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TO: Historic Preservation Board                         Item Number: 1    

FROM: Department of Doing, Planning Staff DATE: July 5, 2017  

 
 
Recommendation 
Staff recommends approval of Petition HP-17-24.  

 

 
 
Project Description  
The property is located at 711 NE 5th Street between NE 7th Avenue and NE 8th Avenue.  The 
0.13 acre parcel (12312-000-000) is zoned RSF-3. The site contains a one-story Craftsman style 
house, built c. 1930 with a rear addition and property fencing constructed 2009-2010. 
 

SUBJECT: Petition HP-17-24.  Zach Selden & Amie Kreppel, owners.  Application for 
Certificate of Appropriateness and Zoning Modification for shed installation at 
711 NE 5th Street. The property is contributing to the Northeast Residential 
Historic District. 
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The Owners propose the installation of an engineered wood storage shed at the north side of 
the house, in front of the existing fence that encloses the backyard, yet within a second 
existing fenced area, approximately 11’-6” x 13’, adjacent to the driveway. The Owners have 
selected this location for easy access to the shed without going in the backyard, which has little 
room for a shed. The shed is approximately 9’-5” x 11’-2” with a gable roof peak height of 8’-6”. 
The shed has double doors which will face south onto the driveway and will be painted blue to 
match the house.  
 
The Owners are requesting a zoning modification for the side setback of the shed, which, as an 
accessory structure, is required to be 3’-0”. In order to fit the shed into the existing fenced area 
and retain an existing tree, the owners request a side setback of 1’-0”. If the shed was installed 
with the 3’-0” required setback, it would project beyond the fenced area into the driveway, 
visible from the street as well as blocking the existing gate into the backyard. With a 1’-0” 
setback, the shed is mostly placed behind the 6’ tall fence and will be mostly hidden from the 
street. 
 
Project Review 
The Design Guidelines: Chapter 11: Auxiliary Structures state: 

 
Garages, tool sheds, and other structures should be compatible with the design of the major 

buildings on the site. Newer buildings should take their design clues from other existing 
(contributing) outbuildings. The use of traditional roof slope and traditional materials are two 
important criteria. 
 
Recommended 
1. Use materials similar in size, proportion, and detail to the original. 
2. If additional interior space is needed or desired, place the addition at the rear of the building 

site. 
 
Not Recommended 
1. Obscuring important features of the property with new auxiliary structures. 
2. Designs that, through their scale, detail and materials detract from the principal buildings or 

settings. 
 

Staff Approval Guidelines (sheds): 
-Is not to be attached to structure; 
-Does not exceed 8 feet in wall height and 200 sq. ft. in area. 
-Sited behind the rear wall line of the principal building 
-Comprised of materials compatible with main structure. 

 
The shed meets three of the four criteria for staff approval guidelines. The Board must review 
the proposal for: 1) the proposed shed is not sited behind the rear wall line of the principal 
building and 2) the request for side setback modification from 3’-0” to 1’-0”. 
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Basis for Approval – Zoning Modification Request  
The Land Development Code requirements under Section 30-112(d) (4) b state that the 
modification “will not affect the public safety, health, or welfare of abutting property owners 
or the district;” the proposed change is “consistent with historic development, design patterns 
or themes in the historic district,” “the proposal reflects a particular theme or design pattern 
that will advance the development pattern of the historic district,” and “the proposed complies 
with utility, stormwater, access requirements and other requirements related to site design in 
the land development code.” Lastly, “where the proposed modification would encroach into a 
side or rear yard setback that adjoins an existing lot, notice will be provided to the adjacent 
property owner.” As this pertains to the side setback, the adjacent lot owner has been notified 
by letter. 
 
Basis for Staff Recommendation  
While placement of a shed at the side of the primary house is not typical for the historic 
district, Staff finds that placement of the shed behind the existing fencing, in combination with 
the compatible design of the shed, will not detract from the principal building. The shed is also 
a removable structure and can be considered reversible, as pertains to The Secretary of the 
Interior Standards. Staff also finds that the zoning modification request appropriate, as it will 
assist in screening the shed from view and the shed’s location is adjacent to a neighboring 
driveway, not a building. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,     
 

       
      
Andrew Persons       
Interim Principal Planner      
         
Prepared by:       

 
Cleary Larkin, AIA 
Planner 
 
List of Exhibits 
 
Exhibit 1 COA Application 
Exhibit 2 Specifications and photos of shed 
Exhibit 3 Site Plan Diagram 
Exhibit 4 Site Photos 
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Exhibit 2 Proposed Shed 
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Exhibit 3 Site Plan Diagram 
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Exhibit 4 Site Photos 

Top (1): View of South side of house, with air conditioner unit and low deck 
Bottom (2) : View of play area and addition 



9 

Petition HP-17-24 
July 05, 2017 

Exhibit 4 Site Photos 

Top (3): View of north side of house, showing addition and brick patio 
Bottom (4) : View of north side of house, showing addition and brick patio 
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Exhibit 4 Site Photos 

Top (5): View of north side of house, showing backyard 
Bottom (6) : View of north side of house, fenced area for proposed shed. Tree to remain. 
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Exhibit 4 Site Photos 

Top (7): View of house from street 
Bottom (8) : View of house from street 
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Exhibit 4 Site Photos 

Top (9): View of house from street 
Bottom (10) : View of house from street 
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