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ITEM NO:  2 
PROJECT NAME AND NUMBER:    HP-18-39_636 NE 7th Street 
APPLICATION TYPE: Quasi-Judicial COA: Alterations to front porch enclosure, porch steps, and 

side façade, installation of side deck and pavers on driveway.  

RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends conditional approval; refer to end of report for 
conditions. 
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Figure 1:  Location Map    
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APPLICATION INFORMATION: 

 
Property Owner(s):  Richard Pusateri     

 

SITE INFORMATION: 

 
Address:  636 NE 7th Street.  

Parcel Number(s):  12408-000-000  

Existing Use(s):  Single-Family Residential  

Zoning Designation(s):  RSF-3   

Historic District: Northeast  

Historic District Status: Contributing  

Date of construction: c. 1913 (FMSF AL00665)  

  

PURPOSE AND DESCRIPTION: 

 

Alterations to front porch enclosure, porch steps, and side façade, installation of side deck, and 

pavers on driveway.  

 

STAFF REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION: 

    

EXISTING 

The existing property sits on the corner of NE 7th Avenue and NE 7th Street, facing NE 7th Avenue 

with a large side yard on the corner. The c. 1913 house is a one-story wood Queen Anne cottage 

with simple detailing. The house is raised on brick piers, has wood drop siding, and cross-gabled 

roof with metal roofing. The original windows are still extant and consist of a single vertical-oriented 

sash with a diamond-pane transom, grouped in threes on the gable-ends of the house. Other 

windows on the secondary facades are smaller ganged casement windows, some with diamond-

pane sash. The house has an L-shaped enclosed porch that wraps around the front and east side 

of the house. It is unknown if the entire porch was original to the house, but the enclosure is a later 

modification. The front portion of the porch is used as a den; the side portion is used as a family 

room. (Refer to existing floor plan, Exhibit 3) 

 

PROPOSED 

The proposed project will modify the den (front porch enclosure) to accommodate a new restroom. 

The north (front) elevation will be replaced with new wood siding, wood trim and new windows. The 

new elevation consists of ganged windows, custom-made to match the existing in wood detailing 
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and diamond-pane transom. A center panel of windows will contain wood paneling instead of 

glazing to provide privacy for the bathroom. The rhythm of the windows and new siding is 

emphasized by new 6” wood trim referencing a porch that has been enclosed. 

 

A new deck will be constructed on the side of the existing house. The deck will have wood posts, 

caps and pickets. New double French doors and windows will be installed on the east (side) façade 

of the house that faces the deck; the new façade will be mostly glazing, creating an open elevation 

with views to the side yard.  

 

The existing front and side entry stairs, made of brick and concrete, will be removed. New brick 

stairs will be installed on the front corner of the deck. The landing for the stairs is approximately 8’ x 

6’ with four treads in a 90-degree configuration. The new wood entry stair off the side of the front 

enclosure is smaller, making this entry into the house the secondary one. 

 

The existing concrete walk to the side entry will be removed and a new semi-circular paver 

driveway will be installed. 

 

REVIEW 

 

The review is based on the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and City of Gainesville’s Historic 

Preservation Rehabilitation & Design Guidelines.  

 

Porch Enclosures 

The Guidelines state: 

  

Extant porches which have previously been enclosed or otherwise altered are permitted to remain 

under the guidelines. There is no requirement to restore an altered or missing feature.  However, if 

enclosures or other inappropriate alterations are removed during the course of rehabilitation, they 

cannot be replaced. Moreover, new construction must comply with Standard 9. 

 

9.  New additions, exterior alterations or related new construction shall not destroy historic 

materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and 

shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale and architectural features to protect the 

historic integrity of the property and its environment. 

 

Recommended 

 

1. Retain porches and steps that are appropriate to a building and its subsequent development. 

Porches and additions reflecting later architectural styles are often important to the building’s 

historical development and should, wherever possible, be retained. 

 

3.  If enclosures are undertaken, maintain the openness of porches through the use of transparent 

materials such as glass or screens. Place enclosures behind significant detailing so that the 

detailing is not obscured. 
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Staff Review: As the existing enclosed porch is not original to the house and does not contribute to 

the architectural character of the house, its removal and modification does not destroy any historic 

materials. Per the Guidelines, the enclosed porch is allowed to be replaced with new construction 

that complies with Standard 9. Staff finds that the proposed design generally complies with 

Standard 9 as the design is compatible with the existing house in its materials, scale and proportion 

and use of custom-made windows to match the existing. The new work is differentiated form the old 

by use of the design of the façade to appear as a porch enclosure. 

 

Windows 

The Guidelines state: 

 

Board Approval Guidelines 
 

New windows on additions should be compatible with those of the nearest window on the historic 

building in terms of proportions, frames, sills and lintels. Installing window designs reflective of a 

historic period is discouraged. Designs that match the proportions of existing historic windows, but 

are simple in detailing, are preferred. 

