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Future Land Use A-1 
Revision Dates and Ordinance Numbers 

(See Page A-55) 

 

      
 

 

 

Goals, Objectives 

   & Policies

 

Future 

Land Use Element 
 
 
 

GOAL 1               IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF LIFE AND ACHIEVE A SUPERIOR, 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT PATTERN IN THE CITY BY 

CREATING  AND  MAINTAINING  CHOICES  IN  HOUSING, 

OFFICES, RETAIL, AND WORKPLACES, AND ENSURING THAT A 

PERCENTAGE OF LAND USES ARE MIXED, AND WITHIN 

WALKING DISTANCE OF IMPORTANT DESTINATIONS. 

 
Objective 1.1       Adopt   urban   design   principles   that   adhere   to   timeless   (proven 

successful), traditional principles. 
 

Policy 1.1.1          To the extent possible, all planning shall be in the form of complete and 

integrated communities containing housing, shops, workplaces, schools, parks 

and civic facilities essential to the daily life of the residents. 

 
Policy 1.1.2          To the extent possible, neighborhoods should be sized so that housing, jobs, 

daily needs and other activities are within easy walking distance of each other. 

 
Policy 1.1.3          Neighborhoods should contain a diversity of housing types to enable citizens 

from a wide range of economic levels and age groups to live within its 

boundaries. 

 
Policy 1.1.4          The City and its neighborhoods, to the extent possible, shall have a center 

focus that combines commercial, civic, cultural, and recreational uses. 

 
Policy 1.1.5          The City, to the extent possible, should contain an ample supply of squares, 



Future Land Use A-2 
Revision Dates and Ordinance Numbers 

(See Page A-55) 

 

greens, and parks with frequent use encouraged through placement, definition 

and design. 



Future Land Use A-3 
Revision Dates and Ordinance Numbers 

(See Page A-55) 

Goals, 
Objectives 

& Policies 

 

 

 

Policy 1.1.6          The City shall encourage community-serving facilities, such as government 

offices, farmers markets, and convention centers to be centrally located, 

instead of in dispersed, remote, peripheral locations. Public, community- 

serving facilities should be developed primarily in the City’s central core and, 

as appropriate, in neighborhood centers. Private, community-serving facilities 

should be discouraged from locating in peripheral locations. 

 
Objective 1.2       Protect and promote viable transportation choices (including 

transit, walking and bicycling, and calmed car traffic). 

 
Policy 1.2.1          The City may vacate street right-of-way only if it does not prevent reasonable 

connection f o r  e x i s t i n g  a n d  f u t u r e  p u b l i c  t r a n s i t , 

p e d e s t r i a n , a n d   non- motorized and motorized vehicle trips. 

 
Policy 1.2.2          The City should use design standards in the Land Development Code to 

ensure that higher densities are livable. 

 
Policy 1.2.3 The City should encourage mixed-use development, where appropriate. 

 
Policy 1.2.4          The City should reduce or eliminate minimum parking requirements, where 

appropriate. 

 
Policy 1.2.5          The City should encourage creation of short-cuts for pedestrians and bicyclists 

with additional connections and cross access in order to create walking and 

bicycling connections between neighborhoods and neighborhood (activity) 

centers. 

 
Policy 1.2.6 The City should encourage or require buildings to put “eyes on the street” 

with front facade windows and doors. 

 
Policy 1.2.7          The City should strive, incrementally, and when the opportunity arises street 

by street to form an interconnected network of neighborhood streets and 

sidewalks supportive of car, bicycle, pedestrian, and transit routes within a 

neighborhood and between neighborhoods knitting  neighborhoods together 

and not forming barriers between them. Dead ends and cul-de-sacs should be 

avoided or minimized. Multiple streets and sidewalks should connect into and 

out of a neighborhood. 

 
Policy 1.2.8          Gated residential developments shall be prohibited to keep all parts of the 

community accessible by all citizens, and to promote transportation choice. 

 
Policy 1.2.9          The City shall require, on long block faces (480 or more feet), the provision of 

intermediate connections in the pedestrian network. For example, direct 

walkway and bicycle routes to schools should be provided. 



