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ORDINANCE NO. 171056

An ordinance of the City of Gainesville, Florida, amending Chapter 6 — Buildings

and Building Regulations in the City of Gainesville Code of Ordinances and

amending Appendix A — Schedule of Fees, Rates and Charges of the Code of

Ordinances relating to Buildings and Building Regulations; providing directions

to the codifier; providing a severability clause; providing a repealing clause;

and providing an effective date.
WHEREAS, the Municipal Home Rule Powers Act, Chapter 166, Florida Statutes, secures for
municipalities the broad exercise of home rule powers granted by Article VIII, Section 2 of the
Florida Constitution, including the exercise of any power for municipal purposes not expressly
prohibited by law; and
WHEREAS, the Florida Building Codes Act, Chapter 553, Part IV, Florida Statutes, gives local
governments the power to inspect all buildings, structures, and facilities pursuant to the
adopted statewide Florida Building Code; and
WHEREAS, the City of Gainesville has codified its buildings and building regulations in Chapter 6
of the Code of Ordinances; and
WHEREAS, at least ten days’ notice has been given once by publication in a newspaper of
general circulation notifying the public of this proposed ordinance and of public hearings in the
City Hall Auditorium located on the first floor of City Hall in the City of Gainesville; and
WHEREAS, public hearings were held pursuant to the notice described above at which hearings
the parties in interest and all others had an opportunity to be and were, in fact, heard.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF GAINESVILLE,

FLORIDA:
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SECTION 1. Chapter 6 — BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS of the City of Gainesville

Code of Ordinances is deleted in its entirety and replaced as follows.
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1999

2000
2001
2002

2003
2004
2005

2006

2007

2008

2009
2010
2011
2012

2013
2014

2015
2016

2017

2018

Dead-Ends Valge
Dead-endsmorethan20feet -5
- " " " | o
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2019

2020
2021
2022

2023
2024

2025

2026

2027
2028
2029
2030

2031
2032
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2033

2034
2035
2036

2037
2038

2039

2040

2041
2042
2043
2044

2045
2046
2047

2048
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2049

2050
2051
2052
2053

2054
2055

2056
2057

2058
2059

2060
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2061

2062

2063
2064

2065

= . RiR ..
Table 105S y Building.S
Meansof | General
SafetyParameters{Note 1} Fire Safety
Egress | Safety
+NumberofSteries
2-Building Area
3-Property-Line Distance NA
4-Attic-Compartmentation NA
S5—Fire-Stopping NA
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2067

2068
2069
2070
2071

2072
2073
2074
2075

2076

2077
2078
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2080
2081

2082
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2100
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2102
2103
2104

2105
2106

2107

2108
2109

2110
2111
2112

2113

2114
2115

2116
2117

2118
2119

2120
2121

2122
2123

2124

2125
2126
2127

2128
2129

2130
2131

2132
2133

2134
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2135
2136

2137
2138

2139
2140
2141
2142
2143

2144

2145
2146
2147

2148
2149
2150

2151
2152

2153
2154

2155
2156
2157

2158
2159

2160

2161
2162

2163
2164
2165
2166
2167

n H H n
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2168
2169
2170
2171

2172

2173
2174
2175
2176
2177
2178

2179

2180
2181
2182
2183
2184

2185

2186
2187

2188
2189
2190
2191
2192
2193
2194
2195
2196
2197

2198
2199
2200
2201
2202
2203
2204

2205
2206

Chapter 6 — BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS

ARTICLE I. BUILDING CODE

Section 6-1. Purpose.

This chapter governs the administration and enforcement of the Florida Building Code. The

purpose of this chapter is to safeguard the public health, safety, and general welfare through

structural strength, means of ingress and egress, stability, sanitation, adequate light and

ventilation, energy conservation, and safety to life and property from fire and other hazards

attributed to the built environment.

Section 6-2. Florida Building Code Incorporated by Reference.

The Florida Building Code, as adopted and amended from time to time by rule of the Florida

Building Commission pursuant to Chapter 553, Florida Statutes, is adopted and incorporated by

reference. The Florida Building Code will be used in the administration and enforcement of this

chapter, except as otherwise modified in this chapter.

Section 6-3. Administration and Enforcement.

The administration provisions of the Florida Building Code will be used for the administration

and enforcement of this chapter, except as otherwise modified in this chapter.

A.

|

C.

Enforcing officials. The City Manager or designee shall designate a Building Official to

administer and enforce the provisions of this chapter. The Building Official may render

interpretations of this chapter and may adopt administrative policies and procedures in

order to clarify the application of its provisions. Such interpretations, policies, and

procedures must be in compliance with the purpose of this chapter, and may not have the

effect of waiving requirements specifically provided for in this chapter. The Building Official

may determine any requirements necessary for the strength, stability, or proper operation

of any existing or proposed building, structure, electrical, gas, mechanical, or plumbing

system, or for the public safety, health, or general welfare, not specifically covered by this

chapter or other technical codes.

