 
characterize a historic property shall be preserved.  
 
9. New additions, exterior alterations or related new construction shall not destroy historic 
materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and 
shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale and architectural features to protect the historic 
integrity of the property and its environment.  
 
10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner 
that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its 
environment would be unimpaired.  
 
Porches  
Porches have been a traditional and significant feature of architecture. Porches served as a 
covered entrance to buildings and a transitional space between the interior and exterior. They 
provided a protected, shaded area used for relief from the state’s hot and humid weather. They 
were often the principal location for ornamentation and detailing, such as brackets and other 
jigsawn woodwork, posts, columns, and balustrades. Size, style, ornateness or simplicity, sense 
of openness, and detailing were all important attributes of porches. Such features should be 
preserved during the course of rehabilitating a building under Standard 2.  
There are a number of common problems associated with porch treatments. Owners are often 
tempted to enclose porches for additional year-round living space. Although porch enclosures are 
generally not recommended, they can meet Standards 5, 9, and 10 under limited circumstances. 
Transparent materials, such as clear glass enclosures or screens, which are set behind balustrade 
and structural systems and maintain the visual openness of a porch are permitted. Removal or 
encasement of significant porch features or enclosures with non-transparent materials are not 
acceptable treatments. Permitted enclosures should be attached in such a way that if removed, the 
form and integrity of the porch would remain.  
 
Extant porches which have previously been enclosed or otherwise altered are permitted to remain 
under the guidelines. There is no requirement to restore an altered or missing feature. However, if 
enclosures or other inappropriate alterations are removed during the course of rehabilitation, they 
cannot be replaced. Moreover, new construction must comply with Standard 9. 
 
Recommended  
3. If enclosures are undertaken, maintain the openness of porches through the use of transparent 
materials such as glass or screens. Place enclosures behind significant detailing so that the 
detailing is not obscured.  
4. If additional interior space is needed or desired, place the addition at the rear of the building 
rather than enclosing a porch. 
 
Not Recommended  
3. Enclosing porches in a manner that destroys their historical appearance. 
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Exterior Fabric 
 
9. New additions, exterior alterations or related new construction shall not destroy historic 
materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and 
shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale and architectural features to protect the 
historic integrity of the property and its environment. 
 
Wood: Weatherboard, novelty, drop, shingles and other wooden siding. Identify, retain and 
preserve historic siding and its material, functional and decorative aspects such as masonry, 
rubble, clapboard, shiplap and novelty. 
 
Recommended  
1. Retain wooden materials and features such as siding, cornices, brackets, soffits, fascia, 
window architrave, and doorway pediments, wherever possible. These are essential components 
of a building’s appearance and architectural style. 
 
3. Artificial siding may be permitted if the material is shown to be compatible in quality, shape 

and scale with the historic buildings 

Windows, Shutters and Awnings 

9. New additions, exterior alterations or related new construction shall not destroy historic 

materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and 

shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale and architectural features to protect the historic 

integrity of the property and its environment.  

 

Windows  

Identify, retain, and preserve windows and their functional features that contribute to defining the 

building. Such features include frames, sash muntins, glazing, sills and moldings. 

 

The placement, design, and materials of windows is often a significant part of the architectural 

character of a building. Common historic windows in the Gainesville’s Historic Districts are 

doublehung sash in a 1/1, 2/2, 6/6 or multi-light/1 pattern, wooden or steel casement types, and 

commercial show windows. Windows often offer or contain significant stylistic elements. 
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Examples include lancet windows with stained glass in Gothic Revival churches; multi-light 

upper sash in Bungalows; and round arch windows in buildings associated with Mediterranean 

influenced styles. Non-historic windows include awning, jalousie, and pivot types.  

 

The following steps are recommended for evaluating historic windows. First, analyze their 

significance to the building. Consider their size, shape, color, and detailing. Then consider the 

condition of the window. Inspect the sill, frame, sash, paint and wood surface, hardware, 

weather-stripping, stops, trim, operability, and glazing. Then, establish repair and replacement 

needs for existing windows. 

 

The rhythm of window and door openings is an important part of the character of buildings. In 

some instances, new window or door openings may be required to fulfill code requirements or for 

practical needs. New openings should be located on nonsignificant walls. For commercial 

buildings these would be common or party walls or secondary elevations. For residential 

buildings, these would be side or rear walls not readily visible from a main thoroughfare. 

 

Window Additions  

New window openings are inappropriate on the principal facade(s); new openings should be 

placed on secondary elevations. The addition of modern windows, metal sash, sliding glass 

windows or any type of window which is inappropriate to the period shall be confined to “less 

visible secondary elevations.” 
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Exhibit 2: Sketches 
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Exhibit 3: Site Photos 

 
(Photo 1; Left, Street View of Structure and Front Porch) 
 

 
(Photo 2; Left View of Front Porch Exterior) 
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(Photo 3; Interior Panoramic Photo of Front Porch) 
 

 
(Photo 4; Interior of Front Porch, brick column detail) 
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(Photo 5; Rear Elevation of Structure) 
 

 
(Photo 6; Exterior of Rear Porch) 
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(Photo 7; Back Door) 
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Exhibit 4: Schematic Drawings 
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Exhibit 5: Cut Sheets 

 

HardiePanel 
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Windows 
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Site Survey 
 

 