Future Land Use A-4 
Revision Dates and Ordinance Numbers 

(See Page A-55) 

Goals, 
Objectives 

& Policies 

 

 

 

Policy 1.2.10        The City should amend the Land Development Code to require that multiple- 

family developments be designed to include orientation of the front door to a 

neighborhood sidewalk and street. 

 
Policy 1.2.11        The City should allow home occupations in all residential areas provided they 

do not generate excessive traffic and parking. Home occupations should be 

regulated through the Land Development Code. 

 
Objective 1.3       Adopt land development regulations that guide the transformation of 

conventional shopping centers into walkable, mixed-use neighborhood 

(activity) centers. 

 
Policy 1.3.1          When feasible, neighborhood centers should be designed to include a gridded, 

interconnected street network lined with street-facing buildings and buildings 

at least 2 stories in height. 

 
Policy 1.3.2          Centers should be pleasant, safe, and convenient for pedestrians and bicyclists 

and contain a strong connection to transit service. 

 
Policy 1.3.3          Centers should, to the extent feasible, contain a range of mixed land use types 

preferably  within  a  one-quarter  mile  area  including  such  uses  as 

neighborhood-scaled retail, office, recreation, civic, school, day care, places 

of assembly, and medical uses. The uses should be compact and vertically and 

horizontally mixed.  Multiple connections to and from surrounding areas 

should be provided along the edges of a mixed-use area. 

 
Policy 1.3.4          Centers should be designed so that densities and building heights cascade 

from higher densities at the core of mixed-use districts to lower densities at 

the edges. 

 
Policy 1.3.5 Parking lots and garages should be subordinated and limited in size. 

 
Objective 1.4       Adopt    land    development    regulations    that    promote    mixed-use 

development. 
 

Policy 1.4.1          Office complexes at least 10 acres in size shall, when feasible, include retail, 

service, and residences. Any retail or service uses should primarily or 

exclusively serve those employed within the complex. 

 
Policy 1.4.2          The City should require strategies such as traffic calming and transportation 

demand management to reduce traffic impacts experienced by residences in 

mixed-use areas. 

 
Policy 1.4.3          Mixed-use  developments  should  emphasize  transit  design  and  compatible 

scale, especially when facing each other on a street. 



Future Land Use A-5 
Revision Dates and Ordinance Numbers 

(See Page A-55) 

Goals, 
Objectives 

& Policies 

 

 

 

Policy 1.4.4          In mixed-use zoning districts, the City should prohibit or restrict land uses that 

discourage  pedestrian  activity  and  residential  use,  including  car  washes, 

motels (hotels are acceptable), storage facilities, auto dealerships, drive- 

throughs, warehouses, plasma centers, and street-level parking lots. 

 
Policy 1.4.5          When considering the acquisition and establishment of public facilities such 

as parks, libraries, and neighborhood centers, the City should, to the extent 

appropriate, select a location and/or design the facility in such a way that 

collocation of the facility with a public school is either achieved with an 

existing school, or can be retrofitted for such a collocation. 

 
Objective 1.5 Discourage the proliferation of urban sprawl. 

 
Policy 1.5.1          The City shall continue robust  code enforcement and  law enforcement  to 

discourage flight from the city due to excessive noise, excessive lighting, 

blight, illegal parking of cars, ill-kept properties, and illegal signage. 

 
Policy 1.5.2          The City should collaborate with the School Board of Alachua County to 

enhance schools within city limits, particularly to make the schools more 

accessible to students without a car. 

 
Policy 1.5.3          The City should create more well-defined squares and parks within walking 

distance of residences, offices and shops. 

 
Policy 1.5.4          The City should prioritize core areas to receive the first enhancements when 

the City has planned citywide public improvements such as sidewalks, street 

re-paving, undergrounding utilities, street lights, and public parks. 

 
Policy 1.5.5          The City recognizes Alachua County’s use of the Urban Cluster, as adopted 

on their Future Land Use Map, as an urban growth boundary. 

 
Policy 1.5.6          The City certifies that the entire area within current city limits meets the 

definition in Chapter 163, F.S., of an urban service area, as supported by the 

Data and Analysis Report. 