Required. Unless specifically exempted by the Florida Building Code, an owner or owner’s

authorized agent shall apply to the Building Official and obtain the required permit prior to

undertaking any of the following: 1) constructing, enlarging, altering, repairing, moving,

demolishing, or changing the occupancy of a building or structure; 2) erecting, installing,

enlarging, altering, repairing, removing, converting, or replacing any electrical, gas,

mechanical, or plumbing system or site construction, the installation of which is regulated

by this chapter; or 3) causing any such work to be performed.

Permit fees. Fees for any permit applied for under this chapter are established in this

chapter and must be paid at the time of filing an application.
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2207
2208
2209
2210
2211
2212
2213

2214
2215
2216
2217
2218
2219
2220
2221
2222
2223
2224
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2226
2227
2228
2229

2230
2231
2232
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2234
2235

2236
2237
2238
2239
2240
2241

2242
2243
2244
2245
2246
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Work starting before permit issuance. Any person who commences any work before
obtaining the necessary permits will be subject to permit fees that are double the
amount as provided in this chapter. This provision does not apply to emergency work
when delay would clearly have placed life or property in imminent danger. This
provision does not preclude any prosecution for commencing work without first
obtaining a permit, nor preclude the imposition of any other remedy or penalty
provided by law.

Right of entry. Whenever necessary to make an inspection to enforce any of the provisions
of this chapter, or whenever the Building Official has reasonable cause to believe that there
exists in_any building or upon any premises any condition or violation that makes such
building, structure, premises, electrical, gas, mechanical, or plumbing systems unsafe,
dangerous, or hazardous, the Building Official may enter such building, structure, or
premises at all reasonable times to inspect or to perform any duty imposed upon the
Building Official by this chapter. If such building or premises are occupied, the Building
Official shall first present proper credentials and request entry. If such building, structure, or
premises are unoccupied, the Building Official shall first make a reasonable effort to locate
the owner or other persons having charge or control to request entry. If entry is refused,
the Building Official has recourse to every remedy provided by law to secure entry. When
the Building Official has first obtained a proper inspection warrant or other remedy
provided by law to secure entry, no owner or occupant or any other persons having charge,
care, or control of any building, structure, or premises may fail or neglect, after proper
request is made as provided, to promptly permit entry by the Building Official for the
purpose of inspection and examination pursuant to this chapter.

Liability. The inspection or permitting of any building, system, or plan by the city under the
requirements of this chapter may not be construed in any court as a warranty of the
physical condition of such building, system, or plan. The city and its employees are not liable
in tort for damages for any defect, hazardous condition, illegal condition, inadequacy, or
component failure in such building, system, or plan that may occur subsegquent to
inspection or permitting.

Violations. The provisions of this chapter are deemed to be necessary for the protection of
the public health, safety, and welfare, and any violation of the terms of this chapter is
declared by the City Commission to constitute a public nuisance. The city may employ
enforcement powers and seek penalties and remedies as provided by Florida law or the City
of Gainesville Code of Ordinances, including as provided by Section 1-9, for violations of this
chapter or related provisions.

Revocation of permits. The Building Official is authorized to suspend or revoke a permit
issued under the provisions of this chapter whenever: 1) the permit is issued in error or on
the basis of incorrect, inaccurate, or incomplete information, or in violation of any
ordinance or regulation or any provisions of this chapter; 2) there has been any false
statement or misrepresentation as to the material fact in the application or plans on which
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H.

the permit or approval was based; or 3) the construction, erection, alteration, repair,
moving, demolition, installation, or replacement of the building, structure, electrical, gas,
mechanical, or plumbing systems for which the permit was issued is in violation of, or not in
conformity with, the provisions of this chapter or the Florida Building Code.

Appeals. The Building Official’s final decision or order may be appealed to the Florida
Building Commission pursuant to Florida Statutes.

Section 6-4. Tiny Houses.

A.

B.

o

D.

Scope. This section is applicable to tiny houses used as single dwelling units. Tiny houses
must comply with the Florida Building Code except as otherwise stated in this section.

Definitions. The following words and terms, for the purposes of this section, have the
meanings shown herein. Refer to the Florida Building Code for general definitions.

Egress roof access window means a skylight or roof window designed and installed to
satisfy the emergency and rescue opening requirements of Section R310.2.

Landing platform means a landing provided as the top step of a stairway accessing a loft.

Loft means a floor level located more than 30 inches (762 mm) above the main floor, open
to the main floor on one or more sides with a ceiling height of less than 6 feet 8 inches
(2032 mm) and used as a living or sleeping space.

Tiny house means a dwelling that is 400 square feet (37 square meters) or less in floor area
excluding lofts.

Minimum ceiling height. Habitable space and hallways in tiny houses must have a ceiling
height of not less than 6 feet 8 inches (2032 mm). Bathrooms, toilet rooms, and kitchens
must have a ceiling height of not less than 6 feet 4 inches (1930 mm). Obstructions
including but not limited to beams, girders, ducts, and lighting, must not extend below
these minimum ceiling heights.