 

Criteria for compatibility of new windows are: 

 

1. Trim detail; 
 
2. Size, shape of frame, sash; 
 
3. Location of meeting rail; 
 
4. Reveal or setback of window from wall plane; 
 
5.  Separate planes of two sash; 
 
6. Color, reflective qualities of glass; 
 
7. Muntin, mullion profiles, configuration. 
 

If these criteria are fulfilled, the new windows need not be exact replicas of the originals.  
 

Staff Review: Staff finds the proposed scope of new custom-made windows appropriate for new 

windows, and recommends that the carpenter follow the above guidelines when constructing the 

windows. Staff requests submission of carpentry drawings showing elevations, dimensions, materials 

and details of the new window sashes and casing. 

 

Doors & Entrances 

 

9. New additions, exterior alterations or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials 

that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be 

compatible with the massing, size, scale and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of 

the property and its environment. 
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Replacement doors should either match the design of the original under Standard 6, or substitute 

new materials and designs sympathetic to the original under Standard 9.  

Recommended 

 

3.  Place new entrances on secondary elevations away from the main elevation. Preserve non-

functional entrances that are architecturally significant. 

 

Staff Review: Staff finds the proposal for new French doors appropriate for the secondary elevation, 

as the proportions and trim are similar to the new windows, the openness of the elevation is 

appropriate for a secondary elevation and as reflection of new design, and there are no historic 

materials being destroyed. Staff requests submission of cutsheets for French Doors for Staff 

Approval. 

 

Staff finds the proposed new entries acceptable and the materials compatible with the existing 

house. The proposed plan switches the primary and secondary entries of the house, making the 

larger new brick stair the primary entry and the “front” smaller entry stair the secondary one. 

Normally, this may be considered problematic for reflection of the historic use of the house. However, 

modern needs have changed the plan of the house, making the east side and rear side the more 

open and public spaces, with the bedrooms and bathrooms on the front (north and west) side of the 

house. For this reason, shifting the entry to the side, near the new deck and into the family room, 

allows for a continued use of the house with separation of public and private space. 

 

Auxiliary Structures (Decks) 

 

Staff Approval Guidelines: 

 

Decks that meet all of the following conditions can be approved by staff: 

 

Historic building on which deck is to be built does not front on two or more streets; 

 

Sited to the rear or rear side yard of building (i.e., behind the point midway between front and back of 

building); and 

 

Utilize simple designs that are mostly open. 

 

Staff finds the deck meets the above criteria in its design, which is mostly open and has architectural 

elements of the appropriate scale and materials. The deck is sited to the side yard of the house, 

though can’t be approved by staff because of the house’s location on a corner. Staff finds that the 

large side yard helps to minimize the deck’s presence on the house and recommends approval of the 

design. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of the application with the following conditions: 

 Submission of new window drawings, showing elevations, dimensions, materials and details 

of the new window sashes and casing, when completed. 

 Submission of door cutsheets 

 Follow public works recommendations for installation of new driveway 

 Notify staff of any changes during construction 

 
 

LIST OF EXHIBITS: 

 
Exhibit 1 COA Application 
   
Exhibit 2 Photographs 

                     
Exhibit 3   Drawings 
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Petition HP-18-39 
May 01, 2018 

EXHIBIT 2: Existing Photos 

Front (7th Avenue) façade (top) and view from 7th Street showing large side lot (bottom) 
1 



Petition HP-18-39 
May 01, 2018 

EXHIBIT 2: Existing Photos 

Corner of porches, with side entry (top) and side enclosed porch (bottom) 
2 



Petition HP-18-39 
May 01, 2018 

EXHIBIT 2: Existing Photos 

Rear façade (top), example of original windows with diamond-pane sash (bottom left), and existing 
front entry (bottom right). 3 



Petition HP-18-39 
May 01, 2018 

EXHIBIT 2: Existing Photos 

Side entry (top) and examples of existing windows (bottom) 
4 
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DRAWING SHEET INDEX

SHEET # SHEET NAME
Current
Revision

Current
Date

TITLE

T1.0 COVER SHEET

T1.3 ARCHITECTURAL SITE PLAN

ARCHITECTURALS

A1.1.0 PROPOSED - PLAN - FIRST (OVERALL)