 
Policy 1.5.7          The Future Land Use Map should designate appropriate areas for multi-family 

residential development in close proximity to neighborhood centers and 

important transit routes. When appropriate and in a way not detrimental to 

single-family neighborhoods, the City should encourage the establishment of 

residential, retail, office, and civic uses within 1/4 mile of the center of 

neighborhood centers as an effective way to reduce car trips and promote 

transit, walking, and bicycling. 
 

 
 

GOAL 2               REDEVELOP A R E A S  W I T H I N  T H E  C I T Y , A S  N E E D E D , 

I N  A  MANNER       THAT       PROMOTES       QUALITY       OF       

LIFE, 
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TRANSPORTATION CHOICE, A HEALTHY ECONOMY, AND 

DISCOURAGES SPRAWL. 

 
Objective 2.1     Redevelopment s h o u l d  b e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  p r o m o t e  c o m p a c t , 

v i b r a n t  urbanism, improve the condition of blighted areas, discourage 

urban sprawl, and foster compact development patterns that promote 

transportation choice. 

 
Policy 2.1.1          The   City   shall   develop   recommendations   for   areas   designated   as 

redevelopment areas, neighborhood centers and residential neighborhoods in 

need of neighborhood enhancement and stabilization. 

 
a. The City should consider the unique function and image of the area 

through design standards and design review procedures as appropriate 

for each redevelopment area; 

 
b. The City should include in its redevelopment plans recommendations 

regarding  economic  development  strategies,  urban  design  schemes, 

land use changes, traffic calming, and infrastructure improvements; 

 
c. The  City  should  identify  potential  infill  and  redevelopment  sites; 

provide an inventory of these sites; identify characteristics of each 

parcel, including land development regulations, infrastructure 

availability, major site limitations, and available public assistance; and 

develop a strategy for reuse of these sites; 

 
d. The City should encourage retail and office development to be placed 

close to the streetside sidewalk. 

 
Policy 2.1.2          The City’s Future Land Use Map should strive to accommodate increases in 

student enrollment at the University of Florida and the location of students, 

faculty, and staff in areas designated for multi-family residential development 

and/or appropriate mixed-use development within 1/2 mile of the University 

of Florida campus and the Innovation Square area (rather than at the urban 

fringe), but outside of single-family neighborhoods. 

 
Policy 2.1.3          The Ci ty should concent rate  CDBG, HOME, and SHIP f u n d ing  

efforts  primarily in a limited number of neighborhoods annually. 

 
Policy 2.1.4 The City shall strive to implement certain land use-related elements of Plan 

East Gainesville, including but not limited to: 

 
a. Establishing a three-tiered  land use transect  for east  Gainesville to 

transition land development regulations from urban to suburban to 

rural; and 



Future Land Use A-7 
Revision Dates and Ordinance Numbers 

(See Page A-55) 

Goals, 
Objectives 

& Policies 

 

 

 

b. Coordinating with Alachua County in its strategy to develop the 

Alachua County fairgrounds as a mixed-use employment center. 

 
Objective 2.2       The  City  shall  collaborate  with  community  partners   such  as  the 

University of Florida, Santa Fe College, the Gainesville Area Chamber of 

Commerce, Alachua County, and the School Board of Alachua County to 

develop the Innovation Economy within the nonresidential areas of the 

Gainesville Innovation Zone ( The Innovation Zone Map is part of the 

Future Land Use Map Series). For purposes of this objective, Innovation 

Economy means those technology firms and/or entities that bring a new 

process or technique to the production process and that are often, but not 

exclusively, related in some manner to University of Florida-driven 

research, and are generally represented by sectors such as 

Agritechnology, Aviation and Aerospace, Information Technology, Life 

Sciences and Medical Technology. 

 
Policy 2.2.1          The City shall use the City's Strategic/Action Plan for Economic Development 

and shall collaborate with its community partners on the Economic 

Development University Community Committee (EDUCC) to encourage 

development of the Gainesville Innovation Zone. 

 
Policy 2.2.2          The City shall review the Comprehensive Plan and the Land Development 

Code on a bi-annual basis with respect to the appropriate development of the 

Gainesville Innovation Zone. Should such review conclude that any 

amendments t o    the   Comprehensive   Plan o r  L a n d    Development   

Code pertaining to the Gainesville Innovation Zone are needed; the City shall 

draft such amendments and present them to the City Plan Board. 