1. Exception. Ceiling heights in lofts are permitted to be less than 6 feet 8 inches (2032

mm}.
ts

~

o

1. Minimum loft area and dimensions. Lofts used as a sleeping or living space must meet
the following minimum area and dimension requirements:

a. Minimum area. Lofts must have a floor area of not less than 35 square feet (3.25
square meters).
b. Minimum dimensions. Lofts must be not less than 5 feet (1524 mm) in _any

horizontal dimension.
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c. Height effect on loft area. Portions of a loft with a sloped ceiling measuring less than
3 feet (914 mm) from the finished floor to the finished ceiling may not be considered
as contributing to the minimum required area for the loft.

i. Exception. Under gable roofs with a minimum slope of 6 units vertical in 12 units
horizontal (50-percent slope), portions of a loft with a sloped ceiling measuring
less than 16 inches (406 mm) from the finished floor to the finished ceiling may
not be considered as contributing to the minimum required area for the loft.

2. Loft access. The access to and primary egress from lofts may be any of the following
types:

a. Stairways. Stairways accessing lofts must comply with the Florida Building Code or
with the following:

i. Width. Stairways accessing a loft may not be less than 17 inches (432 mm) in
clear width at or above the handrail. The width below the handrail may not be
less than 20 inches (508 mm).

ii. Headroom. The headroom in stairways accessing a loft may not be less than 6
feet 2 inches (1880 mm), as measured vertically, from a sloped line connecting
the tread or landing platform nosings in the middle of their width.

iii. Treads and risers. Risers for stairs accessing a loft may not be less than 7 inches
(178 mm) and not more than 12 inches (305 mm) in height. Tread depth and
riser height must be calculated in accordance with one of the following formulas:
1) the tread depth shall be 20 inches (508 mm) minus four-thirds of the riser
height; or 2) the riser height shall be 15 inches (381 mm) minus three-fourths of
the tread depth.

iv. Landing platforms. The top tread and riser of stairways accessing lofts must be
constructed as a landing platform where the loft ceiling height is less than 6 feet
2 inches (1880 mm) where the stairway meets the loft. The landing platform
must be 18 inches to 22 inches (457 to 559 mm) in depth measured from the
nosing of the landing platform to the edge of the loft, and 16 to 18 inches (406 to
457 mm) in height measured from the landing platform to the loft floor.

Handrails. Handrails must comply with Section R311.7.8.

I<

vi. Stairway quards. Guards at open sides of stairways must comply with Section
R312.1.

b. Ladders. Ladders accessing lofts must comply with the above regulations for
stairways and with the following:

i. Size and capacity. Ladders accessing lofts must have a rung width of not less
than 12 inches (305 mm), and 10-inch (254 mm) to 14-inch (356 mm) spacing
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2316 between rungs. Ladders must be capable of supporting a 200-pound (75 kg) load

2317 on any rung. Rung spacing must be uniform within 3/8 inch (9.5 mm).

2318 ii. Incline. Ladders must be installed at 70 to 80 degrees from horizontal.

2319 c. Alternating tread devices. Alternating tread devices accessing lofts must comply
2320 with Sections R311.7.11.1 and R311.7.11.2. The clear width at and below the
2321 handrails must be not less than 20 inches (508 mm).

2322 d. Ships ladders. Ships ladders accessing lofts must comply with Sections R311.7.12.1
2323 and R311.7.12.2. The clear width at and below handrails must be not less than 20
2324 inches (508 mm).

2325 e. Loft quards. Loft guards must be located along the open side of lofts. Loft guards
2326 must be not less than 36 inches (914 mm) in height or one-half of the clear height to
2327 the ceiling, whichever is less.

2328 E. Emergency escape and rescue openings. Tiny houses must meet the requirements of

2329 Section R310 for emergency escape and rescue openings.

2330 1. Exception. Egress roof access windows in lofts used as sleeping rooms are deemed to
2331 meet the requirements of Section R310 where installed such that the bottom of the
2332 opening is not more than 44 inches (1118 mm) above the loft floor, provided the egress
2333 roof access window complies with the minimum opening area requirements of Section
2334 R310.2.1.

YRR Section 6-5. Temporary Boarding and Sealing of Buildings.

2336 A. Permit required. A permit must be obtained before any building is boarded and sealed. The
2337 permit will expire one year after it is issued. An exception may be granted by the Building
2338 Official under emergency conditions to protect life and property.

2339 B. Application. The application for initial permit must contain the following information:

2340 1. Location of building by street address and tax parcel number.

2341 2. Name, mailing address, and telephone number of owner.

2342 3. Name, mailing address, and telephone number of individual applying for the permit, if

2343 other than owner.

2344 4. Reason for boarding and sealing building.

2345 5. Length of time building is expected to remain boarded and sealed.

2346 6. Whether utilities will be turned off during the time the building is boarded and sealed.
2347 C. The individual to whom the permit is issued shall comply with the vacant property
2348 standards in the City of Gainesville’s Code of Ordinances within 30 calendar days and shall
2349 remain in compliance during the permit period.
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2350 D. The City Manager or designee shall inspect any building for which a board and seal permit

2351 or renewal of permit is being sought. If the City Manager or designee finds that a building is
2352 so dilapidated or has become so out of repair as to be unsafe or otherwise unfit for human
2353 habitation or occupancy, as these terms are defined in the City of Gainesville Code of
2354 Ordinances, and that it is unreasonable to repair such building considering the cost to repair
2355 and the expected market value of the property after repair, the City Manager or designee
2356 shall order the owner of the building to demolish and remove such building. No board and
2357 seal permit will be issued or renewed for a building that has been ordered demolished and
2358 removed.