A1.8.0 PROPOSED - ELEVATIONS - EXTERIOR

A1.8.1 PROPOSED - ELEVATIONS - EXTERIOR

PROJECT LOCATION

AT

FOR

RICH PUSATERI

RENOVATION OF THE

PUSATERI RESIDENCE

636 NE 7TH STREET GAINESVILLE,

FL 32601

1. DRAWINGS ARE DIAGRAMATIC TO CONVEY EXISTING/NEW CONDITIONS.  
CONTRACTOR SHALL INSPECT AND VERIFY THE SCOPE OF WORK.  ANY 
ADDITIONAL WORK NOT SPECIFICALLY NOTED ON THE DRAWINGS BUT YET ARE 
APPARENT TO FIELD INSPECTION SHALL BE CONSIDERED AS PART OF THIS 
CONTRACT. CONTRACTOR SHALL ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY FOR VERIFYING ALL 
EXISTING CONDITIONS.
2. CONTRACTOR SHALL CHECK AND VERIFY ALL DIMENSIONS AND NOTIFY 
ARCHITECT IMMEDIATELY OF ANY DISCREPANCIES.
3. NO INSTRUCTION, REVISIONS, ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, SPECIFICATIONS OR 
DETAILS OTHER THAN THE INFORMATION CONTAINED HEREIN BEFORE SHALL 
GOVERN THE PROJECT UNLESS THEY ARE IN WRITING AND APPROVED BY THE 
ARCHITECT, OWNER AND CONTRACTOR IN THE FORM OF A CHANGE ORDER.
5. ALL MATERIALS SHALL BE INSTALLED IN ACCORDANCE W/ MANUFACTURER'S 
INSTRUCTIONS.  IT IS GENERAL CONTRACTOR'S RESPONSIBILITY TO VERIFY AND 
APPROVE ALL DIMENSIONS OF EQUIPMENT AND MATERIAL WITH SUPPLIERS 
PRIOR TO ORDERING AND / OR INSTALLATION OF ALL PRODUCTS.
6. RFI'S - SUBMIT ALL QUESTIONS ON RFI DOCUMENT PROVIDED IN BID 
DOCUMENTS WITH DATE OF REQUEST.  ARCHITECT WILL PROVIDE RESPONSE AS 
QUICKLY AS PRACTICAL.
7. UPON GENERAL CONTRACTOR APPROVAL, ALL SUBMITTALS ARE TO BE SENT 
FROM THE SUBCONTRACTOR TO THE GENERAL CONTRACTOR FOR REVIEW AND 
SUBMISSION TO THE ARCHITECT; THE SUBCONTRACTOR IS TO FLAG ANY 
SUBSTITUTIONS.  THE FULL SUBMITTAL PACKAGE IS TO BE SENT 
ELECTRONICALLY IN PDF FORMAT ON EITHER A360 WEBSITE, FTP OR DROP BOX 
TO THE ARCHITECT WITHIN TWO WEEKS OF AWARD.  ALL SUBMITTALS ARE TO BE 
REVIEWED BY GC PRIOR TO SUBMISSION TO THE ARCHITECT. ALL NON-REVIEWED 
SUBMITTALS WILL BE REJECTED.   THE ARCHITECT WILL SUBMIT TO THE PROJECT 
MANAGER COPIES OF ALL REJECTED SUBMITTALS AND APPROVED 
SUBSTITUTIONS.  ALL APPROVED SUBMITTALS AND CUT-SHEETS ARE TO BE 
MADE AVAILABLE PERMANENTLY ON THE JOB SITE FOR FUTURE REFERENCE 
DURING CONSTRUCTION MEETINGS.  TIMELINESS OF SUBMITTALS IS OF EXTREME 
IMPORTANCE DUE TO PROJECT SCHEDULE.  LATE SUBMITTALS WILL BE 
BACKCHARGED FROM THE SCHEDULE OF VALUES.ANY REVIEWS AFTER THIRD 
WEEK SHALL BE BORNE BY GENERAL CONTRACTOR @ A RATE OF $200 PER 
SUBMITTAL.
8. PROJECT MAY INCLUDE MISCELLANIOUS STANDARD DETAILS.  GC IS TO 
REVIEW ALL TO VERIFY ALL ARE APPLICABLE. SOME DETAILS MAY BE MIRRORED 
FOR THIS PROJECT COORDINATE W/ FLOOR PLAN.
11. SEE LS SERIES DRAWINGS FOR CODE DATA & LIFE SAFETY INFORMATION..
13. IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE GENERAL CONTRACTOR AND ALL 
SUBCONTRACTORS TO VISIT THE JOBSITE AND FAMILIARIZE THEMSELVES WITH 
ALL EXISTING CONDITIONS IN THE FIELD.  ANY DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN 
EXISTING FIELD CONDITIONS AND THE CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS ARE TO BE 
BROUGHT TO ARCHITECT'S ATTENTION IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO BIDS BEING DUE.  
OWNER WILL PROVIDE DIRECTION TO GENERAL CONTRACTOR FOR BIDDING 
PURPOSES TO ASSURE APPROPRIATE SCOPE IS INCLUDED WITHIN BID.
14. CONTRACTOR IS TO COORDINATE WITH TENANTS, LANDLORDS AND/OR 
SURROUNDING TENANTS/LANDOWNERS WHEN PERFORMING ANY WORK.  THERE 
SHALL NOT BE ANY DISRUPTION OF SERVICES FOR THE SURROUNDING 
TENANTS/LANDOWNERS DURING THE CONSTRUCTION / RELOCATION AND/OR 
EXPANSION AND/OR RENOVATION OF THE FACILITY.

GENERAL NOTES

CONSULTANTSPROJECT SCOPE

SITE VICINITY MAP

3D PLAN

PROPOSED

SKINNER VIGNOLA McLEAN, INC.

1628 NW 6th STREET

GAINESVILLE, FL 32609

Howard J. McLean Jr.

howard@svmarchitects.com

PH:  352.378.4400

FAX: 352.377.5378

ARCHITECT
RENOVATION OF AN EXISTING 1541 SQ FT HISTORIC 
RESIDENCE  
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