 
Policy 2.2.3          The City shall work to ensure that adequate public infrastructure is in place 

for development of the Gainesville Innovation Zone. 

 
Policy 2.2.4          The City shall work to ensure that pertinent local, state, and federal incentive 

programs are made available to those seeking Innovation Economy 

development opportunities. 

 
Policy 2.2.5          The City shall work to ensure that negative impacts resulting from Innovation 

Economy development within the Gainesville Innovation Zone are minimized, 

particularly with respect to adjacent residential areas. 

 
Objective 2.3       The City shall collaborate with the Community Redevelopment Agency 

(CRA) to designate Community Redevelopment Areas that encourage 

reinvestment in the form of capital projects, infill redevelopment, and 

economic development programs designed to eradicate slum and blight 

and enhance urban form. 
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Policy 2.3.1          The  City  shall  assist  with  the  implementation,  as  appropriate,  of  the 

Community Redevelopment Plan for the Downtown Community 

Redevelopment Area. 

 
Policy 2.3.2          The  City  shall  assist  with  the  implementation,  as  appropriate,  of  the 

Community Redevelopment Plan for the Eastside Community Redevelopment 

Area. 

 
Policy 2.3.3          The  City  shall  assist  with  the  implementation,  as  appropriate,  of  the 

Community Redevelopment Plan for the Fifth Avenue/Pleasant Street 

Community Redevelopment Area. 

 
Policy 2.3.4          The  City  shall  assist  with  the  implementation,  as  appropriate,  of  the 

Community Redevelopment Plan for the College Park/University Heights 

Community Redevelopment Area. 
 
 
 

 

GOAL 3               ACHIEVE THE HIGHEST LONG-TERM QUALITY OF LIFE FOR 

ALL GAINESVILLE RESIDENTS CONSISTENT WITH SOUND 

SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, AND ENVIRONMENTAL PRINCIPLES 

THROUGH LAND DEVELOPMENT PRACTICES THAT MINIMIZE 

DETRIMENTAL  IMPACTS  TO  THE  LAND,  NATURAL 

RESOURCES, AND URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE. 

 
Objective 3.1       The City shall protect environmentally sensitive land, conserve natural 

resources, and maintain open spaces identified in the Future Land Use 

Map   Series   through   the   Development   Review   Process   and   land 

acquisition programs. 

 
Policy 3.1.1          Standards and  gu ide l in es  es t ab l i shed  i n  C onse rv a t ion , O p e n  

Space, a n d  Groundwater Recharge Element Objective 1.1 and its Policies 

shall be used to protect identified environmentally sensitive resources. 

 
Policy 3.1.2          The City shall regulate development in Floridan aquifer high recharge areas 

with requirements that, at a minimum, meet the standards and guidelines of 

the St. Johns River or Suwannee River Water Management Districts, as 

applicable, and Policies 2.3.6 and 2.3.7 of the Conservation, Open Space and 

Groundwater Recharge Element. 

 
Policy 3.1.3          The City shall coordinate with the Florida Department of Environmental 

Protection and other agencies with regulatory authority over hazardous 

materials management in the review of any development proposal involving 

the use or generation of hazardous materials. 
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Policy 3.1.4          The City shall protect floodplain and flood channel areas consistent with 

Policy 2.4.9 of the Conservation, Open Space & Groundwater Recharge 

Element. 

 
Policy 3.1.5          Floodplains and flood channels shall be delineated by the most recent Flood 

Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) of the Federal Emergency Management Agency 

(FEMA) or a localized study that uses FEMA-approved analyses and that is 

reviewed and approved by the City of Gainesville Public Works Department. 

 
Objective 3.2 The City shall protect historic architectural and archaeological resources. 

 
Policy 3.2.1          All    development     and     redevelopment     within     designated     Historic 

Preservation/Conservation Overlays shall be consistent with the goals, 

objectives, and policies of the Historic Preservation Element. The Historic 

Preservation/Conservation Overlays are mapped in the Future Land Use Map 

Series and in the Geographic Information System (GIS) Map Library located 

on the City’s Planning and Development Services Department website. 

 
Policy 3.2.2          The City shall identify, designate, and protect historical resources through 

land development regulations consistent with the Historic Preservation 

Element. 