2359 E. A fee must be collected with the application for permit, to cover the costs of processing the
2360 permit and inspections of the building.

PASYI Section 6-6. Demolition of Structures.

2362 A. Demolition or vacation of structures.

2363 1. Recording of statement. Whenever the city or any of its officers or agents issues, under
2364 the provisions of any ordinance or law, any notice to vacate or notice to demolish any
2365 structure within the city and the notice becomes an order following an appeal or the
2366 absence of a timely appeal, the City Manager or designee shall cause to be recorded in
2367 the public records of the county a statement indicating the existence of the order.

2368 2. Form of statement. The recorded statement must include the name of the owner of the
2369 real property upon which the structure is located as shown on the tax rolls at the time
2370 of recording, the tax parcel number, a legal description of the real property, the nature
2371 of the outstanding order and what is required to comply with the order, and the
2372 possible consequences if the order is not complied with.

2373 3. Record of satisfaction. When an order to vacate or to demolish a structure is no longer
2374 effective, because the situation causing the required vacation or demolition has been
2375 corrected by the owner, or because a demolition has been accomplished by the
2376 property owner, or because the city has corrected the situation or demolished the
2377 structure and recorded a lien for the correction or demolition, or for any other reason,
2378 the City Manager or designee shall enter a record of satisfaction stating that the
2379 outstanding order is no longer effective.

2380 B. Waiting period for certain demolition permits. If the city’s Historic Preservation Planner

2381 determines that a structure meets all of the following criteria, a demolition permit may not

2382 be issued until the expiration of 90 calendar days from the date of the permit application:

2383 1. The structure has a Florida master site file or is 45 years of age or older;

2384 2. The structure is either: a) located in a historic neighborhood as identified by the ERLA

2385 Survey, titled City of Gainesville Comprehensive Preservation and Conservation Plan, on

2386 file with the city, or b) a “landmark” structure in that it is designed in an architectural
80
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"high style" or a recognized vernacular building pattern or has historic events or persons
associated with it; and

3. The structure has not been substantially burned or damaged by an event not within the
landowner's control with more than 50% of the structure affected.

Posted sign. After invoking a demolition delay, the Historic Preservation Planner shall post
the subject property with a sign notifying the public of the owner's intent to demolish the
structure in order to allow interested parties to come forward and move the structure upon
consent of the owner.

Historic Preservation Board. After invoking a demolition delay, the Historic Preservation
Planner shall schedule the item for the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Historic
Preservation Board that is not less than 10 calendar days after the date of demolition delay.
The purpose of this hearing is: 1) to allow the Historic Preservation Board to consider
potential alternatives to demolition and to document information regarding the structure
prior to demolition; and 2) to allow the property owner to request a waiving of the
demolition delay due to economic hardship. The Historic Preservation Planner shall notify
the owner by mail of the demolition delay and the date of the subject Historic Preservation
Board meeting, including the process for appeal due to economic hardship. The Historic
Preservation Board and its authorized designees must be permitted access to the premises
and to the subject structure during the 90-day period at reasonable times by appointment
with the owner or proprietor for the purpose of photographing, measuring, and
documenting information concerning the structure or site.

1. Alternatives and information. At the subject meeting of the Historic Preservation Board,
the board may pursue alternatives to demolition and may assemble and document
information pertaining to the appearance and history of the subject structure prior to
demolition.

Economic hardship. If requested by the property owner, the Historic Preservation Board
shall hold a quasi-judicial hearing pursuant to Section 30-3.5 and the board’s adopted
rules to consider economic hardship to the property owner as a result of the demolition
delay. The Historic Preservation Board shall waive the demolition delay if the owner
demonstrates economic hardship due to the demolition delay. The Historic
Preservation Board may require from the property owner any or all of the following
information before it makes a decision on the application as long as such information is
relevant, and the Historic Preservation Board may hire an independent third-party to
perform an analysis of the economic feasibility of rehabilitation or reuse of the existing
structure.

™

a. A report from a licensed engineer, contractor, or architect with experience in
rehabilitation as to the structural soundness of any structures on the property and
their suitability for rehabilitation.
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2425 b. An estimate from an architect, licensed contractor, real estate consultant, appraiser,
2426 or other real estate professional experienced in rehabilitation as to the economic
2427 feasibility of rehabilitation or reuse of the existing structure on the property.

2428 c. If the property is income-producing, the Historic Preservation Board may also
2429 require:

2430 i. The annual gross income from the property for the previous two years, itemized
2431 operating and maintenance expenses for the previous two years, and
2432 depreciation deductions and annual cash flow before and after debt service, if
2433 any, during the same period.

2434 ii. The remaining balance on any mortgage or other financing secured by the
2435 property and annual debt service, if any, for the previous two years.

2436 iii. All appraisals obtained within the previous two years by the owner or applicant
2437 in connection with the purchase, financing, or ownership of the property.

