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Figure 1:  Urban Zones with Storefront Streets 
 

APPLICATION INFORMATION: 

 

Agent/Applicant: City Plan Board   

Property Owner(s):  N/A     

Related Petition(s):  N/A     

Legislative History:  Informational presentation to City Commission 2-15-18     

Neighborhood Workshop:  N/A  

 

PURPOSE AND DESCRIPTION: 

 

PB-18-00015. City Plan Board. Amend various sections of the Land Development Code to 

increase the minimum width of sidewalks along certain streets and revise related 

regulations to improve pedestrian safety and comfort.  

 

STAFF ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDATION: 

 

ANALYSIS 
 

This petition comprises an array of amendments to the Land Development Code related to sidewalk 
provisions. The intent of the changes are to improve and enhance the public sidewalk area 
throughout the City and to recognize the need for wider sidewalks within the core areas of the City 
currently undergoing redevelopment. Subsequent to the adoption of the Land Development Code, 
the Department of Doing has received significant input regarding the need to expand minimum 
sidewalk dimensions within the Land Development Code within areas of the City with high volumes 
of pedestrian activity. This issue has been discussed by the City Plan Board at several public 
hearings and by the City Commission and members of the public during hearings regarding the 
work of the Urban Standards team. Additionally, the Department of Doing has had several meetings 
with transportation engineers from the FDOT District 2 office to discuss ways the City and FDOT 
can better coordinate the streetscape design along University Avenue and 13th Street.  

 
The proposed revisions include: 
 

 Increasing the minimum width of sidewalks on all Storefront designated streets from 5’ to 
10’. 

 Eliminate outdated loophole provisions exempting industrial zoned property undergoing 
redevelopment from providing sidewalks. 

 Eliminate obsolete and conflicting sidewalk provisions that reduce consistency and 
predictably. 
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 Revise Code language to strengthen requirements restricting placement of permanent 
physical obstructions (light poles, utility enclosures, street signs, etc.) within the sidewalk 
area. 

 
The Department of Doing is currently evaluating methodologies to use GIS sidewalk data overlaid 
with pedestrian data from a variety of sources (Walk Score, FDOT pedestrian volume, etc.) to 
identify additional multimodal corridors in need of enhanced minimum sidewalk requirements. To 
that end, the Department is recommending adoption of the proposed revisions and a 
recommendation to continue data collection and develop a list of additional streets for consideration 
by the end of the year.  
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
Approve the proposed petition and the staff recommendation regarding data collection and 
development of a list of additional streets for potential enhanced sidewalk standards. 
 

 
 

BACKGROUND: 

 
With the 2017 adoption of the updated Land Development Code, the code was substantially revised 
to place a greater emphasis on the form of the built environment. The ‘public realm’, a combination 
of three distinct zones (landscape, sidewalk, and building), became the primary organizing principal 
under the City’s development regulations. The zones (see Figure 2) comprising the public realm are 
located between the building face and the street curb. The intent of this regulatory framework is to 
create consistent, comfortable, and attractive spaces along the City’s streets with adequate areas 
for street trees, 
functional 
sidewalks free 
from 
obstructions, and 
room for walk-up 
entrances and 
additional 
landscaping for 
residential uses 
or covered 
walkways and 
outdoor cafes for 
commercial 
tenants. 
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LIST OF APPENDICES: 

 
 
Appendix A: Draft Land Development Code Regulations 
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