 
Policy 3.2.3          The City shall include in its geographic information system the location of 

archaeological and historic sites that are on file with the Florida Master Site 

File Office. 

 
Policy 3.2.4          The  City  shall  include  protection  of  archaeological  resources  in  its  land 

development regulations. 

 
Objective 3.3 Provide adequate land for utility facilities. 

 
Policy 3.3.1          The  City  shall  coordinate  with  public  and  private  utilities  to  ensure  that 

adequate land is available for utility facilities. 

 
Policy 3.3.2          the development review process shall include a review of the availability of 

on-site and off-site utilities and the availability of adequate land to site the 

utility facilities needed to serve new development. 

 
Objective 3.4       The City shall ensure that services and facilities needed to meet and 

maintain the Level of Service (LOS) standards adopted in this Plan are 

provided. 

 
Policy 3.4.1          The City shall determine and monitor whether facilities and services that will 

serve proposed development meet adopted LOS standards. The Concurrency 

Management S ys t em  shall be used to maintain  adopted LOS 

standards . 
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Transportation Mobility LOS is excluded from the Concurrency Management 

System. 

 
Policy 3.4.2          A  concurrency  analysis  shall  be  conducted  prior  to  the  approval  of  any 

application for a development order or permit, and no final development order 

or permit shall be issued unless: 1) existing facilities and services meet the 

City’s adopted LOS standards as included in the Concurrency Management 

System, or 2) the final development order or permit is conditioned on such 

facilities  and  services  being  available  at  the  time  the  impact  of  the 

development will occur. Concurrency requirements shall be met consistent 

with Objective 1.2 and associated policies in the Capital Improvements 

Element. 

 
Policy 3.4.3          The City shall use the 5-Year Schedule of Capital Improvements to ensure the 

availability of adequate public facilities and services. 

 
Policy 3.4.4          notwithstanding the state law exemption from the state development-of- 

regional-impact (DRI) review process for dense urban land areas as provided 

in Section 380.06, F.S., large developments that trip the DRI threshold shall 

be required to address their regional impacts, consistent with the City’s 

coordination policies in the Intergovernmental Coordination Element. 

 
Policy 3.4.5          The C i t y ’ s  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  P l a n  c o n t a i n e d  a  C o n c u r r e n c y  

M a n a g e m e n t  Element and Transportation Concurrency Exception Area 

(TCEA) that was first adopted in 1999. The City relied upon the provisions of 

the Concurrency Management Element and TCEA for the issuance of final 

development orders that include Planned Development ordinances that are still 

valid. The City recognizes that it is important, for both the development 

community and the City,   to   provide   for   a   transition   from   the   TCEA   

and   Concurrency Management Element to a new Transportation Mobility 

Program (as adopted in t he  Transpor t a t ion  Mob i l i t y Element).  

Therefore, n o t w i t h s t an d i n g  the  repeal of the Concurrency Management 

Element and TCEA in 2013 as part of the Evaluation and Appraisal update of 

the Comprehensive Plan, the City recognizes that agreements and conditions 

related to the Concurrency Management Element and the TCEA shall remain 

valid for those active final development orders approved while the 

Concurrency Management Element was in effect. Copies of the last adopted 

version of the Concurrency Management Element shall remain on file with the 

City’s Planning and Development Services Department for the limited purpose 

of administering those active final development orders as though the program 

were still in full effect. Amendments to final development orders previously 

approved under the Concurrency Management Element provisions shall be 

subject to the transportation mobility requirements in effect at the time of 

application if the amendment alters the development’s trip generation 

calculations. Developers may choose to opt into the new Transportation 

Mobility Program subject to 
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By Julie Pace and 
Emily Swanson
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON 
— Just 24 percent of 
Americans believe the 
country is heading in 
the right direction after 
a tumultuous stretch for 
President Donald Trump 
that included the threat 
of war with North Korea, 
stormy complaints about 
h u r r i c a n e  r e l i e f  a n d 
Trump’s equivocating 
about white suprema-
cists. That’s a 10-point 
drop since June, accord-
ing to a poll from The 
Associated Press-NORC 
Center for Public Affairs 
Research.

The decline in opti-
mism about the nation’s 
trajectory is particu-
larly pronounced among 
Republicans. In June, 
60 percent of Repub-
licans said the country 
was headed in the right 
direction; now it’s just 
44 percent.