2438 iv. Any listing of the property for sale or rent, price asked, and offers received, if
2439 any, within the previous two years.

2440 v. The assessed value of the property according to the two most recent
2441 assessments.

2442 vi. The real estate taxes for the previous two years.

2443 vii. The form of ownership or operation of the property, whether sole
2444 proprietorship, for profit or not-for-profit corporation, limited partnership, joint
2445 venture, or other.

2446 viii. Any other information considered necessary by the board to a determination as
2447 to whether the property does vield or may vield a reasonable return to the
2448 owners.

pLiVi*la Section 6-7. Schedule of Fees.

Building Permit Fees

Type Fee
1) New Buildings
Nonresidential: Building value multiplied by 0.008, but in no case less than
$60.

Building value means the greater of the following: 1) latest
published Building Valuation Data compiled by the
International Code Council (ICC) multiplied by 0.75; or 2)
contract price submitted by the applicant.
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Residential:

Building value multiplied by 0.006, but in no case less than

$60.

Building value means the greater of the following: 1) latest
published Building Valuation Data compiled by the
International Code Council (ICC) multiplied by 0.75; or 2)
contract price submitted by the applicant.

2) All Other Construction

Contract price multiplied by 0.008, but in no case less than

$60.

If no contract available, the owner shall submit a sworn
affidavit of the cost of the project with supporting backup

provided.

3) Electrical/Plumbing/Gas/Mechanical

Each permit: $60
Additional inspection: S60

4) Administrative Fees

Building plan review:

20% of permit cost.

Revisions to plans (each item): $12
Duplicate plans reproduction: $56
Duplicate permit card: $12
Letter of Reciprocation: $50
Plans search/location: S50

5) Special Inspections

Reinspections:

$70 each reinspection.

Charged when the project was not ready for the inspection
reguested; when a reinspection is required because the
necessary corrections have not been made; or when
requested. The fee must be paid prior to scheduling any
additional inspections for that project.

Inspections after working hours:

$180 each inspection.

Special project inspections:

* Required for projects that meet any of following: 1)

contract price greater than $10,000,000; 2) total
gross square feet greater than 50,000; or 3) meets
state law definition of Threshold Building. Upon
request for other projects based on availability.

S53 per hour; $9,100 per 30-day period for on-site, full-time
inspector.

6) Flat Rate Permit Fees

‘ Board and seal permit:

583
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Demolitions:

Manufactured and mobile homes:

gIE|E

Pre-manufactured storage buildings greater than 100
square feet:

Tent permit: $60
Christmas tree sales lot, includes structure, S60
temporary pole, lights, and signs:

Change of use, no construction: S60
Electrical service changes, upgrades only, all service $60

sizes:

2450

2451
2452
2453

2454

2455
2456

2457
2458

2459
2460

2461
2462

2463
2464

2465
2466

2467
2468

2469
2470

2471
2472
2473

ARTICLE Il. GAINESVILLE GREEN BUILDING PROGRAM

Section 6-8. Definitions.

When used in this article, the following words, terms, and phrases have the meanings ascribed

to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

City means the City of Gainesville, Florida.

City Commission means the City Commission of the City of Gainesville, Florida.

City-owned civic or office construction project means city-owned buildings providing a public

gathering place or office facilities.

Construction means any project associated with the creation, development, or erection of any

building eligible for the program.

FGBC means the Florida Green Building Coalition.

GHDS means the Green Home Designation Standard of the Florida Green Building Coalition.

Green building means generally the resource efficient design, construction, and operation of
buildings by employing environmentally sensible construction practices, systems, and materials.

Independent or independent of the city means not employed by, or acting as agents of, the
city.

L.E.E.D. means the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design Rating System of the U.S.
Green Building Council.

Municipal means owned by the city.

Private means property not owned by the city.

Program means the city green building program.
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Program_certification means the final designation awarded to a program participant for
satisfying all requirements associated with the program for a particular project.

Program participant means any person or entity seeking program certification for a particular
project.

Project means any construction associated with the creation, development, or erection of any
building eligible for the program.

Project application form means the form submitted to the Building Inspection Department
indicating that a program participant is interested in participating in the program for a
particular project.

Sub-program means any area of construction covered by the program.

USGBC means the U.S. Green Building Council.

Section 6-9. Purpose.

The Gainesville Green Building Program is a voluntary program that seeks to incentivize and
promote sustainable and environmentally-friendly practices of construction and design. City-
owned construction projects must follow the program guidelines when feasible, upon review by
the City Commission.

Section 6-10. Administration.

The program will be jointly administered by the Building Inspection Department and Gainesville
Regional Utilities, which together are responsible for:

A. Funding the program through annual funds budgeted and appropriated by the City
Commission;

B. Marketing the program to the community by any reasonably effective means, including but
not limited to print advertising, press releases, television advertising, or advertising in
monthly mailers;

C. Developing any appropriate or necessary application procedures, including but not limited
to the program application form;

D. Providing an incentive award to any program participant who has successfully satisfied the
requirements associated with that incentive; and

E. Resolving disputes that may arise from implementing the program.

Section 6-11. Scope.