The broader picture 
for the president is grim, 
too. Nearly 70 percent 
of Americans say Trump 
isn’t level-headed, and 

majorities say he’s not 
honest or a strong leader. 
More than 60 percent 
disapprove of how he is 
handling race relations, 
foreign policy and immi-
gration, among other 
issues.

Overall, 67 percent of 
Americans disapprove of 
the job Trump is doing in 
office, including about 
one-third of Republicans.

Tracy Huelsman, a 
40-year-old from Louis-
ville, Kentucky, is among 
them. A self-described 
moderate Republican, 
Huelsman said she’s par-
ticularly concerned about 
the “divisiveness” she 
feels the president pro-
motes on social media.

“It’s scary in 2017 that 
we are in what seems like 
a worse place in terms of 
division,” said Huelsman, 
who did not vote for Trump 
in last year’s election.

The assessments come 
after a turbulent summer 
for Trump that included 
a major White House 
shake-up, bringing the 
departure of his chief of 
staff, top strategist and 
press secretary. While 
the installment of retired 
Marine Gen. John Kelly as 
chief of staff has ushered 
in more day-to-day order 
in the West Wing, the 
president has still stirred 
up numerous contro-
versies, including when 

he blamed “both sides” 
for the clashes between 
white supremacists and 
counter-protesters in 
Charlottesville, Virginia.

Trump has also raised 
the specter of a military 
conflict with North Korea 
over its nuclear provoca-
tions. He’s derided North 
Korea’s leader, Kim Jong 
Un, as “rocket man,” 
including during a speech 
at the United Nations, 
and has downplayed the 
prospects that diplomatic 
negotiations with Kim 
could yield results.

Despite his electoral 
success, Trump strug-
gled as both a candidate 
and now as president to 
broaden his base of sup-
port beyond his ardent 
supporters. The loyalty 
of his core backers has 
been enough to keep 

Republican lawmakers 
largely in line, but party 
operatives are closely 
watching Trump’s sup-
port among GOP and 
independent voters ahead 
of next year’s midterm 
elections, when the bal-
ance of power in Congress 
will be at stake.

To be sure, lawmakers 
have their own prob-
lems to worry about. 
Americans have even less 
esteem for Congress than 
Trump, with just 18 per-
cent saying they approve 
of the job being done by 
the House and the Senate.

R e p u b l i c a n s  t o o k 
another hit last month 
when they failed — for a 
second time this year — 
to pass an overhaul of the 
nation’s health care law. 
GOP leaders tried to rush 
votes on the complicated 

legislation, leaving many 
voters unsure of what was 
in the package.

“They never seemed 
to present a bill to people 
that you could actually 
look at the details of and 
the pluses and minuses of 
it,” said Dennis Cronin, a 
67-year-old indepen-
dent from Wenham, 
Massachusetts.

The GOP failure on 
health care has irritated 
Trump, who promised 
voters that repealing 
“Obamacare” would be 
easy. Americans aren’t 
happy with his progress 
on health care either; 68 
percent disapprove of his 
handling of the issue.

Of all the issues sur-
veyed by the AP-NORC 
poll, the president per-
forms slightly better on 
the economy. But even 

there, 56 percent disap-
prove of the job he’s doing
and just 42 percent say
they approve.

On Friday, the Labor
Department announced
that the U.S. shed 33,000
jobs in September because
of Hurricanes Harvey
and Irma, which closed
thousands of businesses
in Texas and Florida and
forced widespread evacu-
ations. It marked the first
monthly hiring drop in
nearly seven years.

Ninety-two percent of
Democrats and 69 per-
cent of independents say
Trump understands the
problems of people like
them not very or not at all
well. Even among Repub-
licans, only 42 percent say
he understands them very
well, while 32 percent say
he does moderately well.

The AP-NORC poll
of 1,150 adults was con-
ducted Sept. 28-Oct. 2
using a sample drawn from
NORC’s probability-based
AmeriSpeak panel, which is
designed to be representa-
tive of the U.S. population.
The margin of sampling
error for all respondents is
plus or minus 4.1 percent-
age points.