A. The program is voluntary for all non-city projects.
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2505 B. For any city-owned construction project, the city must participate in the program unless the

2506 City Commission determines that the cost (e.g., time, function, or funding) associated with
2507 participating in the program significantly outweighs the benefits.

2508 C. The program shall be administered on a per-unit basis. For the purpose of this section of the
2509 program, "per-unit" means each unit built, except that any multi-family dwelling or similarly
2510 clustered structure may count as one unit, as determined by the City Manager or General
2511 Manager for Utilities or their designees.

pLYVA Section 6-12. Standards.

2513 The program will be administered using current standards developed by the U.S. Green Building
2514  Council, the Florida Green Building Coalition (FGBC), the Florida Home Builders Association, or
2515 any other standard approved by the city. For the purpose of this section, "current" means at
2516 the time a program participant submits a project application form with the Building Inspection
2517 Department. These standards apply as follows:

2518 A. Residential construction. For new residential construction, the project must satisfy all of the

2519 requirements of the current Green Home Designation Standard (GHDS) of the FGBC,
2520 including but not limited to any monetary or certification requirements. For residential
2521 retrofitting or remodeling, the project must satisfy all of the requirements of the current
2522 and applicable LEED rating program, including but not limited to any monetary or
2523 certification requirements. In addition, all projects must satisfy all of the requirements of
2524 the current and applicable Florida Water Star Standards established by the Florida Home
2525 Builders Association certified ratings program.

2526  B. Nonresidential construction. For nonresidential construction, the project must satisfy all of
2527 the requirements associated with the current and applicable LEED rating program, including
2528 but not limited to any monetary or certification requirements. In addition, the project must
2529 satisfy all of the requirements of the current and applicable Florida Water Star Standards
2530 established by the Florida Home Builders Association certified ratings program.

PAKYEN Section 6-13. Incentives.

2532  The city shall provide the following incentives to encourage the use of this program:

2533 A. Expedited process for building permits.

2534  B. Reduced permitting fee, subject to availability of funds. The discounted fee shall equal 50%

2535 of the otherwise required permitting fee; if the project is located in a desighated enterprise
2536 zone, then the reduced permitting fee shall equal 50% of the applicable enterprise zone
2537 permit fee.
2538 C. For all projects other than one and two-family residential projects, there shall be a reduced
2539 development plan review fee, which shall equal 50% of the otherwise required
2540 development plan review fee.
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For multi-family residential retrofitting or remodeling, projects shall be eligible for the
following incentives provided by GRU:

1. A cash renovation incentive, subject to availability of funds; and

2. A solar water heater incentive, subject to availability of funds and meeting other solar
rebate program requirements.

m

Marketing incentives, including but not limited to:

1. The erection of building site signs designating a project under the program;

2. Educational information for building owners and the general public demonstrating the
benefits of green building;

3. The inclusion of program participants on a city webpage dedicated to the program;

4. The creation of promotional packages such as a program logo for a program
participant's advertisements or brochures;

5. Press releases; and

6. City endorsement of program participants to a certified green builder list developed by
the city.

Green building award. The city shall annually award one project that demonstrates an
outstanding commitment to green building with the “Green Building Award.”

[m

Other incentives. Other incentives as may be approved by the City Commission.

|®

Section 6-14. Certification.

The program is subject to certification by a gualified third party who has been trained and
certified as a green building rater. For the purpose of this section, "third party" means any
person or entity authorized by the FGBC or the USGBC to verify that a program participant has
satisfied any or all of the requirements associated with the standard designated for a particular

project.

Section 6-15. Training.

The Building Inspection Department in conjunction with FGBC shall conduct at least one
training workshop per vyear for the purpose of educating potential or current program
participants about the program.

Section 6-16. Program Review.

The Building Inspection Department and GRU shall jointly review the program as necessary in
order to make the program more effective, including but not limited to potentially updating
program incentives, recommending program or marketing changes to the City Commission,
reviewing suggestions made by program participants, and annually awarding the Green Building
Award in accordance with the program.
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ARTICLE 11l. CONSTRUCTION TRADES REGULATIONS

Section 6-17. Definitions.

When used in this article, the following words, terms, and phrases have the meanings ascribed
to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Apprentice or helper means a person employed in a trade or craft specified in this article for
the purpose of learning that trade or craft through practical experience under the direction and
supervision of certified master or journeyman craftsmen.

Contractor means a contractor as defined in Section 489.105, Florida Statutes, and means a
person who engages in business, under express or implied contract, in the performance of
those construction trades regulated by this chapter of the Code of Ordinances, or who
undertakes or offers to undertake or purports to have the capacity to undertake, or submits a
bid to, or does himself or herself, or by or through others, engage in the business of doing such
a construction trade. A contractor does not include either a person who only furnishes material,
supplies, or equipment without consuming them in the performance of the work of a
contractor, or a person who engages in the activities herein regulated as an employee with
wages as his or her sole compensation.

Contractor certificate means a certificate of competency issued by the city that certifies that its
holder has met this article's requirements to engage in business as a contractor in the category
indicated on the certificate. A contractor certificate is hot a business tax receipt.

Journeyman craftsman (electrician only) means a person who has been examined by the city
and found to have the required skill, knowledge, and experience to do the work in the
performance of a particular trade or craft and holds a current valid journeyman craftsman
certificate issued by the city.

Master craftsman (electrician only) means a person who has been examined by the city and
found to have the required skill, knowledge, and experience to plan, layout, supervise, and do
the work of a particular trade or craft and who holds a current valid master craftsman
certificate issued by the city.

Trade and craft mean occupations in the construction field that require skill, knowledge,
manual ability, and experience to perform.

Section 6-18. Purpose.

In order to protect the public health, safety, and welfare, it is declared necessary to establish
regulations to ensure that persons engaged in the contracting for a performance of certain
trades, construction, equipping, and installations of and in buildings and structures are
competent to perform their work and possess the experience, education, skill, and financial
capability to adequately perform such work in a manner that is safe to persons and property.
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Section 6-19. Scope.

This article includes the work of contractors and craftsmen as provided in this article on private

and public property, except:

A.

|

o

|©

Utilities. Work performed by the employees or contractors of a public utility, including
railroads and communications utilities, on equipment, rights-of-way, easements, and
operating facilities of the utility and which is not, by reason of that special use, normally or
usually performed by craftsmen or contractors regulated by this article.

Certain equipment and machinery. Work on ships, aircraft, automotive, mine, and industrial
process equipment and operating machinery.

Conflict with state or federal law. Work upon a site or project where federal or state law
supersedes this article.

Registration and certification under state law. Work performed by contractors in the various
construction trades who do not hold a contractor certificate issued by the city and who are
certified as provided by state statutes.

Section 6-20. Contractor Certificate.

|

o

|©

Required. Except as otherwise provided by law, applications for a permit to perform work
within the scope of this article will be accepted only from a contractor holding a current
contractor certificate and business tax receipt. It is unlawful for any person to engage
within the city in the business or act in the capacity of a contractor as provided in this article
without a valid contractor certificate issued by the city.

Bidding on city projects. Any person who bids or proffers a bid to the city on any public
works project within the scope of this article shall, at the time the bid or proffer of bid, hold
a valid contractor certificate issued by the city qualifying him or her to perform the work
proposed by the bid and contract documents.

Grandfathering current certificate holders. Any construction contractor who has a valid
active certificate from the Construction Trades Advisory Board of the city as of August 1,
1995, may continue to perform the work for which certified, provided the certificate is
renewed as provided in this article.

Application. The applicant shall apply on a form prescribed by the Building Official and
provide a receipt evidencing payment of any applicable application processing fee as
provided in this Code of Ordinances. The supporting papers must be maintained as a
permanent record as long as the certificate issued thereon is valid.

Section 6-21. Insurance Requirements for Contractors.
A.

Liability insurance. Contractors shall provide evidence to the Building Official that the
contractor has in full force and effect a policy of public liability insurance with respect to
such contractor's business, trade, or occupation issued by an insurance company authorized
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to do business in the State of Florida. The amounts of the policy must be at least equal to
but not limited to those amounts required by the State of Florida.

Worker's compensation insurance. Except as exempted by law, contractors shall maintain
worker's compensation insurance issued by an insurance company authorized to do
business in the State of Florida as required by law. Evidence of such insurance must be filed
with the Building Official.

If the insurance required under this section expires or is at any time canceled, then the
certification or registration of the person will be immediately and automatically suspended
and it will be unlawful for the person to engage in such business until the certification or
registration is reinstated.

Section 6-22. Journeyman Certificate.

A certificate for a journeyman may be obtained in the following manner:

A.

|o

o

|©

Application. The applicant shall apply on a form prescribed by the Building Official. The
supporting papers must be maintained as a permanent record as long as the certificate
issued thereon is valid.

Experience. To be eligible for a journeyman certificate, the applicant must have and shall
include in his or her application evidence of at least three years of practical experience as an
apprentice or helper in the trade or craft concerned.

Fee. Each application for a certificate must be accompanied by a receipt evidencing
payment of an application processing fee as provided in this Code of Ordinances. Fees are
not refundable.

Examination. Each applicant must successfully pass an examination as provided by the
Building Inspection Department. To be eligible for a particular examination, an applicant
must file his or her application with the Building Official at least 30 calendar days before the
date of the examination.

Section 6-23. Responsibilities of Contractors and Craftsmen.

Prohibited. It is unlawful for any contractor or master craftsman to do work for which no

1>

B.

permit has been issued where required or to allow his or her hame to be used to obtain
permits for work:

1. That is to be done by anyone who is not a bona fide employee of the contractor or
master craftsman or of the entity for which the contractor or master craftsman works
full-time; or

2. That is not done under the supervision of the contractor or master craftsman.

Lawful work. It is the responsibility of the contractor or master craftsman obtaining a permit
under his or her name to ensure that:
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1. Work done under the permit complies with the law and regulations related to the work;
and
2. The work is done by craftsmen holding valid certificates where required; for this

purpose, a certified craftsman is deemed to do the work if he or she is in direct charge
of the work, is continuously present on the site where the work is being done, and is
assisted by ho more than four helpers.

o

Registration of employer. Each contractor and master craftsman serving as a qualifying
agent shall register with the Building Official the name and place of business of his or her
full-time employer. No contractor or master craftsman serving as a _qualifying agent shall
serve in that capacity for more than one employer at a time. No master craftsman shall
serve as qualifying agent for more than two contractors in any 12-month period.