Respondents were first
selected randomly using
a d d r e s s - b a s e d  s a m -
pling methods, and later
interviewed online or by
phone.

Few say US going in right direction

President 
Donald Trump 
addresses the 
72nd session 
of the United 
Nations 
General 
Assembly on 
Sept. 19 at U.N. 
headquarters. 
[THE ASSOCIATED 

PRESS FILE 

PHOTO]

According to an 
AP-NORC poll, 
only 24 percent 
of Americans are 
confi dent about the 
future of the country

By Lisa Marie Pane
The Associated Press

ATLANTA — When 
t h e  N a t i o n a l  R i f l e 
Association urged the 
government to revisit 
whether “bump stocks” 
should be restricted, it 
immediately raised eye-
brows. Why would the 
nation’s leading gun-
rights organization, not 
known for compromise, 
be willing to bend even 
just a bit when it wields 
perhaps more influence 
than ever?

Some gun-industry 
experts say the NRA’s 
move is little more than a 
ruse to stall any momen-
tum for wider gun control 
until outrage over the 
Las Vegas attack sub-
sides. It also carries little 
risk. For one, it’s rare for 
the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives to reverse 
course without a change 
in the law. For another, 
“bump stocks” are not 
big moneymakers for 
the gun industry. And by 
seeking an administrative 
change, rather than a new 
law, the NRA allows its 
supporters in Congress to 
avoid going on the record 
with a vote.

“They’re dismissed as 
silly gadgets that really 
inhibit the accuracy of 
a firearm. If these bump 
stocks were super popu-
lar among gun owners, 
we’d see a very different 
position from the NRA,” 
said Adam Winkler, a 
professor at the Univer-
sity of California, Los 
Angeles, School of Law 
and author of “Gun-
fight: The Battle over 
the Right to Bear Arms in 
America.”

The NRA “can throw a 
sacrificial lamb of ‘bump 
stocks’ because they 
know that gun owners 
don’t use them or like 
them,” he added.

The devices, originally 
intended to help people 
with disabilities, fit over 
the stock and pistol grip 
of a semi-automatic rifle 
and allow the weapon to 
fire continuously, some 
400 to 800 rounds in a 
single minute, mimicking 
a fully automatic firearm. 
Bump stocks were found 
among the weapons used 
by Stephen Paddock as he 
rained bullets from a Las 
Vegas casino high-rise 

last Sunday. The gunfire 
killed 58 people at a con-
cert below and wounded 
hundreds more.

On Thursday, the NRA 
issued a statement that 
urged the ATF to review 
whether the devices 
comply with federal law 
and said it “believes that 
devices designed to allow 
semi-automatic rifles to 
function like fully auto-
matic rifles should be 
subject to additional 
regulations.”

The statement point-
edly noted that it was 
under President Barack 
Obama’s administration 
that the devices were 
authorized to be sold and 
again urged Congress to 
enact one of the gun 
lobby’s top priorities: 
a national “concealed-
carry reciprocity” law 
that would require all 
states to recognize other 
states’ concealed carry 
permits.

In a matter of hours, 
N R A  c h i e f  l o b b y i s t 
Chris Cox put to rest any 
sense that the group was 
actively seeking a ban 
of bump stocks, telling 
Fox News’ Tucker Carl-
son: “What we’ve said 
is ATF needs to do their 
job. ATF needs to look 
and if there’s technol-
ogy that’s come to the 
market that allow for a 
semi-automatic rifle to 
function as a fully auto-
matic rifle, they need to 
be regulated differently. 
We didn’t talk about ban-
ning anything.”

Notably, the nation’s 
other leading gun lob-
bying groups, including 
Gun Owners of America, 
reiterated their oppo-
sition to restricting or 
banning the devices.

The few companies 
that sell bump stocks 
are known to include in 
their packaging a letter 

from the ATF from 2010, 
when the agency con-
cluded that they were not 
restricted by either the 
Gun Control Act or the 
National Firearms Act.

The ATF provides 
guidance when a manu-
facturer asks the agency 
to evaluate a firearm or 
accessory to determine 
if its sale is restricted by 
either federal law. It is 
extremely rare for the ATF 
to reconsider its previous 
guidance unless federal 
law changes — so rare 
that experts could think of 
only one time when it has 
happened, and even then 
they weren’t sure their 
memories were correct.