D. Notification of change in employment. Each contractor or master craftsman serving as a
qgualifying agent shall promptly notify the Building Official of a change in employment. If a
contractor has obtained a permit for work to be done under the supervision of a master
craftsman who later leaves the contractor's employment, work authorized by the permit
may be done by qualified journeyman craftsmen, notwithstanding the lack of supervision by
a master craftsman, but only as provided in this article.

[rm

Qualifying agent generally. Where a master craftsman has notified the Building Official, by
endorsement of an application for a contractor's certificate or otherwise, that he or she is
serving a contractor as qualifying agent, the master craftsman shall be held responsible
under this Code of Ordinances for ensuring that all work done by the contractor is in
compliance with all provisions of this Code of Ordinances applicable thereto. A qualifying
agent is required to keep himself or herself informed of the status of work being performed
by his or her employing contractor and to carry out the responsibilities delineated by this
section. It is the express intent of these regulations that a master craftsman serving as a
gualifying agent will be physically capable of carrying out his or her responsibilities at all
times while employed in that capacity.

Section 6-24. Violations.

It is unlawful for any person to violate or fail to comply with any applicable provision of this
article. The proprietor, all partners, and all directors of any firm or corporation are responsible
for the acts of their respective agents and employees, and it is an offense against the city for
any such proprietor, partner, or director to cause, or to knowingly suffer or permit, his or her
agent or employee to violate or fail to comply with any applicable provision of this article. The
city may employ enforcement powers and seek penalties and remedies as provided by Florida
law or the City of Gainesville Code of Ordinances, including as provided by Section 1-9, for
violations of this chapter or related provisions.
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SECTION 2. The section titled Buildings and Building Regulations in Appendix A — Schedule of
Fees, Rates and Charges of the City of Gainesville Code of Ordinances is deleted in its entirety as
follows. Except as amended herein, the remainder of Appendix A remains in full force and

effect.
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Oececupancy Types-of Construction3
A 1B v m m \/

A B A s VA VB

1 HR  UNP  [1HR  [UNP 1 HR  UNP
IMak-Stores 102.60/98.32 8552 93.94 [89.87 [80.45 [81.15 [71.08 [68.48
IMal-Concourse 102.6098.32 8552 93.94 [89.87 [80.45 [81.15 [71.08 [68.48
Retail-Stores 102.6098.32 8552 19394 89.87 (8045 (8115 [71.08 [68.48
Apartments 116.30(111.63 102,18 (108.08 [102.84 [92.80 [92.76 [83.63 [79.45
Dormitories 116.30(111.63 102,18 1108.08 [102.84 92.80 [92.76 [83.63 [79-45
Assisted-Living Bldgs. 138.30[133.59 12394 130.04 [124.80 [114.56 [114.52 [105.39 [101.21
Hotel 138.70[133.98 124.42 1130.43 [125.19 [115.04 [115.00 [105.87 [101.68
IMotel 138.70(133.98 124.42 1130.43 (12519 [115.04 [115.00 [105.87 [101.68
Single Family-Residence  [111.50108.46 10112 105.79 [102.87 9815 [97.91 [93.50 [88.03
Storage:
Parking Garage 77.75 [73.84 63.66 [70.09 [66.68 [57.88 [57.88 [48.46 [44.63
Private Garage 77,75 [73.74 63.66 70.09 [66.68 [57.88 [63.66 4846 [44.63
Repair Garage 78.75 [74-84 64.66 70.09 [67.68 [57.88 [58.88 |48.46 [45.63
Warehouse 78.75 [73.84 63.66 [70.09 [66.68 [57.88 [57.88 |48.46 [44.63

2774 -
2775
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SECTION 3. It is the intent of the City Commission that the provisions of Sections 1 and 2 of this
ordinance become and be made a part of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Gainesville,
Florida, and that the sections and paragraphs of the Code of Ordinances may be renumbered or
relettered in order to accomplish such intent.

SECTION 4. If any word, phrase, clause, paragraph, section, or provision of this ordinance or
the application hereof to any person or circumstance is held invalid or unconstitutional, such
finding will not affect the other provisions or applications of this ordinance that can be given
effect without the invalid or unconstitutional provision or application, and to this end the
provisions of this ordinance are declared severable.

SECTION 5. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are to the extent of such
conflict hereby repealed.

SECTION 6. This ordinance will become effective immediately upon adoption.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this day of , 2018.
LAUREN POE
MAYOR
Attest: Approved as to form and legality:
OMICHELE D. GAINEY NICOLLE M. SHALLEY
CLERK OF THE COMMISSION CITY ATTORNEY
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2963 This ordinance passed on first reading this day of ,2018.

2964  This ordinance passed on second reading this day of ,2018.
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