The agency, describ-
ing its process in general 
on Friday, indicated that 
Congress will be respon-
sible for decisions about 
regulating or banning the 
devices.

It was not immediately 
clear whether President 
Donald Trump or Attor-
ney General Jeff Sessions, 
who oversees the ATF, 
could order it to re-eval-
uate its judgment about 
devices.

The NRA is viewed as 
the most powerful and 
most inflexible group in 
the gun lobby. It pours 
millions of dollars into 
political campaigns and 
successfully blocks leg-
islation that would either 
ban certain firearms or 
make them more dif-
ficult to purchase. The 
NRA has only gained 
influence following the 
election of Trump, who 
became the first presi-
dent since Ronald Reagan 
to address the group’s 
annual meeting.

After some particularly 
deadly mass shootings, 
the NRA has worked 
to find some common 
ground with gun-control 
advocates. 

Is NRA move to regulate 
‘bump stocks’ real or a ruse?

Clark Aposhian, chairman of the Utah Shooting Sports 
Council, demonstrates how a little-known device 
called a “bump stock” works when attached to a semi-
automatic rifl e at the Gun Vault store and shooting 
range Wednesday in South Jordan, Utah. [RICK BOWMER/

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS]

Pair of crises tests Trump’s 
presidential empathy

WASHINGTON — White 
House officials urged Presi-
dent Donald Trump to show 
restraint in his response to 
the Las Vegas mass shoot-
ing: No speculative tweets, 
please. No over-the-top 
bluster.

White House chief of 
staff John Kelly encour-
aged a simple tweet of 
condolences. Aides wrote 
somber remarks that had 
Trump quoting scripture.

Some around the presi-
dent were encouraged to 
hear the president con-
necting to the tragedy on 
a personal level — talking 
about his property and call-
ing friends there .

Trump ultimately stuck 
to the script in Las Vegas, 
avoiding controversy 
and assuming the role of 
national healer. It was a 
measured response that 
stood in stark contrast to 
his uneven response to the 
hurricane in Puerto Rico.
The Associated Press

President Donald Trump speaks during a Hispanic Heritage 
Month event in the East Room of the White House on Friday 
in Washington. [EVAN VUCCI/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS]

By Stacey Plaisance 
and Kevin Mcgill
The Associated Press

N E W  O R L E A N S  — 
When Tropical Storm 
Nate formed and fore-
casts put New Orleans in 
its projected path for this 
weekend, one big ques-
tion loomed for residents 
and business owners: Will 
the pumps work?

“That’s now a thought 
in everybody who lives in 
New Orleans,” said Devin 
Shearman, a manager at 
Katie’s restaurant and 
lounge, which flooded 
during an unexpected rain-
storm Aug. 5. It was one of 
two flash floods this past 
summer that led to revela-
tions about personnel and 
equipment problems at the 
New Orleans Sewerage and 
Water Board, the agency 
that runs the pumping 
system that drains the city.

Some pumps weren’t 
working. Some turbines 
that provide power to the 
pumps were down. 

There weren’t enough 
people on hand to man 
the system.

“Since early August, 
we have made substantial 
progress,” New Orleans 
Mayor Mitch Landrieu 
said of work to upgrade 
the city drainage system. 
But he warned at a Thurs-
day news conference that 
extremely heavy rain and 
storm surge from Nate 
still could pose flood 
dangers.

Nate formed in the 
western Caribbean Sea 
and moved into Central 
America on Thursday. 
Forecasters said it would 
likely emerge in the Gulf 

of Mexico and strengthen,
possibly reaching hur-
ricane strength before a
Sunday morning land-
fall somewhere along
the Louisiana, Missis-
sippi or Alabama coast.
Officials in the resort
town of Grand Isle on a
vulnerable barrier island
south of New Orleans
called a voluntary evacu-
ation Thursday. To the
east, in coastal St. Ber-
nard Parish, authorities
ordered an evacuation
of areas not protected by
levees. 

Tropical Storm Nate aims at
New Orleans: Will the pumps  work?

Rain clouds gather over a pumping station Aug. 10 at 
Marconi Drive and lake Pontchartrain in New Orleans. 
[ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE PHOTO]
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